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AS ONB THAT FOR A WUARY SPACE HAS LAIN 

LUIXBD Br THB SONG OF CIRCB AHD HER WINB 

IN GARDENS NEAR THE PALE OP PROSERPINE, 

WHERU THAT MMAN ISLE FORGETS THE UAIH, 

AND ONLT THE LOW LUTES OF LOVE COMPLAIN, 

AND ONLY SHADOWS OF WAN LOVBKS PINB. 

AS SUCH AN ONB WERE CLAD TO KNOW THE BRINK 

SALT ON UlS UPS, AHD THB LARGE AIR AGAIN, 

to CLADLV. FROM THE SONGS OF MODERN SPEECH 

MEN TURN. AND SEE THB STARS, AND FEEL THE FREB 

SHRILL WIND BEYOND THE CLOSE OF HEAVY FLOWERS 

AND THROUGH THE MUSIC OF TUB LANGUID HOURS, 

THBV HEAR UKE OCEAN ON A WESTERN BEACH 

THB SURGE AND THUNDBB OF THE ODYSSEY. 

A. L. 
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PREFACE. 



Thbrk would have been less controversy about the 
proper mcihod of Homeri'C tmnElation, if critics bad re- 
co^ised thai the question is a purely relative one, that of 
Homer there can be no final tranBJation, The taste and 
the literary habits of each age demand diflerent qualities in 
pocUy, and therefore a different sorl of rendering of Homer. 
To the tnen of the time of Elizabeth. Homer would have 
appeared bald, it seems, and lackinf; in ingenuity, if he 
had been presented in his antique simplicity. For tlic 
Klizabeihan age, Cliapnian supplied what was then neccs- 
aary, and the mannerisms thai were then deemed of the 
essence of poetry, namely, darmg and luxurious conceils,. 
Thus in Chapman's verse Troy must ' sbed her lowers for 
tears of overthrow,' and when die winds loss Odysseus, 
about, their spon must be ca,1Ied 'the horrid letmis.' 

In the age of Anne, "dignity* and 'correctness' had to 
be given to Homer, and Pope gave them by aid of his 
datzling rhetoric, hie antitheses, his tuitei/. bis command of 
every conventional and favourite »rcifioe. Without Chapman's 
conceits, Homer's poems would hardly liave been what the 
Elizabethans look for poetry; without Pope's Fimoothncss, 
and Pope's j^wints, the Iliad and Odyssey would have seemed 
tune, rude, and harsh in the age of Anne. These great 







slaLions muat aIwa/3 live as English poems. As Iran- 

ipts of Homer they are like pictures drawn fram a lost 

point of view. Chaqut siiclt depuis U xvi* a tu d( ct c6U svn 

fic/ve'<Jer iiffirtnt- Aguin, when Kurope woke lo a s^nse, an 

moBi exaggerated and ccruinly uncrkiical sense, of the value 
of her songs of the people, of all the ballads that Herder, Scoti, 
Ldnnroi. and the rest collected, it was commonly said that 
Homer was a ballad- minstrel, ihat the translator must imilale 
the simplicity, and even adopt the formulae of the ballad. 
Hence came the renderings of Maginn, the experiments of 
^Ir. Gladstone, and others. There was some excuse for the 
r of critics who asked for a Homer in ballad rhyme 
Tlic Epic poet, ihe poet of gods and heroes, did indeed in* 
lierit some of ihe /armultu of the earlier Voih-litd. Homer, 
like the author of The Sotig t^ Roland, like the singers of 

e Kaieaala, uses constantly recurring epitheu, and repeats, 
word for word, certain emphatic passages, meeaages, and 
80 on. Tliat custom is essential in ihe ballad, it is an acci- 
dent not the essence of the epic. The epic is a poem of 
complete and elaborate art, but it stiil bears some birth- 
marks, some signs of the early popular chant, out of which 
it sprung, as the garden-rose springs from the wild «tock. 
When this is recognised the demand for ballad-like sim- 
plidly and 'ballad-slang* ceases to exist, and then ail 
Huaicric translations in the ballad manner cease to lepre- 
t our conception of Homer. After the belief in the 
alUd manner follows ilic recognition of the romantic vein in 
Homer, and, ^ a result, came Mr. Worgley'g admirable Odya- 
My. This masterly translation does all that can be done for 
the Odyssey in the romantic style. The smoothness of the 
Ycrsc, the vrouderful closeness to Jie ortginul, repioduce 
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all of Homer, in music and in uteuting;, that can be rernlered 
in English verse. There still, however, seemj an jwpect 
of the Homeric poems, and a demand m connection with 
Homer lo be recognised, and To be satiBfied. 

Sainle-Beuve says, wilh reference probably lo \f. Leconte 
de Lisle's prose version or the epics, thi[ some people 
tre«t the epics too mucb ati if they were sagas. Now the 
Homeric epics are snga^, but thon ihev are the s^gait of 
the divine heroic age of Greece, and thus are told with 
an tut which is not the art of the Xonhem poet$. Th« 
epics are stories about the adventures of men living in 
most respects like the men of our own race who dwelt in 
Iceland, Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. The epics are, 
in a way, and as (ar as manners and institutions are con- 
cerncdi historical documents. Whoever regards them in 
this way, must wish to read them exactly as they have 
reached us, wiihnul modern ornament, with nothing added 
or omitted. lie must recognise, willi Mr. Matthew Arnold, 
that what he now wants, tiamely, the simple truth about the 
muter of the poem, can only be given in prose, ' for in 
a verse iransbtinn no original work is any longer recognii»> 
able.' It is for this reason that wc have aitcmpled to tell 
' once more, in simple prose, the story of Odysseus. We have 
tried to transfer, not all the truth abtrul the poem, but the 
historical truth, into English, fii this process Homer must 
lOM at least half his charm, his bright and equ-ihle speed, 
the musical cunent of that narrative, which, like the river of 
Vfgjfpt, flows from an iiidiscoverable source, and mirrors the 
temples and the palaces of iinforgouen gods and kinj^s. 
Without this music of verse, only a half truth about Homer 
can be lold, but then it is that half of the truth wliicb, 
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at this moment, it seems most nec^Kary to telL This is 
the tiaLf of the truth that the translators who use verse 
cannot ewilj- tell. They mutt be adding to Homer, Ulk- 
iag -with Pope a.bout 'tracing the niasy lev'ret o'er the 
bwn,' or with Mr. Worsley about ihe islands that are 
' stars of the blue Aegaean,' or with Dr. Hawtrey about 
' tlic earth's soft arms,' when Homer says nothing at all 
about the 'mazy lev'tet,' or the 'stars of ihe blue Aegaean,' 
or the 'soft arms' of earth. It would be imperttneai iH'- 
deed to blame any of these translations in their place. 
They give that which the romantic reader of poetry, or 
ihe student of the age of Anne, looks for in verse; and 
without tags of this sort, a translation of Homer in verse 
cannot well be made to hold together. 

There can be ihcn, it appears, no final English transla- 
tion of Homer. In each there must be, in addition to 
what is Greek and eternal, the elemenl oFwhat Is modern, 
personal, and fleeting. Thus we trust that there may be 
room for ' th« pale and far-off shadow of a prose transla- 
tion,* of which the aim is limited and humble. A prose 
translation cannot give the movement and the fire of a 
successful cranMaiion in verse; it only gathers, as it were, 
the crumbs which fall from the richer (able, only tells the 
story, without the song. Yet to a piose translation is per- 
mitted, perhaps, that close adherence to the archaisms of 
Ihtt epic, which in verse become mere oddities. The 
double epithets, the recurring epithets of Homer, if 
rendered into verse, delay and puzzle the reader, as the 
Greek docs not delay nor puzzle him. In prose he may 
endure thera. or even care to study them as the survivals of 
a stage of tasie. which is found in its prime in the aagaa. 



These double and recurring epithets of Homer are a softer 
form of the quaint Northern periphrases, which make the sea 
the ' swan's bath," gold, the ' dragon's hoard,' men, the ' ring- 
givers,' and BO on. We do not know whether it is aeotssuy 
to defend our choice of a somewhat antiquated prose. 
Homer baa no ideas which, cannot be erpresscd in words 
that a.re ' old and plain,' and to words that are old and plain, 
and, as a rule, to sucii terms as, hcin^ used by the Trans- 
lators of the Bible, are still not unfamiliar, we hnvc tried to 
restrict ourselves. It may be objected, that the employment 
of lang:uage which does not come spontaneously to the lips, is 
an affectation out of place in a version of the Odyssey. To 
this wc may answer that the Greek Epic dialect, like the 
English of our Bible, was a thing of slow growth and com- 
posite nature, that it was never a spoken language, nor, 
exc«pl for cerlain poetical purposes, a written language. 
Thus the Biblical English seems as nearly analogous to 
the Epic Greek, as anything that our tongue has to offer. 

The few foot- notes in this book arc chiefly intcnd«d to 
make clear some passages where there is a choice of 
reading. The notes at the end, which wc would like to 
have written in the form of essays, and in company with 
more complete philological and archaeological studies, are 
chiefly meant to elucidate the life of Homer's men. 

We have received much help from many friends, and 
especially from Mr. R. W. Raper, Fellow of Trinity College, 
Oxford, and Mr. Gerald Balfour, Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, who have aided us with many suggestions while 
the book was passing through the press. 

In the interpretation of B. i. 411, it. 191, v. go, and 471, 
we have departed from the received view, and followed Mr. 



Raper, who, however, has not been able to read through the 
proof-sheets further Ihnn Book Jtii. 

We have adopted La Roche's text (Homer! Odyssea, J. 
Li Roche, Leipzig, 1867), except in a few cases where we 
mention our reading in a. foot-note, 

The Arguments prefixed to the Books are taken, with very 
slight alterations, from Hobbes' Translation of the Odyssey. 

his hoped that the Introduction added to the second edition 
may illustrate the growth of those national legends on which 
Homer worked> and may elucidate the plot of the Odyssey. 



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

W» owe our thanks to the Rev. E. Warre, of Eton College, 
forcertaincotrections on nautical points. In particular, he has 
convinced us that the raft of Odysseus in B. v. is a raft strictly so 
called, and (hat it is not, under the poet's description, elahorated 
into a ship, as has been commonly supposed. The translation 
of the passage (B.v. 946-361) is accordingly altered, 



CoHPOSTTtOK ASD PtOT OF Tint OdTSSBT. 

The OJyssty is geaerally supposed to be somewhat the 
later ia dile of •\\t two most ancient Greek poems whicb are 
concerned with ibe events and conscqucncts of the Trojan 
war. As to the actual Listory of that war, it may be said thai 
nothing is known. We may conjecture chat some contest 
between peoples of raore or less kindred stocks, who occupied 
the isles and the eastern and western shores of the Aegean, 
lefts strong impression on the popular fancy. Round the 
memories of this contest would gather many older legends^ 
mytlis, and stories, not pcculiajly Greek or even ' Aiyan,' 
which previously floated unattached, or were connected with 
heroes whose fame was swallowed up hy that of n newer 
generalioD. It would be the work of minstrels, priests, 
and poets, as the national spirit grew conscious of itself) to 
shape all the»e materials into a delimte body of tradition. 
This is the rule of devclopincnt — first scattered stori(», then 
the union of these into a nafional li:gciicl. The growlh of 
later national legends, which wc are a.ble to Uacc, histori* 
tally, has £;encrally come about in this fashion. To take 
the best known example, we are able to compare the real 
history of Charlemagne with the old epic poems on his 
life and cxpbits. In these poems we find that facts are 
strangely exaggerated, and distorted; that purely fanciful 
additions arc nude to the true records, that the more striking 
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events of earlier history are crowded into the legend of 
Charles, that mere fairy tales, current among African as well 
as European peoples, aie traasmuted into false history, and 
that the anonymous characters of fairy tales are converted 
into historical personages. We can also wateh the process 
by which feigned genealogies were construcied, which con* 
nectcd the princely houses of France with the imaginary 
heroes of the epics. The conci uston is that the political history 
of Charlemagne has only the fajnlest relations to the true 
history. And we are justified in supposing that quite as 
little of the real history of events can be extracted from the 
tale of Troy, aa from the Chamcns de Geste. 

By the time the Odyssty was composed, it is certain that 
a poet had before him a well-arranged mass of legends and 
trodtiiona from which he might select his materials. The 
author of the Iliad has an extremely full and curiously 
consistent knowledge of the local traditions of Greece, the 
memories which were cherished by Thebans, Pylians, people 
of Mycenae, of Argos, and so on. Both the Uiad and the 
Odyji^y assume this knowledge in the hearers of the poems, 
and take for granted some acquaintance with other legends, 
as with the story of the Argonautic Expedition. Now that 
story itself is a tissue of popular tales, — still current in many 
distant lands, — but all woven by the Greek genius iiUo the 
histoiy of lason. 

The liistory of the return of Odysseus as told in the 
Odyssey, is la Iho same way, a tissue of old mitrchtn. 
These must Lave existed for an unknown length of lime 
before they gravitated into the cycle of the tale of Troy. 

The extraordinary ariistic skill with which legends and 
myths, originally unconnected with each other, are woven 
into the plot of the Odyssty, so that the man'cls of savage 
tuul barbaric ikncy become indispensable parts of an artistic 



whole, is one of the chief proofs of the unity of authorship 
of thai poem. We now go on to sketch the plot, which is 
a marvel of construction. 

Odvsseus was the King of Ithaca^ a stitn.II and ragged 
island on the western coast of Greece. When he was but 
lately murried to Penelope, and while his only son Tele- 
machuf was etUI xn infajit, the Trojan war began. It is 
scarcely necessary to say that the object of thia war, as 
conceived of by the poets, was to win back Helen, the wife 
cf Menclftus, from Paris, the son of Priam, King of Troy. 
As Menelaus was the brother of Agamemnon, the Empetor, 
so to speak, or recognised chief of the petty king:donis of 
Greece, the whole force of these tungdoms was at his dia- 
poeal. No prince came to the leaguer of Troy from a home 
more remote than that of Odysseus. When Troy was taken, 
in the tentli year of the war, his bomeward voyage was the 
longest and most perilous. 

The action of the Odyssey occupies but the last six weeks 
of the ten years during which Odysseus was wandering. Two 
nights in these six weeks are taken up, however, by his own 
narrative of his adveaturcs (to the Fhaeacians, p. xx) in the 
previous ten years. With this explanatory narrative we must 
begin, before coming to the regular action of the poem. 

Aflcr the fall of Troy, Odysseus touched at Ismarus, the 
city of a Tliraciaii people, whom he attacked and plundered, 
but by whom he was at last repulsed. The north wind then 
carried his ships to Malea, the extreme southern point of 
Greece. Had he doubled Malea safely, he would probably 
have leached Ithaca in a few days, wouM have found Pene- 
lope unveicd by wooers, and Tclema.chu3 a. boy often year} 
old. But tliis was not to be. 

The ' ruinous winds' drove Odysseus and his ships for ten 
days, and on the tenth ihcy touched the land of the Lotus- 
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Eaters, whose (lowcry food causes sweet forgelfulness. Lotue- 
land was possibly in Western Lib)'a, but it ts more probable 
that ten days' voyag'e from the souihern point of Greece, 
brought Odysseus into an unexplored region of fairy-land. 
Egypt, of which ilomcr had some knowledge, was but five 
days* sail from Crete. Lotus-land, therefore, being ten days' sail 
from Malea, was well over the limit of the discovered world. 
am this country Odysseus went on till he reached the 
land of the lawless CycISpcs, a piistoral people of giants. 
Later Greece feigned that the Cyclflpcs dwell near Mount 
Etns, in Sidly. Homer leaves their place of abode ia the 
vague. Among Ihe CyclQpes, Odysseus had the adventure 
on which his whole fortunes hinged. He destroyed the eye 
of ihe cannibal giant, Polyphemus, a son of Poseidon, the 
God of Ihe Sea. To avenge this act, Poseidon drove 
Odysseus wandering for ten long years, and only suffered 
him to land in Ithaca, 'alone, in evil case, to find troubles 
in Ills house.' This is a very remarkable point in the plot. 
The story of the crafty adventurer and the blinding of the 
giant, with the punning device by which the hero escaped, 
exists in the shape of a detached ncSrckm or fairy-tale 
among races who never heard of Homer. And when wo 
find the story cimong Oghuzians, Esthoninns, Basques, and 
Celts, it seems natural to suppose that these people did not 
break a fragment out of the Odyssey, but that the autlioi ol 
tlic Odyssey took possession of a legend out of the great 
tiadilional store of fiction. From the wide distribution of 
the tale, there is reason to suppose that it is older than 
Homer, and that it was not originally told of Odysseus, but 
u-as attached to his legend, as floating Jests of unknown 
authorship are attributed to eminent wits. It has been 
remarked \viih truth tliat In this episode Odysseus acts om 
of character, that he is foolhardy a& well as cunning. Ycl 



ihe autbor of the OJvssey, so Tar from merely dow-teiling 
this stoiy at random into tiis narrative, hus made tils ubole 
plot tum on tho injury to the Cyclops. Ha4 be not foolishly 
exposed liimsell' and his companions, by his vtiii u» the 
Cyclops, Odysseus would never have been driren wand«i- 
tng for ten vcary years. The prayers of the blinded Cydops 
were heard and fulfilled by Poseidon. 

From the land of the Cyclops, Odysseus and his com]>aDy 
■ailed Co the IsIa of Aeolus, tl^e king of th« wind$. This 
place too is undefined; we only learn that, even with the 
most favourable gale, it was ten days' sail fiom Ithaca. In 
the Isle of Aeolas Odyi>scus abode for a month, and then 
Kceit'cd from the king a bag; in which all the winds were 
bound, except that which was to waft the hero to his home. 
This son of bag was probably not unfamlliftr to superstitious 
Greek sailois who had dealings with wiichea, like the modern 
wise women of tlic Lapps. The companions of the hero 
opened the bag when Ithaca was in sight, llic winds rushed 
out, the ships were borne back to the Aeolian lule, and 
thence the hero was roughly diunissed by Aeolus. Seven 
days' sail brought hini lo Latuos, a city of the cannibal Laes- 
trygonians. Their country, too, is in No-man's-land, and 
nothing can be inferred from the &ct that their fountain 
was called Artada, and that there was an Artacia in Cyzicus. 
In Lamos a very important adventure befel Odysseus. The 
cannibals destroyed all his Sect, save on« ship, with which 
be made his escape to the I&le of Circif. Here the enchant- 
ress turned part of the crew into swine, but Odysseus, by aid 
of the god Hcrmea, redeemed them, and became the lover of 
Circ<5. Tliis adventure, like the story of the Cyclops, is a 
fairy tale of great antiquity. Dr. Gerland, in his AH Gritch- 
iuht M&rchtn in dir Odysxa, has shown that the story makes 
part of the collection of Somadcva, a store of Intlian tales, of 
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which t2oo A.D. is the ap]jro.vimale date. Circd appears as a 
Vackshini, and is conquered when an adventurer seizes her 
flute whose magic music turns men into beasts. The Indian 
Cire<! had the habit of eating the animals into which she 
transformed men. 

We must suppose that the ajfairs with (he Cicones, the 
Lotus-eaters, the Cyclops, Aeolus, and the Lae9tr>-gonianB, 
occupied most of the first year after the faU of Troy. A 
year was then spent in the Isle of Circ^, after wliich the 
sailors were eager to make for home. Clrcrf commanded 
them to go down to Hades, to learn the homeward wa.y from 
the ghost of the Theban prophet TeJresias. The descent 
into hell, for some similar purpose, is common in the epics 
of other lacen, such as the Finns, and the South-Sea Islanders. 
The narrative of Odysseus's visit to the dead (book xi) is 
one of the most moving passages in the whole poem. 

From Teiresios Odysseus learned that, if he would bring- 
his companion home, he must avoid injuring the sacred 
catUe of the Sun, which pastured in the Isle of Thrinacia. If 
these were harmed, he would arrive in Ithaca alone, or in 
the words of the Cyclops's prayer, 'in evil plight, with 
loss of ali hia company, on board the ship of stringers, to 
find sorrow in his house.' On retuming to the Is]« Aeaean, 
Odysseos was warned by Circ^ of the dangers he would 
encounter. He and his friends set forth, escaped the Si- 
rens (a son of mermaidens), evaded the Clashing Rocks, 
which close on ships (a fable known to the Aztecs), passed 
Scylla (the pieuvre of antiquity) with loss of some of the 
company, and reached Thrinacia, the Isle of the Sun. Here 
the company of OdysBcus, constrained by hunger, devoured 
the sacred kine of the Sun, for which offence they were 
punished by a sliipwreck, when aJl were lost save Odysseus. 
He floated ten days on a raft, and then reached the isle of 
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ih€ goddess Calypso, who kept bdin as her lover for eight 
years. 

The first two years after the fall of Troy arc nowaccoonWd 
for. They were occupied, aa we have seen, by adventares 
with the Cicones, the I-otus-eaters, the Cyclops, Aeolus, the 
Lacstrygonians, by a year's residence with Circrf, by ihe 
descent into Hades, the encounlers with the Sirens, and 
ScylU, and the fatal sojourn in the isle of Tlirinacia. Wc 
leave Odysseiu alooe, for eight years, consuming: his own 
bcajl, in the island paradis« of Calypso. 

In Itbaca, the hero's home, things seem to have passed 
smoolhly till about the sixth year after the fall of Troy. 
Then the men of the younger generation, the ialand chiefs, 
bcfpn to woo Penelope, and to vex her son Tclcmachus. 
Laertes, the father of Odysseus, was too old to help, and 
Pet»elope only gained time by her famons device of weaving 
and unweaving the web. The wooers began to put com- 
pulsion on the Queen, quartering themselves upon her, de- 
vouiing her substance, and insulting her by their relations 
with b«r handmaids. Thus Penelope pined at home, amidst 
her wasting possessions. Telemachus fretted in vain, and 
OdysseTis was devoured by grief and homc-sickncss in the 
tale of Calypso. When he had kin there for nigh eight 
years, the action of the Odyssey begins, and occupies about 
six weeks. 

DAT I (Book % 

The ordaimi time has now arrived, when by the counsels of 
the Gods, Odysseus is to be brought home to free his house, 
to avenge himself on the wooers, and recover his kingdom. 
The chief agent in his restoration is PaJlas Athene ; the first 
book open* with her prayer to Zeus that Odysseus may be 
delivered. For this purpose Hermes is to be sent to 
Calypso to bid her release Odysseus, while Pallas Athene 
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in tfi< gliap* of Mentor, a friend of Odysseus, visits Te!«- 
machus in Ithaca. She bids him call an asisettibly of the 
people, dismiss the wooers to their homes, and his mother 
to her father's house, and go in quest of bis own father, in 
Pylos, ihe city of NcBlor, and Sparta, the home of Mcnelaus. 
Telemachus recognises tlie Goddess, and the first day closes. 

Dav a (Book ii). 
TelcirachHs assembles the people, but he has not the 
heart to carry out Athene's advice. He cannot send the 
wooers away, nor turn hia mother out of her house. He 
rather wealtly appeals to (he wooers' consciences, and an- 
nounces his intention of going to seek his father. Thejr 
answer with scorn, but are warned of their fate, which ia 
even at the doors, by Halitherses. His prophecy (first made 
when Odysseus act c-ul for Troy) tallies with the prophecy of 
Teircsias, and the prayer of Ihe Cyclops. The reader will 
observe a series of portents, prophecies, and omens, which 
grow more numerous and admonishing as their doom draws 
nearer to the wooers. Their hearts, however, are hardened, 
and they mocit at Telemachus, who, aficr an interview with 
Athene, borrows a ship and iccretly sets out for Pylos. Athene 
accompanies him, and his friends man his galle/. 

Dat 3 (Book iii). 

They reach Pylos, and are kindly received by the aged 
Nestor, who has no news about Odysseus. After sacrifice, 
Athene disappears. 

Day 4 (Book iii}. 

The fourth day is occupied with sacrifice, and the talk 
of Ntrtor. In the evening Telemachus (leaving his ship and 
friends atPylos) drives his chariot into Pherae, half way to 
Sparta; Teislstratas, the son of Nestor, acconip-inics liim. 



Dav s (Book Iv). 

TelcmachuB and Pcialstntus arrivit at Sparia, where Menc- 
laus ind Hden receive them kindly. 

Dat 6 (Book iv). 

Mcnelaus tells how he himself caire home in the eiphih 

year after the fall of Twy. He had heard from Proteus, the 

Old Man of the Sea, that Odysseus was alive, and a captive 

.on an island of the deep. Menelaus invites Tetcmaclms lo 

'«t*y with him for eleven days or iwelve, wliich Tcicniachus 

declines to do. It will later appear that he made an even 

ilonger stay at Sparta, though whether he changed his mind, 

'or whether we have here an inadvcilence of the poet's, it is 

hard to determine. This blemish has been used as an argu- 

■jacat Against tJie unity of authorship, bat writers of all ages 

lye made graver mistakes. 

On this same day (the sixth) the wooers in Ithaca learned 

that Tclcmaclms had really set out to ' cruise after his father.' 

They sent some of their numhcr to lie in amhush for liira, 

in a certain strait which he was likely to pass on his return 

to Ithaca. Penelope also heard of her son's departure, but 

was consoled by a dream, 

Dat 7 (Book v). 

The sevenlli day finds us again in Olympus, Atliene 
ayain urges the release of Odysseus, and Hermes is sent to 
bid Calypso let the hero go. Zeus propheciM that after 
twenty days sailing, Odysseus -will reach Scheria, and the 
bospilablc Phaeacians, a people akin to the Gods, who will 
convey him lo Ithaca. Hermes accomplishes the message 
to Calypso. 



KX 



INTRODUCTZON. 



Dats 8-11-32 (Book v). 

These (laj^ are occupied by Odysseus in making and 
launching x raft; on the twelfth day from the beginning of 
the action he leaves Calypso's isle. He sails for eighteen 
days, and ou tiic eighteenth day of his voyage (the twen^- 
ninth from the beginniog of the action), he sees Scheria. 
Poseidon raises a storm against hiin, and it is not till the 
thirty-second day from that in which Athene visited Tele- 
machus, that he lands in Schcria, the country of the 
Pliacacians. Here he is again in fairy land, A rough, 
but perfecdy recognisable form of the Pliaeacian mylh, is 
found in an Indian collcclion of mdrchtn (already refcired 
10) of [he twelfth century A.D. Here the riweadans are the 
VidySdhiris, and their old enemies the CyclSpes, are the 
Raksbashas, a sort of giants. The Indian Odysseus, who 
seeks the city of gold, passes by the home of an Indian 
Aeolus, Satyavrata. His later adventures are confused, and 
the Greek version retains only the more graceful fancies of 
the mUrc&en. 

Dat 33 (Book vi). 

Odysseus nie£l5 i^Msicaa, daughter of Alcinous, the 
Phaeacian King! ai^vyher aid, and that of Athene, is 
fevourably received at the palace, and tells how he came 
from Calypso's island. His name is still unknown to bis 
hosts. 

Day 34 (Boola M, viij, is, x, xi, xii). 

Tbc Phacacians and Odysseus display their skill in sports. 
Naosicaa bids Odpseus farewell. Odysseus recounts to 
AkinoQs, and Arete, the Queen, those adventures to the two 
years between the fall of Troy and his captivity in llie 
island of Calypso, which we have already described (pp. 
liti-xvLi). 



Dat 35 (Book xiii). 

Odysseus is convtycd to Ithaca, in the eveaing, on one of 
the magical barques of the Pbaeacians. 

Dat 36 (Books xiii, xiv, xv). 

He wakMifl in Ithaca, which he does not at first reco^ise. 
He learns from Athene, for the first time, that the wooers 
beset his house. She disguises him zs an old man, and bitis 
him go to the hut of the swineherd Eumacus, who 19 loyal 
to his absent lord. Athene then goca to Lacedaemon, to 
bring back Telemachus, who has now resided tier* for a 
month. Odysseus won the heart of Eumaeus, who of course 
did not recognise him, and slept in the swineherd's hut, 
while Athene was waking TelemacLus, in Lacedaemon, and 
bidding iiiin ' be Diindful of his return.' 

Day 37 (Book xv). 

Is spent by Odysscua in the swineherd's hut. Telemaclius 
reaches Phcrac, half-way to Pylcs. 

Dat 38 (Book xv). 

Te^emftchas reaches Pylosj bal does not visit Nestor, To 
save time he goes at once on board ship, taking with him on 
unfoitunate outlaw, Theoclymenus, a second-sighted man, of 
the family of Mdampus, in which the gift of propliecy was 
hereditary-. The ship passed the Elian coast at oight, and 
evadc4 the ambush of the woo«r& Meanwhile Odysseus 
was sittir^ up almost till dawn, listening to the history of 
EumaeiB, the swineherd. 

Day 39 (Books xv, xvi). 

Telemachua reaches the Isle of Ithaca., sends his ship to 
the city, but himself, by advice of Athene, makes for the but 



of Eumaeus, where he meets, bot naturally does not recognise, 
his disguised father. He sends Eumaeus to Penelope with 
news of his arrival, and then Athene reveals Odysseus to 
Telemachus. The two plot the death of the wooers. Odys- 
seus bids Telemachus remove, on a favourable opportunity, 
the arms which were disposed as trophies on the 'walls of the 
hall at home. (There is a slight diBcrepancy between tho 
words of this advice and ihe manner in which it is anerwards 
executed.) During this interview, the ship of Telemachus, the 
wooers who had been in ambush, and Eumaeus, all reached 
the town of Ithaca. In the evening Eumaeus returned to his 
hut, where Athene bad again disguised Odysseus. 

Dat 40 (Books xi-ii, xviii, xix, xx). 
The story is now hastening to its close, and many events 
are crowded into the fortieth day. Telemachus goes from 
the swineherd's hnl to the city, and calls his guest, Theocly- 
menus, to the palace. The second-sighted man prophesies 
of the near revenge of Odysseus. In the afternoon, Odys- 
seus (still disguised) and Eumaeus reach the city, the dog 
Argos recognises the hero, and dies. Odysseus goes beg- 
ging through his own hall, and is struck by Antinous, the 
proudest of the wooers. Late in the day Eumaeus goes 
home, and Odysseus fights with the braggart beggar Irui 
Still later, Penelope appears among the wooers, and receives 
presents from them. When the wooers have withdrawn, 
Odysseus and Telemachus remove the weapons from the hall 
to the armoury. Afterwards Odysseus has an interview with 
Penelope (who does not recognise him), but he is recognised 
by his old nurse Eurycleia. Penelope mentions her purpose 
to wed the man who on the following day. the feast of the 
Archer-gad Apollo, shall draw the bow of Odysseus, and 
send an arrow through the holes in twelve axe-b!adeg, set up 
[n a row. Thus the poet shows that Odysseus has arrived 
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in Iiliaca not a day too soon. Odysseus is comforted b/ a 
vbion of Athene, and 

Day 41 (Boots XK, )txi, xitii, xxiii). 
by the ominous prayer uttered by a weary woman grinding 
at the mill The swinchetd and the disloyal Melanthius arrive 
at the palace. The wooers defer the plot to kill Telemachue, 
as the day is holy to Apollo. Odysseus 13 led up from his 
Beat n«ir the door to a place beside Tclemachiis at the 
cbieCs [able. The wooers mock Tclemachos, and the second- 
sighted Theoclymenus sees the ominous shroud of death 
covering iheir bodies, and the walls dripping with blood. 
He leaves the doomed company. In the trial of the bow. 
none of the wooers can draw it; meanwhile Odys3cus has 
declared himself to the neatherd and the swineherd. The 
former bars and fastens the outer gates of the court, the 
latter bids Eorycleia bar the doors of the womens" chambers 
which lead out of the hall. Odysseus now gets the bow into 
his hand^ strings it, sends the arrow througli the axe-blades, 
$nd then leaping on the threshold of stone, deals hi<t shafts 
*Binong the wooers. Tetemachus, the neatherd, and Eumaeus, 
aiding him, he slaughters all ihe crew, despite the treachery 
of McUnthius. The paramours of the wooers are hanged, 
and Odysseus, after some delay, ia recognised by Penelope. 

Dav 43 (Books xxiii, xxiv). 

This day is occupied with the recognition of Odysseus 

E|py his aged father Laertes, and with the futile attempt of 

kinsfolk of the wooers to avenge them on Odysseus. 

Athene reconciles the feud, and Ihe toih of Odysseus are 

accomplished. 

The reader has now before him a chronologically arranged 
sketch of the action of the Oifyssty, It is, perhaps, apparent, 
even from this bare outline, that the composition is elaborate 



and arlistic, that tbe threads of the plot are skilfully separated 
and combined. The germ of the whole epic ts probably the 
popular talc, known all over ihc world, of the wirrior who, 
on his return from a long expedition, has great diSiculty in 
making liie prndent wife recognise him. The incident occurs 
as a detached story in China, and in moat European countries 
it is told of a crusader. Wc may suppose it to be older than 
ibe legend of Troy, and to have gravitated into the cycle of 
that legend. The years of the hero's absence are then filled 
up with adventures (the Cyciops, Circ^, the Phaeacians, the 
Sirens, the descent into hell) which exi&t as scattered tales, 
or are woven into the more elaborate epics of Gaels, Aztecs, 
Hindoos, Tartars, South-Sea Islanders, Finns, Russians, 
Scandinavians, and Eskimo. The whole is surrounded with 
the atmosphere of the kingly age of Greece, and the result is 
the Odyssey, with that unity of plot and variety of character 
which must have been given by one masterly construcdve 
genius. The date at which the poet of the Odyssey liwd 
may be approximately determined by his consistent descrip- 
tion of a peculiar and definite condition of Bocicty, which 
had ceased to exist in the ninth century b.c., and of a stage of 
art in which Phoenician and Assyrian influences predominated. 
{Du KuTul hei Homtr. Brunn.) As to the mode of composi- 
tion, it would not be difiicuit to show that at least the a 
priori WolfJan arguments against the early use of writing for 
literary purposes have no longer the cogency which they 
were once thought to possess. But this is matter for a 
separate invesdgation. 
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la * CouihbI 4f the Gods, PcKridon abwnt, Pnlliu jwocureth nn order 
bribe te«iintfefi orOdyuMii; And appeftring ta his ion Tdenweliut. in 
hiuiuu) (Iiape, adt^th him M compltiin of tb« \V'oo«ri bcToie the Coundl 
or the people, uni Ili«n go lo Pjlo* <umI Sp<utA lo iai|nit« about hi* 
falhw. 

Tbll mc, Muse, of that msn, so ready at need, who wan- 
dered far and wide, after be had sacked the eacred ' ciiadel 
of Troy, and many were the men whose towns he sfiw and 
whose mind lie learnt, yea, and many the woes he suffered 
in Lis heart upon ihc deep, striving to win his own life and 
ihc return of his company. Nay, but even so he saved not 
bis company, though he de&ircd it sore. For through the 
blindness of their own hearts ihey peiished, foo!^ who de- 
voured the oxen of Helios Hyperion : but Oie god took 
fTom them their day of relumitig. Of ihcw things, goddess. 
duster of Zens, whencesocvcr thou hast heard thereof, 
dsclere thoa even unto us. 

Now all the rest, as many as fled from sheer destruction, 
were at home, and had eacaped bath war and sea, butOdysseus 
only, craving for his wife and for his homeward path, the lady 
nymph Calypso held, that fair^ goddess, in her boUow caves, 
kmghig to iiave him for her lord. But when now the year 
b«l come in the courses of the seasons, wherein the gods had 
ordained that he &hould return home to Ithaca, not even there 
was he quit of iabuors, not even among his own ; but all the 
g;oda had |)ity on him save Poseidon, who raged continually 




against godlike Odysseus, till he came to his own country. 
Howbcit Poseidon had now departed for ihe distant Eihio- 
pians, the Ethiopians that are $und«ied in Lwain, the uttennost 
of men, abiding som« where Hyperion sinks and some where 
he rises. There he looked to receive his hecatomb of hulls 
and nana, (here lie maile merry silting at the feast, but the 
odicr gods were giUhcred in the halb of Olympiao Zeus. 
Then among them the father of gods and men began to speak, 
for he bethought him in his heart of noble Aegistlius, whom 
the son of Agamemnon, far-famed Orestes, slew. Thinking 
upon him he spake out among the Immortals : 

' Lo you ROW, how vainly mortal men do blame the gods! 
For of us they say comes evil, whereas they even of them- 
selves, through the blindness of their own hearts, have sorrowa 
beyond that which is ordained Even as of late Acgisthua, 
beyond that which was ordained, look lo him the wedded 
wife of the sonof Atreus and killed her lord on his reiorn, 
and [hat with sheer doom before his eyes, since we had 
warned him by the embassy of Hermee the keen-sighted, the 
slayer of Argos, that he should neither fcill the man, nor woo 
his wife. For the son of Atreus shall be avcinged at the hand 
of Orestes, so soon as he Ehall come to man's estate and long 
for his own countiy. So spake Hermes, yet he prevailed not 
on the hcait of Aegisthus, for all his good will ; but now 
hath he paid one price for a!L' 

And the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him, saying ; 
' O father, our father Cronides, throned in the highest ; that 
man assuredly lies in a dea.th that is his due; so perish 
likcv'i«e all who work such deeds ! Bat my heart is rent for 
wise Odysseus, the hapless one, who far from his friends this 
long while suGTereth aCHiction in a seagirt isle, where is the 
ravel of the sea, a woodland isle, and therein a goddess 
bath her habitation, the daughter of the wizard Atlas, 
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who knows the depths of every sea, and himself upholds 
the tall pillars which keep earlh and sky asunder. His 
daughter it is that holds the hapless nun in sorrow : and 
.ever wth sof^ and g:ui!cfiil tales she is wooing bim to 
: (brgetfulncsg of Ithaca. Bnt Odyssens yearning to see if it 
were but the emoke leap upwards from his own land, hath 
a desire to die. As for thee, thine liean regardcih it not at 
all, Olympian I Whati did not Odyssctis by the >.hips of 
the Argivcs make thee free offering of sacrifice in the wide 
Trojan land I Wheiefore wast thou then eo wrotfa witb him, 
OZeos?' 

And Zeas the cloud-gatherer nnswered her, and said, * My 
child, what word harh escaped the door of ihy lips'? Yea, 
how should I forget divine Odysseus, who in unJcrstanding 
is beyond mortals and beyond a.11 men hath done sacrifice 
to the deathless f ods, who keep the wide heaven ? Nay, but 
it is Poseidon, the girdler of the earth, thai bath been wroth 
continually with quenchless anger for the Cyclops' sake 
r vhom he blinded of his eye, even godlike Polyphemus whose 
owcr is raighdest amongst all the Cyclfipcs. His mother 
was the nymph Thoosa, daughter of Phorcys, lord of the tin- 
har^'esied sea, and in the hollow caves she lay with Poseidon. 
From that day forth Poseidon the oarih-shnker doth rot 
indeed slay Odysseus, but drivelh liim wnndering from his 
own country. But come, let us here one aad all lake good 
counsel as touching his returning, that he may be got home; 
so sliaD Poseidon let go his displeasure, for he will in no 
wise be able to strive alone against all, in despite of all the 
deathless gods.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, an^^wered him, and 
•aid: 'Ofaihcr, our father Cronides, throned in the highest. 
If indeed this thing is now well pleasing to the blessed gods, 
that wise Odysseus should return to his own home, let us 
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Aen speed Heimea the Messenffcr. the slay« of Aigos, to 
Oie island of Ogygia. There wtih all speed let him declare to 
(he lady of the braided tresses our unerring counsel, even 
the return of the patient Odyaaeus, that so he may come to 
his home. But as for me I will go to Iihaca that L may rouse 
bis son yet the more, pianiing might in bis heart, to call 
an assembly of the long-haired Achaeans and spealt out 
to all the wooers who slaughter continually the sheep of his 
tliton^ng flocks, and his kinc Vkith trBiiling feet and sham- 
bling gait. And I -nill guide him to Sparta and to sandy 
Fylos to seek tidings of his dear father's return, if peradveo- 
ture he ras^y hear thereof and that so lie may be had in good 
report among men.' 

She spaVe and liourd beneath her feet her lovely golden 
sandals, that wax ttiA old, and bare her alike over the wet sea 
and orer the limitless land, swift as the breath of the wind. 
And she seized her doughty spear, shod with sharp bronze, 
weighty and huge and strong, wherewith she quells the t^nks 
of heroes with whomBoever she is wroth, the daughter of the 
mighty sire. Then from the heights of Olympus she came 
glancing down, and she stood in the land of Ithaca, at the 
entry of the gale of Odysseus, on the threshold of the court- 
yard, holding in her hand the spear of bronie, in the sem- 
blance of a stranger, Menles the captain of the Taphians. 
And there she found the lordly wooers : now they were 
taking their pleasure at drnughts in front of the doors, sitting 
on hideg of oxen, which themselves had slain. And of the 
henchmen and the ready squires, some were mixing for them 
wine and water in bowh, and some again were B-asbing the 
tables with porons sponges and were setting them forth, and 
others were carving flesh in plenty. 

And godlike Telemachus was far the first to descry her, 
for he was sitting- with a heavy heart among the wooera 



dreaming on bis good f&thcr, if hapty he might come aom^ 
whence, and make a scattering of the wooers there through- 
out the palace, und himseir get honour and bear rule among 
his own possessions. Thinking thereupon, as be Sal among 
wooers, be saw Athene — and he weal straight to the outer 
poicb, foi he thought it blame in bh heart that a stranger 
should stand long at the gates: and halting nigh her be 
chuped her right hand and took from her the spear ofbronze, 
and uttered his voice and spake onto her winged words: 

' Hail, stranger, with tia thou slialt be kindly entreated, and 
tbereafler, when ihou hast tasted meat, thou shall tell us 
that whereof thou hast need.' 

Therewith he led the way, and Pallas Athene followed. 
And when they were now within the lofty house, he set her 
spear that he bore againi^i a tall pillar, withii) the polislied 
spear-stand, where stood many spears beside:!, even those o( 
Odysseus of the hardy heart ; and lie led the goddess and 
seated her on a goodly carven chair, and spread a linen cloth 
thereuadcr, and beneath was a footstool for tiic feet. For 
bim&cIT he placed an inlaid scat hard by, apart from the 
company of iJie wooers, lest the stranger should be dis- 
quieted by tlie noise and should have a loathing for the meal, 
being come among overweening men, and alao that he might 
ask biro about his fatlicr that was gone from his home. 

Then a handmaid hare water for ihe washing of hands in 
a goodly golden ewer, and poured it forth over a silver basin 
to wash withal, and drew to their side n polished table. 
And a grave dame bare wheaten bread and set it by them^ 
and laid on the board many dainties, giving freely of such 
things as she had by her. And a carver lifted and placed 
bf them plattersofdiverskindsof flesh, and nigh them be set 
golden bowls, and a henchman walked to and fro pouring 
out to tbcw the wine. 
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Tb«a in came the lordly wooers ; stnd thay sat ihem down 
in rows on chairs anJ on high sents, and bcnchmen poured 
vulet on their hantU, and maidservants piled wbe:Uen bread 
by tbcm in baskets, and pages crowned the bowls widi drink ; 
and they stretched forth theii hands upon llic good cheer 
spread bcToie them. Now when tliu wooers had put rrom 
ihem the desire of meat xnd drink, they minded them of 
other diings, even of the song and dance: for these are the 
crown of the feast. And a henchman placed a beaiiteou-> lyre 
in the hands of Phcmius, who was minstrel to the wooers 
despite bis will, Yea and as he touched the lyre he lifted 
up his voice in sweet song*. 

But Telemachus spake unlo grey-eyed Athene, holding his 
head close to her that those others might not hear : ' Dear 
euanger, will thou of a truth be wrotlj at the word that 1 
shall sayj Yonder men verily care for such things as these, 
the lyic sad son^, lightly, as ihey that devour the Itvclihood of 
another without atonement *, of that man whose white bones, 
it may be, lie wasting in the rain upon the mairdand, or the 
billow rolls them in the brine. Were but these men to Bee 
him returned to Iihaca, they all would pray rather for greater 
speed of foot thaji for gain of gold and raiment. But now 
he hath perished, even so, an evil doom, and for tis is no 
comfort, no, not though any of earthly men should say that 
he will come again. Gone is the day of his returning I But 
come declare me tliis, anj tell rac all plainly : Who art thou 
of the sons of men, and whence? Where is thy city, where 
axe they thai begat thee? Say, on what manner of ship 
didst thou come, and how did sailors bring thee to Ithaca, 
and who did they avow themselvea to be, for in nowise do 
I deem that thou earnest hither by land. And herein tell 

* Or, ocuatdinK to (he oidioaty itiIcrpreUlJoii of SanfioJiXttO 1 So br 
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me true, that I may know for a nirety whether thou art a 
oewcomCT, or whether ihoa art a guest of the house, seeinp 
that many were itie strangers thai came to our home, for 
that he too had voyaged much among men.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him: 
* Yea now, I wi!] plainly tell thee alL I avow me to be 
Mentes, son of wise Anchialus, and I bear role among the 
Taphians, lovers of ihe oar. And now am I come to shore, 
as thou aeeat, with ship and crew, sailing over the wine-dark 
sea, onto men of strange speech, even to Temesa*, in quest 
of copper, and ray cargo is shining iron. And there tny ship 
is lying toward the upland, away from the city, in the harbour 
of Rheithron beneath wooded NeVon : and we declare our- 
selves to be friends one of the other, and of houses friendly, 
from of old. Nay, if thou wouldest be assured, go ask the old 
roan, the hero Laertes, who they aay no more comes to the 
city, but far away toward the upland suffers affiiction, wilh 
an ancient woman for his handmaid, who sets by him meat 
and drink, whensoever weariness takes bold of hiS' limbs, as 
be creeps along the knoll of his vincyaid plot. And now am 
1 come; for verily they said that kf, thy father, was among 
bis people; bm lo, the gods withhold him from his way. 
For goodly Odysseus hath not yel perished on the earth ; 
but still, methinks, he lives and is kept on the wide deep 
in a sea-girt isle, and hard men constnun him, wild folk 
that bold him, it may be, sore against bis wiU. Bui now of 
a truth will I utter my word of prophecy, as the Immortals 
bring it into my heart and as I det^m it will be accompliBhed, 
though no soothsayer am 1, nor skilled in the signs of birda. 
Henceforth indeed foi no long while shall he be far from his 
own dear country, not though bonds of iron bind him; he 
will advise him of a way to return, for he is a man of many 

■ TitcnMiA. to ihs mounuiuoiM centre of Cjpnu. 
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devices. But come, declare me this, and (ell me all plainljr, 
whetliei indeed, so tall as Lhou art, Lhou art sprung from ihc 
loinB of Odysseus. Thy head smely and thy beauteous <ycs 
are wondrous like to bU, since fall maay a time have w« 
held converse together ere he embarked for Troy, whither 
the others, aye ihe bravest of the Argives, went in hollow 
shipK. From that day forth neither have I seen Odj-sseus, 
rwr he noe.* 

Then wise Telemachus answered her, and said : ' Vea, sir, 
now will I plainly tell ihee all. My mother vertly sailh that I 
am his ; for myself I know not, for never man yet knew of 
himself his own descent. O that I bad been the son of some 
blessed man, whom old age overtook among his Ofra posses- 
sions! But now of him thai ib the most hapless of mortal 
men, his son the;' Bay that I am, since thou dost question me 
hereof.* 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake unlo him, and 
said: 'Surely no nameless lineage hnvc the gods ordainea 
for lliee in clays 10 come, since Penelope bore thee bo goodly 
a man. But come, decLire me this, and IcU it all plainly. 
What feast, nay, what rout is this? What hast thou to do 
therewith ? Is it a clan drinking, or a wedding feast, for here 
we have no banquet where each man brings his share? In 
such wise, flown with insolence, do they seem to me to revel 
wantonly through the bouse : and well mig'ht any man be 
wroth to see so many deeds of sliaiiie, whatso wise man 
came among them." 

Then wise Ttlemachus answered her, and said : ' Sir, for- 
osaiucii as lhou qttestioncsl mc of these things and inquircst 
thereof, our house was once like to have been rich and honour- 
able, while yet that man was among his people. But now the 
gods willed it otlierwisc, in evil purpose, who have made him 
pass utterly out of eight as no man ever before. Truly I would 



not even for bis death make so gmt aarrow, bad be faUoo 
among his fellows in tbo land of the Trojans, or In tbe arms 
or his friends when he had wound up the clew of war. Then 
would the whole Achaean host have buildcd him a. barrow, and 
even for his son would he hare vron great glory in the aftcx 
days. But now the spirits of the jtorm have swept him away 
inglorious. He is gone, lost to sighi and hearsay, but for me 
bath ho left anguish and lamentation; nor henceforth is it 
for him alone that I moum and weep, since the gods have 
wrought for mc other sore distress. For all the noblest 
that are princes in the isles, it Dulichiam and Same and 
wooded Zacynt!iu^, and as m:\iiy »s lord it in roctcy Ithaca, 
all these woo my mother and waste my house. Bui as for 
bcr she neither rcfuscth the hated bridal, nor hath the heart 
to make an end : so they devour and minish my house, and 
ere long will liiey make havoc likewise of myself." 

Then in heavy displeasure spake unto him Pallas Athene: 

'God help IhccI thou art surely sore in need of Odysseus 

that is afar, to stretch fordi his hands upon the shameless 

wooers. If he could but come now and stand at the 

entering in of the gate, with helmet and shield and lancce 

twain, as mighty a man as when first I marked him in 

our house drinking and making merry what time he came 

, up out of Ephyra from Ilus son of Mermerus 1 For even 

thither had Odysseus gone on his swifi ship to seek 

a deadly drug, that he might have wherewithal to smear 

his bronze-shod arrows: but Ilus would m nowise give it 

him, for he had in awe the eveiliving gods. But my fnther 

»ve it him, for he bare him wondrous love. O that 

l^djrsseus might in such strength consort with the wooers: 

I should they all have swift fate and bitter wedlock! How- 

beit these things surely lie on the knees of the (^s, 

whether iic &hall ictum oi not, and take vengeance in hi» 
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balls. But 1 charge lliee to take counsel how ihou mayesi 
thrust forth th« wooers from the halt. Come now, mark 
and take heed unto my words. On the morrow call the 
Achacait lords to tlie assembly, and declare thy saying lo 
all, and take the g^ods to witness. As for the wooers bid 
tlicm scfttter ihcm each one to his own, and for thy moiher, 
if her hearL ia moved to marriage, let her go back u> (he hall 
of that mighty man her father, and her kinsfolk will furnish 
a wedding least, and array the gifts of wooing exceeding 
many, all that should go back with a daughler dearly be- 
loved '. And to thyself I will giv« a word of wise counsel, 
if perchance thou wilt hearken. Fit out a ship, the best thou 
hast, with twenty oarsmen, and go to inquire concerning thy 
fattier that is long afar, if perchance any man shall tell tfaee 
aught, or if ihou mayest hear the voice from Zeus, which 
rtiiefly bringrs tidings to men. Gut tliee first to Pylos and 
inquire of goodly Nestor, and from thence to Sparta to 
Mcnclaus of the fair hair, for he came home the last of 
the mail-coated Achacans. If thou shall bear news of 
the life and the returning of thy father, then verily thou 
mayest endure the wasting for yet a year. But if thou 
shall hear thai he ts dead and gone, return then to thine 
own dear country and pile his mound, and over it pay 
burial rites, full many as is due, and give thy mother to 
a husband. But when thou hast done this and made an 
end, thereafter take counsel in thy mind and heart, how 
thou mayest slay the wooers in thy halls, whether by guile 
or openly; for thou shouldest not carry childish thoughts, 
being no longer of years thi^rcto. Or hast thou not heard 
what renown the goodly Orestes gat him among all men 
in that he slew the slayer of his father, guileful Aegisthue, 
who killed his famous sire ? And thou, too, my friend, for 
I see that thou art very comely and tall, be valiant, that 



evea men unborn may praise the«. But I will now gc 
dowD to the swift ship and to my men, who mctbinkti chafe 
much at tarrying for me ; and do thou thyself talte heed 
and give ear unto my wonls.' 

Then wise Telemachns answered her, saying : ' Sir, verily 
thou speakest these thin^ out of a frientily heart, as a father 
to his son, and never will I forget them. Bui now I pray 
thee abide here, though eager to be gone, to the end that 
after thou hast bathed and had all thy heart's desire, thou 
mayst wend K) the ship joyful in spiiit, with a cosdy gift and 
very goodly, to be an heirloom of my giving, such as dear 
friends give to friends,' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him : ' Hold 
me now no longer, tltat am eager for the way. But whatso- 
ever gift thine heart shall bid thee give me, when I am on 
my way back let it be mine to carry home : bear from thy 
stores a gift right goodly, and it shall bring thee the worth 
thereof in retmu,' 

So spake she and depajted, the grey-eyed Athene, and like 
an eagle of the sea she flew away, but in his spirit she 
planted might and courage, and put him in mind of his 
fethcr yet more than heretofore. And he marked the thing 
and was amazed, for he deemed that it was a god; and anon 
be went ajnong the vooers, a godlike man. 

Now the renowned minstrel was singing to the wooers, 
and they sal listening in silence; and his song was of the 
pitiful return of the Adiacans, that Pallas Athene laid on 
ibem as they came forlJi from Troy. And from her upper 
chamber the daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, caught the 
gloriouB strain, and she went down the high stairs from her 
chamber, not alone, for Iwo of her handmaids bare her com- 
puijr. Now when the fair lady had come unto the wooers, 
ihc atood by Uie door-post of the wdl-builded roof holding 



up her glistening tire before b«r &cc; luid a raitliru) maidcR 
Stood OS eitb«r side ber. Thcti she fell a vecpiog, and 
spake unto the divine minBlrcl; 

•Phemius, since Lliou knowcsl tnany ocberchanns for mor- 
tals, deeds of men and gods, which bardji rehearse, some one 
of these do thou sing as thou stitest by them, and let tlicm 
drink their wine in silence; but cease from this piiiful 
Btiain, thai ever wastes my heart within my brea«l, since to 
me above aD women haih come a sorrow comfonless. So 
dear a head do I long for in constant memory, namely, that 
man whose fame is noised abroad from Hellas to mid Argos.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered her, and said : ' my 
mother, why then dost thou giudgc the sweet minstrel to 
gladden us as his epirit moves him i It is not minstrels who 
arc in fault, but Zeus, meihinks, is in fault, who gives to 
men, that live by bread*, to each one as he will, As for him 
it is no blame if he sings the ill-faring of the Danaans; 
for men alwaj's prize thai song the most, which rings newest 
in their ears. But let thy heart and mind endure 10 listen, for 
not Odysseus only lost in Troy the day of his returning, but 
many another likewise perished. Howbeit go lo thy chamber 
and mind thine own houscmferies, the loom and distaff, and 
bid thy handmaids ply their tasks. But speech shall be for 
men, for all, but for tne in chief; for mine 13 the lordship in 
the house.* 

Then in amaze she went back 10 her chamber, for she laid 
up the wise saying of her son in her heart She ascended to 
her upper chamber with the women her handmaids, and then 
was bcwaihng Odysseus, iicr dear lord, till grey-eyed Athene 
east sweet sleep upon her eyelids. 

Now the wooers clamoiu'ed throughout the shadowy hallis, 
and each one uttered a prayer to be her bedfellow. And wise 
Tclcinachus first apiLkc among llieui : 



' Wooers o( my mother, men <Jc8pilcr«I out of measure, lei 
US feast now and malic merry and let there be oo bntwling; 
for, lo, it is a good Lhinf^ no list to a minstrel such as 
bim, like to the gods in voice. Bui in the momirtR let us 
al] go to the assembly and sit us down, that I may declare 
my saying outright, to wit that ye leave these liaJls: and 
busy yourselves with other feasts, eating your own substance, 
going in turn from house to house. But if ye deem thU a 
likelier and a better thing, that one man's goods should 
perish without atonement, then waste yc as yc will ; and I 
will call upon the everlasting gods, if haply Zeus may grant 
that acts of recompense be made : so should ye hereafter 
perish within the balls without atonement,' 

So spake be, and all that heard him bit tlieir lips and mar- 
velled at Telemaclius, in that he spake boldly. 

Then Antinous, son of Eiipeilhes, answered him : ' Telem- 
acbus, in ^-ery truth the gods themselves instruct thee to 
be proud of s'pecch and boldly to hnrangne. Never may 
Cronion make thee king in seagirt Ithaca, which thing is of 
inheritance thy right I' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him. and said : ' Anlinous, 
wilt thou indeed be wroth at the word that I &haU say ? Yea, 
at the hand of Zeus wotild I be &in to lake even this thing 
upoa me. Sayest thou that this is the worst hap that can 
befal a man? ^ay, verily it i» no ill thing to be a king : 
the bouse of such an one quickly waxeth rich and himself is 
hdd in greater honour, Howsoever there are many other 
kings of the Achaeans In seagirt Ithaca, kings young nnd 
old; someone of them shall surely have this kingship !:ince 
goodly Odysseus is dead. But as for me, I will be lord 
of our own house and thralls, that goodly Odysseus gat 
me with his spear.' 

Then Earymachus. son of Polybus. answered him, saying : 
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■ Telem&chuii, on th« Iciiees of the gods it sorclj' lies, what 
man is to be Icing over the Acha«ans in seagirt Iihaca. 
But mayest tiiou keep thine O^'O po^essions and be lord in 
ibtnc own house] Never may that man come, wbo shall 
wrest from thee thy substance violently in thine own despite, 
while Ilhnca. yet stands. But I would ask thee, Friend, 
concerning the stranger — whence he is, and of what land he 
avows him to be I Where are his kin and his native fields? 
Doth he bear some tidings of ihy father on his road, or 
comcih he ihns to speed some matter of his own? In stich 
wise did he start up, and lo, he v/aa gone, nor tarried he 
that we should know liim; — and yet he seemed no mean 
man to took upon •.* 

Then wise Tclemachus answered him, and said; 'Emy- 
machus, surely the day of my ruber's returning hath gone 
by. Therefore no more do I put faith in tidings, whence- 
soever they may come, neither have I regard unto any 
divination, whereof my mother may inquire at the lips of 
a diviner, when she hath bidden him to the hall. But as for 
that man, he Is a friend of my house from Taphos, and he 
avows him to be Mentes, son of wise Anchialus, and he 
hath lordship among the Tapliians, lovetB of the oar.' 

So spake Telemachus, l)ut in his heart he knew the 
dealhlesE goddesa. Now the wooers turned them to the 
dance and the delightsome sotig, and made merry, and 
waited till evening should come on. And as they made 
merry, dusk evening came upon them, Then they went 
each one to his own house to lie down to rest 

But Telemachus, where his chamber was builded high up 
In the fair court, in a place with wide prospect, thither 
betook him (o his bed, pondering many thoughts in his 

• The >Ap explnlns Ihe wtpreiaion oT surprise at the sudilen ileponure oi 
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miiid ; and with him went trusty Eorj-cleia, and bare Tor 
him torches burning;. She was the daughter of Ops, son of 
Pciscnor, and Laertes bought her on a time with his wcdth, 
while as yet she was in her first yoiiih, and gave for her ih« 
worth of twenty oxen. And he honoured her even as h< 
honoured hia dear wife in the halls, but he never lay with her, 
for he shunned the wrath of his lady. She went with Telem- 
achus and bare for him the burning torches : and of all the 
women of the household she loved him most, and she had 
nursed him when a liitle one. Tlieii he opened the doors of 
the well-builded chamber and sat him on the bed and took 
ofiT his &ofl doublet, and put it in the wise old woman's hands. 
So she folded the doublet and smoothed it, and hung it on 
a pin by the jointed bedstead, and went forth on her way 
from the room, and pulled to the door with the alvcr handle, 
and drew home the bar with the thong. There, all night 
through, wrapt in a fleece of wool, he meditated in his heart 
upon the ioumcj that Athene had showed him. 



BOOK n. 



TelemBchus cemploinB !n min, nnd fconowlBg a, iMp, go«s secrelljr to 
Pyiot by nigbl- And how be wns Ihcra iecetr«d- 

Now BO soon as early Dawn shone font, the rosy-fingered, 
[he dear son of Odysaeus gat Uim up from his bed. aad put on 
his raiment and cast his sliarp sword about his shoulder, and 
beneaih his smooih feet he bound hia goodly sandals, and 
Slept forth from his chamber in presence Kite a god. And 
straightway he bade the clear-voiced heralds to call the long- 
haired Achaeaiis to ihc agsembly. And ilie heralds called the 
gathering, and the Achaeans were assembled quickly. Now 
when they were gathered and come together, he went on bis 
way to the assembly holding in his hand % spear of bronie,— 
not alone he went, for two swift hounds bare him company. 
Then Athene shed on him a wondrous grace, and all the 
people marvelled at him as he came. And he sat him in his 
father's seat and the elders gave place to him. 

Then the lord Aegj-plus epake among them first; bowed 
was he with age, and skiLed in things past number. Now for 
this reason he spake that his dear son, the warrior Anllphus, 
had gone in ihe hollow ships to llios of the goodly steeds ; but 
the srvage Cyclops slew him in his hollow cave, and made of 
hiiD then his latest meal. Three other sons Aegyptus had, 
and one consorted vith the wooers, namely Eurynoraus, bol 
two continued in their father's fields; yet even so forgat he 
not that son, still mourning and sorrowing. So weeping for 
hia sake he made harangue and spake among them : 

' Hearken now to me, ye men of Ithaca, to the word that 
1 shall say. Never hath our assembly or session been since 



the daj- that goodly Odysseus departed in the hollow ships. 
And now who was minded tlius to assemble ua i On what 
mm lutb such sore need come, of Llie young mui or of tlic 
elder bora? liaih b<: heard soma tidings of the host now 
rctuining, which he might plainly declare to us, for thai be 
first teamed thereof, or doth he show forth and tell some 
oiticr matter of the common weal? McUiinks he is a true 
man— good luck be with himt Zeus vouchsafe hioi some 
good thing in his turn, even all hif heart's de&iie I ' 

So spake he, and the dear son of Odysseus wsts glad at 
the om«n of the word ; nor sat he now much longer, but be 
burned to spealc, and he stood in mid assembly; and 
the herald Peisenor, skilled in sage counscb, placed the stafi 
in hia hands. Then he apake, acco&liog the old man first : 

*01>d man, he is not far off, and soon shah thou know 
it for thyHelf, he who called the folk together, even 1 : for 
Borrow hub come to me in chief. Neither have I heard 
any tidings of the host now returning, which I may plainly 
decUie to you, for that I {\nl learned thereof; neither do 
I show forth or tell any other mailer of the common weal, 
but mine own need, for that evil hath befallen my house, 
a double woe. First, I have lost my noble sire, who some- 
tunc was king among you here, and was gentle as a father ; 
and now is there an evil yet greater far, which sutely shall 
■oon make grievous havoc of my whole house and ruin 
ail my livelihood. My mother did cetta-in wooers beset sore 
against her will, even the sons of those men that beie are 
Ibc noblesL They are too craven to go to the house of 
her father Icarius, that he may himself set the bride- 
price* for bis daughter, and bestow her on whom he will, 
even on him who Hnds favour in his sight. But they 
resorting to our house day by day sacrifice oxen and sheep 
and ^ goats, and keep revel, and drink the dark wine 
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Eecklessly, and lo, our great wealth is wasted, for there is no 
man now alive such as Od>'3S€iis was, to keep rain from ihc 
house. As for me I am nowise stion; like him to ward mine 
own ; verily to the end of my days • Khali I be a weakling 
and ail unskilled in prowefts. Tnily I would defend me if 
but strength were mine; for deeds past sufferance have now 
been wrought, and now my house is wasted utterly beyond 
pretence of right. Resent it in your own hearts, and hat-c 
regard to yotir neighbours who dwell around, and trembk 
ye at the anger of tb<! gods, lest haply they turn upon you 
in wrath at your evil deeds t. I pray you by Olympian Zem 
and hy Themis, who looaetli ami gathercili the meetings of 
men, let be, my friends, and leave me alone to wa&te in hilter 
grief; — unless it 30 be that my father, the good Odj-sseus, out 
of evil lieart wrought harm to the goodly-greased Achaeans, 
in quittance whereof ye now work me harm out of evil hearts, 
and spur on these men. Better for me that ye yourselves 
should eat up my treasures and my flocks. Were ye so 
to devour them, ere long: would some recompense be made, 
for we would urge our plea throughout the town, begging 
back our substance, until ali should be restored. But now 
without remedy arc the pains that ye lay up in my heart.* 

So spake he in wrath, and dashed the staff lo lh>e ground, 
and brake forth in tears; and pity fell on a1i the people, 
Then all the others held their peace, and none had the 
heart to answer Telemachus with hard words, but Antinous 
alone made answer, saying : 

' T«1emnchtis, proud of speech and unrestrained in fury, 
what is this thoti hast said to put us to shame, and vouldcst 
fasten on us reproach/ Behold the fault is not in the 

* CT. B, xxi. i^. For the uso of itie i£l pen. pL like i^iur r^at plural, 
cT. B. xvl. 44, II. vli. 19^ 
+ Or, Icsi Kavf brli|[ yotir evil deed! la wnib 00 your ows hMdi- 



.Achaean wooers, but in thine o\cn mother, for she ii ihc 
[ciafticst of women. For it ia now the tliird year, and the 
3Urth 18 fast going by, since she began lo deceive the minds 
of the Achacans to their brcasti;. Slie ^ves hope to all, and 
makes {vomises to everj- man, and sends them messages, but 
her mind is set on other things. And she hath devised In 
her heart this wile besides; slie set up in her halls a mighty 
web, fine of woof and very wide, whereat she would weave, 
|tnd anon she spake among us: 

"■ Ye princely yoiiihs, my wooers, now that the goodly 
Odysseus is dead, do ye abide pntienily, how eager soever 
^to speed on this marriage of mine, till I finish the robe, 
would not thai the threads perish to no avail, even this 
shroud for iht: hero Laertes, agiunst the day when Uie ruinous 
doom shall bring lijm low, of death that lays men at their 
length. So shall none of the Achaean women in the land 
count it blame in me, as well might be. were he to He without 
a winding-sheet, a man that had gotten great possessions." 

•So spaisc she, and our high hearts consented thereto. So 
tbco in the day time she would wca^x; the mighty web, and 
in the night unravel the same, when she had let place the 
torches by her. Thus for the space of three yeai^ she hid the 
thing by craft and beguiled the minds of the Achaeans ; bat 
when the fourth year arrived and the seasons came round, 
ibcn at the last one of her women who knew all declared it, 
and we fonnd her unravelling the splendid web. Thus she 
finished it perforce and sore against her will. But as for thee, 
the wooers make thee answer thus, that thou m-iyest know 
it in thine own heart, thou and all the Achasans! Send 
away thy mother, and bid her be married to whomsoever her 
father commands, and whoso is well plea:bing unto her. But 
if she will continue for long to vex the sons of the Achaeans, 
pondering in her heart those things that Athene hath given 
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her beyond womeu, knowledge of alt fair handiwork, y«a, aad 
cunning wit, and wiles — so be id Such wiJes as hfrs we 
have never yet heard that any even of the women of old 
did know, of those that aforetime were fair-ucHscd Achacaji 
ladie^ T^ro, and Alcmene, and Mycene with, the bright 
crown. Not one of these in the itnaginations of thdt 
heartB was like unto Penelope, yet herein at least her 
imagining was not good. For In despite of her the wooers 
will devour thy living and thy snbBiance, so long as she is 
steadfast in such purpose as the gods now put within her 
brca&t: great renown for herself she winneth, but for thcc 
regret for thy much hvclthood, But we will neither go to 
our own lands, nor otherwhere, till she marry that man 
whom she will of the Achaeaos.' 

Then wise Telemathus answered him, saying: 'Antinou^ 
I may in no wise thrust forth from the house, against her 
will, the woman that hare me, tlmt reared me : while as 
for my father he is abroad on the earth, whether he be 
alive or dead. Moreover it is hard for me to make heavy 
restitution to Icarius^ as needs I must, if of mine own will ( 
send my mother away. For 1 shall have evil at his hand, at 
the hand of her father, and some god will give me more be- 
sides, for my mother will call down the dire Avengers as she 
departE from the house, and I shall have blame ol men; sureljr 
then I will never speak this word. Nay, if your own heart, 
even youis, is indignant, quit ye my halls, and busy your- 
selves with other feasts, eating your own eubstance, and going 
in turn from house to Itoube. But if ye deem this a likelier 
and a better thing, that one man's goods should perish with- 
out atonement, then waste ye as ye will: and I will caU 
upon the everlasting gods, if haply Zeus may grant that acts 
of recompense be made : so should ye hereafter {Kritih iii the 
hJkU» wiUioui akouuioenl.' 



So spake Telemachus. and in answer to his prayer did 
Zeus, of the far-borne voice, send forth Iwo eagles in fiight, 
from on high, from the mountain-crest. Awhile they flew as 
fleet as the blasts of the wind, side by side, with straining; 
of their pinions. But when they had now reached the mid 
assembly, the place of many voices, there they wheeled 
about and flapped their strong winsrs, and looked down upon 
the heads of aIl,aiiddestniciion was inthefrgazc. Then tore 
they with their talons each the other's cheeks and neck on 
every side, and so sped to the right across the dwellings and the 
city of the people. And the men marvelled at the birds when 
they had sight of them, and pondered in their hearts the things 
that should come to pass. Yea and the old man, the lord 
Hftlithers«s son of Mastor spake among them, for he excelled 
bis peers in knowledge of birds, and in uttering words of fate 
With goud will he made harangue and spake among them : 

'Hearken to me now, ye men of Ithaca, to the word that 
I shall say: and mainly to the wooers do I show fonh and 
Icll these things, seeing that a mighty woe is rolling upon 
them. For Odysseus shall not long be away from his friends, 
nay, even now, it may be, he is rear, and sowing the seeds of 
death and fate for these men, every one ; and he will be a bane 
to many another likewise of ub who dwelt in clear-seen Ithaca. 
But long ere that falls out let tts advise us how we may make 
an end of their mischief ; yen, let them of their own selves 
make an end, for this is the belter way for them, as will saon 
be seen. For I prophesy not as one unproved, hut with eure 
knowledge; verily, I say, thai for him all things now are 
come to pass, even as I told him, what time the ArgiveB 
embarked for Ilioa, and with them went the wise Odysseus. 
E aaid that after sore affliction, with the loss of all his com- 
pany, unknown to all, in the twentieth year he should come 
home. And behold, all these things now have an end.* 
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And Eurymaclius, son of Po1>i)ns, answeied him, saying: 
' Go now, old man, get ihee home and propheej to thine own 
children, lest haply they suffer harm hereafter : but herein 
am I a far bcUer prophet than thou. Howbeic t)kere be 
many birds that Gy to and fro under the sun's rays, but 
aJl aie not birds of fale. Now as for Oilj'sseus, he hath 
perished far away, as would thai thou too with him hadst 
been cul ofT: so wouldst thou not have babbled thus 
much prophecy, nor wouldst thou hound on Telemachus 
that is already angered, expecting a gift foi thy house, 
if perchance he may vouchsafe thee aught, But now will I 
speak out, and iriy word shall surely be accomplished. 
If ihou ihal knowest much lore from of old, shall beguile 
with words a younger man, and rouse him to indignation, 
first it shall be a great grief to him : — and yet he can count 
on no aid from these who hear him ; — while upon thee, old 
man, we will lay a fine, that thou mayesi pay it and chife at 
heart, and sore pain shall be thine. And I myself will give 
a word of counsel toTelemachus in presence of jou all. Let 
him command his mother to return to her father's house ; 
and her kinsfolk will furnish a wedding fc^stj and array the 
gifia of wooing, exceeding many, ail that should go back with 
a daughter dearly beloved. For ere that, I trow, we sons of 
the Achaeans will not cease from our rough wooing, since, 
come what may, we fear not any man, no, not Telemachus, 
full of words though he be, nor soothsaying do we betd, 
whereof thou, old man, pratesl idly, and nrt hated yet the 
more. His substance Loo shall he woefully devoured, nor shall 
recompense ever be made, so long as she shall put off ihe 
Acliacans in the matter of her marriage ; while we in expecta- 
tion, from day to day. vie one with another for the prize of 
her perfection, nor go we after other women whom it were 
meet that we should each one wed.' 
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Then wise Tdtmachus answer«d him, saying: 'Eury- 
■ macbus, and ye others, that are lordly woocm, I entreat 
)-ou no more concerning ciiis nor speak tlicreof, for the 
goda liave Lnowl«d^Q of it now and all the Achaeans. But 
cotnc, give me a swift ship and twenty men, who shall accom- 
plisli for ine my voyage lo ajid fro. For I will go to Spana 
and to snxidy Pylos to inquire concerning the reium of my 
father that is long afar, if perchance any man shall tell me 
aught, or if I may hear the vnice from Zc\is, that chiefly 
briags tidings to men. If I shall hear news of the life and 
the rettiming of my father, then verily I may endure the 
, wasting for yet a year; but if I shall hear ihu he itt dead 
and gone, let me then return to my own dear country, 
and pile his mound, and over U pay burial rites full many 
as is due, and [ will give my mother \o a husband.' 

So with that word he sat him dovm; thea in Ihe 
midsi uprose Mentor, the companion of noble Odysseus. 
He it was to whom Odysseus, as he departed in the fleet, liad 
given tiic ch-irgc over all hia bouse, that it should obey the 
old man, and that he should keep all things safe. With good 
will he aow made harangue and spake among them : 

' Hearken to me now, ye men of Ithaca, to the word that 
I ahaH say. Henceforth let not any sceptred king be kind 
and genile with all hi*i heart, nor minded to do righteously, 
but let him alwa.y be a hard man and work miriglitcous- 
ness: for behold, there ia none that rcmcmhereth divine 
Odysseus of the people whose lord he was, md was gentle 
ttS a lather. Howsoever, it is not that I gnidge the lordly 
wooers their deeds of violence in the evil devices of their 
heart. For at the haxard of their own heads they violendy 
devour the household of Odysseus, and say of him that he 
will come no more again. But 1 am indeed wrodi with 
ibe reit of the people, to see how y« all sit thus speechless. 
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and do not cry shame upon (he wooers, and put them down, 
]re that are so many and they so Tew.' 

And Leocritus, son of Euenor, answered him, saying: 
■ Mentor infatuate, with thy wandering wits, what word hast 
ihou spoken, that callcst upon them to put us down i Nay, 
il is a hard thing to light about a fraBt. and that with men 
who are ?ven more in numlier than you *. Thougli Odysseus 
of Itliaca himself should come and were cnger of heart to 
drive forth from the hall the lordly wooera that fcasl through- 
out his house, yet should hie wife have no joy of his coming, 
though she yearns for him ; — but ever there should he meet 
foul doom, if he fought with those that outnumbered him; 
so ihou hast not spoken aright. But as for the people, 
come now, scatter yourselves each One to bia own lands, 
but Mentor and Halitherses will speed this man's voyage, 
for they are friends of his house from of »Id. Yet alWr 
all, mcthinks. thai long time he will abide and seek lidinga 
ill Ithaca, and never accomplish this voyage.' 

Thus he spake, and in haste they bioke up the assembly. 
So ihey were scattered each one to his own dwelling, whik- 
the wooers departed to the house of divine Odysfieus, 

Then Telemachus, going far apart to the shore of ihe sea, 
laved his hands in the grey sea water, and prayed unin 
Athene, saying: 'Hear me. thou who yesterday djdst come 
in thy godhead to our house, and badest me go in a ship 
across the misty seas, to seek Udings of the return of my 
father that is long gone: but all this my purpose do the 
Achaeans delay, and mainly the wooers in the naughtiness oi 
dieir pride.' 

So spake he in prayer, and Athene drew nigh him in the 
Gkencasof Mentor, in fashion and in voice, and she spake and 
hailed him in winpcd words: 

'Telemachus, fv^n hereafter thou shilt not be craven or 
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witless, if indeed thou hast a drop of ihy faiher'a Wood and a 
portion of his spirit ; such an one was he to fulfil both word 
and work. Nor, if tliis be so, shall thy voyage be vain or 
anfulfilled. But if ihou art not tbe very seed of him and of 
Penelope, then have I no hope (hat thou wilt accomplish thy 
desire. For few children, truly, are lite their father; lo, the 
more port are worse, yet a few aie better than the sire. But 
since ihou shall not even hereafter be craven or witless, noi 
bath the wisdom of Odysseus failed thee quite, so is there 
good hope of thine accomplishing iliis work, Whcrefoie 
t»w take no heed of the counsel or the purpose of the 
sensckss wooers, for they are in no way wise or just: neither 
know thej aught of death and of black fate, which already 
is dose upon them, that they are all to perish in one day. 
But the voyage on which thy heart is set shall not long be 
lacking to thee— so fiiitiiful a friend of thy father am I, who 
will furnish thee a swift ship and myself be thy companion. 
But go thou to the house, and consort with the wooers, 
and make ready corn, and bestow all in vessels, the wine in 
jars atxl barley-flour, the marrow of men, {n well-sewn sktns ; 
and 1 will lightly gather in the township a crew that offer 
themselves willingly. There are many ships, new and old, 
in Bcagirt Ithaca ; of these I will choose out the best for ihee, 
and we will quickly Kg her and launch her on the broad 
deep.' 

So 3p.ike Athene, daughter of ZeuB, and Telemachua 
made no long tarrying, when he h^d heard the voice of the 
goddess. He went on his way towards the house, heavy 
at heart, ajid there be found the noble wooers in the 
halls, flaying goats and singeing swine in the court. And 
Antinous laughed out and went straight lo Telcmuchus, and 
clasped Ilia hand and spake anil hailed him : 

'Telemachus, proud of speech and unrestrained in fur)', let 
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no evi! word any more be in thy heart, nor evil wort, but 
Id mc sec thee eat and drink as of old. And the Achaeans 
will make thee ready all things without 1^1, a ship and 
chosen oarsmen, tliat thou mayest come the quicker lo f*ij 
Pyloa, to seek tidings of thy roble faiher,' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, saying, 'Antinoua, 
in no wise in your proud company can I sup in peace, and 
make merry with a quiet mind. Is it a little thing, ye wooers, 
Uiat in time past ye w.i,sted many go&d things of my getting-, 
while as yet 1 was a child? But now that I am a man 
grown, and learn the story from ihe lips of others, and my 
spirit waxeth wiiliin me, I will seek to let loose upon you 
evil fales.as t may. going either to Pylos for help, or abiding 
here in this township. Yea, I will ^o, nor vain shall the 
voyage be whereof I speak ; 1 passenger on another's sbip 
go I, for I am not to have a ship nor oarsmen of mine 
own ; 80 in your wisdom ye have thought it for the better.' 

He spake and snatched his hand from out the band of 
Antinous, lightly, and al! the while the wooers were busy feast- 
ing through the lioiise; and ihey mocked him and sharply 
taunted him, and thus would some prontl youth 8j>cak: 

* In very truth Tirlemachus planneih our destruction. He 
will bring a rescue either from sandy Pylos, or even it may 
be from Sparta, so terribly Is he set on slaying us. Or else 
he will go toKphyra, a fruitful land, to fetch a poisonous drug 
that he may cast it into the bowl and make an end of alt 
ofus.' 

And again another proud youth would say: 'VVholtnows 
but thai he himself if he goes hence on the hollow ship, may 
perish wandering far from his friends, even as Odysseus ? So 
should wc have yet more ado, for then must we divide among 
us all his substance, and moicovcr give the bouse to his 
mother to possess it, and to him whosoever ehould wed her.' 



So spake they; but he stepped down into the vaulted 
(reasure-chainbcr o( his Tather, a spacious room, where gold 
and bronze l^y piled, and raiment in coffers, and fr^ranl 
olive oil in plenty. And tJicre stood casks of sweet wine and 
old, full of the unmixed drinlt, divine, all orderly ranged by 
the wall, ready if ever Odysseus should come home, albeit 
after travail and much pain. And the close-fitted doors, the 
folding doors, were shut, and night and day thena abode within 
a dame in charge, who guarded all in the fulness of her 
wisdom, Euryclcia, daughter of Ops son of Peiscnor. Telcm- 
achus now called her into the chamber and spake unto her. 
saytt^: 

•Mother, come draw off for mc sweet wine in jars, the 
cb(^ce8t next lo that thou kecpest mindful ever of that ill- 
fated one, Odysseus, of :he seed of Zeus, if perchance he 
may come 1 know not whence, having avoided death and the 
fates. So HU twelve jars, and close each wiih hi» lid, and 
pour mc Iiariey-Dical into well-sewn skins, and let there be 
twenty measures of the grain of bruised barley-meaj. Let 
none know this but thyself! As for these things let them all 
be got together; for in the evening I will lalte them with me. 
at the time that my mollicr lialh gone to her upper chamber 
and turned her thoughts to sleep. Lo, to Sparta I ^o and 
lo Bandy Pylos to seek tidings of my dear Other's return, 
if haply I may hear thereof.' 

So spake he, and the good nurse Eur^cleia wailed aloud, 
and making lament apake to him n-inged words : ' Ah, where 
fore, dear child, hath such a thought arisen in thine heart ? 
Kow Ebouldst lliou fare over wide lajids, ihou that nrl an 
only child and well-beloved? As for him he hath periBhed, 
Odysseus of the seed of Zeus, far from his own country in 
the land of strangers. And ponder men, so soon as ihou art 
gone, will dc%ise mischief against thee thereafter, that thou 



roaj-est perish by giitle, nnd they will share among them all 
this wealth of ihine. Nay, abide here, settled on thine own 
lands: thou hast no need upon the deep unharvcsted to 
suffer evil and go wandering.' 

Then wise Telemachus inswered her, saying': 'Tat* 
heart, nurse, for lo, this my purpose came not but of a. god. 
Rut swear to tell no word thereof to my dear moiher, 
itll at least it shall be the eleventh or twelfth day from 
hence, or till she miss me of herself, and hear of my 
departure, that so she may not mar her fair face with her 
trare.' 

Thus he spake, and the old woman sware a great oath by 
the gods not to reveal it. But when she had swom and done 
that oath, sttaighlway she drew off the wine for him in jars, 
and pourtd barlcy-mcai into well-sewn sltins, and Telcm- 
achus departed to the house and consorted with the wooers. 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, turned to other 
thoughts. In the likeness ofTelemachHS she went all through 
the city, and stood by each one of the men and apake her 
saying, and bade them gather at even by the swift ship. 
Furthermore, she craved a swift ship of Nofimoc, famous 
son of Phrontus, and right gladly he promised it. 

Now the sun sank and all the ways were darkened. Then 
at length she let drag the swift ship to the sea and stored 
within it all such lackUng as decked ships cany. And 
she moored tl at the far end of the harbour and the good 
company was gathered together, and the goddess cheered 
on all. 

Then ihe goddess, grey-eyed Athene, turned to other 
thoughts. She went on her way to the house of divine 
Odysseus ; and there she ihed sweet sleep upon the wooers 
and made ihcm distraught in ihcir drinking, and cast the cups 
from their hands. And they arose up to go to rest thronph- 



» 



il the city, nor sat they yet a long while, for slumber 
was rolling on their eyelids. Now grey-ej'ed Athene spake 
QQto Tdemachus, and called him Irom out the fair-tying 
balls, taking the likeness of Mentor, both in lashion and 
in voice: 

' TelemachuB, thy goo<lly-peaved companions are sitting 
already at their oars, it is thy despatch they are awaiting. Nay 
then, lei us go, that wc delay them not long from the way.' 

Therewith Pallaa Athene led tlie way quickly, and he 
followed hard in the steps of the goddess. Now when they 
had come down to the ship and to the sea, they found the 
long-haired youths of the company on the shore; and the 
mighty prince Telemachus spake among them: 

' Come hither, friends, let as cariy the corn on board, for 
all is now together in the room, and my mother know^ 
nought tiiereof, nor any of the maidens of the house : one 
woman only heard my saying.' 

Thus he spake and led the way, and ihey went with him. 
So they brought a!l and stowed it in the decked ship, 
according to the word of tlic dear son of Odysseus. Then 
Telcmachua climbed the ghip, and Athene went before him, 
and behold, she sat her down in the stern, and near her sat 
Tdemachus. And the men loosed the hawsers and climbed 
on board themselves, and sat down upon the benches. And 
grey-eyed Athene sent them a favourable gale, a fresh West 
Wind, singing over the wine-dark sea. 

And Telemachus called unto his company and bade them 
lay hands on the tackling, and they hearkened to his Call. 
So they rai^d tlie mast of pine tree and set it in the hole of 
ihe cross plank, and made it fast with forestays, and hauled 
up the while sails with twisted ropes of oxhide. And the 
wind filled the belly of the sail, and the dark wave seethed 
loudly round the stem of the tunning ship, and blic Elected 
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over the wave, accomplishing her path. Then they made all 
fast in the swifl black ship, and set mixing bowls brimmed 
with wine, and poured drink offering to the deathless gods 
that are from everlasting, and in chief to the grey-eyed 
daughter of Zeus. So all night long and through the 
dawn the ship cleft her way. 
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_ iTelcmachiLsaiPyloiiuiil tells iiltij liowilie Greeks ilcpanrd 
jffTny; and sends him for (untiec infontution to 5puui. 

Now tlie sun arose a.nd lell the lovely mere, speeding to 
the braien heaven, to give light to tlic immortals and to 
mortal men on the caith, the graingiver, and they reached 
Pyios, the stablished castle of Neleus. There th« people were 
doing sacriticc on the sea shore, slaying black bulls with- 
out spot to the tlaik-haired god, the shaker of (he eartli. 
Nine companies there were, and five hundred men sat in 
each, and in every company ihey hdd nine bulls ready lo 
baud. Just as they had taated ihc inner parts, and were 
burning the slices of Uie diighs on the altar to the god, the 
others were bearing straight to land, and brailed up the satis 
of ihc gallant ship, and moored her, and diemselves came 
forth. And Telcmachus too slept forth from the ship, and 
Athene led tli« way. And the goddess, gtey-eyed Atltcnc, 
spako first to him, saying : 

' Telemachus, ihou needest not now be abashed, no, not 
one whit. For to this very end didst thou sail over the deep, 
that tbou mightest hear tidingg of ihy father, even where the 
earth closed over him, aad what manner of death he met. 
But come now, go straight to Nestor, lamer of horses: let 
tts leam what counsel he hath in the secret of his heart. 
And besecth him itiyself that he may give unerring answer ; 
and he will nol lie to thee, for he is very wise.' 

The wise Telemachus answered, saying ; ' Mciilor. and Iiow 
tfaaU I go, bow shall I greet iiim, I, wlio aai uatricd in 



woida of vistiom? Moreover a youog man may wdl be 
abashed to qu«stioa an elder/ 

Tben the goddess, gnj'CyeA Athene, sp:t\e to him again ; 
* Telemachus, tbon shak bethink thee of sotnewhat in thine 
owD bceast, and somewhat tbc god will give thee to sajr. 
For tliod, mclhinks, of all men wcrt not bom and bred 
witboat the will of the gods.' 

So spake Pallas Athene and led the way quickly; and be 
Tollowed hard in the steps of the goditess. And they came 
to Ihe gathering and the session of ihc men ofPylos. There 
was Ncslor scaled wilb his sons, and round bim his com- 
pany making ready tbc feast, and roasting some of the 
flesh and spitting other. Now when they saw tbc strangers, 
they went all together, and clasped their hands in welcome, 
and would have them sit down. First Peistsiratits, son of 
NcstOT, drew nigh, and took the hands of each, and made 
^em to tit down at the feast on sod fleeces upon the sea 
sand, beside his brother Thrasjmedes and his father. And 
he gave llicm messes of Ihe inner meat, and poured wine 
into a golden cup, and pledging her, he spake unto PsdUs 
Athene, daughter of Zeus, lord of the aegis ; 

' Pray now, my guest, to the lord Poseidon, even as it is 
his fca&l whereon yc have chanced in coming hither. And 
when thou hast made drink-offering and prayed, as is due, 
give thy friend also tlie cup of honeyed wine to ma,ke ofFeting 
thereof, tnasmuch as he ino, methinks, prayeth to) the death- 
less gods, for all men stand in need of the gods.i Howbeit 
be is younger and mine own equal in years, t'^iercforc to 
thee first will I give the golden chalice." 

Therewith he placed in her hand the cup of sweet wine. 
And A.thcnc rejoiced in the wisdom and judgmen' i of the man, 
in that he had given to her first the chalice of gold. And 
straightway slic prayed, and tliat instantly, to the b fiPoaddoo; 



' Hear me, Poseidon, girdler of ihc earih, and giudgc not 
ibe fuirilmetit of this luibour in answer to our pnycr. To 
Ne«lor first and to his sons vouchsare renown, and tlMiearter 
grant lo all ihe people of Pylos a gracious recompense for 
this splendid hecaLomb. Grant moreover that Tclctnachiis 
and I may leturn, when ne have accomplished that for 
which we came hither with our swJd black ship.' 

Hovr as she prayed on this ^^'ise, herself the wbiie was fulfill- 
ing ihc prayer. And she gave Tekmachus the fair two-handled 
cup ; and in like manner prayed the dear son of Odysseus. 
Then, when the others had roasted the outer parts and drawni 
tbem oET the spils, tliey divided the messes and shared the 
glorious feast. But when they bad put from them the desire) 
of meat and drinli, Nestor of Gerenia, lord of chariots, first 
spoke among ihem: 

• Now is the better time to enquire and ask of the strangers 
who they are, now that ihcy have had their delight of food. 
Stiangere, who are ye? Wheacc sail ye over the wet ways? 
On some trading enterprise, or at adventure do ye rove, even 
u sea-robbers, over the brine, for they wander at hazard ot 
ibeir own lives bringing bale to alien men?' 

Then wise Tekniachus answered him and spike with 
courage, for Athene herself had put boldness in his heart, 
that he might ask about his father who was afar, and 
that be loigbc be had in good report among men : 

'Nesior, son of Neleus, great glory of the Achaeans, thou 
askesi whence we are, and I will surely tell ihee all. We 
have come forth out of Ithaca that is below McVon ; and ihii 
our quest whereof I speak is a matter of mine own, and noi 
of the common wcaL I follow after the far-spread rumour 
of my father, if haply I may hear thereof, even of the goodly 
steadfast Odysseus, who npon a time, men say, fought by 
titj Bide and sacked tlie city of the Trojans. For of all 
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the others, as many as warred with the Trojans, «e 
tidings, and where each one fell by a pitiful death; but 
even the death of this man Crouton hath left untold. For 
none can Burely declare the place where he hath perished, 
wliclher he was smitten by foemcn on the mainland, or 
lost npon the deep among the waves of Amphitrite, So 
now am I come hither to thy knees, if perchance thou art 
ivillbg to tell me of his pitiful death, as one that saw it with 
thine own eyes, or heard tlie story from some other wan- 
derer, — for his mother bare him to exceeding sorrow. 
And speak mc no soft words in nilh or pity, but tell tne 
plainly what sigTit thou didst get of him. Ah I I pray thee, 
if ever at all my father, noble Odysseus, made promise to 
thee of word or work, and fulfilled the same in the land 
of the Trojans, where ye Achaeana suffered afBiciion ; these 
things, I pray thee, now remember and tell rae truth.' 

Then Nestor of Cerenia, lord of chariots, answered him : 
'My friend, since thou hast brought sorrow back to mind, 
behold, this is the story of the woe which we endured in that 
land, we sons of the Actiaeans, unrestrained in fiiry, and of all 
that we bore in wanderings after spoil, sailing with our ships 
over the misty deep, wheresoever Achilles led ; and of all our 
war round the mighty burg of king Priam. Yea and there 
the beat of as were slain. There lies valiint Aias, and thcro 
Achilles, and there Palrocltis, the peer of the gods in counsel, 
and there my own dear son, strong and noble, Antilochus, 
that excelled in speed of foot and in the figiit. And many 
other ills we suffered beside these ; who of mortal men 
could tell the tale? Niy none, though thou wert to abide 
here for five years, ay and for six, and ask of all the ills 
which the goodly Achaeans then endured. Ere all was 
told thou wouldst be weary and turn to thine own 
Country. For nine whole years we were busy about them, 
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devising their ruin with all manner of craft [ and scarce 
did Cronion bring it to pass. There never a man durei 
match with him in wisdom, for goodly Odysseus very far 
outdid the rest in all manner of craft, Odysseus thy father, 
if indeed tbou art his son, — nmazemtnt comes upon me 
as I look at thee ; for verily thf speech is lifee unto his ; 
none would say ihal a young-er man would speal: so Eike an 
elder. Now look you, all ihe while that myself and goodly 
Odysseus were there, we never spalce diversely cither in the 
assembly or in the council, hut always were of one mind, 
and advised the Argives with understanding and sound 
coonse!, how all might be for the very best. But after we 
had sacked the steep city of Priam, and had departed in our 
ships, and a god had scattered the Achaean?, even then 
did Zcu3 Acrtst in his heart a pitiful returning for the 
Argives, for in no wise were they all discreet or just 
WhertfOK many of them met with an ill faring by reason 
of the deadly wrath of the grey-eyed goddess, the daughter 
of the mighty are, who set debate between the two sons 
of Atieus. And thoy twain called to the gathering of the 
host all the Achacans, recklessly and out of order, against 
the going- down of the sun; and b, the eons of the 
Achaeana came heavy with wifie. And the Atreidae spake 
out and told the reason wherefore they had assembled Ihe 
host. Then verily Menelaua charged all the Achaeans to 
bethink tliem of rclHrning over the broad back of [he sea, 
but in no sort did he please Agamemnon, whose desire was 
to keep back the ho^t and to offer holy hecatombs, that so 
he might appease that dread wrath of Athene, Fool ! for 
be knew not this, that she was never to be won; for the 
mind of the everlasting gods is not lightly turned to repent- 
ance. So these twain stood bandying hard words; but the 
goodly-greaved Achneans sprang up with a wondrous din. 
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and twofold couoiiels found fnvoar among tbem. So tliat 
ODC night we rested, thinking hard things against eadi other, 
for Zeus was fashioning for us a ruinous doom. Bat 
in the morning, we of the one psrt drew our ships to the 
fair salt sea, and put aboard our wealth, and the low* 
girdled Trojan women. Now one half the people abode 
Meadfostty there with Agamemnon, son of Atrcus, shepherd 
of the host ; and half of us embarked and drave to sea and 
swiftl)- the ships Siiilcd, for a god made smooth the sea with 
the deptb& thereof. And when wc came to Tenedos, we did 
sa^ifice to the gods, being eager for the bomewaid way; but 
Zeus did not yet purpose our returning, nay, hard was he, 
that roused once more an evil strife among us. Then some 
turned back their curved' ships, and went their way, even 
the company of Odysseus, the wise and manifold in counsel, 
once again sliowing a favour to Agamemnon, son of Atreus. 
But I fled on with the squadron that followed me, for I knew 
how now the god imagined mischief. And the warlike son 
of Tydeus fled and roused his men [hereto. And late in our 
track came Menekus of the fair hair, who found QS in 
Lesbos, considering about the long voj'agc, whether we should 
go sea-waid of craggy Chios, by the isle of Psyria, keeping 
the isle upon our left, or inside Chios past windy Mimas. 
So we asked the god to show us a sign, and a sign he 
declared to us, and bade us cleave a path across the middle 
sea to Euboca, that we might Hee the swiftest way from sorrow. 
And a sbriU wind arose and blew, and the ships ran most 
lleetly over the teeming ways, and in the night ihcy touched 
at Gcraeslus. So there we sacriUced many thighs of bulls 
to Posiridon, for Joy that we had measured out so great 
a Elreicti of sea. It was the fourtli iay when the company 
of Diomcdi: son of Tydeus, lamer of horses, moored their 
gallant ships at Argosi but I held on for Fylos, and the 



breeze was never quenched from ihe hour that the god sent 
it forth to blow. Even so I ca.me, dear child, wiihout tidiogs. 
nor know I nughl of those others, which of the Achaca.ns 
were saved and which were lost. But all that I hear tell of 
as I sic in our halls, ihou shale learn as it is meet, and I viH 
hide nothing from thee. Safely, they sny, came the ^^>TIIli• 
dons the wild spearsmeo, whom (he famous son of bigfb- 
souJed Achilles led; and safely Philoctctcs, the Rlorious son 
of Poias. And Idomeneus brought all his company to Crete, 
all that escaped tie war, and from him the sea gat none. 
And of the son of Atrcus even yourselves have heard, far 
itpart though ye dwell, how he came, and how Acgislhuft 
devised his evil end; but verily he himself paid a terrible 
reckoning. So good a thing- it is that a son of the dead 
should still be left, even as that son also took vengeance on the 
slayer of his father, guileful Aegisthus, who slew his famous 
tin. And thou too, my friend, for I see thee very comely 
and tall, be valiant, that even men unborn may praise tliee.' 

And -wise Telemachus answered him, and said : ' Nesior, 
son of NeleuB, great glory of the Achaeans, verily and indeed 
he avenged himself, and the Achaeatis sliall noise his fame 
abroad, that citn those may hear who are yet for to be. Oh 
that the gods Tvould clothe me with such strength as his, that 
I might take vengeance on the wooers for their cruel trans- 
gression, who wantonly devise against me infatuate deeds I 
Bat the gods have woven for me the web of no such weal, for 
mc or for my sire. But now I must in any wise endure it.' 

Then Nestor of Gerenia. lord of chariots, made answer: 
'Dear frietid, seeing thou dost call these things to my re- 
membrance and speak thereof, they tell me that many wooers 
for thy mother's hand plan mischief within the halls in tliy 
despite. Say, dost thou willingly submit thee to oppression, 
or do the people through the land hate thee, obedient to tlie 




voice of ft god? Who knows but that Odysseus may some 
day come and requiw their vjoience, cilher himself alone or 
all the host of the Achaeans wUh him? Ah, if but grey-eyed 
Athene were bclined to love thee, as once sbc cared cicccd* 
ingly for the renowned Odysseus m the land of th« Trojans, 
where we Adiaeans were sore afflicled,— for never >*et have 
I seen the gods show forth such manifest love, as then did 
Pallas Athene standing manifest by him, — if the would b« 
})leased BO to love thee and to care for thee, then might 
certain of them clean forget their marriage.' 

And wise Telcmachus answered him, saying: 'Old roan, 
in no wise methinks shall this word be accomplished. This 
is ft hard saying of thine, awe comes over me. Not for my 
hopes shaU this thing come to pass, not even if the gods so 
willed it.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spske to him again ; 
' Telemachns, what word hath escaped the door of thy lips ? 
Lightly might a god, if so he would, bring a man safe home 
even from a&r. Rather myself would I have travail and 
much pain ere I came home and saw the day of my reWtm- 
ing, than come bacV and straightway perish on my own 
heanh-stone, even as Agamemnon perished by guile at the 
hands of his own wife itnd of Aegisthus, But lo yoOi 
death, which is common to all, the very gods cannot »vwt , 
even from the man they love, when the ruinous doom 8ba|:f 
tmng him low of death that lays men at their length,' 

And wise Telcmachus answered her, saying : * Wentor. no 
longer let us tell of these things, sorrowful though we be. 
There is none assurance any more of his reluming, but 
already have the decitWess gods devised for him death (ind 
black fate. But now I would question Nestor, and ask him 
of another matter, as one who above all men knows judg- 
ments* and wisdom; for ihtice, men say, he hath been king 



through th« geaentioos of men ; jea, like an immortal he 
seems to me to look upon. Nestor, son of Ncleus, now 
tell me true: how died the son of Airem, Agamemnon of the 
wide domain? Where was ^^enelat^s? What death did craft/ 
Aegisthus plan for him, in that he killed a. man more valiant 
for than he? Or was Menela.us not in Arf^os of Achaia but 
wanderng elsewhere among men, and that other took heart 
and s]ew Agamemnon? ' 

Then Nestor of Gerenia, lord of chariots, answered him : 
*Yea now, my child, I will tell thee ilie whole iniih. Verily 
thou gacssest aright even of thyself how things would have 
fallen oai, if Mcnclaus of the fair hair, the son of Atreu3, 
when h« came back from Troy, had found Aegisihua yet 
alive in the halls. Then even, in his death would they 
Dot have heaped the piled earth over him, but dogs and 
fowls of the air would have devoured him as he lay on the 
plain far from the town *. Nor would any of (lie Achaean 
women have bewailed him; go dread was the deed be con- 
trived. Now we sal in leaguer there, achieving many ad- 
ventDTCs; but he ihe while in peace in ilie heart of Argos, 
tlie pastureland of horses, spa-ke ofltimes, templing her, 
to the wife of Ag,T.niemnon. Verily at ihe first she would 
noao of the foul deed, the fair Clytemneatra, for she had 
8 good understanding. Moreover there was with her 
a aiinstrel, whom ilie sou of Alreus strailly charged as 
be went to Troy to have a care of bis wife. But when at 
last the doom of the gods bound her to her ruin, then did 
Aegisthus carry the minfitrel to a lonely isle, and left him 
there to be the prey and spoil of birds ; while as for her, he 
led her to his house, a willing lover with a willing lady. And 
he burnt many tliigh slices upon the holy altars of the gods, 
and bang up man/ olTeringg, wovcn-work and gold, seeing 
• RtBdlng idriat. v. 1. 'A;r«(ot, wMelL miui be wroag^ 



that he had accomplished a great dwd, beyond all hope. 
Now we, I SAV, were sailing together on our way from Trof, 
ihc son of Atrcus and I, as lovinj friends. But whea we had 
reached holy Suniurn, the headland of Athens, there Phoebos 
Apollo slew tlie pilot of Menelaus with the visitation of his 
gentle shafts, as be heM between his hands the rudder of the 
running ship, even Phrontis, son ofOoetor, who excelled the 
tribes of men in piloting a sliip, whenso the stonn-windB 
were hunying by. Thus was Menelaus holden there, though 
eager for the way, till he might bury his friend and pay the 
last rites over him. But when he in his turn, faring over the 
wine-dark st& in hollow ships, reached in swift course the 
steep mount of Malea, then it was that Zeus of the (ar-borre 
voice devised a hateful path, and shed upon them the breath 
of the shrill winds, and great swelling waves arose like unto 
mountains. There sundered he the fleet in twain, and part 
thereof he brought nigh to Crete, where the Cydonians 
dwelt about the streams of lardanus. Now there is a cer- 
tain cliff, smoolli and sheer townrds the sea, on the border 
of Goriyn, in the miaty deep, where the Souih-West Wind 
drives a great wave against the left headland, towards 
Hiaestus, and a little rock keeps back the mighty water. 
Tbitlier came one part of the fleet, and the men scarce 
escaped dcstniction, but the ships were broken by the wai-es 
(gainst the rock; while those other five dark^prowed ships 
the wind and the water bare and brought nigh to Egypt. 
Thus Menelaus, gathering much livelihood and gold, was 
wandering tliere with his ships among men of strange speech, 
and even then Aegisthus pUnned that pitiful work at home. 
And for seven years he ruled over Mycenae, rich in gold, 
afwr he slew the son of Atreus, and the people were subdued 
unto him. But in the eighth year came upon liirn goodly 
Orestes back from Adtens to be his bane, and slew the slayer 



of his father, guileful Aegiathus, who killed his famous sire. 
Mow when be bad slain hini, lie macle a funeral feast to 
the ArgivM over his hateful mother, and over the craven 
Aegigthus. And on the selfsame day there came to him 
Menelaus of the loud war-cry, bringing much treasuFe, even 
all the freight of his sbipsL So thou, my friend, wander not 
long far away from home, leaving thy substance behind ihec 
and men in thy house so wanton, lest they divide and utterly 
devour all thy veatth, and thou shnlt have gdne on a vain 
journey. Rather I bid and command Ihee to go to Mene- 
laus, for he halli lately come from a strange country, from 
the land of men whence none would hope in his heart to 
return, whom once the storms have driven wandering into 
eo wide a sea. Thence not even the birds can make llieir 
way in the space of one year, so great a sea it is and terrible. 
But go now with thy ship and with thy company, or if thou 
has£ a mind to fare by land, I have a chariot and horees at 
ihy service yea and my sons to do thy will, who will he thy 
guides to goodly Lacedaemon, where is Menelans of the fair 
hair. Do thou tliysclf entreat him, that he may give thee 
unerring answer. He will not lie to thee, for be is very 
wise.' 

Thus he spake, and the sun went down and darkness 
came on. Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake among 
them, saying: ' Yea, old man, thou hast told all this thy tale 
ar^ht But come, cut up the tongues of the victims and 
mix the wine, that we may pour forth before Poseidon and 
the other deathless gods, and ao may bethink us of slee]>, 
for it is the hour for sleep. For already has the light gone 
beneath the west, and it is not seemly to sit long at a banquet 
of tbc gods, but to be going home.' 

So spake the daughter of Ztvs, and they hearkened to 
ber voice. And the henchmen poured water over their hands. 
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and pages crowned tlie mking bowts with drink, and served 
out ihe wine 10 all, after they had first poured for libation into 
each cup in lurn ; and lh«y cast the tongues upon the fire, 
and stood Uj) and poured the dnnk-ofTering thereon. But 
when they had poured fonh and had drunken to iliclr heart's 
content, Athene and godlike Telcraachus were both set on 
returning to ihe hollow ship ; but Nestor would have stayed 
ihem, and accosted Ihem, saying: 'Zeus forfend it, and all the 
other deaihless gods, thit ye should depart from my house 
to the swift ship, as from the dwelling of one that is utterly 
without raiiDcnt or a needy man, who lialh not mjfs or 
blankets many in his hou^e whereon to sleep aoflly, he or 
liis guests. Nay not so, 1 have rugs and fair blankeia by 
me. Never, tneihinks, shall the dear Eon of this man, even 
of Odysseus, lay him down upon the ship's deck, while as yet 
I am alive, and my children after me are left in my hall to 
entertain strangers, whoso may cliance to come to ray house.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake to him again: 
' Vca, herein hast thou spoken aright, dear father : and Telem- 
achus may well obey thee, for before all thin^ this is meet. 
Behold, he shal] now depart with thee, that he may sleep in 
thy halls; as for tne I will go to the black ship, that I may 
cheer my company and tell them all. For I avow me to 
be the one elder among ihem ; those others are but younger 
men, wlio follow for love of him, all of them of like age vriili 
the high-souled Tclemachus, There will I lay me down by 
the black hallow ship this night; but in the morning I will go 
to the Cauconians high of heart, where somewhat of mine is 
owing to mc, no small debt nor of yesterday. But do thou 
send this man upon his way with ihy chariot and thy son, 
since he hath come to thy house, and give liim horses the 
lightest of foot and chief in strength.' 

Therewith grey-eyed Athene departed in the semblance of 



■ Bea-eagie ; and amazement fell on all that saw h, and the old 
man be marvelled when his eyoa beheld iL And he took 
ibc hand of Tcletnachus and spaike and liaited him : 

' My friend, rnciliinka that Ihou wilt in no sort be a coward 
and i weakling, if indeed in thy youth the gods thus follow 

^With ihee to be thy guides. For tnily this is none other of 
those who keep the mansions of Olympus, save only the 
daughter of Zeus, the driver of the spoil, the maiden Trito- 

fbom**, she that honoured thy good father too among the 

' Arrives. Nay be gracious, queen, and vouchsafe a goodly 
fame to me, even to ma and to my sons and to my wife 
revered. And I in turn will sacrifice to thee a yearling heifer, 
broad of brow, unbroken, wiitch man never yet hath led 
beneath the yoke. Such an one will I offer to thee, and 
gild her horns wiih gold.' 

' Even so Ijc spake in prayer, and Pallas Athene heard him. 
Tben Nestor of Gercnin, lord of chariots, led them, even his 
sons and the husbands of his daughters, to his own fur house. 

'But when they had reached this prince's famous halls, they 
Bat down all orderly on seats and high chairs ; and when titey 

,werc come, Uie old man mixed wcU for them a bowl of 
et wine, which now in the eleventh year from the vin- 
taging the housewife opened, and unloosed the string that 
fastened the lid. The old man le: mix a bowl thereof, and 
prayed instantly to Athene as he poured fonb before her, 
«ven to the daughter of Zens, lord of the aegis. 

But aflcr they had poured forth and had drunken to thdr 
heart's content, these went each one to his own house to lie 
down to rest But Nestor of Gcrcnia, lord of chariots, would 
needs have Telemachus, Bon of divine Odysseus, to sleep titere 
oa a jointed bedstead beneath the echoing gallery, and by 
him Pcisislratus of the good ashen spear, leader of men. who 
alone of hi» &ona was ycl unwed in his iialls. As for him he 



slept uithm the inmost chamber of the lofty house, and the 
lady his wife arrayed for him bedstead and bcddinj. 

So soon as early Da'im shone forUi, the rosy-Bngcrcd, Nestor 
of Gcrcnia, lord of chariots, gat him up from his bed, and he 
went forth and sit him down upon the smooth stones, which 
were before his lofiy doors, all polished, while and glistening, 
whereon Ncleus aai of old, in counsel the peer of the gods. 
Howbeit, siricltcn by fate, he had ere now gone down to the 
house of Hades, and to-day Nestor of Gerenia in his turn sat 
(hereon, warder of the Achaeans, with his staff in hi$ hands. 
And about him his sons were gathered and come together, 
issuing fiom their ch;tmbers, £chephron and Stralius, and 
Petseus and Arelus and tlie godlike Thrasymedes. And 
sixth and last came the hero Peisistratus. And they led 
godlike Telemachus and set him by their side, and Nestor 
of Gerenia, lord of chariots, spalte first among ihera : 

'Quickly, my dear children, accomplish my desire, that 
first of all the gods I may propitiate Athene, who came to 
me in visible presence to the rich feast of the god. Nay 
then, let one go to (he plain for a heifer, (hat she may come 
as soon as may be, and that the neat-herd may drive her: and 
let another go to the black ship of high-souled Telcmachus to 
bring all his company, and let him leave two men only. And 
let one again bid Laerces the goldsmith to come hither thai 
he may gild the horns of the heifer. And ye others, abide 
ye here together and speak to the handmaids within that they 
make ready a banquet through our fatnoQ3 halls, and fetch 
seats and logs to set about the altar, and bring clear water.' 

Thus he spake and lo, they all hastened to the work. The 
bdfer she came from the field, and from the swift gallant ship 
came the company of great-hearted Telemachiis ; the smith 
came holding in his hands his toob, the instrumenta of his 
craft, anvil and hammer and well-made pincers, wherewith he 



nroaghE the gold ; Athene too came to receive her sacrifice. 
And the old knight Nestor gave gold, and the otiier fashioned 
ii skilfull/, and gilded iherewiih ilie liorns of the heifer, that 
the goddess mlglit be glad at the sight of her fair offering. 
And Stratius and goodly Echephron kd the heifer by the horns. 
And Arelus came forth from the chamber bearing water for the 
washing ofhanils in a basin of flowered work, and in tbeothcr 
hand he held ihe barley-meal in a basket; andThrasymcdes, 
steadfast in the battle, stood by holding in his hand a shar[) 
axe, ready to smile the heifer. And Perseus held the disU for 
the blood, and tlie old man Nestor, driver of chariots, p<f- 
fonned liie first rile of the washing of hinds and the sprinkling 
of the meal, and he prayed instantly to Athene as he began tlie 
rite, casting into the fire the lock from the head of the viclim. 
Now when they lia.d prayed and tossed the sprinkled 
grain, straightway the son of Nestor, gallant Thrasymede& 

> Hood by and struck the blow ; uid the axe severed the ten< 
dons of the neck and loosened the might of the heifer ; and 

' Ihe women raised dicir cry, ihe daughters and the sons" wives 
and the wife revered of Nestor, Eiuydice, eldest of the 
daughters of Clymenus. And now they lifted ihc victim's 
bead from the ivide-waycd earth, and held it so, wliile Pebis- 
Iratus, leader of men, cut the throat. And after the black 
blood bad gushed forth and the life had left Uie bones, 
quickly they brokt; np the body, and anon cut slices from the 
thighs all duly, and wrapt the same in the fat, folding them 
double, and laid raw flesh thereon. So that old man burnt 
them on the cleft wood, and poured over them the red wine, 
and by bis side the young men held in tticii hands the five- 
pronged forks. Now after that ihe thighs were finite con- 
sumed and ihey had tasted the inner parts, they cut the rest 
up small and spitted and roasted it, holding the sharp spits 
In Ibeir hands. 
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Meanwhile she bathed Tclemachus, even fair Polycaste, 
ihe youngffst daughter of Nestor, son of Nclcus. And after 
she had bathed him and anointed him with olive oil, and 
cast about him a goodly mantle and a doublet, he came forth 
from the b;ith in fasliion like ihc dealhlesa gods. So he 
went and sat him down by Nestor, shepherd of the people. 

Now Y'ben they had roasted the outer desh, and drawn it 
off the spits, they sat down and fell to feasting, and honour- 
able men waited on tlicm, pouring uine into the golden 
cups. But when they had put from ihcm the desire of meat 
and drink, Nestor of Gerenia, tord of chariots, first spake 
among ihem : 

'Lo now, my Bons, yoke for Teleraachus horses with 
flowing mane and lead them beneath the car, that he may 
get forward on his way.' 

Even so he spake, and tliey gave good heed and hearkened ; 
and quickly they yoked the swift horses beneath the chariot. 
And the dame that kept the stores placed therein com and 
wine and dainties, such as princes eat, the fosterlings of 
Zeus, So Telemachus slept up into the goodly car, and 
with him Peisislratua son of Nestor, leader of men, likewise 
climbed the car and grasped the reins in his hands, and he 
touched the horses with the whip to start them, and nothing 
loth the pair flew toward the plain, and left the steep citadel 
of Pylos. So all day iong they swayed the yoke they bore 
upon their necks. 

Now the sun sank and all the ways were darkened. And 
they came to Pherae, to the house of Diodes, son of Orak 
lochus, the child begotten of Alpheus. There they restied 
for the night, and by ihcm he set the entertainment i of 
strangers. I 

Now so soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-finge^cd. 
they yoked the horses and mounted the inlaid car. And ii\iiiSA 
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the^ drave from the gateway and the echoing gallery, and 
Peimtratas touched the horses with the whip to start them, 
and the pair flew onward nothing loth. So they came to the 
wheat-bearing plain, and thenceforth they pressed toward 
the end : in such wise did the swift horses speed forward. 
Now the sun sank and all the ways were darkened. 



BOOK IV. 



TelcmBcbio's eateiuiiimntt at Spwia, yrhen Menekua KlU liim whai 
befall nuuijT d ihc Gre^ on ttidr reium : thai Odyueu wu with Odypta 
\u Iba ble Ogygia, u be iv^ told by Prouxi*. 

And tli«y cime to Lacedaemon lying* low itmong; the 
caverned hills, and drave to the dwelling of renowned Mene- 
laus. Him ihcy found giving a feast in his house to manj' 
friends of his kin, a feast for (he wedding of his noble son 
And daiigliter. His daughter he was sending to ihe son of 
Achilles, cleaver of the ranks of men, for in Troy be first 
had promised and covenanted to give her, and now the gods 
were bringing about their marriage. So now he was speed- 
ing her on her way with chariot and horees, to the famous 
city of the Jlyrmidons, amons whom her lord bare rule. 
And for his son he was bringing to his home the daughter 
of Alector out of Sparta, for his well-beloved son, strong 
Me^penthcs*, bom of a slave woman, for the gods no laore 
sliowed promise of seed to Helen, from the day that she 
bare a lovely child, Hermione, as fair as golden Aphrodite. 
So ihcy were feasting through Ihe great vaulted hall, the 
neighbours and the kinsmen of renowned Menelaus, making 
merry; and among thetn a divine minstrel was singing to 
the lyre, a.nd as he began ihe song two tumblers in the com- 
pany whirled through the midst of them. 

Meanwhile those t\vain, the hero Telemachus and the 
splendid son of Nestor, made halt at the entry of ihe gate, 

• A sun oTscrravr : THMram. 



they snd their horses. And the lord Eteoneus came fotth 
and saw thtm, the ready squire of renovfited Mcnelaus; 
(ind he went through the palace to bear tiie tidings to the 
shepherd of the people, and standing near spake to him 
winged words : 

'Uenelaus, fosterling of Zeus, here are two strangers, 
vrhosoever they bt, two men like lo the lineage of great Zeus. 
Say, &baJl vc loose their swift horses from under the yoke, or 
send ihem onward to some other host who shall receive them 
kindly?' 

Then in sore displeasure spake to him Menelatis of the 
far hair; 'Eteoneus son of Boethous, truly thou wert not 
a fool aforetime, but now for this once, like a child ibou 
lalkest folly. Surely ourselves ate much hospitahie cheer of 
other men, ere we twain came hither, even if in time to come 
Zeus haply give us rest from affliclion. Nay go, unyoke 
the horses of die strangers, and as for the men, lead them 
forward to the house lo feast witli us/ 

So spake he, and Eteoncus hasted ffom ihc hall, and called 
ihc other ready squires to follow with him. So they loosed 
the sweating horses from beneath the yoke, and fastened them 
at the stalls of the horses, and threw besiJe them spelt, and 
therewith mixed white barley, and tilted the chariot ag;ainst 
the shining faces of the gateway, and led the men into the 
hall divine. And they beheld and marvelled as they gazed 
throughout the palace of tlie king, the fosterling of Z«us ; for 
there was a gleam as it were of sun or moon through the lofty 
palace of renowned Menelaus. But after they had gazed tl)eir 
411, they went to ilie polished baths and bathed them. Now 
vben tlie maidens had bathed them and anointed them with 
(dive oil, and cast about them thick cloaks and doublets, they 
sat on chairs by Menebu?, son of Atreiss. And a handmaid 
bare water for llic hands in a goodly golden ewer, and 



poured U forlh over a. silver basin to wiish withal ; and to 
their side she drew a polished table, and a grave dame bane 
food and set it by ihcm, and laid upon the board many 
dainties, givics Tret;)/ of Such things as sb« had by her, and 
a carver lifted and placed by them platters of divers kinds of 
flesh, and nigb them he set golden bowls. So Mendaus 
of the fair hair greeted the tnain and spake : 

'Taste ye food and he glad, and thereafter when ye have 
(supped, -we will ask wlial men ye are ; for the btood of your 
parents i* not lost in yoii, but ye are of ihe line of men that 
arc Eceptied kings, the fosteiliDgs of Zeus; for no churls 
could beget sons hkc you.' 

So spake he, and took and set before them the fat oi- 
chine roasted, vrhicb they bad given him as his own mess by 
way of honour*'. And tlicy stretched forth their hands upon 
the good cheer set before them. Now when they had put 
from them Uie desire of meat and drink Telcmachus spake to 
(he son of Nestor, holding bis head close to him, that those 
others might not hear : 

• Son of Nestor, delight of ray heart, mart the flashing of 
bronze throiish the echoing halla, and the flashmg of gold 
and of amber and of silver and of ivory. Such like, melhinks, 
is the court of Olympian Zeus within, for the world of things 
that are here ; wonder comes over me as I look thereon.' 

And as he spake Menelaus of the fair hair was ware of 
him, and uttermg liis voice spake to them winged words : 

' Children dear, of a truth no one of mortal men may con- 
tend with Zeus, for his mansions and his treasures are ever- 
bsting: but of men there may be who will ^-ie with me in 
treasure, or ihere may be rone. Yea, for after many a woe 
and wanderings maniFold, I brought my wealth homcin ships, 
and in the eighth year came hither. I roamed over Cyprus 
and riioenicia and Pgypt, and reached the Aelbiopians and 
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Siclonims and Erembi and Libya, where Umbs are homed 
from the birth. For there the ewes yean thrice within the 
full circle of a year ; there ncitlier lord nor shepherd Uckcth 
AUght of che«se or flesh or of sweet milk, but ever the floclss 
yield store of milk continuaL While I was yet roaming in 
those lands, gathering much livelihood, meantime another 
slew my brother privily, at unawares, by the guile of his 
acctirsed wife. Tlius, look you, I have no joy of my lord- 
ship among these my possessions : and ye are like to Itiive 
heard hereof from yo«r fathers, whosoever they be, for I have 
soffered much end let a house go to min that was Btablished 
fair, and had in It much choice substance. I would that 
I had but a third part of those my riches, and dwelt in my 
balls, and that those men were yet safe, who perblied of old 
in the wide land of Troy, far from Argos, the pastureland 
of horses. Howbeit, though I bewail ihem all and sorrow 
oftentimes as I sit in our halls, — awhile indeed I satisfy my 
soul with lamentation, and then again I cease; for soon 
hath man enough of chill lamentation — yet for them all 
I make no such dole, despite my grief, as for one only, 
who causes me to loathe both sleep and meat, when I think 
upon him. For no one of the Achaeans toiled so greatly 
as Odysseus toiled and adventured Iiimself: but to him it 
WIS to be but labour and trouble, and to me grief ever com- 
fortless for bis sake, so long he is a.far,. nor know we aught, 
whether he be alive or dead. Yea meiliinks ihey lament him, 
even that old Laertes and the constant Penelope and Telem- 
achus, whom he left a child new-bom in his house.' 

So spake he, and in the heart of Telemachus he stirred 
a yearning to lament his fjlhcr ; and at his father's name 
he let a tear fall from his eyelids to the ground, and held 
up his purple mantle with both his hands before his eyes 
And Menclaus marked liiin and mused in his mind and 
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his licait vhether he should \tA\x him to speak of bis father, 
or fir«t question him and prove him in every word. 

While yet he pondered ihcse ihin^ in his mind and in 
his heart, Helen came forih from her fragruii vaulted 
chamber, like Anemia of ifae golden arrows ; and with her 
came Adrastfi aiid set for her the well-wrought chair, and 
AlcippS bare a rug of soft wool, and Phylo bare % silver 
basket which Alcandrd ga.ve her, the wife of Polybus, who 
dwelt in Thebes of Egj-'pt, where is Uio cliiefest store of 
wealili in the houeeg, He gave iwo silver baihs lo Menelaus, 
and tripods twain, and ten talents of gold. And besides all 
this, his wife bcalowed on Helen lovely gifts; a golden 
distaff did she give, and a silver basket with wheels beneath, 
and the rims thereof were finished wiiii gold. This it was 
that the handmaid Phylo bare and set beside her, filled vith 
dressed yarn, and across it was laid a distalT charged with 
wool orvioi<;t blue. So Helen sat her down id the chair, and 
beneath was a footstool for the feet. And anon she spake 
to her lord and questioned him of each thing : 

'Menelaus, fosterling of Zeus, know we now who the&e 
men avow themselves to be that have come under our roof? 
Shall I dissemble or shall I speak the truth? Nay, I am 
minded to tell it. None, I say, have I ever yet seen so like 
another, man nor woman — wonder comes over me a^ I look 
on him — as this ma.n is like the son of great-hearted Odysseus, 
Telemachus, whom he left a new-born child in his boose, 
when for the sake of me, shameless woman thai 1 was, je 
Actiaeans came up under Troy '«ith bold war In your hearts.' 

And Menelaus of the fair hair answered her, saying : 
'Now I too, lady, mark tiic hkcncss even as thou traccst it. 
For such ss these were his feet, such his hands, and the 
glances of hi", eyes, and his head, and his hair wilhai. Yea, 
and even now 1 was 8j>cakiug of Odysseus, as I rcmcml 
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him, of all hia woeful trarail for my sake ; when, lo, he lel 
fall a bitter tear beneath his brows, and held his purple cloak 
up before his eyes.' 

And Peisistrattis, son of Nestor, answered him, saying; 
'Mcnclaus, son of Atreus, fosterling of Zeus, leader of the 
host, assuredly this is the son of thai very man, even as thou 
sayest. But he is of a. sober wit, and thiokeLh it shame in 
his heart as oti this his first coming to make show of pre- 
sumptuous words in the presence of thee, in whose voice we 
twain delight sls In the voice of a god. Now Nestor of Gerenia, 
lord of chariots, sent me forth to be his guide on the way : for 
he desired to see thee that thou niighlest put into his heart 
some word or work. For a son hath many griefs in his halls 
when his father is away, if porrchance he hath none to stand by 
him. Even so it is now wiili Telemachus ; bis father is away, 
nor hath he others in the townaiiip to defend him from distress.' 

And Menekus of the fair hair answered him, and said: 
'Lo now, in g^od trutli there has come unto my house the 
son of a friend indeed, who for my sake endured many 
adventures. And I thought to welcome him on his cominir 
more nobly than all Uie other Argives, if but Olympian Zens, 
of the far-borne voice, had vouchsafed us a return over the 
sea in our swiA ships, — that such a thing should be. And in 
Argos I would have given him a city to dwell in, and stab- 
lisbcd for him a house, and brought him forth from Ithaca 
with his eubsianco and his son and all his people, making 
one city desolate of those that lie around, and are in mine 
own domnin. Then oftiimes would we have held converse 
here, and nought would have parted us, the welcoming and the 
welcomed,' ere the blaclt cloud of death overshadowed us. 

" Mr. Evelyn Abbott ol Rilliol College has auBgested co. us (hat ^,\iayT4 
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Howsoever, the god himself mcthinlts, mu« have been jealoos 
hereof, who from that hapless man alone cut off his rctuining.' 
So spake lie, and in ihc hearts of al) he stirred the desire 
of limemalion. She wept, even Argi^-c Hekn (he daughtei of 
Zeus, and Telcmachns wept, and Menelans the son of Aireus ; 
nay, nor did the son of Nestor keep tearless eyes. For he 
bethought liim in his heart of noble Antilodius, whom the 
f-"-"***^^ glorious son of the bright Davrn l»d glajn. Thinking upon 
him he spake winged words: 

' Son of AlrcuB, the ancient Nestor in his own halls was 
ever wont to say that thou wert wise tjeyond man's wisdom, 
wbeDSoever we made mention of tliee and asked one anotlier 
concerning thee. And now, if it be possible, be persuaded 
by me^ who for one have ao pleasure in weeping at supper 
time — the new-bora day will right soon be upon us •. Not 
indeed that I deem it blame ai all to weep for any mortal 
wlio hath died and met his fate. Lo, this is now the only due 
we pay to miserable men, lo cut the hair and let the tear &11 
from the cheek. For I too have a brother dead, nowise the 
meanest of the Argives, and thou art like to have known 
him, for as for me I never encountered him, never beheld 
liim. But men say that Antilochus outdid all, being excellent 
in speed of foot and in ihe fighi.' 

And Menelaus of the fair hair answered him, and said: 
' My fiiend, lo, thou hast said all ihat a wise man might say 
Or do, yea, and an elder than thou; — for from such a sire 
W)o thou art sprung, wherefore thou dost even speak wisely. 
Right easily known is that miin's seed, for whom Cronion 
weaves llie skein of luck al bridal and at birth : even as now 
hath he granted prosperity to Nestor for ever for all his 
days, that he himself should grow into a smooth old age in 
his halls, and his sons moreover should be wise and the best 
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of spearsmen. But we will cease now the weeping whicb was 
ercwhiie made, and let us once more belliink us of our 
supper, and let them pour water over our hands. And again 
h) the morning ib^re will be tales for Telemaclms and mc to 
tell one to the other, even to the end.' 

So spake he, and Asphalion poured water over their hands, 
the re^y squire of renowned Menebua. And they put forth 
Iheir hands upon the good cheer spread before llicm. 

Then Helen, daughter of Zeus, turned to new thoughts. 

Presently she cast a drug into the wine whereof they drank, 

B drug to lull all pain and anger, and bring forgeifulnesg 

of every sorrow. Whoso should drink a draught thereof, 

wben it is mingled in the bowl, on that day he would let no 

tear fall down his cheeks, not though bis mother and his 

father died, not though men slew his brother or dear son 

with ihc sword before his face, and his own eyes beheld it. 

Medicines of such virtue and so helpful had ihe daughter of 

Zeus, which Polydamna, the wife of Thon, had given her, a 

wonun of Egypt, where earth tlie grain-giver yields herbs 

in greatest plenty, many that are healing in the cup, and 

many baneful. There each man is a leech slcilled beyond all 

human kind; yea, for iliey are of tlic race of Pact'on. Now 

after she had cast in the drug and hidden pour forth of the 

wine, she made answer once again, and spnke unto her lord: 

•Son of Atreus, Menclaus, fosterling of Zeus, and lo, ye 

tons of noble men, forasmuch as now lo one antl now to 

ImnotherZeuB gives good and evil, for to hiro all things are 

'possible, — now, verily, sit ye down and feast in the halls, and 

take ye joy in the telling of talcs, and I will tell you one that 

, fits the time. Now all of them I could not tell or number, so 

'nuiy as were the adventures of Odysseus of the hardy heart; 

but, ah, what a deed vias this he wrought and dared in hi) 

faaidiiKSS In the land of the Trojans, where ye Achae:in<i 



RufTer^d affliction. He subdued his body with usseeml^ stripes, 
and a. sorry covering he cast sbouc liis Moulders, and in the 
tashion of a serva.nl he went down into the widc-wayed city 
of the Ibemen, and he hid himself in the guise of another, a 
beggar, though in no wise such an one was he at tlie ships of 
the Acha.eans, In this semblance he pissed into the city of 
the Trojans, and they wist not who he was, and I alone 
knew him in that guise, and I kepi qnestioning him, but in 
his subtlety he avoided me. But when at hu I W2S about 
■washing him and anointing him with olive oil, and had put 
oa him raiment, and swom a great oath not to revei^l 
Odysseus amid the Trojans, ere he reached the swift ships 
and the huts, even then he told me all the purpose of the 
Achaeons. And after sSaying many of the Trojans with the 
long sword, he returned to the Aigiv-es and brought bact 
•word again of all. Then the otlicr Trojan women wept aloud, 
but tay soul was glad, for already my heart was turned to ^ 
fcack ag-ain even to my home : and now at the last I groaned 
lor t!io blindness that Aphrodite gave me, when she led me 
thither away from mine own country, forsaking my child and 
my bridal chamber and my lord, that lacked not aught whe- 
ther for wisdom or yet for beamy.' 

And Menelaus of Ihc fair hair answered her, saying: 
'Verily all this tale, lady, thou hast duly told. Ere now 
have I learned the counsel and the thought of many heroes, 
and travelled over many a land, but never yet have mim 
eyes beheld any such man of heart as was Odysseus ; such 
another deed as he wrought and dared in his hardiness even 
in the shapen horse, wherein sat all we chiefs of the Argives, 
bearing to the Trojans death and doom. Anon thou earnest 
tliither, and sure some god must have bidden thee, who 
wished to bring glory to the Trojans. Yea and godlike 
Deipbobus went with thee on thy way. Thrice thou didst 



go round about the hollow ambush and handle it, calling 
nloud on [lie chiefs ofchc Argives by name, and making thy 
voice like the voices of the wives of all lh« Aigivca. Now I 
and the son of TydeuB and gaodly Odysseus sat in ihc midsC 
and heard thy call; and verily we twain hnd a desire to start 
Up and come forlh or presently to answer from within; but 
Odysseus stayed and held us there, despite our eagerness. 
Then all the other sons of the Achaeans held iheir peace, 
but Anticlus alone vrm still minded to answer thee. How- 
beit Odysseus firmly closed his mouth with swong hands, 
and BO saved all the Achaeans, and held him until euch time 
as Pallas Athene led thee hack.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, and said : ' Mene- 
Uns, son of Atreus, fosterling of 2eus, leader of the host, all 
the more grievous it is I for in no way did this courage ward 
from him pitiful destruction, not though his heart within 
him bad been very iron. But come, bid us to bed, that 
forthwith we may talte our joy of rest beneath the spell o( 
sleep.' 

So spake he, and Argive Helen bade her handmaids set 
ont bedsteads beneath the gallery, and fling on them fair 
purple blankets and spread coverlets above, and thereon lay 
ihkjt. mantles to be a clothing over all. So they went from 
Ibc tall with toicii in hand, and spread the beds, and the 
benchman led forth the guests. Thus they slept there in tlie 
ottter gallery of the house, the hero Telemachus and the 
splendid son of Nestor, But the son of Atreus slept, as his 
custocn was, in the inmost chamber of the lofiy house, and 
by him lay long-robed Helen, that fair lady. 

Soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, Meoe- 
lavs of the loud war-shout gat him up from his bed and put 
on his raiment, and cast his sharp sword about his shoulder, 
and beneath his smooth feet bound his goodly sandals, and 
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&lept forth from his chamber, in presence like a. god, and sat 
by Tclemachus, and spaJce and hailed Biim : 

'To what end halh thy need brought thee luthcr, hero 
Ti;lemachu3, unto fair Lacedaemon, over llie broad back of 
the sea? Is it a matter of the commoa weal or of thine 
own f Herein teil me the plain iruth.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, and said: 'Mene- 
Uus, son of Atreus, fosterling of Zeus, leader of the host, I 
have come if perchance thou mayest teil mc some lidinga 
of my faiher. My dwelling ia being devoured and nvy fat 
lands are ruined, and of unfriendly men my house is full, — 
who slaughter continually my thronging flocks, and my kine 
with trailing feet and shambling gait, — none other than the 
wooers of my mother, despiteful out of measure. So now am 
I come hither to thyknees, if haply liiou art willing to teil me 
of his pitiful death, as one that saw it perchance with thino 
own eycB, or heard the slory from some other wanderer j for 
his mother bare him to exceeding sorrow. And speak me no 
soft words in lUtli or pity, but tell me plainly how thou didst 
get sight of him. Ah, I pray thee, if ever at all my father, 
good Odysseus, made promise to thee of word or work and 
fulfilled the same in the land of the Trojans, where ye 
Achaeans suffered affliciion, those things, 1 pray thee, now 
remember and tell me truih.' 

Then in heavy displeasure spaVe to him Menelaos of the 
fair hair : ' Out upon them, for truly in the bed of a bnve> 
hearted man were they minded to lie, very cravens astfaeyarel 
Even AS when a hind hath couched her newborn fawns an- 
weaned in a strong lion's lair, and searcheth out the motinialn- 
knees and grassy hollows, seeking pasture, and afterward the 
lion cometh back to his bed, and sendeth forth unsightly death 
upon that pair, even so shall Odysseus send forth unsightly 
death upon the wooers. Would to our father Zeus and 



Atbe&« and Apollo, would that ia such might ss when of old 
in sublished L«sbos he rose up and wrestled a match with 
Pfai!omeleide!i and threw him mightily, and all the AcliaeatiB 
rejoiced ; would that in such strength Odysseus might consort 
with the wooers : then should tliey all have swift file, and bitter 
wedlock I But for that whereof thou askesl and enlreatest 
me, be sure I will not swerve from the truth in aught that 
I say, nor deceive thee; but of nil that the ancient one of the 
sea, whose speech is sooth, deciated to me, not a word will 
I hide or keep from thee. 

' In the river Aegypius,* though eager I was to press onward 
home, the gods ihey stayed me, for that I had not offered 
them the acceptable sacrifice of hecalombs, and the gods ever 
desired that men should be mindful of their commandments. 
Now there is an island in the wash of the waves over against 
Aegypiu»,and men call it Pharos, within one day's voyage of 
a hollow ehip, when shrill winds blow fair In her wake. And 
Iheiein is a good haven, whence men launch the gallant 
ships into the deep when they have drawn a sieve of deep 
black water. There the gods held me twenty days, nor did 
(he sea-winds ever show theh breath, they that serve to waft 
ships over the broad hack of the sea. And now would all 
our com have been spent, and likewise the strength of the 
men, except some goddess had taken pity on me and saved 
me, Eidoihee, daughter of mighty Proteus, the ancient one of 
tbe sea. For most of all 1 moved her heart, when she met 
mc wandering alone apart from my company, who were ever 
roaming round the isle, lishing wiih bent hooks, for hunger 
was gnawing at their belly. So she stood by,and 3pak« and 
tittered her voice, saying : 

' " Art thou 60 very foolish, stranger, and feeble-witted, or 
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art thou wilfully remiss, and hsst plessare in suffering ? So 
long time art thou holdcn in the isle and canst find no issue 
Lhercfrom, wiiilc the heart of ihyconnpanyfaikth wilhinthcm?" 

'Even so slie spake, and I answered her ming: " I will 
speak forlli , what goddess soever thou art, and tell thee thit in 
no wise am I holden here by mine own will, but it needs must 
be that I have sinned against the deathless gods, who keep llic 
wide heaven. Howbcit, do thou tell me — for the gods kaow 
all things — which of the imoiortah it is that binds me iiece 
and haih hindered me from my way, and declare as touching: 
ray reluming how I may go orer the teeming deep." 

'So I spake, and straightway the fair goddess made 
answer: "Yea now, sir, I will plainly tell ihee all. Hither 
rcsortetli that ancient one of the sea, whose speech is sooth, 
the deathless Egyptian Proteus, who knows the depths of every 
sea, and is the thrall of Poseidon, and who, they say, is my 
father that begat me. If thou couldst but lay an ambush and 
catch liim, lie will surely declare to thee the way and tlie 
measure of thy path, and will tell thee of thy returning, how 
thou mayest go over the teeming deep. Yea, and he will 
show thee, fosterling of Zeus, if thou wilt, what good 
thing and what evil hath been wrought in thy balls, whilst 
thou hast been faring this long and grievous way." 

'So she spake, but I answered and said unto her: "Deviw 
now thyself the ambush to take this ancient one divine, lest 
by any chance he see me first, or know of my coming, and 
araid oie. For a god is hard for mortal man to quell." 

*So spake I, and straightway the lair goddess made 
answer: "Yea now, sir, I will plainly tell thee all. So often 
as the sun in his course hath reached the midi heaven, then 
forth from the brine comes the ancient one of the sea, whose 
speech is sooth, before the breath of the West Wind he comes, 
and the sea's darlc rippk covers him. And when he b got 
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forth, he lies down to sleep in the hollow of the caves. And 
around him the seals, the brood of the fair daughter ofllie 
brine, sleep all in a flock, stolen forUi from the grey sea water, 
and bitter is the sceni ihcy breathe of the deeps of the salt sea. 
There will I lead thee at llic breaking of the day. and caucli 
you all orderly; sa do thoa chooge diligently ilu^e of thy 
company, the best thou hast in ttiy decked ships. And I will 
tell thee all the magic arts of thnt old nia,n. First, he will 
aorober iJie seals and go over them ; but when he lias told 
their tale and beheld them, he will lay him down in the midst, 
as a shepherd mid the sheep of his flack. So soon as ever 
ye shall see him couched, even then mind you of your mtghl 
and strength, and hold him there, despite his eagemesB and 
stiiving to be fiee. And ho will make assay, and U,ke all 
manner of shapes of things that creep upon the earth, of 
water likewise, and of Qerce Ore burning. But do ye grasip 
him steadfastly and press him yet the more, and at length 
when he questions tliee in his proper shape, as he was wlicn 
first ye saw him Uid to rest, then, hero, hold thy stiong hands, 
and let the ancient on« go free, and ask him which of the 
gods is hard upon thee, and as touching thy returning, how 
thoa mayest go over the teeming deep." 

'Therewith she dived beneath the heaving sea, but I be- 
took mc to llic ships where they stood in tlie sand, and 
my heart was darkly troubled as I went. But after I bad 
come don-n to the ship and to the sea, and we had made 
ready our supper and immortal night had come on, then 
did we lay us to rest upon the sea-beach. So soon as early 
Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, in that hour I walked 
by the shore of the wide-wayed sea, praying instiiiitly to Uie 
gods; and I took with me three of my company, in whom 
I trusted most for cverj* enterprise. 

'Meanwhile, so it was that she had plunged into llic 



broad bosom of the sea, and hid brought from the deep the 
skins or four sea-calves, and all were nc«Ijr fla/ed, for she 
was minded to lay a SQ^e for her father, ^e scooped lairs 
on the sea-sand, and sat awaiting us, and we drew very nigh 
her. and slic mude us all lie down in order, and cast a skin 
over each. There would our ambush have been most terrible, 
for the deadly stench of the sea-bred seals distressed us sore; 
nay, who would lay him down by a beast of (he sea? But 
herself she wrought deliverance, and devised a great comfort. 
She look ambrosia of a very sweet sarour.and set it beiicaih 
each man's nostril, and did away with the stench of the beast. 
So all the morning we waited with steadfiit heart, and the seals 
came forth in troops from the brine, and then tbey couched 
them all orderly by the sea-beach. And at high day the 
aocienl one came fotlh from out of the brine, and found his 
fatted seals, yea and he went along their line and told their 
[ale; and. first among the sea-beasts be reckoned us, and 
guessed not that there waa guile, and afterward he too laid 
him down. Then we rushed upon him with ft cry, and 
cast our hands about him, nor did that ancient one forget his 
cunning. Now behold, at ihe first he luined into a bearded 
hoii, and thereafter into a stiake, and a pard, and a huge 
boar; then he took the shape of running water, and of a tall 
and flowering tree. We the while held him close with 
steadfast heart. But when now that ancient one of the magic 
arts was aweary, then at last he questioned me and spake 
unto me, saying: 

'"Which of Ihe gods was it, son of Atreus, that aided thee 
with his counsel, that thou mightest waylay and take me pei- 
force? What wouldest thou thereby?" 

' Even so he spake, but I answered him saying : " Old 
man, thou knowcst all, wherefore dost ihou question me 
thereof with crooked words ? For lo, I am holden long time in 
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this isle, neither can I find any issue thereTroin, and my 
heart faileih within mc. Howbeit do thou tell m* — for 
the gods know all tilings — wliicb of tbc immortals it is that 
bindeth mc here, anr! hath liindcred me from my way; and 
declare as toiicliing my reluming, how 1 may go over the 
teeming' deep." 

'Even so I spalte, and he Etraighlway answered mc saying: 
"Nay, surely thou shoiildest have done goodly sacrifice to 
Zeus and the other gods ere thine embarking, that with 
most speed Ihou mighlest reach thy country, sailing over 
(he wine-dark deep. For it is not tliy fate to see Ihy 
friends, and come to tliy stablished house and thine 
own country, till thou hast passed yet a^in within the 
waters of Aegyptus, the Iieaven-fed stream, and offered 
holy hecatombs to the deathless gods who keep the wide 
bcsTco. So shall the gods grant thee the path which ihou 
dcsircst." 

' So spake be. but my Spirit within me was broken, for that 
he bade me a^ain to go to Aegyptus over the mis^ deep, 
a long and grievous way. 

' Yet even so 1 answered him saying : " Old man, all 
this will I do, according to thy word. But come, declare 
me tUs, and tell it all plainly. Did all those Achacans 
return safe svilh tlietr ships, all whom Nestor and I kfl as w« 
went from Troy, or perished any by a shameful death aboard 
his own ship, or in the arms of his friends, aflcr he had 
wound up the clew of war?" 

■So spake I, and anon he answered me saying: "Son 
ofAtreus, wliy dost thou straidy question me hereof? Nay, it 
is not for thy good to know or learn my thought; for I tell 
Ihee thou ehalc not long be tearless, when thou hast heard 
U all flright. For many of these were taken, and many 
were left; but two only of the leaders of the mail-coated 



Achaeans perished in relmning ; as for tbe baiile, thou ihyseU 
wast there. And one nieihinlts is yd alire, and is holden on 
the wide dc«p. Aias in tniLh was smitten in the midst of 
his stiips of the long oars. Poseidon at first brought him 
nigh to Gyrae, to the might)' rocks, and delivered him from 
the sea. And so would be tiavc Qcd his doom, albeit haled 
by Athene, had he rot let a proud word fell in ihe fatal 
darkening of liis heart. He stud that in the gods' despite 
he had cacapcd the great guLf of the sea; and Poseidon 
heard his loud boa&ling, and presently caught up his trident 
Into his &lnDng hands, and smote the jock Gyraean and cleft 
it in twain. And the one part abode in his jihce, but the 
Other fell into the sea, Uic broken piece whereon Aias sal 
at the first, when his heart was darkened. And tbe rock 
bore him down into the vast and lieaving deep ; so there he 
perished when he had drunJc of the salt sea water. But ihy 
brother verily escaped the fates and avoided them in bis hol- 
low ships, for queen Hera saved him. But now when be was 
like soot) to reaih [he steep mount of Malca. !o, tlie storm 
wind snatched liim a^vay and bore him over the teeming 
deep, making great moan, to the border of the country 
where of old Thyestes dwelij Ijui now Aegisthus abode there, 
the son of Thjestes. But when thence too there showed 
a good prospect of safe reluming, and the gods changed ihe 
wind to a fair gale, and ihey had reached home, then verily 
did Agan)cmnoa set foot with joy upon his country's soil, 
and as he touched his own knd he kissed it. and many were 
the hot tears lie let fall, for he saw his land and was glad, 
And it was so that the watchman spied him fiom bis tower, 
the watchman whom eiafiy Aegisthus had ted and posted 
there, promising 1dm for a reward two talents of gold. Now 
be kept watcli for the space of a year, lest Agamemnon 
should pass by him when he looked not, and mind him of 
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his wild prowess. So he went lo ihe liouse to bear the 
tidings to the shepherd of tho people. And slraightway 
Aegtslhus contrived a cunning treason., He chose out 
twenty of the best men in the township, and set an ambush, 
and on the further side of the ball he commanded to pre- 
pare a feast. Then with chariot and horses he went to 
bid to the feast Agamemnon, shepherd of the peojjlc; but 
caitiff thoughts were in hts heart. He brought him up to 
htB house, all unwitting of his doom, and when he had 
feasted him slew him, as one slayeth an ox at the stalL 
And none of the company of Atreides that were oT his 
following were left, nor any of the men of Aegistlius, but 
they were all killed in the halls." 

* So epalie he, and my spirit within me was broken, and I 
wept as I sat upon the s:inJ, nor was I minded any more to 
live and to see the light of the sun. But when I had mken 
nay fill of weepkig and grovelling on the ground, then spake 
the ancient one of the se.i, whose speech is sooth ; 

* " No more, son of Atrcus, hold this lorg weeping without 
cease, for we shall find no help therein. Rather with all 
haste make essay that so thoii mayest come to thine own 
country. For either thou shall find Aegisihus yet alive, or 
it may be Ore&tce was beforehand with thee and slew bim ; 
so maycat thou chance upon hig funeral feast" 

* So he spake, and my heart and lordly soul again were 
comforted for all my sorrow, and I uttered my voice and 
I spale to him wbged words : 

"■Thcirfatclnowknow; but (clime of the third; who la it 
that ifi yet living and holdca on the wide deep, or perchance 
is dead 1 and fain would 1 bear despite my sorrow." 

' So spake I, nnd straightway lie an&wered, and said ! ' It is 
the son of Lacncs, whose dwelling is in Ithaca ; and I saw 
him in an iijland shedding big tears in the halls of the 
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njinph Cnlypso, who holds him there peiforce; so he may 
not come to his own counuy. for be has hy him no ships 
wiih oars, and no companions to send him oa Us way over 
ihe broad hack of the sea. £ul thou, Menelaus, son of 
Z«iu, art not ordained to die and meet thy fate in Argros, 
the pasture-land of horses, but the deathless gods will convey 
thee to the Elj'sian plain and the world's end, where is 
Rhadamanthus of the lair ha.ir, where Hfe is easiest for men. 
No snow is there, nor yet great slorm, nor any rain; but 
always ocean sendelh foilb tiie breeze of the slirill West to 
blow cool on men: yea, for thou bast Helen to wife, and 
thereby they deem thee to be son of Zeus." 

'So spake he, and plunged into the heaving sea; but I 
betook me lo the ships with my godlike company, and my 
heart was darkly troubled as I went. Now after I had come 
down to the ship and to the sea, and h-id made ready our 
supper, and unmortal night had come on, then did we lay ua ^| 
to rest upon the sea-beach. So soon as early Dawn shone ™ 
forth, the rosy-fingered, first of all wc drew down our ships 
to the fair salt sea and placed die masts and the sails in 
the gallant ships, and Ihe crew too climbed on board, and sat 
upon die benches and smote the grey sea water with their 
oars. Then back I went to the waters of Aegypius, the 
heaven-fed stream, and there I moored the ships and offered 
the acceptable sacrifice of liecatombs. So when I bad ap- 
peased the anger of the everiasling gods, 1 piled a barrow to 
Agamemnon, that his fame might never be quenched. So 
having fulfilled sdl, I set out for home, and the deathless 
gods gave mc a fair wind, and brought me swifily to mine own 
dear country. But lo, now tarry ia my bdls till it Eh^ be 
the eleventh day hence or the twelfth. Then will I send 
Ihee with all honour on thy way, and give thee splendid gifts, 
tliree horses and a polished car; ind moreover 1 will give 
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thee a goodly chalice, that thou mayeal pour forth bofore 
the deathless gods, and be mindful of mc all the days of 
thy life' 

Then wise Telemachus answered Mm, saj'ing: 'Son of 
Atreiis, nay, hold inc not long time here. Yea even for a 
year would I be content to sit by thcc, and no desire for 
home Or parents would come upon me ; for I lake wondrous 
pleasure in thy talcs and talk. But alrcatly my compniiy 
weaiieth in fair Pylos, and yet thou art keeping mc long 
lime here. And whatsoever gift thou wouldest give mc, 
let it be a thing to tieosure ; but horses I will take none 
to Ilhac*. but leave tijcm here to grace thine own house, for 
tbon art lord of a wide plain wherein is lotus great plenty, 
and llicretn is spear-reed and wheat and rye, and white 
and spreading barley. In Ithaca there are no wide courses, 
nor meadow land at all. It is a pasture>knd of goats, and 
more pleasant in my sight tEion one that pastureth horses; 
for of the bles titat lie and lean upon ihe sea, non'C are 
fit for the driving of horses, or rich in meadow land, and 
least of all is Ithaca..' 

.So spake he, and MenL-lau*. of the loud war cry, smiled, 
caressed him with iiis hand, and spake and hailed him : 

'Thou art of gentle blood, dear child, so gentle tlie 
words thou spcakest. Therefore I will make exchange of the 
presents, as I may. Of the gifts, such a.a are trensures stored 
in my house, I m\\ give thee the goodliest and greatCKt of 
piice. I «i-ill give thee a mixing bowl beautifully wrought; 
it b all of silver, and ihc lips thereof are finished with gold, 
tJie work of Hephaestus ; and the hero Phaedimus, the king 
of the Sidonians, gave it mt\ when his house sheltered me 
on my coming thither, and to thee now would I give it' 

Even 80 they spake one to another, ivhile the guests came 
to the palace of the divine king. They drave their sheep, and 
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brought wine that luakclh. ghd the heart of luan : and their 
wives with fair tiro sent them whcaten bread. Thtts were 
these men preparing ifie feast in the halls. 

Bui the wooers meartime were before the paJice 0/ 
Oilysscus, taking ihcir pleasure in casting of weights and 
spears, on a levelled place, as hcictofure, in ihcir insolence. 
And Aminous and godlike Eurymachus -were scaled there, 
the chief men of the wooers, who were far the most excellent 
of all. And Noemon, son of Phromius, drew nigh to ihens 
&nd spake unto Antinous nnd questioned him, saj-ing : 

'Antinous, know we at all, or know we not, when Tclcm- 
achus will return from snndy Pjlos? He hath departed 
with ft ship of mine, and I have need thereof, to cross over 
into spacious Elis, where I have twelve brood marcs with 
hard]' mules unbroken at ttie teat ; I would drive ofT one of 
these and break him In.' 

So spake he, and they were amazed, for they deemed not 
that Teiemachus had gone to Ncleian Pylos, but that he was 
at home somewhere in the fields, whether among the Hocks, 
or with the swineherd. 

Then Aminous, son of Zupellhes, spake to him in turn: 
'TcU me the plain trulh; when did he go, and what noble 
youths went with hlra ? Were Ihey chosen men oF Ithaca or 
hirelings and thralls of his own? He was in case to bring 
even that about. And icll me this in g'ood sooth, that I may 
know for a surety: did he lake thy black ship from thee 
perforce against Uiy will? or dids-t ihou give it hJm of free 
will at his entreaty?' 

Then Noemon, son of Phromius, answered him saying! *I 
gave it him myself of free will. What can any man do, when 
Bueh an one, so bestead with care, begs a favour? il were 
hard to deny the gift. The youths who next to tis are 
noblest in the land, even tliesc have gone with him ; and I 
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marked iheir leader on lx)artl ship, Mentor, or a goc! ulio in 
sll tilings resembled Mentor. Bat one matter I marvel al : 
I s^w the goodly Mentor here yesterday toward dawn, though 
already he had embarked for Py!o3.' 

He spake and wiihal departed lo his father's house. And 
the proud spirits of these twain were angered, and they made 
the wooers git down togetJier aad cease from iheir games. 
And among them spake Antinous, son of Eupeidies, in dis- 
pleasure; and his b]a.ck heart was wholly filled with nLge, 
and his eyes were lite Naming fire : 

' Out on him, a proud deed liath Telemachus accomplislied 
willi a high handj even this journey, and we thought that he 
vould never bring ilto passl This lad hath clean gone with- 
out more ado, in spile of us all ; bis ship be hath kt haul to 
the sea, and chosen lite noblest in the township. lie will 
begin to be our bane even more than heretofore ; but may 
Zeus destroy his might, not ours, ere he reach the measure of 
manhood ! But come, give me a swift ship and twenly men, 
that I may lie in waicli and wait even for him on his way 
home, in the strait between Ithaca and rugged Samos, thai 
60 he may have ft woeful end of his cruising in quest of his 
lather.' 

So qiake he, and they all assented thereto, and bade htm 
to the work. And thereupon tbey arose and went to the 
bouse of Odysseus. 

Now it was no long time before Penelope heard of the 
counsd that the wooers had devised in the deep of their 
heart. For the henchman MedoTi told her thereof, who 
stood without the court and heard their purposes, while they 
were weaving their plot within. So he went on his way 
through Ihe halls to hring the news to Penelope; and as he 
Slept down over the threshold, Penelope spake unto him: 

' Hcncliman, wherefore have the noble wooers sent llicc 



TorJi? Was it lo tell the haiidmaidii of divine Odysseus 
to cease from ihcir work, and prepare a banquet for 
tlienif Nay, titer thus much -n'ooing:, ncrer agaia may 
they come logcihcr, but here this day sup for thar lost 
and latest time; all ye utio Assemble so ofteii, and 
wute mucb liveliliood, the wenlth of wise Telemachus ! 
Long ago when ye were children, ye marked not your 
fathers' telling, what manner of man was Odysseus 
ciniong Ihem, one that VTOught no iniquity toward any 
m:m, nor spake aught unrighteous in the township, as 
ia the wont of divine kings. One man a king is like to 
hate, another he might chance to love. But never did 
he do aught at all presumptuously to any man. Nay, it is 
phin wLut epirit yc are of, and your unseemly deeds are 
manifest to all, nor is there any gratitude left for kindncM 
done." 

Then Medon, wise of heart, answered her: 'Would, oh 
queen, that this were the crowning evil I But the wooers 
devise another far greater and more grievous, which I pray 
tlic son of Cronos may never fulfill They arc set on 
staying Telemachus with the edge of the sword on his home- 
ward way ; for he is gone to fair Pylos and goodly Lace- 
daemon, lo seek tidings of his father/ 

So spake he, hut her kncea were loosened where she 
etooJ, and hci heart nielted M-ithin her, and long time was 
she speechless, and lo, her eyes were Glled with tears and 
(he voice of licr uiteranoe was stayed. And at the last she 
answered liim and said : 

'Henchman, wherefore I pray thee is my son departed? 
There is no need that he should go abroad on swift ships, 
that serve men, for horses on the eea, and that cross the 
great wet waste. Is it that even his own name may no 
more be left upon earth?' 
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Tben Medon, mse of heart, answered her: ' I know not 
whether some god scl him on, or ■whether his own spirit 
tiired bim to go to Pylos ta Ecelt tidings of his father's 
letnrn, or to hear what end he met.' 

He spake, and dcpaned ibtough the house of Odysseus, 
BR(t on her fell a cloud of consuming giicf; so thstt she 
_ might no more endure to scat her on z chair, whereof 
■re were many in the house, but there she crouched 
on the threshold of her weli-buililed chamber, wailing pi(- 
eously, and her handmaids round her made low moan, a.% 
many as were in the house with her, young and old. And 
PcQclope Gpake among them pouring forth her lamentation ; 
'Hear me, my friends, for the Olympian sire hath given 
me pain exceedingly beyond all women who were born and 
ed in my day. For crewhile I lost my noble lord of the 
^Bon heart, adorned with all perfection among the Danaans, 
my good lord, whose fame is noised abroad from Hellas 
■ to mid Aj^os. And now again the atorm-winds have 
-matched away my well-beloved son wiiliout tidings from our 
halls, nor heard I of his departure. Oh, women, hard of 
heart, that even ye did not each one kt the thought come 
into your minds, to rouse vac from my couch when he went 
to the black hollow sWp, though ye knew full well thereof I 
For had 1 heard that he was purposing this journey, verily 
•;lie should have stayed here still, though eager to be gone, 
or have left me dead in the lialls. Howbeit let some one 
make haste to call the ancient Dolius, my lUra!!, whom my 
fiither gave mc cic yet I had come hither, who keepeth my 
iidcn of trees. So sliall he go straightway and sit by- 
tes, aJid tell him all, if perchance Laeites may weave 
tome counsel in his heart, and go forth and make hia 
plaint to the people, who arc purposed to destroy his seed, 
and the seed of god-like Odysseus.' 




Then the good nurse £ur>'clcia answered her : 'Dear lad/, 
aye, elay mc if thou wilt with the pUilc&s swoid Or let me 
yet live OB in th« house, — yet will I not hide my saying 
from thee. I knew all this, and gave him whatsoever he 
commanded, bread and swmi wine. And he look a great 
oath of mc not to tell thee till at least the twelflh day should 
come, or thou thyself shouldst miss him and hear of bis 
departure, that thou mightcst tiol mai thy fair flesh with 
ihy tears. Btit now, wash thcc in water, and take to tbee 
clean raiment and ascend to thy upper chamber with the 
women thy handmaids, and pray to Athene, daughter of 
Zeus, lord of tlie aegis. For so may she save him even 
from death. And heap not troubles on an old man's trouble; 
!?J*--L, for the seed of the so n of Arcefci us, is not, melhinks, utterly 
haled by the blessed gods, but someone will haply yet remain 
Lo possess these lofty halls, and the fat Gelds lar away.' 

So spivlce she, and lulled her queen's Umentallon, and 
made her eyes to cease from weeping. So she washed her 
in water, and took to her clean raiment, and ascended to the 
upper chamber with the women her handmaids, and placed 
the meal for eprinkling in a basket, and prayed unto 
Athene: 

' Hear me, child of Zeus, lord of the aegis, onwcaricd 
maiden, I If ever wise Odysseus in his halls burnt for thee 
fat shcea of the thighs of heifer or of sheep, these things, 
I pray thee, now remember, and save my dear son, and ward 
from him the wooers in t)ie nnuglniness of llieir pride-* 

Therewilh she raised a cry, and ttie goddess heard her 
prayer. But the wooers clamoured through the shadowy 
balls, and thus would some proud youth say : 

' Verily this queen of many wooers prepareth our niarri;ige, 
nor knowcth at all how that for her son death hath been 
ordained.* 



Thus uoulJ certain of llicm speak, but ihey knew not how 
these things were orJaincd. And Anlinous made harangue 
and spake among them : 

' Good sirs, my friends, shun aD disdainful worths alike, lest 
someone hear and tell it even in the house. But come let 
as Arise, and in silence accompUsb that wheieof we spake, 
f(w the counsel pleased us every one.' 

Tiiercwitli he chose Iweaty men that were the best, and 
they departed to the swift ship and the sea-banl;!. So 
first of all they drew the ship down 10 the deep water, and 
placed the mast and sails in the black ship, and £xed the 
oirt in leathern loops all orderly, and spread Tortb the white 
sails. And squires, haughty of heart, bare for Ihem their 
arms. And they moored her high out tn the fliore water, 
and themselves disembarked. There they supped and waited 
Tor evening to come on. 

But the vise Penelope lay there in her upper chamber, 
fasting and tasting neither meat nor drink, musinc; whether 
ber noble son should escape death, or even fall before the 
proud wooers. And as a lion broods all in fear among the 
press of men, when they draw the crafty ring around him, 
so deeply was she musing when deep sleep came over 
her. And &he sank back i& sleep and all her joints were 
loosened. 

Now the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, tamed to other 
iboughls. She made a phantom, and fasliioned it ailer the 
likeness of a woman, Iphihimc, daughter of great-hearted 
Icatius, whom Eumclus wedded, whose dwelling was in 
Phcrae. And she sent it to ihe house of divine Odysseus to 
bid Penelope, nmid her sorrow and lamenting, to cease 
from her weeping and tearful lamentation. So the phantom 
passed into the chamber by the thong of the boll, and stood 
above her head and spake unto tier, saying: 






' Sleepest thou. Penelope, stricken at heart i Nay, ewa 
the gods who live at case Buffer thee nol lo u-ai] or be 
afflicted, seeing that thj son is y«t to retoni; for no Bumer 
is be in the eyes of the gods.' 

Then wise Penelope made her answer as she slumbered 
veiy sofily at the gates of dreams: 

' Wherefore, sister, hast thou come Wthw, that before wert 
not iront to come, for thou hast thine hahitation rcrjr &t 
vmyi BiJdcst tljou me indeed to cease from the sor- 
n>vs and p&ins, so ma.ny that disquiet roy iteart and soul? 
Erenhilo 1 lost my noble lord of the lion heart, adorned with 
all perfection among the Danaans, my true lord, whose fame is 
noised abroad from Hellas lo mid Argos. And now, again, 
my vcU-bclored son is departed on his hollow ship, poor 
child, not skilled in toils or in lltc gatherings of men. For 
him I sorrow yet more than for my lord, and I tremble and 
fear for him lest aught befal liim, wlielher, it may b^ amid 
that folk where he is gone, or in the deep. For many 
foemcn devise evil against liini, and go about to kill him, or 
«Ver he come to his own counlry.' 

And the dim phantom answered her, and said: 'Take 
COiirag;e, and be not so sorely afraid. For lo, such a friend 
goes 10 guide him, as all men pray to stand by them, 
for that she hath the power, even Pallas Athene. And she 
piticth thee in thy sorrow, and now bath sent nbe forth to 
■peak these words to (hcc' i 

And wise Penelope answered her, saying: 'Kf ihon art 
indeed a god, and hast heard the word of a 'god, come, 
I pray thee, and leil me tidings concerning tfljial iti-fatcd 
man, whether perchance he is yet alive and sec? , the light of 
the sun, or hath already died, and is a dweller o^ia the bouse 
of Hades.' Ab 

And the dim phantom answered her and avdi 'Con* 
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ceming him I will not tell thee all the tale, whether he t% 
■live or dead ; it is ill to speak words light as wind.' 

Therewith the phantom slipped away by the bolt of the 
door and passed into the breath of the wind. And the 
daughter of Icarius started up from sleep, and her heart 
Tis cheered, so clear was the vision that sped toward her 
in the dead of the night. 

Meanwhile the wooers had taken ship and were sailing 
over the wet ways, pondering in their hearts sheer death for 
Telemachus. Now there is a rocky isle in the mid sea, mid- 
way between Ithaca and rugged Samos, Asteris, a Uttle isle ; 
and there is a harbour therein with a double entrance, where 
dups may ride. There the Achaeans abode lying in wait 
itx Telemachus. 
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ceming him I will not tell thee all the tale, whether he Ik 
alive or dead ; it is ill to speak words light as wind.' 

Therewith the phantom slipped away by the bolt of the 
door and passed into the breath of the wind. And the 
daughter of Icarius started up from sleep, and her heart 
was cheered, so dear was the vision that sped toward her 
in the dead of the night. 

Meanwhile the wooers had taken ship and were sailing 
over the wet ways, pondering in their hearts sheer death for 
Telemachus. Now there is a rocky isle in the mid sea, mid- 
way between Ithaca and rugged Samos, Asteris, a little isle; 
and there is a harbour therein with a double entrance, where 
ships may ride. There the Achaeans abode lying in wait 
for Telemachus. 
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BOOK V. 



Tho Gadi in council contmnnd Cnlypso by Hci-mrs to s*iii1 B«i>y 
Odjneus on > raft of treas; nnd Poseidon, retuminj from EihiDptn nnd 

tcrin^ himonlhoeoaslof Phaeacia, scjiltereil his mft ; »nd bow bj IIm help 

ot Ino he was thrown asbjte, and slept va a licap of drj l».vu till the dcii 
iity, 

Kow the Dawn arose from her couch, from ihc aide of the 
lordly Tithonue, to bcai light to the twmoitals and to mottaX 
mcix, And lo, the gods were gathering to session, and 
anaong them Zeus, thsit thunders on high, whose mighl JS 
above all. And Athene told them ihc tale of the many 
woes of Od/sseus, recalling them to mind; for near her 
htiirt was he that then abode m the dwelling of the njmph : 

' Father 2eus, and all ye other blessed gods that lirt for 
ever, henceforth let not any sceptred king be kind and gentle 
with all his heart, nor minded to do righteously, but let him 
slway be a hard man and work unrighteousness, foi behold, 
there is none that rcmcmbereth divine Odysseus of the 
people whose lord he was, and was gentle as a father. 
Howbeit, as for him he lieth in an ishnd suffering strong 
padiu^ in the halls of tha nymph Calypso, who holdeth him 
perforce ; so he may not reach his own country, for he hath 
no ships by him with oirs. anil no companions to send him 
on his way over the broad back of the sea. And now, 
;gain, they are aet on slaying his beloved son on hi$ home- 
ard way, for he is gone lo fair Pylos and lo goodi/ 

.cedaemon, to seek tidings of his father.' 

And Zeus, gatherer of the clouds, answered and spalcc 
her: 'My diiid, what word hath escaped Uie door of 
!jy ]ipsf Najr, didst thou not thyielf plan this device, that 



Odysseus may assuredly laVe vengeance on those men at his 
coming ? As for Telemachus, do ihou guide him by thine 
art, as well thou mayesi, that bo he may come to his own 
country a3l unliarmed, and the wooers may return in ihdr 
ship uiih their labour all in vain.' 

Therewith he spake to Hermes, his dear son: 'Hermes, 
forasmuch a.s even in all else thou art our herald, tell unto 
the nymph of the braided tresses my unerring counsel, even 
the return of the patient Odysseus, how he is to come to 
his home, with no furtherance of gods or of mortal men. 
Nay, he shall sail on a well-bound raft, in sore distress, and 
cn the twentieth day arrive at fcilile Schcris, even at the land 
of the Phaeacians, who are near of kin to ihe gods. And they 
shall give him all worship heartily as to a god, and send him 

. his way in a ship to his own dear country, with gifts of 
and gold, and raiment in plenty, much store, soch 
•8 never would Odysseus have won for himself out of Troy, 
yea, though he ii.id returned unhurt with the share of the 
epoil that fell to him. On such wi^e is be fated to see 
bis friends, and come to liis hig-h-roofcd home and his own 
country.' 

So spake he, nor heedless was the messenger, the slayer 
of Argos. Straightway he bound beneath his feet his 
lovely golden sandalt^, that wax not old, that bare him 
alike over the wet sea and over the limitless land, swift as the 
breath of the wind. And he took the wand wherewith he 
IuUb the eyes of whomso he will, while others again he even 
wakes from out of sleep. With this rod in his hand Bew 
the strong slayer of Argos. Above Pieria he passed and 
leapt from the upper air into the deep. Then he sped along 
the wave like the cormorant, that chaseth ihc fishes through 
Ihe perilous gulfs of the unharvested sea, and wetteth his thick 
plnmage in tlie brine. Such like did Hermes ride upon tlie 
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press of the waves. Dut 'when be bad now reached that Tar-ofE 
isle, be went forth from the sea of violet blue to get him «p 
into the land, till he came to a great cave, wherein dwelt the 
nymph of the braided tresseg: and h« found her within. 
And on tlie hearth there was a great Ere burning, and from 
afar through the isle was smelt the fragrance of cleft cedar 
blowing, and of sandal wood. And the nymph within was 
singing with a sweet voice as she fcired to and fro before 
the loom, and wove with a shuttle of gold. And round about 
the cave there was a wood blossoming, alder and poplar and 
flweet-smelling cypress. And therein rooEted birds long of 
wing, owls and lalcons and chatteruig sea-Crows, which 
have their business in the waters. And io, there about the 
hollow cave trailed a gadding garden vine, all rich with 
clusters. And fountains four set orderly were running with 
clear water, hard by one another, turned ench to his own 
course. And all around soft meadows bloomed of violets 
find pajsley, yea, even a deathless god whi> came thither 
might wonder at the sight and be glad at heajt. There 
the messenger, the slayer of Argos, stood and wondered. 
Now wlien he bad gazed at all -mih wonder, anon he went 
into the vide cave; nor did Calypso, that fair goddess, 
fail to know hini, when she saw him face 10 face; foj 
the gods use not to be strange one to another, the im- 
mortals, not though one have his habitation far away. 
But he found not Odysseus, the greathearted, within ihc 
cave, who sat weeping on the shore even as aforetime, 
straining his soul with tears and groans and griefs, and as 
he wept he looked wistfully over the unharvesled deep. 
And Calypso, that fair goddess, questioned Hermes, when 
she had made him sit on a bright shining seat : 

'Wherefore, I pray thee, Hermes, of the golden wand, 
hast ihou come hither, worshipful and welcome, whereas as 
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of old thou wert not wont to visit me ? Tell me all thy 
thought ; my heart is set on fulfilling it, if fulfil it I may, ind 
if it hath been fulfilled m the counsel of fate. But now 
follow me further, thit I may set before tliee the entertain- 
ment of Blrangers.' 

Therewith the goddess spread a table with ambrosia and 
set it by bira, and mixed the ruddy nectar. So the mes- 
senger, the slayer of Argos, did eat and drink. Now after 
be had supped a.ad comforted tiis soul with food, at the la£t 
be answered, and spake to her on this wise : 

•Thou maliCBt question of me on my coming-, 3 goddess 
of a god, and I will lell thee this my saying Inily, at thy com- 
mand. Twas Zeus that bade me come hither, by no will 
of mine; nay, who of his free wHI would speed over such 
a wondrous space of brine, whereby is no city of mortals 
that do sacrifice to the gods, and offer choice hecatombs? 
But surely it is in no wise possible for another god to go be- 
yond or to make void the purpose of Zeus, lord of the aegis. 
He sailh that thou bast with thee a man most wretched 
beyond his fellows, beyond those men that round the burg of 
Friam for nine ycara fought, and in the tenth year sacked 
the cily and departed homeward. Yet on the way they 
sinned against Athene, and she raised upon iliem an evil 
blast and long waves of the sea. Then all the rest of his 
good company was lost, but it came to pass that the wind 
bare and tlie wave brought him hither. And now Zeus hid- 
detb thee send him hence with what speed thou mayest, 
for It is not ordained that he die away from his friends, but 
rather it is his fate to look on them even yet, and to come 
(o his bigh-roofcd home and his own country.' 

So spake he, and Calypso, that fair goddess, shuddered 
and uttered her voice, and spake unto him winged words: 
' Hard aie ye gods and jealous exceeding, who ever grudge 



goddesses openlj* to mate with men, if any make a mortal 
her dear bed-fellow. Even 6o when rosy-fingered Dawn 
look Orion for h«r lover, ye gods ihat live at ease were 
Jealous thereof, lill chagle Aitemis, of the golden throne, 
slew Itim in Oitygia wich the visitation of her gende shafta. 
So loo when fair-trcsscd Dcmctcr yielded to her love, and 
lay with lasion in the ihrice-ploughed fiillow field, Zeus was 
not long without tidings thereof, and cost at him with his 
while bolt and slew him. So again ye gods now grudge 
that a mortal man should dwell u-itb me. Him I saved as he 
went all alone bestriding the keel of a bark, for that Zeus 
had crushed" and cleft his swift ship with a white bolt 
in the midst of t!ic wine-dark deep. There all the rest of his 
good company was lost, but it came to pass that the wind 
bare and (tie wave brought him hither. And him have I 
loved and cherished, and I s^id chat I would mal:e him to 
know not death and age for ever. Yet forasmuch as it Is in 
no wise possible for another god to go beyond, or make void 
the purpose of Zeus, lord of the aegis, let him away over the 
unharvested seas, if the summons and the bidding be of 
Zeus. But I will give him no despatch, not I, for I have 
no ships by me with oars, nor company to bear htm on hia 
way over the broad back of the sea. Yet will I be forward 
to put this in his mind, and will hide nought, that all un- 
borroed he may come to hig own country,' 

Then the messenger, the slayer of A rgos, answered her: 
'Yea, speed him now upon his path and have regard unto 
tbe wiaih of Zeus, lest haply he be angered and bear hard 
OD thee hereafWr.' 

Therewith tbe great slayer of Argos dcp&rled, bat the lady 
nymph went on her way to the great-hearted Odysscua, 

• tt srmts very doublful wliethtr tXfai can btar thit mouiing. TTifl 
madiftS iMaat, ' intolc,* ptescrvcxl by ihe Scliol, is liighljr protobk. 
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when sbe bad heard the message of Zcos. And there 
she found biui Biting on ibe shore, and his eyes were 
never dry of tears, and his swecl life was ebbing away 
as he mourned for his return ; for the nymph no more 
found favour iii bis sight. HoAvsoever by night he would 
fll«ep by her, as needs he must, in the hollow caves, unwilling 
lover by a willing lady. And in the day-time he would sii 
on the rocks and on the bca.ch, stra.ining lits soul ^ith tears, 
and groans, and griefs, and dirough his tears he would look 
wisifuliy over the unJiarvested deep. So &tandbg near him 
that fair goddess spake lo him : 

' Haplees man, sorrow no more I pray thee in this isle, 
nor let thy good life waste away, for even now will I send 
thcc hence with all my heart. Nay, arise and cut long beams, 
and fashion a wide raft with the axe, and lay deckings high 
tliercupon, that it may bear thee over the misty deep. And 
I will place therein bread and water, and red wine to thy 
bean's desire, to keep hunger far away. And I will put 
raiment upon thee, and send a fair gale in ihy waVe, that su 
ihou maj'est come all unharmed to thine own country, tf 
indeed it be the good pleasure of tlie gods wlio hold 
wide heaven, who are stronger than I am both to will and 

to do.' 

So she epakej and the steadfast goodly Odysseus shud- 
dered, and ottering his voice sp:ike to her winged words : 
'Herein, goddes.H, thou hast plainly some other thought, and 
in no wise my furtherance, for that thou biddesl me to cross 
in a raft the great gulf of the sea bo dread and difficult, 
which not even the Bwift gallant ships pass over rejoicing in 
the breeze of Zeus, Nor would I go aboard a raft to dis- 
pleasure tliee, unless ibou wilt deign, O goddess, to swear a 
great oath not Co plan any hidden guile to mine own hurt.' 

So spake he, and Calypso, tlie fair goddess, eraiicd 






•Knavish thou an, and no weakling* in wit, thou Uiat 
hast conceived and spoken such ft wonj. Let earth be now 
witness hereto, and the wide heaven above, and that falling 
w-atcr of Uic Styx, (he greatest oalh and the most terrible 
to the blessed gods, that X will not plan any hidden guile 
to thine own hurt. Nay, but mj thoughts af« eticb, and 
sacli will be my counsel, as I would devise for myself, If 
ever so sore a need came over me. For I loo have a 
Ti^htcous nund, and my heart wilhia me is not of iron, but 
pitiful even as thine.' 

Therewith the fair goddess led the way quickly, and ho 
followed hard in the steps of the goddess. And they readied 
th« iollow cave, the goddeBs and ihe man; so he sat him 
down upon the chair whence Hermes had arisen, and the 
nymph placed by him all manner of food to eat and drink, 
iuch as is meat for men. As for her she sat over against 
divine Odysseus, and the handmaids placed by her ambTOsIn 
and nectar. So lliey put forth their hands upon the good cheer 
s«t before Lhem. But after they had taken their fill of meat 
and drink, Calypso, the fair goddess, spake first and said : 

'Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zetis, Odysseus of many 
devices, so it is indeed thy wish to get thee home to thine 
own dear country even in this hour? Good fortune go 
wiiii thee even so I Yet didst thou know in thine heart what 
a measure of suffering thou ait ordained to fulfil, or ever 
thou reach ihine own country, heic, even here, thou wouldst 
abide with me and keep this house, and wouldst never taste 
of death, though thou longest to ace thy wife, for whom 
thou bast ever a desire day by day. Not in soolh that I 

• ivo-tiiKw, from root 4.1/, ' ill-Rtown,' 1. e. a wenklinp. (n the liMTal 
nma lu B. zi, 249, nf. aa, or mctApborical, ss ben and villi 177* 
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avow me to be less noble than she in forni or Eishion, for it 
is in no wise meet that mortal women should match them 
with immoTtals, in shape and comeliness.' 

And Odyascua of many counsels answered, and spake 
unto her: 'Be not wroth with mc hcicat, goddess ami queen. 
Afysclf I know it well, how wise Penelope is meaner to 
look upon than thou, in comelinesB and stature. But she ix 
mort.-U and ihou knowest not age nor death. Yet even so, I 
wish and lorg day by day to fare homeward and sec the 
day of my returning. Yea, and if some god shall wreck mc 
in the wine-dark deep, even so I will endure, with a heart 
Tpithin me piiient of affliction. For already have I suffered 
lull much, and mtteh have I toiled in perils of waves and 
war; l«t this be added to the tale of those.' 

So spalte he, and the sun sanlc and darkness came on. 
Then they twain went into thir chamber of the hollow rock, 
and had their delight of love, abiding each by other. 

So soon as eaily Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, anon 
Odysseus put on him a mande and doublet, and ihe nymph 
clad her in a great shining robe, light of woof and gracious, 
and about her waist she cast a fair golden girdle, and a veil 
wiihal opon her head. Then she considered of the sending 
of Ody£&eu3, the greathearted. She gave him a great axe, 
filled lo his grasp, an ase of bronze double-edged, and 
with a goodly handle of olive wood fastened well. Next 
she ga*-e Urn a polished adze, and she led the way to 
the border of the isle where tall trees grew, alder and 
poplar, and pine that reachelh unto heaven, seasoned long 
since and sere, that might lightly float for him. Now after 
she had sliown him where the tall trees grew, Calypso, the 
fair goddess, departed homeward. And he set to cutting 
timber, and his work went busily. Twenty trees in all he 
Celled, and then trimmed them with the axe of bronze, and 
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deftly smoothed them, and over them made strxigtii the line. 
Mcanwlitlc Calypso, the fair goddess, brought him augets, 
EO be bored each piece and jointed Lhcm together, and then 
made all fast with trenails and dowels. Wide as is the floor 
of a broad ship of burden, wliidi some man well skilled In 
carpentry may trace him out, of such beam did Odysseus 
fashion his broad raft. And thereat he wrought, and set 
tip the deckings, fitting them to the close-set uprights, and 
finished them oS with long gunwales, and therein he set 
a mast, and a yard-ami fitted thereto, and moreover he 
made him a rudder to guide the craft And he fenced it 
with walded osier withies fiom etem to stem, to be a bul- 
wark against the via.\c, and piled up wood to back them. 
Meanwhile Calypso, the fair goddess, brought him weh of 
cloth to mike him sails; and these too he fashioned vcrf. 
skilfully. And he made fast iheteia braces and haJyards 
and sheets, and at last be pushed the rati with levers down 
to the fair salt sea. 

Il was the fourth day when he had accomplished all. 
And, lo, on the fifth, tlie fair Calypso sent him. on his way 
from the island, when she had bathed him and clad bim in 
fragrant attire. Moreover, ihe goddess plticed on board the 
ship two skins, one of daik wine, and another, a great one, 
of water, and corn too in a wallet, and she set therein a store 
of dainties to his heart's desire, and sent forth a warm and 
gentle wind to blow. And goodly Od>'SSeu3 rejoiced as he 
set his sails to the breeze. So he s.ue and cunningly guided 
the craft with the helm, nor did sleep fall upon his eyelids, as 
he viewed the Pleiads and BcO<te3, that sciteih late, and the 
Bear, which they likewise call the Wain, which tnmelh ever 
in on« place, and keepeth watch upon Orion, and alone 
balh no part in Uie baths of Ocean. This star, Calypso, 
the fair goddess, bade him to keep ever on the left as h« 




traversed the deep. Ten days and seven he $ai]e<! traversing 
the deep, and on llie eighteenth day appeared the shadowy 
tiilb of lh« land of the Phaeadans, at the point where it lay 
nearest to bim; and it showed Like a shield in the misty deep. 

Now ihc lord, the shaker of the earth, on his way from 
the Ethiopians espied him afar off from the mountains 
of the Solymi: even tlience he saw OJysseus as he sailed 
over [he deep; and he was yet more angered in spirit, and 
shaking his head he communed with his own heart. 'Lo 
now, it must be that the gods at Llie hiat liave changed their 
purpnae concerning Odyasena, while I was away amon^ the 
Ethiopians. And now he is nigh to the Phaeacian land, 
where it is ordained that he escape the great issues of the 
woe which hath come upon him. Bu^ methinks, that even 
yet I will drive him far enough in the path of suffering.' 

With that he gathered the clouds and troubled the waters 
of the deep, grasping his trident in his bands ; and he roused 
all storms of all manner of winds, and shrouded in clouds the 
land and sea : and down sped night from heaven. The East 
Wind and Uic Soudi Wind clashed, and the Btonny 'WeEt, 
and the North, that is born in the bright air, rolling onward 
a great wave. Then were the knees of Odysseus loosened 
and bis heart mehedj and heavily be spake to his own great 
Kpirit : 

' Oh, wretclied man that I am I what is to befal me at the 
last? I fear that indeed the goddess spake all things truly, 
wbo said that 1 should fill up the measure of sorrow on the 
deep, or ever I came to mine own country; and lo, all 
these tilings have an end. In such wise doth Zem crown the 
wide beaven with ctouda, and hath troubled Uie deep, and 
the blasts rush on of all the winds; yea, now is utter doom 
assured me. Thrice blessed those Danaans, yea, four limes 
blessed, who pehsihcd on a time in wide Troj-land, doing a 



8(5 




ODVSSEV V, 307-338. 



pleasure to the sons of Atreusl Would to God that I loo had 
died, and met my fate on that day whtn the press of Trojans 
cast lh«ir bronze-shod spears upon rae, fighting for the body 
of the son of Pclcusl So should I have gotten my dues of 
burial, and the Achaeans would have spread my fame ; but 
cow it is my fate to be overtaken by a pitiful death.' 

Even as he spalie, the great wave smote down upon liim, 
driving on in terrible wise, that the raft reeled again. And 
far therefrom he fell, and lost the helm from his hand ; and 
the fierce blast of the jostling winds came and brake his 
mast in the midst, and sail and yard-arm fell afar into the 
deep. Long' time the vraler kept him under, nor could he 
speedily rise from beneath the rush of t!ic mighty wave : for 
the garments hung' heavy which fair Calypso gave him. 
But late and at length he came up, and spat forth from his 
mouth the bitter salt water, which ran down in Btrearas from 
his head. Yet even eo forgat he not liis raft, for all his 
wretched plight, but made a spring after it in the waves, 
and clutched it to him, and sat in the midst thereof, avoid- 
ing the issues of death ; and the great wave swefit it hither 
and thither along the stream. And as the North Wind in the 
harvest tide sweeps the thistle-down along ilie plain, and 
close the tufts cling each to other, even so the winds bare the 
raft hither and thither along the main. Now the South would 
toss it to the North Lo carry, and DOw agiun the East would 
jield it 10 the West to chase. 

But the daughter of Cadmus marked him, Ino of the fiiir 
ankles, Leucothea, who in time past was a maiden of mortal 
speech, but now in the depths of the salt sea she h.id gotten 
her share of worship from the gods. She took pity on 
Odj'sseua in hia wandering and travail, and she rose, like 
a sea-gull on the wing, from the depth of the mere, and sat 
npon the -well-boimd raft and spake saying i 
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'Hapless one, wherefore wag Poseidon, shafecr of the carlb, 
80 woiidroua wroth with thee, seeing; that he aowclh for thee 
the seeds of many evUs? Yet shall he not mnk* a fall end 
of Ihec, for all his desire. But do even as I tell thee, and 
melliinks thou art not witless. Cast o^ these garments, and 
leave the raft to drift before the winds, but do thou swim 
with thme hands and strive to win a footing on the coast • 
of the Phaeacians, where it is decreed that thou escape. 
Here, take thft veil imperishable and wind it about thy 
breast; 80 is there no fear ttiat tliou sufTer aught or perish. 
But when thou hast laid bold of the mftinlnnd with thy 
hands, loose it from off thee and cast it into the wine-dark 
deep far from the land, and thyself turn away.' 

With that the goddess gave the veil, and for her part dived 
back into the heaving deep, like a sea-gull : and the dark 
wave closed over her. But the steadfast goodly Odysseus 
pondered, and heavily he spake to his own brave spirit: 

' Aht woe is me I Can it be that some one of the im- 
mortala is weaving a new snare for me, that she bids in« 
quit my raft? Nay verily, I will not yet obey, for I had 
sight of the shore yet a long way off, where she told me 
that I miglic escape. I am resolved what I will do; — 
and meihinks on this wise it is best. So long as the 
timbers abide in the dowels, so long will I endure steadfast 
m affliction, but bo soon as the wave hath shattered my 
raft asunder, I will swim, for meanwhile no better counsel 
may be.' 

White yet he pondered these things in his heart and soul, 
Poseidon, shaker of the earth, stirred against him a great 
wave, leirible and grievous, and vaulted from the crest, and 

• Lit. Suire after tm urivnL on the land, cic, viam oiiginally meani 
g9ii>g> J»i"ii*yiii£, and liad no idea of retum, Tllc earlier use survives 
bcre, and in. Soph, rhiJofii. 43. Eur. Iph. Aul. 1261. Slmikrl;, peiliaps, 
imffTiir in Odjue; iv. 619, x*. 1 ig, and cMoeoi frequently. 



therewith smote him. And as when a great tempestuous wind 
losselh a heap of parched husks, and scallers ihem this way 
and that, even so did the wave scatter the long beams of the 
raft. But Odysseus bestrode a single beam, as one rideth on 
a courser, and stript him of t!ie garraenta which fair Calypso 
gave him. And presently he wound the veil beneath his 
breast, aJld fell prone into the sea, outstretching his hands as 
one eager to swim. And the lord, the shaker of the earth, 
saw bim and shook his head, and communed ^viih his own 
aoul. 'Even so, after all thy sufFeringB, go wandering over 
the deep, till thou fehalt come among a people, the fosterlings 
ofZeus. Yet for all that 1 deem noi that thou shall think 
thyself too lightly afilicled." Therewith he lashed his sleedfl 
of the flowing manee, and came to Aegae, where is his 
lordly home. 

But Athene, daughter of Zeus, turned to new thoughts. 
Behold, she bound up the couraes of the other winds, and 
charged ihera all to cease and be still; but she roused the 
swift North and brake the waves before him, that so Odysseus, 
of the seed of Zeus, might mingle with the PhaeacianSj lovers 
of the oar, avoiding death and the fates. 

So for two nights and two days he was wandering in the 
swell of the sea, and much his heart boded of death. But 
when at last the fair-tresscd Dawn brought ilie full light of 
the third day, thereafter the breeze rdl, and lo, there was a 
breathless calm, and with a quick glance ahead, (lie being 
upborne on a great wave,) he saw the land v«ry near. And 
even as when most welcome lo his children is ihe sight of a 
father's life, who lies in sickness and strong jiains long wasting 
away, some angry god assailing him; and to their delight the 
gods have loosed him fiom hi& trouble; so welcome to Odys- 
seus showed land an-i wood; and he swam onward being cagct 
to set foot on the strand. Dut when he was within earshot of 



the shore, and heard now ilie ibandcr o? the sea againat the 
reefs — for the great wive crashed against the dry land 
belching in terrible wise, and all was covered with foam of 
the sea, — for there were no harbours for ships nor shelters, 
but jutting headlands and reefs and cliffs; then at last the 
kne«s of Odysseus were loosened and his heart mctlcd, and 
in heaviness he spake to his own brave spirit: 

'Ah me I now that beyond all hope Zeus hath ^ven me 
sight of land, and withal I have cloven my way ihrough ihiB 
giilf of the sea, here there is no place to land on from out of 
the grey water. For without are sharp crags, and round them 
the wave roars surging, and sheet the smooth rock rises, and 
Uie sea is deep Iheieby, so that in no wise may I &nd firm 
foothold and escape my bane, for as I fain would go ashore, 
the great wave may haply Kuatch and dash me on the jagged 
rock— and a wretched endeavour that would be. But if I 
swim yet further along the coast to find, if I may, spits that 
take the waves aslant and havens of the sea, I fear lest the 
storm^wincls catch me again and bear rae over the teeming 
deep, making heavy mo^n ; or else some god may even send 
forth against me a monster from out of the shore water ; 
and many such pastureth the renowned Amphitrite. For 1 
know how wroth agaiust me hath been the great Shaker at 
the Earth/ 

Whilst yet he pondered these things in his heart and 
mind, a great wave bore him to the rugged shore. There 
would he have been Btript of his skin and all his bones been 
broken, but that the goddess, grey-eyi;d Athene, put a 
thought into his heart. He rusbed in, and with both his 
hands clutched the rock, whereto he clung till the great 
wave went by. So he escaped that peril, but again with 
backward wash it leapt on him and smote him and cast him 
forth into the deep. And as when the cuttlefish is dragged 



forth from his chamber, the many pebbles clinging to his 
suckers, even so was the skJn &tript from his strong tAud 
against the rocks, aod the great vave dosed over blm, 
There of a truth would luckless Odysseus have perished 
beyond that which was ordained, had not grej'-eyed Athene 
given him sure counsel. He rose from the line of the 
breakers that belch upon Ihc shore, and swam outade, 
ever looking landwaids, to find, if be might, spits that take 
ihe waves aslant, and havens of ihe sea. But when he came 
in his Gwlmming over against the tnouth of a fair-flowing 
river, whereby ihe place seemed best in his eyes, smooth 
of rocks, and wiihaJ ihere was a covert from the wind, 
Odysseus felt the rivei luntiiug, and prayed to him in his 
heart: 

' Hear tae, O king, whosoever thou art ; unto thee am I 
come, OS to one to whom prayer is made, while I Bee the 
rebukes of Poseidon from the d«p. Yea, reverend even lo 
tlie deathless gods is that man wlio comes as a wanderer, 
even as 1 now have come to thy stream and lo Ihy knees 
after much travail. Nay pity mc, O king ; for I avow myself 
thy suppliant.' 

So spake he, %nd the god straightway stayed his Stream 
and withheld his waves, and made the water smooth before 
him, and brought hira safety to the mouths of the river. And 
.his knees bowed and his stout hands fell, foi his heart was 

sken by the brine. And his flesh was all swollen and 
a great stream of sea water gushed up throtigh his mouth 
■nd nostrils. So be lay without breath or speech, swooning, 
mch terrible weariness came upon him. But when now his 
breath returned and Iiis spirit came to him agiun, he loosed 
from off him the veil of the goddess, and let it fall into the 
salt flowing river. And the great wave bare it back down 
the stream, and lightly Ino caught ii in her hands. Then 
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OJysscus turned from ihe river, and TcD back in the reeds, 
aiiil kissed earth, the gjain-giver, and heavily he spake unlo 
bis own brave spirit: 

•Ah, woe is roe! whnt is to beti3e me? what shall 
happen unto me at the last? IT I watch in the river bed 
all through the careful ntght, I feai that the biLicr frost and 
fresh dew may overcome me, as I breathe forth my life for 
raininess, for the river breeze blows cold betinies in the 
morning. But if I climb ihe hilL-side up to Uie shady wood, 
and ihcie take rest in the thickets, though perchance the 
cold and weariness leave hold of me, and sweet sleep 
may come over ine, I fear lest of wild beasts I become 
the spoil and prey.' 

So as he thought thereon this seemed lo him the better way. 
He went up to the wood, and found it nigh the water tn a 
place of wide prospect. So he crept beneath twin bushes that 
grew from one stem, both olive trees, one of them wild olii'c. 
Through these the force of the wet winds blew never, neither 
did ihe bright £un hght on it with his rays, nor could the rain 
pierce through, so close were they twined either to other; 
and thereunder crept Odysseus, and anoa he heaped together 
with his hands a bioad couch ; for of fallen leaves there was 
great plenty, enough to cover two or three men in winter 
time, however hard the weather. And the steadfast goodly 
Odysseus beheld it and rejoiced, and he laid him in the 
midst thereof and flung over him the fdlen leaves. And as 
when a man hath hidden away a brand in the black embers 
at an upland farm, one that hath no neighbours nigh, and so 
saveth the seed of ftre, that he may not have to seek a light 
otherwhere, even so did Odysseus cover him with the leaves. 
And Athene shed sleep upon his eyes, that so it might 
90oa release him £:om his weary travail, overshadowing his 
(jeliib. 



BOOK VI. 



NaiiKl<:aR..so{nECoaiiverre3rtliiii(]litceio waili the dathet of her fftAer. 
molher, and hrcthren, while (he dothes were dty'm^ played with her maids 
at ball ; and Odysseus coming forlh is f«d and clothed, and led on his 
way to Ihe liouse of tier Oilier, King Alcln<iii$. 



So (here he lay aeleep, the steadrast goodly Odysseus, Tor- 
done wilh toil and drowsiness. Meanwliile Alhene went to 
t}ic land and the city of Ihe Phaeacians, who of old, upon a 
time, dwelt in spacious Hypereia; near the Cyclopes Ihey 
dwelt, raon exceeding prouri, who harried Ihcm coniinually, 
being mightier than ihey. 'ITience the godlike NauMihous 
made then) depart, and he carried ihem away, and planted 
them in Schcria, far off from men tliat live by bread. And 
he drew a wall around the town, and builded houses aad 
made temples for the gods and meted out the fields. How- 
beit ere this had he been stricken by fate, and had gone 
down to the house of Hades, and now Atdnous was reigning, 
with wisdom granted by the gods. To his house went the 
goddess, grey-eyed Atliene, devising a return for the great- 
hearted Odysseus. She betook her to the rich-wrought 
bower, wherein 'was sleeping a maiden like to ihe gods in 
fonn and comeliness, Nausicaa, the daughter of Alcinons, 
high of heart. Ecside her on either hand of the pillars of 
the door were two liandmaids, dowered with beauty from 
the Graces, and the shining doors were shut. 

Bui the goddess, fleet as ilic brcAih of Ihe wind, fiwept 
towards the couch of the maiden, and stood above her head. 



and epalte to her in ihc semblance ot (he daughter of n. 
famous eeafarer, Djuiaa, a girl of like age with Nau^icia, 
who bad found grace in ber tight. In. ber shap« Uic grey- 
eyed A:hene spake to the princess, saying : 

'Kausicaa, bow hath thy tuothei so heedless a maiden to 
ber daughter? Lo, thou bast shining raiment that lies hy 
thee uncored for, and thy marriagc-da)' is near at liand, 
when thou thyself must needs go beautifully cUd, and have 
garments to give to them who shall lead thee to the hause of 
the bridegroom 1 And, behold, these are the things whence 
a good report goes abroad among men, wherein a father 

■and lady mother take deli^hL Sut come, let us arise and 

' go a-washing wiLb the breaking of the day, and I will follow 
with thee to be thy mate in the toil, that without delay thou 
mayst get Ibee ready, since truly thou art not long lo be 
a maiden. Lo, already ihcy are wooing thee, the noblest 
youths of all the Phaeacians, among that people whence thou 
thyself dost draw thy lineage. So come, beseech thy noble 

.fiilher betimes in the morning to furnish thee with mules and 
, ffjun to carry the men's raiment, and the robes, and the 

flfaining coverlets. Yea and for thyself it is seemlier far to 
thus than on fool, for the places wheie we must wash are 

|h great way off the town.' 

So spoke the grey-eyed Atliene, and departed to OlympuSi 
rhere, as they say, is the seat of the gods that standeth &Et 
for ever. Not by winds is it shaken, nor ever wet wiib rata, 
nor dotb the snow come nigh thereto, but most clear air is 
spread about it cloudless, and the white light iloats over it 
Tberein the blessed gods are glad for all their days, and 
thither Athene vent when she bad shown forth all to the 
maiden. 

Anon came the throned Dawn, and awakened Nauaicaa 
of the hir robes, who Elraighlway marvelled on the 



<lr«iin, and went throogh the halls to icU her parents, her 
father dear and her mother. And s.he found ihem within, 
her mother sitting by the hearth with the women her hand- 
TnaiJs, spinning jam of sca-puiplc stain, but her father she met 
as he was S^inS ^^^^ ^ ^^^ renowned lung;: in their council, 
whilhcr the noble Phacacians called him. Standing dose by 
her dear father she spake, saying: 'Father, dear, couldst 
thou not lend me a high waggon with strong wheels, that 
I may take the goodly raiment lo the river to wash, so mttcb 
as 1 have lying soiled ? Yea and it is seemly tbat thou Ihy- 
Mlf, when thou art with the princes in council, shouldest have 
fresh raiment lo wear. Also, there are five dear sons of lliine 
in the halls, two married, but three are lusty bachelors, and 
these arc alwa>'s ea^er for new-washcn garments vherdn to 
go to the dances; for ftU these things have I taken 
thought.' 

This she said, because she wa.s ashamed to speali of glad 
marriage to her faLhcr; but be saw all and answered, 
saying : 

' Neither the mules nor aught else do I gmdge thee, my 
child. Go thy ways, and the thralls shall get thee ready 
ft high waggon with good wheels, and fitted with an upper 
frame.* 

Therewith be called to his men, and they gave ear, and 
without the palace they made ready the smooth -running 
mule- wain, and led the mules beneath the yoke,and Iiarncsscd 
them under the car, vyhite the maiden brought forth from 
her bower the shining raiment. Tiiis she stored in the 
polished car, and her mother filled a basket with all muiner 
of food to the heart's desire, dainties too she set therein, and 
she poured wine into a goat-skin bottle, wbJlc Nausicaa 
climbed into the wain. And her mother gave her soft olive 
oil also in a golden cruse, that slie and her maidens might 
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anoint themselves after the ba.tb. Th«n Xausica^i took the 
whip and the shining reins, and touched the mules to start 
them; then there was a clatter of hoofs, and on lliey strained 
utthout flagging, with ihdr load of the niimcnt and the 
maiden. Not alone did she go, for h«i attendants followed 
with her. 

Now when they were come to the beauHful stream of the 
liver, where truly were the unfailing cisterns, and bright water 
welled up free from beneath, and flowed past, enough to 
wash the foulest gannents clean, there the girls unharnessed 
the mules from under the chariot, and turning thcra loose 
tbcy drove them along the b^nks of the eddying river to i^raze 
00 the honey-sweet clover. Then they took the gsnnenta 
from the wain, in their hands, and bore them to the black. 
water, and briskly trod them down in the trenches, in busy 
rivalry. Now when they had washed and cleansed all the 
stains, they spread all out in order along the shore of tlie 
deep, c^'cn where the sea, in beating on the coast, washed 
the pebbles clean. Then having bathed and auolnted ihera 
well with olive oil, they took iheii mid-day meat on the 
river's banks, wailing till the clothes should dry in the bright- 
ness of the sun. Anon, when they were satisfied with food, 
the loaidens and the princess, they fell to playing at ball, 
easting away their tires, and among them Nausicaa of the 
white arms began the song". And even as Artemis, 
the archer, movtth down the mountain, either along the 
ridges of lofty Taygctus or Eryraanthus, taking her pastime 
in the chase of hoara and swift deer, and with her the wild 
wood-Jiymphs disport them, the daughters of Zeus, lord of 
the aegis, and Leto is glad at lieart, while high over all she 
icai^ her head and brows, and easily may she be known, — 
but all are fsur; even so the girl unwed outshone her maiden 
company. 



But when now she was about ^ing homewards, after 
}t)king the mule!) and folding up the goodly mitnent, 
then gtcj-cycd Athene turned to older thoughts, that so 
OdysEcus might awake, a.nd sec (he lovely maiden, who 
should be his guide to the cily of the I'hacacinn men. So 
then the princess threw ilic ball ai one of her company ; she 
missed the girl, and cast the bail into the deep eddyiny 
cuireni, whereat ihey all raised a piercing cry. Then the 
goodly Odysseus awoke and sat up, pondering in his heart 
and spirit: 

' Woe is mc I to what men's land am 1 come novr i say, 
are tbey froward, and wild, and urjust, or are they hospilabi'?, 
find of God-fearing mind? How shrill aery of maidens rings 
round me, of the nymphs that bold the steep hill-tops, and 
the river-springs, and the grassy water meadows t It must 
be, meUlinks, that 1 am near men of liuma.ii speech. Go to, 
1 myself will make trial and see.' 

Therewitli the goodly Odysseus crept out from tinder the 
coppice, having bcoken with his siroiig hand a leafy bough 
from [he thick wood, to hold aihwarl his body, that it might 
hide his nakednesE witlial. And forth he sallied like a lion 
mountain -bred, trusting in his strength, who fares out blown 
and mined upon, with Baming eyes; amid the ktne be 
goes or amid tiie sheep or in the track of the wild deer; yea, 
his belly bida him go even to the good homestead to make 
assay upon the flocks. £ven so Odysseus w<t$ fain to drav 
nigh to the fair-tressed maidens, all naked as he was, Ruch 
reed had come upon him. But he was terrible in their tyca, 
being marred with the salt sea foam, and they f5ed cowering 
bcie and tbcxc about the jutdng gpiis of shore. And the 
daughter of Alcinoas alone stood firm, for Athene gave her 
courage of heart, and took ali trembling from her limbs. 
$0 she baked and stood over against him^ and OdysMus 
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considered whether he should clasp the knees of the lovely 
maiden, and so make his prayer, or should stand as he was, 
apart, and beseech her with smooth words, if haply she 
might show him the town, and give him raiment. And as 
he thought within liimsetf, it seemed belter to stand apart, 
and beseech her with smooth words, lest the maiden should 
be angered with him if lie touched her knees : so straightway 
he spake a sweet and cunning word : 

' I BUppIicate thee, O queen, whether thou art a goddess or 
A mortal 1 If indeed thou art a goddess of them that keep 
the wide heaven ; to Arlemis, then, the daughter of great 
Zeus, I mainly liken thee, for beauty and stature and shape- 
liness. But if thou art one of the daughters of men who 
dwell on earth, thrice blessed are thy father and thy lady 
mother, and thrice blessed thy brethren. Surely their souls 
ever glow with gladness for thy sake, each time they see thee 
entering the dance, so fair a ftowei of maidens. But he ts of 
heart the most bles&ed be>'ond all other who shall prevail 
with gifts of wooing, and lead thcc to his hotnc. Never have 
mine eyes beheld Guch an one among niorla,ls, neither man 
nor woman ; great awe comes upon me as I !ook on thee. 
Yet in Deios once I saw as goodly a thing : a young sapling 
of a palm tree springing by the altar of Apollo, For thither 
too I went, and much people with me. on that path where 
my sore troubles were to be. Yea, and when 1 looked there- 
upon, long time I marvelled in spirit, — for never grew there 
yet so goodly a shoot from ground, — even in such wise as 
I wonder at thee, lady, and am astonied and do greatly 
fear to touch thy knees, though grievous sorrow is upon mc. 
Yesterday, on the twentieth day, I escaped from the wine- 
dark dccp^ but ail that lime goiitinua,lly the wave bare me, 
and the vehement winds drave, from the isU Ogygia. And 
now some god has cast mc on this shore, that here too, 
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melhiaks, some evil ma.)- betiile me ; fori liowoot that trouble 
vrill cease ; the god3 ere that Utne will yel bring mao)- a thing 
to pass. But, queen, have pity on me, for after many trials and 
sore to thee 6ret of all am 1 come, and of the oih«r folk, who 
hold this ciij- and land, I know no man. Hay show me the 
town, give me an old garment to cast about me. if thou 
badst, Then thou earnest here, any wrap for the linco. And 
may the gods grant thee all thy heart's desire : a husband 
and ft home, and a mind at one with bis may tliey give — 
a good gift, for there is notliing roighder and nobler than 
when man and wife are of one heart and mind in a bouse, 
a grief to their foes, and to their friends great joy, but their 
own hearts know it bcsL' 

Then Nausicaa of the white arms answered him, and 
said: ' Stronger, forasmuch as thou seemest no evil man nor 
fooli^ — and it is Olympian Z«us himself that giveth weal to 
men, to the good and to the evil, to each one as he uiU, and 
this thy lot doubtless is of him, and so thou must in anywise 
endure it: — and now, since thou hast come to our city and 
our land, thou shall not lack raiment, nor aught else that is 
the due of a liaplesy suppliant, when he has met them who 
can befriend him. And J wiU show tlie« the town, and 
name the name of the people. The Phaeacians hold this 
city and land, and I am the daughter of Aldnous, great of 
heart, on whom all the might and force of the Phacai 
depend.' 

Thus she Rpake, and cftlled to her maidens of the 
tresses : ' Halt, my maidens, whiiher flee ye at the sight of a 
man ? Ye stirely do not take htm for an enemy 1 That 
mortal breathes not, and never will be boin, who shall come 
with war to the land of the Phaeicians, for they are very 
dear to the gods. Far apart we live in the wash of ^ 
waves, the outermoft nf men, and no other mortals ar>; con- 
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versatit with us. Nay, but tbis man is some helpless one 
corn's iiiiher in his wanderings, wlicuri now we must kindly 
c&trcat, for 2II strangers and beggars ar« from Zeus, and a 
little gift is dear. So, my raaiiiens, give (he BtranB:er meat 
and drink, and bathe bim in ilie river, where wilbal is a 
shelter from the winds.* 

So she spake, but they had hailed and called each to the 
other, and they biought Odysseus to the sheltered place, and 
made him sit down, as Nausicaa bade them, ^e daughter of 
Alcinous, high of heart. Beside him they laid a mantle, and 
a doublet for raiment, and gave him soft olive oil in the 
golden cru«e, and bade him wash in the streams of the river. 
Tben goodly Odysseus spake amuug tlie maidens, saying: 
'I pray y«u stand thus apart, while 1 m)'self wash the brine 
from ray shouldcre, and anoint me with olive oil, for truly 
oU is long- a stmnger to my skin. But in your sight I will 
not bathe, for I am ashamed to make me naked in ibe com- 
pany of fair -tressed maidens.' 

Tben they went apart and told all to their lady. But with 
the river water the goodly Odysseus wa&h«d from his skin 
the salt scurf that covered his back and broad shouldcrn, and 
Jrom his head be wiped the crusted brine of the barren sea. 
But when he had washed his whole body, and anointed him 
with olive oil, and had clad himself in the raiment tbat the un- 
wedded maiden i^avc him, then Athene, the daughter of Zeus, 
made him greater and more mighty to behold, and from his 
head caused deep curling locks, to flow, like the hyacinth 
flower. And as when some skilful man overlays gold upon 
silver— one that Hephaestus and Pallas Athene ha^x: taught 
alt manner of craft, and full of grace is hia handiwork— even 
■o did Athene shed grace about his head and shoulders. 

Then to the shore of the sea went Odyeseos apart, and 
down, glowing in beauty and grace, and the princess 
H a 



marvelled at him, and spake among her Mr-tress^d maideDS, 
Mying : 

'Listen, my wliite-armed maidens, and I will say some- 
what. Not wiihoui ihe will of all the (rods who hold 
Olympus hath this man come among the godlike Fhaeacians. 
Erewbile he seemed to me uncomely, but now he is like th« 
god» that ke«p th« inde heaven, Would chat such an one 
might be called my husband, dwelling here, and that it might 
please him here to abide 1 But come, my tnaideos, 0.ve th« 
siraoger meat and drink.' 

Thus she spa.ke, and th«y gave ready ear and hearkened, 
and set beside Od>'S3eus meat and drink, and the stcadlast 
goodly Odysscufi did eat and drink eagerly, for it was iong 
since he had tasted food. 

Now Nausicaa of the white arms had another thought. 
She folded (he raiment and stored it in the goodly wain, and 
yoked the mules strong ofhoof, and herself climbed into the 
car. Then she called on Odysseus, and spake and hailed 
htm : * Up now, stranger, and tous« thee to go to the city, 
that I may convey thee to the house of my wise &tber, 
where, I promise thee, thou shah get knowledge of all the 
noblest of the Phaeacians. But do thou even as I tell tbe^ 
and thou seemest a discreet man enough. So long as wc 
are passing along Ihe fields and farms of men, do thou fare 
quickly with the maidens behind the mules and the chariot, 
and Iwill lead the way. But whenweBet foot within the ci^, — 
whereby goes a high wall with towers, and there is a fair 
haven on either side of the town, and narrow is the entrance, 
ftnd curved &hips are drawn up on either hand of the mole, 
for all the folk have stations for their vessels, each man one 
for himself. And iher* is tlie place of assembly about the 
goodly temple of Poseidon, furnished with heavy stones, deep 
bedded in ibc earth. There men look to the gear of the 
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bUck ships, hawsers and sails, and there they fine down the 
oars. For the Phaeacians care not for bow nor quiver, but 
for masts, an<l oars of ships, and gallant barques, wherein 
rejoicing they cross the grey sea. Their ungracious speech 
it is that I would avoid, lest som« man afterward rebuke me, 
and there are bnt too many insolent folk among the people. 
And some one of the baser sort might meet me and say : 
"Who b this that goes with Nausicaa, this tall and goodly 
straoger? Where found she him? Her husband he will 
be, her very own. Either she has taken in some ship- 
wrecked wanderer of strange men, — for no men dwell near 
BS; or some god has come in answer to her instant prayer; 
from heaven has he descended, and will have her to wife for 
evermore. Better so, if herself she has ranged abroad and 
fomid a lord from a strange land, for verily she holds in no 
regard the Phaeacians here in ihia country, the many men and 
noble who are her wooers." So will they speak, and this would 
tore to my reproach. Yea, and I myself would think it blame 
of another maiden who did such things in despite of her 
friends, her bther and mother being still alive, and was con- 
versant with men before ibe day of open wedlock. But, 
•tni^cr, heed well what I say, that as soon as may be thou 
tnay«5t gain at my father's hands an escort and a safe return. 
Thou shall find a fair grove of Athene, a poplar grove near 
the road, and a spring wells forth therein, and a meadow lies 
all around. There is my father's demesne, and his fruitful 
close, within the sound ofa man's shout from the city. Sit thee 
down there and wait until such time as we may have come 
into the city, and reached the house of my father. But when 
thou deemcst that we are got to the palace, then go up to 
the city of the Phaeacians, and ask for the house of my father 
Alcinous, high of heart. It is easily known, and a young 
child conld be thy guide, for nowise like it are builded ihc 



houses of the Phsesdaiu, so go«dlr is tiie palace of the hero 
Altinoug. But wh«Q thou art within the shadow of the halla 
and the ccutt. pass quickly through the great chamber, til] 
thou cnmcRi to mv moth<!r, who s\ta M the hearth in ilie light 
of the fire, wiravinjc yam of soa-purple suis, a wonder to bc< 
hold. Iler chair is leaned aj^aiast a pillar, and her mudcns 
sit behind her. And there my father's throne leans cio« to 
hers, wherein he sits and drinks his vine, like an immoitoL 
Pass then by him, and cast thy hnnds about my tuotber'a 
knees, that thou tnaycst icc quickly and with jc^ the da; 
of thy returning, ewn if ihon art fixHn a very ht coantiy. 
If but her heart be kindly disposed toward thee, then ia 
there hope that thou »ha]t see thy friends, and come to thy 
well-builded house, and to thine own country.' 

She spake, and smote the mules with the shining whip, 
and quickly they left behind them the streams of the river. 
And well they trotted and well they paced, and she took 
heed to drhre in such wise that the maidens and Odyssetis 
might follow on foot, and conningly she plied the ia^h. 
Then the sun set, and thej came to the famous grove, the 
sacred place of Athene ; so there the goodly Odysseus sat 
him down. Then straightway he prayed to the daughter of 
mighty Zeus: 'Listen to me, child of Zeus, lord of the 
aegis, unwearied maiden ; hear me even now, since before 
thou heardest not when I was smitten on the sea, when the 
renowned Earth-shaker smot? me. Grant me to come to 
die Phaeacians ax one dear, and worthy of pity.' 

So he spake in prayer, and Pallas Athene heard him ; bat 
she did not yet appear to him face to face, fof she bad 
regard unto her father's broth'-r, who furiously raged against 
the godlike Odysseus, till he should come to his own 
country. 
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OflywcK* Mnj; rrcMwJ (it ihe house of ihi; Wng Aldnmis. the ipwen 
»ftcr ^upp(T. lakitif notice of lii^ gannenia, giics him occasion W relate 
bis piasige thither oe the raft AlciaouE proniisea him a convoy foi 
tbaiaotiQw. 

So he prayed there, the steadfast goodly Oclysseus, while 
the two strong; mules bare the princess to the town. And 
when she had now cotnc to the famoua palnce of her father, 
she halted at the gateway, and round her gatliercd her 
brothers, men like to the imniorlals, find tbey loosed die 
males from under the car, and carritxl (he raiment iviihin. 
But the maiden betook her to her chamt>er ; and an aged 
dame from Aperaea kindled the fire for her, EurTmedusa, 
the handmaid of the chamber, whom the carved ships upon 
a time had brought from Aperaea ; and men chose her as 
a prize for Alcinous, seeing that he bare rule over all the 
Pbaeacians. and the people hearkened to him as to a god. 
She waited on the -white-armed Nausicaa in the palace halls; 
&be was wont to kindle the fire and prepare the supper in 
the inner chamber. 

At that same hour Ody38eU3 roused him to go to the city, 
a.nd Athene ahed a. deep mist about Odysseus for the favour 
that she bore him, lest any of the Pbaeacians, high of heart, 
should meet him and mock him in sharp speech, and ask 
bim who he was. But when he was now about to enter the 
pleasant city, then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, met him, 
in the fashion of a young maiden carrying a pitcher, and ahe 
stood over against him, and goodly Odysseus inquired of her: 

' My child, couldat thou not Uad me to the palace of the 
lord Alcinous. who bears sway among this people ? Lo, I 





am come here, a. stranger travel-wom from afar, from a 
distam land; wherefore of the folk who possess this city and 
countiy I know not any man/ ■ 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him say- 
ing: 'Yea now, father and stranger, I will show thee the 
house that thou bidst me declare, For it lies near the palace 
of my noble father ; behold, be silent as thou goest, and I will 
lead the way. And look on no man, nor question a.ny. For 
these men do not gladly suffer strangers, nor lovingly entreat 
■whoso Cometh from a strange land. They trust to the speed of 
their swift ships, wherewith they croBS the great gulf, for the 
Earth-shaVer hath vouchsafed them this power. Their ships 
are swift as the flight of a. bird, or as a thought' 

Therewith Pallas Athene led the way swiftly, and he fol- 
lowed hard in the footsteps of the goddess. And it came to 
pass that the Phaeacians, mariners renowned, marked him 
not as he went down the city through their midst, for the lair- 
tressed Athene auffered it not, that awful goddess, who shed a 
wondrous mist about him, for the favour that she bare him m 
her heart. And Odysseus marvelled at the havens and the 
gallant ships, yea and the places of assembly of the heroes, and 
the long high walls crowned with palisades, a marvel to bdiold. 
But when they had now come to the famous palace of the 
king, the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake first and said : 

' Lo, here, father and stranger, is the house that thou 
wouldsl have me show thee: and thou shall find kings at 
the feast, the fosterlings of Zeus; enter then, and fear not 
in thine heart, for the dauntless man is the best in every 
adventure, even though he come from a. strange land. Thou 
thalt find the queen first in the halls : Arete is the jiame 
whereby men call her, and she came even of those that begat 
the king Alcinous. First Nausithous was son of Poseidon, 
the Earth-shaker, and of Periboea. the comeliest of vomcn, 
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yonnpest- dtngliter of great-hearted Eurymedon. who once 
vu king aaiong th« haughty Giants. Howbeit, he de- 
stroyed bis tafatuate people, and was himself destroyed ; 
but Poseidon lay with P«riboea and b«gat a son, proud 
NwiEttbous, who sometime was prince among the Phae&- 
ciAns; and Nausithous begat Rhexenor and Alcinous. 
While Rhexenor liad as yet no san, Apollo of the sDver 
bow smote him, a g^ooni new wed, leaving in his halls one 
only chiid Arete; and Alcinous took her to wife, and 
honoured her as no other woman in the world is honoured, 
of all that now-a-days keep house under the hand of their 
lords. Thus she hath, and hath ever had, all worship heartily 
from her dear children and from her lord Alcinous and from 
all the folk, who look on her as on a goddeas, and greet her 
with reverend speech, when she goes about the town. Yea, 
forsb« too hath no lack of understanding. To whomso she 
sbows favour, even if they be men, she ends their feuda.* 
If but her heart be kindly disposed to thee, then is there 
good hope that thou mayest see thy friends, and come to thy 
Ugh-roofed home and thine own country.' 

Therewith grey-eyed Athene departed over the urhar- 
wested seas, and left pleasant Scheria, and came to Marathon 
and wide-wayed Athens, and entered the good house of 
Ercchlbeua. Meanwhile Odysseus went to the famous palace 
of Alcinous, and his heart was' full of many thoughts as he 
stood there or ever h« had reached the threshold of bronze. 
For there was a gleam as it were of sun or moon through 
the high-roofed hall of great-hearted Alcinous. Brazen were 
the walls which ran this way ajid that from the threshold to 
the inmost chamber, and round them was a frieze ol blue, 
aod golden were the doors that closed in the good house. 

■ V. 1, ^iv. And fer the women ahe favftum, ihe «nds llie feuds of IbHi 



Silver wcK the door-posts that were act on the brazen thres- 
hold, and silver the hntel thereupon, and the hook of the door 
was or gold. And on either tide stood golden honnds and 
jBllver, which Hephaestus wrought by his cunning, to fuard 
ijlhe palnce of great-bearted Alcinous, being free from death 
[and ^e att their days. And vithin were seats arrayed against 
jtbe «aU this way and thai, from the threshold even to the 
Itnmost chamber, and thereon were spread light coyeringa 
ifinely woven, the handiwork of women. There the Phaeacian 
[chieftainB were wont to sit eating and drinking, for they had 
IcoatinuBl store. Yen, and there were youths Tashioned In 
'gold, standing on firm-set bitses,wtth flaming torches in their 
liands, giving tight through the sight to the fcasterB in the 
patace. And he had fifty handmaids in the house, and some 
grind the yellow grain on the millstone, and others weave 
webs and turn the yam as they sit, resileas as the leaves 
of the taD poplar tree : and the soft olive oil drops off that 
linen, eo closely is it woven. For as the Phaeacian men arc 
skilled beyond all others in driving a swift ship upon the 
deep, even so are the women the most cunning at the loom, 
for Athene hath given them notable wisdom in all fair handi- 
work and cunning wit. And without the courtyard hard by 
the door is a great garden, of four ploughgates, and a hedge 
runs round on either side. And there grow tall trees bloBSom- 
ingj pear-trees and pomegranates, and apple-trees with bright 
fruit, and sweet figs, and oUvcr in their bloom. The fiuil of 
these trees never periahech neither fiileth, winter nor samioer, 
enduring through all the year. Evermore the West Wind 
blowing brings some fruits to birth and ripens others. Pear 
upon pear waxes old, and apple on apple, yea and cluster 
ripens upon cluster of the grape, and fig upon fig. There 
too hatii he a fraitful vineyard phiited, whereof the 
Is being dried by the heat, a sunny plot on level 
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while other grapes men are gatficting, and jtt oihers thejr 
are iToadiiig to the wine-prese. In the foremost row are 
unripe grapes that cast the blossom, and others there be that 
lire growing black to vintaging. There too, skirting the 
furthest line, are »ll manner of garden beds, planteil trimlf, 
tbat ar« perpetually fresh, and therein &re lifo fountains of 
water, whereof one scatters his streams all about the ^nlen, 
and the other nms over against it beneath the threshold of 
tbc cotinyard, and issues hy the lofly house, and thence did 
the townsfolk draw water. These were the splendid gifts of 
the gods in the palace of Alcinous. 

There the steadfast goodly Odysseus stood and j^ed. Btit 
when he bad gazed at ail and wondered, he passed quickly 
over the threshold within the house. And he found the cap- 
tains and the counsellors of the PItaeacians pouring forth wine 
to the keen-sighted god. the slayer of Argos ; for to him they 
poured the last cup when they were minded to take rest. 
Now the steadfast goodly Odysseus went through the house, 
Clfld in a thick, mist, which Athene shed around him, till he 
came to Arete and the king Aldnous. And Odysseus cast 
bis bands about the knees of Arete, and then it was that the 
wondrous mist melted from oif him, and a silence fell on them 
that wer« withia the bouse at the sight of him, and they mar- 
velled as they beheld him. Then Odysseus bcg:in his prayer : 

• Arete, daughter of god-iike Rhexenoi, after many toils 
am I come to thy husband and to thy knees and to these 
guests, and may the gods vouchsafe them a happy life, and 
may each one leave to his children after bim his substance 
in bis balls and whatever dues of honour the people have 
rendered unto him. But speed, I pray you^ my parting, that 
I may come the more quickly to mine own country, for already 
too long do I suffer affliclion far from my friends,' 

Therewith he sat him down hy the hearth in the ashes at 



the fiie, and behold. & dead silence Tell on elL And at the 
last ihc ancient lord Kcheneus spake among them, an elder 
of the Phaeacians, excellent in speech and skilled in much 
wisdom of old time. With good will he nude harangue and 
spake among them : 

• Alcinons, this truly is not the more seemly way, dot is it 
fitting that the strang^er should sit upon tlie ground in the 
ashes by the hearth, while these men refrain them, wailiog 
thy word. Nay come, bid the stronger arise, and set him on 
a chair inlaid with silver, and command the henchmen to 
tniz the wine, that we may poor forth likewise before Zeus, 
whose joy is in the thunder, who attendeih upon reverend 
gupplianW. And let the housewife g>ve Bupper to the 
stranger out of such stores as be within.' 

Now when the mighty king Alcinoua heard tWs saying, ho 
took Odysaeua, the wise and crafty, by the hand, and raised 
him from the hearth, and set him on a shining chair, whence 
he bade his son give place, valiant Laodamas. who sat next 
him and was his dearest. And a handmaid bare water for 
the hands in a goodly golden ewer, and poured it forth over 
a silver basin to wash withal, and drew to his side a polished 
titble. And a grave dame bare wheaten bread and set it by 
him and laid upon the board many d^niies, giving freely 
of such things as ahe had by her. So the steadfast goodly 
Odysseus did eat and drink ; and ihen the mighty AIcIdous 
spake anlo the bencbroan : 

' Portonous, mix the bowl and serve out the wine to all 
in the hall, that we may pour forth likewise before Zeus, 
whose joy is in the thunder, who attendeth upon reverend 
suppliant^.' 

So spake he, and Ponlonous mixed the honcy-heartcd wine, 
and served it out to at!, when he had poured for libation into 
etch cup in turn. Hut when they had poured forth and h&d 
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drunken to their heart's content, Alcinous made bardnguc and 
spakt among tbem : 

' Hear me, ye captains and counsellors of the Phaeacians, 
that 1 may speak as my spirit bids me. Now that the feast 
U over, go ye home and lie down to rest j and in the morning 
we will call yet more elders together, and entertain the 
Stranger in the balls and do fair sacriSce lo the gods, and 
ibereaftet we will likewise bethink us of the convoy, that so 
without pain or grief yonder stranger may by our convoy 
reach hig own country speedily and with joy, even though he 
be from very far away. So shall he suffer no hurt or harm in 
mid passage, ere he set foot on his own land; but there* 
after he shall endure such things as Fate and the stem 
gpioning women drew off the spindles for him at his birth 
when hie mother bar« him. But if be is some deathless god 
come down from heaven, then do the gods herein imagine 
some new device against us. For always heretofore the 
gods appear manifest amongst us, whensoever we offer 
glorious hecatombs, aiid they feast by our side, sitting at the 
same board ; yea, and even if a wajHarer going all alone has 
met with them, they use no disguise, since we are near of 
kin to them, even as are the Cyclopes and the wild tribes of 
the Giants.* 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered hira, saying: 
'Alcinous, that thought be far from thee! fori bear no 
likene«s either in form or feshion to the deathless gods, who 
keep wide heaveUj but to men that die. Whomsoever ye 
know of human kind the heaviest laden witli sorrow, to 
them might I liken myself in my griefs. Yea, and I might 
tcQ of yet other woes, even the long tale of toil that by the 
gods' will 1 endured. But as for me, suffo- me to sup, 
afflicted as I am ; for nought is there more shamelcBs than a 
ravewng belly, which biddeth a man perforce be uiiidful of 



bim, though one be worn and sorrowful in spirit, even u I 
have sorrow of heart ; yet evennore lie biddetli me eat and 
drink and makcth mc utterly to forget all my sufferings, and 
commajidclh me to take m>- fill. But do )-« bestir you it 
the breaking of (he day, tbai so ye may set me. ]iapl«ss as 
I am, upon my country's soii, alSeit after much suiTeriag. 
Ah, and may life leave mc when I have had sight of mine 
own possessions, my thralls, and my dwelling that ia greit 
and high 1 ' 

So E|>ike he, and Aey all ass«med thereto, and bode send 
the stranger on his way, for that he had spoken aright Nov 
when they had poured forth and liad drunlicn to chcir hearts^ 
content, lliey went each one lo iii& house to lay tlicm to icsL 
But goodly Ody&aeus was left behind in the ball, and by hua 
Bat Arcic and godlike Akinous ; and the maids cleared away 
the rnmiiure of tiie feast ; and vhite-armed Arete first spake 
among them. For ghe knew tlie mantle and the doublet, 
when she saw the goodly raiment that she herself had 
wrought with the women her handmaids. So she uttered 
ber voice and spake to him winged words : 

* Sir, I am bold to ask thee first of this. Who art thou 
of the sons of men, and nbencef Who gave thee this 
raiment ? Didst thou not say indeed that thou earnest hither 
wandering over the deep?' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her, and said : 
' 'Tis hard, O queen, to icll my grieft from end to end, for 
that the gods of heaven have given me griefs in plenty. Sut 
this will I declare to thee, whereof thou dost question and 
inquire. There is an isle, Ogygia, that lies far off in the 
sea; tliere dwells llie daughter of Atlas, crafty Calypso, of the 
braided trc&scs, an awful goddess, nor is any either of gods 
or mortals conversant with hi;r, Howbcit, seme god brought 
mc to her heartli. wretched man thai i am, ail alone, liir tiiat 
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ZeDS witli while bolt emshed my swjfl ship and cleft it in the 
midst of [he wine-dark deep. There all ihc rest of mygood 
company was lost, but I clung^ with faet embrace about the 
keel of the curved ship, and so was I borne for nine 
whole days. And on ihe tenth dark night the gods brought 
loe nigh the isle Ogygia, where Calypso of the braided 
tresses dwells, an awfa! goddess. She took me in, and with 
all care she cherished me and gave mc sustenance, and said 
that she would tnike me to know not death nor age for all 
my days; but never did ahe win my heart within me. 
There I abode for seven years continually, and watered with 
my tears the imperishable raiment that Calypso gave me. 
But when the eighth year catnc round in his course, then 
at last !>be urged and bade me to be goae, by reason of a 
message from Zeus, or it may be thai her own mind was 
turned. So ehe sent me forth on a well-bound raft, and ga.ve 
me plenteous store, bre3.d and sweet wine, and she clad me 
in imperishable raiment, and sent forlh a warm and gentle 
wind to blow. For ten days and seven 1 sailed, traversing 
the deep, and on the cighleentli day the shado^yy hills o£ 
your land showed in sight, and my heart was glad, — 
wretched that I was— for surely I was still to be the mate of 
much sorrow. For Poseidon, shaker of the earth, stirred 
up ihe satne, who roused against me the winds and stopped 
my way, and made a wondrous sea to swell, nor did the 
wave suffer me to be borne upon my raft, as I made ceaseless 
moan. Thus the storm winds shattered the raft, but as for 
me I cleft my way through the gulf yonder, till the wind 
bare and the water brought me nigh your coast. Then as 
I strove to land upon the shore, the wave had overwhelmed 
me, dashing me against the great rocks and a desolate 
place, but at length I gave way and swam back, till 1 came 
lo the river, where the place seemed best in mine eyes. 



smooth of rocks, and withal [here was a shelter from die 
wind. And as I came out I sank down, gathering to me 
my spirit, and immortal night came on. Then I gat me 
rortli and away from the heaven-led river, and bid mc to 
sleep in the bushes and strewed leaves aboiu me, and the 
god shed over me infinite gleep. There among the lean-s 
I slept, stricken at heart, all tiie night long, even till the 
morning and mid-day. And the sun sank when sweet sleep 
let me free. And I was aware of (he company of thy daughter 
disporting them upon the sand, and there was she io the 
midst of them like imto the goddesses. To her I made my 
supplication, and she showed no lack of a good understand' 
ing, behaving so as thou couldst not hope for in chancing 
upon one eo young; for the younger folk lack wisdom 
always. She gave me bread enough and red wine, and let 
wash me in the river and bestowed on me these garmenu. 
Herein, albeit in sore distress, have I told thee all the tnub.' 

And Alcinous answered again, and spake saying : ' Sir, 
surely (hia was no right thought of my daughter, in that 
she brought thee not to our house with the women her 
handmaids, though thou didst first entreat her grace.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered, and said anio 
him ; ' My lord, chide not, I pray thee, for this the blame- 
less maiden. For indeed she bade me follow with her 
company, but I would not for fear and very shame^ lest 
perchance thine heart might be clouded at the sights for 
a jealous race upon the earth are we, the tribes of men." 

And Alcinous answered yet again, and spake saying: 'Sir, 
my heart within me is not of such temper as to have been wroth 
wiihout a cause; due measure in all things is best. Would 
to fatliCT Zeus, and Athene, and ApoUo, would that so goodly 
a man as thou art, and like-minded with me, thou woutdst 
wed my daughter, and be called my son, here abiding : so 
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would r give thee house and wealth, if iliou wouldst say of 
thine own will : but against thy will shall none of the Phaea- 
dans keep thee : never be this well-pleasing in the cyta of 
father Zeus I And now I ordain an eecort for thee on a 
certain day, that thou mayst surely know, and that day the 
monow. Then shall thou lay thee down overcome hy sleep, 
and tlicy the while shall smile the calm waters, till thou come 
to thy country and thy house, and whatsoever place is dear to 
ibee, even though it be much farther than Euboea, which 
cert^n ofotir men say is the farihest of lands, they who saw 
it, when they carried Rhadsmanthus. of the fair hair, to visit 
Tityos, son of Gaia. Even thither they went, and accom- 
plished the journey on the self-same day and won home 
again, and were not weary. And now shalt thou know for 
thyself how far my ships are the best, and how my youngs 
men excel at tossing the salt water with the oar-bladc' 

So spake he, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus rejoiced; 
and then he uttered a word in prayer, and called aloud to 
Zeus: 'Father Zeus, oh that Alcinous may fulfil all that 
he hath said, so may his fame never be quenched upon the 
earth, the grain-giver, and I should come to mine own 
landl' 

Thus they spake one to the other. And white-armed 
Arete bode her handmaids set out bedsteads beneath, the 
gallery, and cast fair purple blankets over them, and spread 
coverlets above, and thereon lay thick mantles to be a 
clothing over all. So they went from the hall with torch in 
hand. But when they had busied them and spread the 
good bedstead, they stood by Odysseus and called unto him, 
saying: 

•Up now, stranger, and get thee to sleep, thy bed is 
made.' 

So spake they, and it seemed to him that rest was won- 
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droas good. So he slept there, the steadfast goodly Odys- 
seus, on the jointed bedstead, beneath the echoing gaUeiy. 
But Aldnous laid him down in the innermost chamber of the 
high house, and by him the lady his vife arrayed bedstead 
and bedding. 
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TTiP tvexx diiy'i erleriainmem of Odysseus, where he sees them co-niend 
til wmtllng nn<I oliiw exncUes. luid upon provocation Uidk up n greuier 
■toae ihnn ihnl which the; were throning, and everthfEW them all. Aldaotis 
and tli« lotds give liiin pr««cnU. And bow the king idad Ua name. Ills 
QOu&ujt And his ailvcaiuiet. 

Now when early Dawn shone forth, the rosy- fingered, 
then the mighty king Alcinous gat him up from his bed ; and 
Odysseus, of ihe seed of Zeus, likewise uprose, the waster of 
cities. And the mighty king Alcinous led the wzy to the 
assembly place of the Phae^iciana, which they bad stablished 
hard by the ships. So when they had come ihiiher, and aat 
them down on the polished stones close by each other, 
Pallas Athene went on her way through the town, in the 
semblance of the herald of wise Alcinous, devising a return 
for iht great-hearted Odysseus. Then standing by each man 
she spalte, saying: 

' Hitlicr now get ye to the assembly, ye captains and coun- 
sellotf of tlie Pbaeacians, that ye may Icarn concerning the 
stnnger, who hath lately come to the palace of wise Alcinous, 
in his wanderings over the deep, and his form is like Uie 
deathless gods.' 

Therewith she aroused the spirit and desire of each one, 
and speedily the meeting-places and seats were filled with 
men that came lo the gathering : yea, and many an one 
marvelled at the sight of tlie wise son of Laertes, for won- 
drous was the grace Athene poured upon his liead and 
ers, and she mad^; him greater and more mighty to 
that be might win love atid worship and honour 
1 a 




amonff all the Phaeaertins, uid that he mighc accomplish 
many feau, wherein the Phaeacians raadc (rial of Odysseus. 
Now when they were gathered and come logciher, Alcinous 
made harangue and spake among ihem : 

•Hearken, ye captains and conn&cllors of the Pbaeadans. 
aad I will say liial which my gpirit wilhin me bids me utter. 
This stranger, I know not who he 18, hath connc lo my 
house in his wandering, wheiher from the men of the 
dawning or the westward, and he presses for a convoy, and 
prays that it be assured to him. So let us, as in time past, 
speed on the convoy. For never, nay never, doth any man 
wlio com«lfa to my house, abide here long In Borrow for 
want of help upon his way. Nay, come let us draw down a 
black ship lo the fair salt sea, for her first voyage, and let them 
choose fifty and two noble youths throughout the lovoshtp, 
who have been proved heretofore the best. And when y« have 
made fast the oars upon the benches, step all ashore, and 
thereafter come to our house, and quickly fall to feasting; 
and I will make good provision for all. To the noble youths 
I ^vc tins commandment; but ye others, sceptred kings, 
come to my fair dwelling, that we mny entertain the etran^r 
in the halis, and let no man make excuse. Moreover, bid 
hither the divine minstrel, Demodocus, for the god hath 
given minstrelsy to him as to none other, to make men glad 
in what way soever his spirit stirs him to sing.' 

He spake and led the vay, and the sceptred kings tc- 
coRipanied him, while the henchman went for the diviite 
minstrel. And chosen youths, fifty and two, departed at 
his command, to the shore of ilie unharvested sea But 
after ibcy bad gone dov^Ti to the ship and to the sea, first of 
all they drew the ship down to the deep water, and placed 
the mast and sails in the black ship, and flxed the oars in 
leathern loops, all orderly, and spread fonli the while sail*. 
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And ihey moored her high out in the shore water, and there- 
after went on ihrir way to the great palace of the wise 
Alcitious. Now the gsJleriss and the courts and tlie rooms 
were thronged wiUi men ih.it came to the gaiherinp, for there 
were many, young and old. Then Alcinous sacrificed 
iwelve sheep among ihem, and eight boars with Oashing 
tusks, and two oxen with trailing feet. These they flayed 
and made ready, and dressed a goodly feast. 

Then the henchmen drew near, leading with him the 
beloved minalrel, whom ilie muse loved deailj', and she gave 
him both good and evil; of his sight she reft him, but 
granted him sweet song. Then Pontonoua, the lienchman, 
set for him a high chair inlaid with silver, in the midst of the 
goests, leaning it against the tall piiiar, and he hung the loud 
lyre on a pin, dose above hia head, and showed him how to 
liy hb hands on it. And close by hira he pkccd a basket, 
and a fair table, and a goblet of wine by his side, to drink 
when his spirit bade him. So they stretched forth their hands 
upon the good cheer spread before them- But after they bad 
put from them the desire of meal and drink, the Mu^e stirred 
the miiuuel to »ing the songs of famous men, even that lay 
whereof the fame had ihen reached the wide heaven, namely, 
the qaancl between Odysseus and Achilles, son of Fclcus ; 
bow once on a time they contended in fierce words at a rich 
festival of the gods, but Agamemnon, king of men, was inly 
ghd when the noblest of the Achaeans fell at variance. For 
so Phoebus Apollo in his sootiisaying had told him that it 
must be, in goodly Pytho, what time be crossed the threshold 
of sione, to seek to ttie oracle. For in those days Che finst 
wave of woe was rolling on Trojans and Dauaans through 
Uk counsel of great Zeua. 

This song it was that the ^roous minatrel sang ; but 
0<l>^scus caught his great purple cloak with hid &tal^^>ut 





luuida, and drew it down over his head, and hid his comdy 
face, for lie was ashamed to shed wars beneath his brows 
in presence of the Phaeadans. Yea, and oft as the divine 
minstrel paused in his song, Odysseus would wipe away 
the tears, and draw the cloak from off his head, and take 
the two-handled goi^lct and pour forth before the gods. Cut 
whensoever he began again, and the chiefs of the Phaeadans 
stirred him lo sing, in dehght at the U}*, again would Odys- 
seus cover Qp his head and make moan. Now none of all 
the company marked hint weeping, but Alcinous alone noted 
it and was ware thereof as he sat by him and heard him 
groaning heavily. And presently he spake among the Phaea- 
cians, masters of the oar: 

' Hearken, ye captains and counsellors of the Phaeadans, 
now have our souls been satisfied with the good feaat, and 
with the lyre, which is the mate of th« rich banquet. Let u« 
go forth anon, and make trial of divers games, that the 
stranger may lell hts friends, when home he retumeih, bow 
greatly we excel all men in bosing, and wrestling, and leap- 
ing, and speed of fooL' 

Ue spake, and led the way, and they went with bim. And 
the henchman hung the loud lyre on the pin, and took the 
band of Demodocus, and led him fofth from the h^l, and 
giudcd him by the same way, whereby those others, the 
chiefs of the Phacacians, had gone to gaze upon the games. 
So they went on their way to the place of assembly, and 
with them a great company innumerable ; and many a noble 
youth stood up to play. There rose Acroncus, and Ocyalus, 
and Elatreus, and Nauteus, and Piymncus, and Anchialus, and 
Erctmeus, and Ponteus, and Proreus, Thoon, and Anabcsincus, 
and Amphialus, son of Polyneus, son of Tekton, and likewise 
Euryalus, the peer of murderous Ares, the son of Naubolus, 
who in face and form was goodliest of all tbe Phaeacians 
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next to noble Laodamas. And there stood up the ihrcc 
eons of noble Alcinoua, Lao^jaiua^, and Halius, and god-like 
Clytoneus. And behold, these all first tried the issue in the 
foot race. From the very start they strained at utmost 
speed : and all together they Sew forw^d swiftly, raising the 
dost aloDg^ the plain. And noble Clytoneus was fax the 
swiftest of them all in running, and by the length of the 
furrow that mules cleave in a. fallow field *, so far did he shoot 
lo the front, and came to the crowd by the lists, while thoee 
others were left behind. Then they made trial of strong 
wrestling, and here in turn Euryalu& excelled ail the best, 
And in leaping Ampbialus was far the foremost, and Elaireus 
in wttght-throwing, and in boxing Laodamas, the good son of 
Alcinous. Now when they had all taken their pleasure in the 
goiaeK, LaodamaB. son ofAlcinous, spake among them: 

' Come, my friends, let us ask the stranger whether he is 
aiulled or practised in any sport. Ill fashioned, at leasL, 
be is not in his thighs and sinewy legs and hands withal, 
and his Gtalwart neck and mighty Etrength : yea and he 
tacks not youth, but is crushed by many troubles. For I 
tcll tbce there is nought else worse than the sea to confound 
a man, how hardy soever he may be.' 

And £uryalus in turn made answer, and said: 'Laoda- 
mas, verily thou bast spoken this word in season. Go now 
thyself and challenge him, and declare ihy saying.' 

Now when the good son of Alcinous heard this, he went 
and stood in the midst, and spake unto Odysseus : 'Come, 
do thou too, father and stranger, try thy skill in the sports, if 
haply thou art practised in any ; and thou art like to liave 
knowledge of games, for there is do greater glory for a man 
while yet be lives, than that which he achieves by hand and 

* Tte dtatance Itere inrltcnted wwnu to be th*.i wMcb the mu3e jfoes ia 
jiloufhing, wltlim]! pousvax U) uJw tnwilk ' 



foot. Come, then, make essay, and cast away care from thy 
ftoul : ihy journey shall uo< now be bng delayed ; ki, thy 
ship is even now drawn down to the sea, and the men of 
thy company arc ready.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answuvd hin), sayinj; ; 
' Laodamas, wherefore do ye mock me, requiring this thing 
of me i Sorrow is foe nearer my heart than sports, for mucb 
have I endured and laboured sorely in time put, »ad now 
I sit in this your gathering, craving my return, and making 
my prayci to the king and aU the people.' 

And Euryalus answered, and rebuked liim to his face: 
' No trulj, stranger, nor do I chink thee at all like tme that 
in skilled In gamea, whereof there arc many among raen, 
rttther art thou such an one as cornea and goe« in a benched 
ship, a masief of sailors that are merchantmen, one with a 
memory for his freight, or that hath the charge of a cargo 
homeward bound, and of greedily gotten gBins ; thou scemest 
not a man of thy handa.' 

Then Odysseus of many counaclE looked fiercely on him 
and said : ■ Stranger, thou hast not Bpoken well ; thou 
art like a man presumptuous. So true it is that the gods do 
not give evcr>- gracious gift to all, neither ghapelinese, nor 
wisdom, nor skilled speech. For one man is feebler than 
another in presence, yet the god crowns his words with 
beauty, and men behold him and rejoice, and his speech runs 
smeiy on his way with a aweet modesty, and he ahines forth 
among the gathering of hit people, and as he passes 
throDgh the town men gaze on him aa a god. Another 
again is like the deathless gods for beauty, but his words 
have no crown of grace about them ; even as thou art in 
comclinesB pre-eminent, nor could a god himself fashion thee 
for the belter, but m wit thou art a weakling. Yea, thou bast 
stirred my spirit in luy breast by speaking thus amiss. I am 
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not ill Qnveft>ed in iports, as thy words go, but methink* I 
was among the forcmosl while as y«t I misled in my youth 
and my bandK, but now am I holden id miseiy and pains: 
Foi Ihtve endured much in passing ihiough the wajs of men 
and ibe grievous waves of the sea. Yet even ao, for all my 
afflictioa, I will essay the games, for thy word hath bitten to 
the quick, and thou bast roused me with thy saying,' 

He spake, and clad even as he was in his mantle leaped to 
his feet, and caught up a weight larger than the rest, a huge 
weight heavier far than those wherewith the Phaeaciins con- 
tended in casting'. With one whiil be sent it bom his stout 
hind, and the atone flew hurtling: and the Pli:AC:icians, 
of the long oars, thoae mariners renowned, crouctied to 
oailb beneath the rushing of the stone. Beyond all the 
marks it flew, &o lightly it sped from his hand, and Athene 
in the fashtou of a man marked the pht:e, and spake and 
hailed bim: 

• Yea, even a Wind man, 6trang«r, might discern that 
token if he groped for it, for it is in no wise lost among the 
throng of the others, but is far the first ; for this bout then 
take heart : not one of the Phaeacians shall attain thereunto 
or overpass it' 

So spake she ; and the steadfast goodly Odysseus rejoiced 
and was glad, for that be saw a true friend in the lists. 
Then vith a lighter hcan he spake amid the Phaeacians : 

' Now reach ye thia throw, young men, if ye may ; and 
soon, metfaicks, will I cast another after it, as far or yet fuithcr. 
And vrhomsouver of the rest his heart and spirit stir thereto, 
hJther let him come and try the issue with me, in boxing or 
in wrestling or even in the foot race, I care not which, for 
ye have greatly angered me: let any of all the Phacacians 
oome save Laodamas alone, for he is mine host : who would 
■trive with one that entreated him kindly } Witless and worth- 
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less is the man, whoso chaltengelh his host that receivclh him 
in a soange land, he doih but maim his own estate. Bui for 
the reat.1 refuse none and hold none lightly, but I fain would I 
know and prove them face to face. For I am no weakling in 
all sports, even in the feats of men. I know well how to handle 
the polished bow, and ever the first would I be to shoot and 
emitc my man in the press of foes, even though many of my 
compaiiy Etood by, and were aiming at the enemy. Alone 
Philoctetes in the Trojan land surpassed me with the bow in 
our Achaean archery. Bui I avow myself fai more eicellent 
than all besides, of the mortals that are now upon the earth 
and live by bread, Yet with the men of old time I would 
not match me, neither with Heracles nor with EurytUB o( 
Oecfaalia, who contended even with the deathless gods for 
the prize of archery. Wherefore the great Eurytos perished 
all too soon, nor did old age come on him in his balls, for 
Apollo slew him in his wrath, seeing that he challenged him 
to aboot a match. And with tlie spear I can throw further 
than any other man can shoot an arrow. Only I doubt that 
in the foot race some of the Fhaeacians may outstrip me, 
for I have been shamefully broken in mmy watere, seeing 
that there was no continual susCeiuace on board ; wheieff 
my knees are loosened' 

So spake he and all kept silence* and Alcinoui aloi 
answered him, saying : 

'Stranger, forasmuch as these thy words are not tll>ta)cea 
in our gathering-, but thou wouldest fain show forth the 
valour which keeps thee company, being angry that yonder 
man stood by thee in the lists, and taunted thee, in sucb 
sort as no mortal would speak lightly of thine excellence, 
who had knowledge of sound words; nay now, mark my 
speech; so shah thou have somewhat to tell another hero, 
when with thy wife a,nd children thou guppcat in thy Italls, 
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and recallest our prowess, what deeds Zeus bestowcth 
even upon us from our f^ithers* days even until now. 
For we are no perfect boxers, nor wrestlers, but speedy J' 
runners, and ihe best of seamen ; and dear to us ever is the 
banquet, and the harp, and ibe dance, and changeii of 
raiment, and the warm bach, and love, and sleep. tx>, 
now arise, ye dancers of the Phaeacians, the best in the land, 
and make sport, that so the stranger may tell bis friends, 
when he returneth home, how far we surpasa all men 
besides in seamanship, and speed of foot, and in the dance 
and song. And let one go quickly, and fetch for De- 
raodocus the loud I/re which is lying somewhere in our 
halls.' 

So spake Alcinous the godlike, arid the henchman rose to 
bear the hollow Ijre from the king's palace. Then stood up 
nine chosen men in all, the judges of the people, who were 
wont to order ail things in the lists artght. So they levelled 
the place for the dance, and made a fair liag and a wide. 
And the henchman drew near bearing the loud lyre to 
Demodocus, who gat him into the midst, and round Mm 
stood boys in their first bloom, sicilled in the dance, and 
ihey smote the good floor wiih their feet And Odysseus 
gaicd at the twinklings of tbe feet, and marvelled in 
spirit. 

Now as the minstrel touched the lyre, he lifted up his 
voice in sweet song, and he sang of the love of Ares and Aph- 
rodite, of llie fair crown, how at the first they lay together in 
the house of Hephaestus privily ; and Ares gave her man_y 
gifts, and dishonoured tbe marriage bed of the lord Heptn 
M31US. And anon there came to him one to report tbe thing, 
tvea Helios, that had seen them at their pastime. Now 
when Hephaestus heard the bitter tidings, he went his way 
to the forge, devising evil in tbe deep of his heart, uid set 



the gresa anvil on the stitb/, and wrought Tetlers that tMXw 
might snap or loosen, that the lovers might there UDinove- 
My icouuo. Now when he bad forged the caily net in bia 
anger against Ares, he went on hia way to the chamber where 
bis loartiagc- bod was set out, and strewed his Gnarcs all about 
the posts of tlie bed, and niati}- too were hmig alofl from the 
main beam, subtle aa spiders' webs, so that none might tec 
thum, even of tiic bl«scd gods : so conmngi}* wore tbey Ibrgcd. 
Now afler he had done winding the snare about the bed, he 
made as tbuugli be uYiuld go to Lemnos, Ibai stablished 
castle, and this waa bi ibe clearest of all lands in his sight. 
But Area of the golden rein kcpl no blind watch, what 
time be saw Ilephaeatus, the famed craftsman, depart alar. 
So he went on his way to tbe house of renowned Hephaestus, 
eager for tbe love of crowned Cytherca. Now ^e was but 
newly come from her sire, the mighty Cronion, and as it 
chanced had sat her down; and Ares entered the hotise, 
and clasped her hand, and spake, and hailed her : 

'Come, my beloved, let us to bed, and take our pleasure 
of love, for Hephaestus is no longer among bJs own people; 
melhinks he is already gone to I^eniuos, to the Simians, men 
of savage speech/ 

So spake he, and a glad thing it seemed to her to lie with 
him. So they twain went to the couch, and laid them to 
sleep, and around them clung the cunning bonds of skilled 
Hephaestus, so lliat ihcy could not move nor riisc a limb. 
Then at l!)e last they knew it, when there was no way lo flee. 
Now the famous gcd of the strong arms drew near to them, 
having turned him back ere he reached the !and of f^tnnos. 
For Helios had kept watcti, and told him all. So heavy 
at heart he went his way to Iiis house, and stood at the 
entering in of the gate, and wild rage gat hold of him, and 
he cried terribly, Aod shouted to all th« gods ; 
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' Father Zeus, and ye oilier blessed gods, lliat live for ever, 
come hither, that ye may see a mirthful thing and a cmel, 
for that Aphrodite, daughter of Zeus, ever dishonours mc 
by reason of my lameness, and sets her heart on Ares the 
destroyer, becaiit^e he is f&it and straight of limb, but as for 
me, fcebtc was I bom. Howbdt, there is noi»e to blame but 
my father and mother, — wonid they had never begtitten met 
But DOW Eball ye see where these have gone up into my bed, 
and sleep together in love; and I am tronbled at the sight. Vet, 
melbinks, they will not care to lie thus even for a little while 
longer, despite theu-great love Soon will they have no desire 
to sleep together, but the snare and the hcind shall hoM them, 
till her sire grive bacli to me the gifts of wooing, one and sU, 
tboEC that I bestowed upon him fur the hand ofhia shameless 
girl; for that his daughter is fair, but mihout discretion.' 

So spake he; and lo, the g:od3 gathered together to the 
bouse of the brasen floor. Poseidon came, the girdler of the- 
earlb, and Herro'^a came, the bringer of luck, and prince 
Apollo came, the areher. But the lady goddesses abode 
each within her house for shame. So the gods, the givers 
of good things, stood in the porch: and laughter unquench- 
able arose among the blessed gods, as they beheld the sleight 
of cunning Hephaesms. And thus would one epeak, looking 
to bifi neighbour: 

'111 deed, ill speed 1 The slow catcheth the swift! Lo, 
how Hephaestus, slow as he is, hath overtaken Arcs, albeit 
he is tlie swiilest of th« gods that hold Olympus, by his craft 
bath he taken him despite his lameness ; wherefore surely Area 
Qwctb the fine of the adulterer.' Thus they spiike one to the 
other. But the lord Apollo, son of Zeus, spake to Hermes : 

' Ffcrmcs, son of Zeus, messenger and giver of good things,0. 
wonldst thou be Tiin, aye, pressed by strong bonds though a.*vtj 
it might be, to lie on the couch by golden Aphrodite ? ' £— — «t w. 
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rh«n the messenger, the slsyer of Argos, ansvered him : 
' I would that this might be, Apollo, my prince of archery I 
So mig^bt thrice as many bends innuincra.bte encompass me 
about, aad all ye gods be looking on and all tiie goddesses. 
y«l would I lie by golden Aphrodite,' 

So spake he, and laughter rose among the dcathlesa gods. 
Howbdl Poseidon laughed not, but was insoint with 
Hephaestus, the renowned artificer, to loose the bonds of 
Ares : and he uttered his voice, and tpake lo hun winged 
words: 

'Loose him, I pray thee, and I promise ewn as thou 
biddest me, that be shall himself p3.y all fair forfeit in the 
presence of the deathless gods,' 

Then the famous god of the strong arms answered him : 
'Reqmre not this of me, Poseidon, girdler of the earth. 
Evil are evil fo1k.'s pledges lo hold. How could I keep thee 
bound among the deathkss gods, if Ares were to depart, 
avoiding the debt and the bond?" 

Then Poseidon answered him, shaker of the earQi: 
'Hephaestus, even if Ares avoid the debt and (lee away, 
I myself will p»y thee all.' 

Then the famous god of the strong arms answered him : 
'It may nol be that I should eay thee nay, neitbei is it 
m«et.' 

Therewith the mighty Hephaestus loosed the bonds, and 
the twain, wlien Diey were freed from that strong bond, 
sprang up straightway, and departed, he to Thrace, but 
kughter-ioving Aphrodite went to Paphos of Cjprxis, where 
i& her precinct and fragr.int altar. There the Graces bathed 
and anointed her with oil imperishable, such as is laid 
upon the everlasting gods. And they dad her in lovely 
raimcnt. a wonder to sec. 

This was the song the famous minstie] sang; tod 




Odysseus listened and was glad at bean, and likewise did 
ifae Ph^ieidans, of the long oars, those maiiners renowned. 

Then Aldnous bade Halius and Laodamas dance alone, 
for Bone ever contended with tbem- So when (hey bad 
talcen in their hands the goodly ball of purple hue, tluU 
cunning Polybus had wrought for them, the one would 
bend backwards, and throw it towards the shadowy clouds; 
and the other would leap upwvd from the earth, and 
calcb it lightly in his turn, before his feet touched the 
grotmd. Now after they had made trial of throwing the 
ball straight up, the twain set to dance upon the bounteous 
eartli, tossing the ball from hand to hand, and the other 
yooths stood by the lists and beat time, and a great din 
uprose. 

Then it was that goodly Odysseus spake unto Alcinons : 
•My lord Aicinous, most notable among all tlie people, thou 
didst boast thy dancers to be the best in the world, and 
lo, thy words arc fulfilled ; I wonder as I look on tliem.' 

So spake he, and the mighty king Aicinous rejoiced and 
spake at once among the Phaeacians, m;)sters of the oar : 

' Hearken ye, captains and counsellors of the Phaeacians, 
this stranger seems to me a wise man enough. Come then, 
let us give him a stranger's gift, as is meet. Behold, there 
are twelve glorious princes who rule among this people and 
bear sway, and I myself am the thirteenth. Now each man, 
among you bring a fresh robe and a doublet, and a talent of 
fine gold, and lei us sp?edily carry all these grifis logeiiier, 
that the stranger may take them in his hands, and go to 
supper with a glad heart. As for Euiyalus let h m yield 
amends to the man himself nith soft speech and with a gift, 
for his was no gentle saying.' 

So- spake he, and they all assented thereto, and would 
have it so. And each one sent foctb his benchniau to 
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letch his gift, and Euryalua answered the king and apak^ 
saying: 

* My lord Alcinous, most notable among nil the people, I 
v-ill make atonetuent to thy gnest according to thy word. I 
will give bitn a hanger aU of bioaic, wiib a stiver htli thereto, 
and a shcolh of frcah-s&wn ivory corcrs it about, and it efaall 
b« to iiim a thing of price.' 

Therewith be puts into h!<t handu th« hanger dight mth 
sUver, and uilcring his voice spake to liim winged words: 
'Hail, stranger and fadicr; and if aught g^rievous hath been 
spoken, may the storm-winds soon snatch and bear it away. 
But may the gods grant thee to see thy wife and to come to 
thine own country, for all loo Long liast thou endured afflio- 
tion away from thy friends,' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him ssyfeg : 
' Thou too, my friend, all bail ; and may the gods votichsafe 
Ihec bappinesa, and mayst thou never miss this s-srord which 
thon h&sl given me, thou that with soft speech hast yielded 
me amends,' 

He spake and hung about his shoulders the sIlTcr-staddcd 
sword. And the sun sa.nk, and the nobie gifts were bronght 
him. Then the proud henchmen hare them to the palace of 
Alcinous, and tlie sons of noble Alcinous took the fair gifts, 
and set lliem by their reverend mother. And the mighty king 
Akinoua led the way, and they came in and sat them down on 
tlie high scsts. And the migh^ Alcinous spake unto Arete : 

' Bring me hither, my lady, a choice coffer, the best tliou 
hast, and thyself pl.ace therein a fresh robe and a doublet, 
and heat for our guest a cauldron on the 6re, and varm 
walcT, that after the bath the airaiiger may sec ail the gifts 
duly arrayed which the noble Phacaciems bare hither, and 
that he may have joy in the feast, and in hearing the song of 
the minstrelsy. Also I will give him a befluiiful golden 



(^2lic« of mine own, that he may be mindful of rac all lh« 
days of his life when he pourelh the drink- oflfcring to Zeus 
and (o the other gods.' 

So spake he, a.nd Arete bade her handmaids to set 
a grcai cauldron on the fire with what speed they might. 
And they set the cauldron for the filltitg of Lbe l>atb 
on the blazing fire, and poured water ihcicin, and took 
(aggots and kindled them beneath. So the lire began to 
circle round the belly of the cauldron, and the water waxed 
hot. Meanwhile Arete brought forth for her guest the 
beautiful coffer from the treasure chamber, and bestowed 
fair gifts therein, raiment and gold, which ihe Phae.acians 
gave him. Ami with her own hands she placed therein a 
lObe and goodly doublet, »nd uttering lier voice spake to 
him winged words : 

' Do thou now look to the hd, and quickly tie the knot, 
lest any man spoil thy goods by ihe way, when presently 
thou fallest on sweet sleep travelling in thy blnck ship.' 

Now when the steadfast goodly Odysseus heard this say- 
ing, fotthmth he fixed on the lid, And quickly tied the curious 
knot, which the lady Circe on a time had taught him. Then 
straightway ihe honsewi Te bade him go to the bath and bnihe 
hiai; and he saw llie warm water and was glad, for he was 
not wont to be so cared for, from the ilny that he left the 
house of fair-lresscd Calypso, but all that while lie had com- 
fort continually as a god. 

Now after the maids had bathed him and anointed him 
with olive oil, and had cast a fair mantle and a doublet upon 
him. he slept forth from the bath, ntid went to be with the 
chiefs at their wine. And Nausicaa, dowered with beauty 
by the gods, stood by the doorpost of the well-builded hall, 
and marvL'lled at OilysseiiB, beholding him before her eyes, 
and she uttered her voice and sp.iJ(c to him winijtid words: 



'Farewell, stranger, and even in time own country be- 
think Ihee of me upon a time, Tor tlmt to mc first thou ovrest 
the ransom of life,' 

And Odysseus of many coiinsels answered her sayingt 
'Nauricaa, daughter of great-hearted Aldnous, yea, nuy 
Zeus, the ihundcrcr. the lord of Here, grant me to reach 
my home smd sec the day of my returning ; so would I, evea 
there, do thee worship as to ft god, all my days for ever- 
more, for thou, lafly, has: given me my life.* 

He spake and sat him in the high seat by king AlcJnoDSL 
And now they were serving out the portions and mixing llie 
■wine. Then ihe henchman drew nigh leading the sweet 
tninstrel, Demodocus, that was had in honour of the people. 
So he set him in the midst of the feaBters, and made him 
lean against a tall column. Then to the henchman spalce 
OdysEeus of many counsels, for he had cut off a portion of 
the chine of a white-toolhed boar, whereon yet more wa» 
left, with rich fat on either side: 

'Lo, henchman, lake this mess, and hand It to Demo- 
docus, that he msy eal, and I wi!) bid him hail, despite my 
sorrow. For minstrels from all men on canh get ilicir meed 
of honour and worship; inasmuch as the Mu<te leacbetb 
them the paths of song, and loveth the tn!»e of niiiiMrols." 

Thus he spake, and the henchman bare the mess, and set 
it upon the knees of the lord Ucmodocus, and he took ii, 
and was glad at heart. Then they stretched fortli ll»cir hands 
Upon the good cheer set before ihem. No*' after iheyliad 
put from them the desire of meat and drink, then Odys«cus 
of many counsels spake to Demodocus. siying : 

'Dcmodocus, I praise thee far above all mortal men, 
whether it be the Muse, the daughter of 2cu=, that l.iugbl 
thee, or even Apollo, for right duly dost thou chant the fering 
of the Achaeans, even all that they wrought and suffered, 
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aod all their travail, as if, melhinks, ihou liadsl been present, 
or heard the lale from anoitier. Come now, chatige thy 
strain, and sing of the fashioning of the horse of wood, which 
Eptiufi made by the aid of Athene, even the guileful thing, 
that goodly Odysseus led up into the citadel, when he had 
laden it with the men who wasted Ilios. If thou wilt indeed 
rehearse me this aright, so will I be thy witness among dl 
men, how the god of hiii grace hath given ihee the gifl of 
wondrous song.' 

So spake he, and the minstrel, being stirred by the god, 
began and showed forth his minstrelsy. He took up the tale 
where it tells how the Argives of the one part set fire to their 
huts, and went aboard their decked ships and sailed away, 
while those others, the fellowship of renowned Odysseus, were 
now seated in the assembly-place of the Trojans, all hidden in 
the horse, for the Trojans theraaelvea had dragged him to the 
citadel. So the horse stood there, while seated all around 
him the people apake many things confusedly and three ways 
their counsel looked ; either to cleave the hollow timber with 
the pitiless spear, or to drag it to the brow of the hill, and 
hull it from the rocks, or to leave it as a mighty offering to 
appease the gods. And on this wise it was to he at the last 
For the doom was on them to perish when their city should 
have closeii upon the great liorse of wood, wherein sat all 
the bravest of the Ar^ves, bearing to the Trojans death and 
destiny. And he sang how the sons of the Achaeans poured 
forth from the horse, and left the hollow lair, and sacked the 
burg. And he sang how and where each man wasied the 
town, and of Odyaacus, how he went like Arcs to the house 
of Dciphobus with godlike Menelaus. It was there, he said, 
thai Odyweas adventured the most grievous battle, and in 
ibe end prevailed, by grace of great-hearted Athene. 

This was the song that the famous minstrel sang. But 
K z 
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the heart of Oiysseos mdted, and the tcsi wet his cheeks 
beneath the eyelids. And as a woman throws herself 
wailmg ahout bci dear lord, who hath fallen hefore his 
cit/ and the liost, vardii^ IJom his lown uid bis children 
the pitiless da^ ; and she heboid^ bitn d^ing; and drawing' 
difficult breath, and embracing his body wails alood, while 
fix foemcn behind smite her wiih spcais on back and 
shoulders and lead her up into bondage, to bear labour 
and trouble, and with the most pitifut grief her cheeks are 
wasted; even so pitifully fell the tears beneath the brows 
of Odysseus. Now none of all tlw company marked luin 
weejHng ; bat Alcinous alone noted it, and was ware thereof, 
as lie sat nigfa him and heard biro groaning beavil}*. And 
presently be spake among the Phaeaciand, masters of 
the oar: 

' Hearken, ye captains and counsellors of the Phaeacians^ 
and now let Demodocus hold bis band from the loud lyre, for 
this song of his is nowise pleasing alike to all. From tlie time 
tliac we began to sup, and tliat ttie divine minstrel was moved 
to sing, ever since bath yonder stranger never ceased from 
woeful lamentation : sore grief, methinks, hath encompassed 
his heart. Nay, but let the minsuel cease, that we may all 
alike make merry, hosts and guest, since it is far meeter ao. 
For all these things are ready for the sake of tlie honourable 
stranger, even the convoy and the loving gifts which we girc 
him out of our love. In s brother's place stand the stranger 
and the suppliant, to him whose wits have even a little range. 
Wherefore do thou too hide not row with crafty purpose 
aught whereof I ask thee; it were more meet for thee to tell 
it out Say, what is the name whereby they called thcc at home, 
even thy father and Ihy mother, and others thy townsmen and 
the dwellers round about ? For there ia none of all mankind 
umelesB, neilhei the mean man nor yet the noble, from the 
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fiist hour of his btrth, but parents bestow a name on every 
Oian so soon as he is bom. Tell rae too of thy land, ihy 
township, and thy city, that our ships m:iy conceive of their 
course to bring ih*e thither. For the Fhaeacians hav« no 
pilots nor any rudders after the manner of other ships, but 
their barques themselves understand the thoughts and intents 
of men; they know the cities and fat fields of every people, 
anJ moat swiftly tlicy traverse the gulf of the salt sea, shrouded 
in mist and cloud, and never do tlicy go in fear of wreck or 
rom. Howbeit I heard upon a lime this word thus spoltcn 
by my father Nausithous, who was wont to say that Poseidon 
was jealous of us for that we give safe escort to all men. 
He Eaid that tlie god would some day senile a well-wiought 
ship of the Fhaeadans as she came home from a convoy over 
the misty deep, and would overshadow our city with a great 
mountain. Thus that ancient one would speak, and thus 
the god may bring it about, or leave it undone, according to 
the good pleasure of his will, Bat come now, declare ma 
this and plainly tell it all ; whither wast thou boine wiindcr- 
iag, and to what shores of men thou earnest; tell me of the 
people and of their fair-lying cities, of those whoso are hard 
and wild and unjust, and of those likewise who are hospit- 
able and of a god-fearing- mind. Declare, loo, wherefore 
thou dosl weep and mourn in spirit at the tale of the faring 
ot the Aigive Danaans and the lay of IIios. All this the gods 
have fashioned, and have woven the skein of death for men, 
that there might be a song in the ears even of the folk of 
aftcrttme. Hadst thou even a kinsnun by marriage that fell 
before Ilios, a true man, a daughter's husbaiul or wife's 
father, such as are neatest us after those of our own atock 
and blood ? Or «bc, may be, some loving- friend, a good 
man and true; for a friend with an understanding heart is 
uo whit worse than a brother.' 
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OdTiMU* rtUtea. lint. >tl\ai bdcll ttim amorrgn the Qcooes at bmanii: 
Mcondly, amongit th« LoiaphBgi; thlnlly, bow hewas used by ilie CydofC 

Polyph«fou*. 

Awn Odysseus of tnatiy counsels answered him saying: 
'King Aidnous, most notable of all the peopk, verily it is 
a good thing to li:;! to a minstrel such as this one, like to the 
gods in voice. Kay, as for mc, I say that there is do more 
gracious or pcifect delight than ^hcn a whole people makes 
merry, and the men sit orderly at feast in the halls and 
listen to the singer, and the tables by them are Udcn with 
bread and flesh, and a wine-bearer drawing ihe wine een'cs 
It round and pours ii into the cups. This seems to me wll- 
nigh ihc fairest thing in the world. Bui now thy heart was 
inclined lo ;isK of m,v grievous irouljles, that 1 may mourn for 
more exceeding sorrow. What then shall I tell of first, That 
last, for the gods of heaven have given roe woes in plenty? 
Now, first, will I lell my name, that ye too may know it, and 
that I, when 1 have escaped the pitiless day, may yet be your 
hoBi. though my home 13 in a far country. I am Onissrus, 
SON OF Lakrtks, who am in men's minda for all manner of 
wiks, and my fame reaches unto heaven. And I dwell in 
clear-seen Ithaca, wherein is a mountain Neriton, with irem- 
bling forest leaves, standing manifest to view, and man^ 
Islands lie around, very near one to the other, Dulichium and 
Same, nnd wooded Zacynthus. Now Ithaca lica low, furthest 
Up the sea-line toward the darkness, but those ollicrs face 



the dawning and tho sun ; a rugged >sl«, but a. good nurse of 
noble youths; and for myself I can see nought beside sweeter 
tlian a man's own countiy. Verily Calypso, tlie fair goddess, 
vrould f^n have kept mc with her io her hollow caves, 
lon);ing to have me for her lord; and likewise too, guileful 
Circe of Aia, would have stayed me in her halls, longing lo 
have me for her lord. But never did they prevail upon my 
heart within my breasi. So surely is there nought sweeter 
than a man's own country and his parents, even though he 
dvi-eil fat off in ii rich home, in a strange land, away from 
them that begat him. But come, let me tell thee too of the 
troubles of my journeying, wlilch Zeus lajd on me as I came 
from Troy. 

•The wind that bare me from Ilios brought me nigh to 
the Cicones, even to Ismarus, whereupon I sacked their city 
and slew the people. And from out the city we took their 
wives am) much substance, and divided them amongst us, that 
none through me might go lacking his proper share. How- 
bcit, (hereafter I commanded thii we should flee wilh a swift 
foot, but my men in their great Ibtly hearkened not. There 
was much wine still a drinking, and still they slew many 
flocks of sheep by the seashore and kine with trailing feet and 
Bbambling gait. Meanwhile the Cicones went and raised a 
cry to other Cicones their neighbours, dwelling inland, who 
were mor« in number than ihey and braver withal : skilled they 
w«rc to fight with men from chariots, and when need was on 
foou So they gaitiered in Ihe early morning as ihicit as leaves 
and down's llial spring in their season — yea and in that hour 
an evil doom of Zeus stood by us, ill-fated men, that so we 
might be sore afflicltd. TUcy act their battle in army by the 
swift ships, and tlie hosts cast at one another with their 
bronze-shod spears. So long as it was mom and thv sacred 
day waxed stronger, bO long we abode their assault and beat 
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tbcm off, albeit they outnumbered ut. But wh«n the sua 
was wending to the time of the loosing of cattle, then at hst 
tlie Cicones dntve in llic Acfaacans and overcame tbem, and 
Sax of my goodly-greaved company perished from cadi ship: 
but the remnant of us escaped death and destiny. 

< Thesce vt sailed onward stricken at he&rt, yet glad as meo 
Sftwd from deiith, sUbeit we had tost our dear companiom. 
Nor did my curvett ships move onward ere we had 
called thrice on each of those our hapless fellows, who died 
at the hands oi the Cicones on tlic plain. Now Zeos, 
gatherer of the clouds, aroused the North Wind against our 
ships with a terrible tempest, and covered laiul and sea 
alike with clouds, and down sped night from lieatvn. Thus 
the ships were driven headlong, and their »ils were torn to 
shreds by the might of the wind. Su wc lowered the sails 
into the hold, in feu of death, but rowed the ships landward 
apace. There for two nights and two days we lay con- 
linuiilly, consuming our hearts with weariness and sorrow. 
But when the fair-trcsscd Dawn had at last brought (he full 
light of the third day, v.v set up the masts and hoisted the 
white sails and sat us down, while the wind and the beloosman 
guided the ships. And now I should have come to mine 
own country all unhurt, but the wav^ and the stream of the 
sea and the Noilh Wind swept me from my course as I was 
doubling Malca, and diave me wandering past Cythcra. 

'Tbcncc for nine whol« days was 1 borne by ruinous 
winds over the teeming deep ; but on the lemh day we set 
foot on llie land of the lolus-eatcrB, who eat a flowery food. 
So we stepped aahoie and drew water, aiid straightway my 
company look iticir midday meal by the swift ships. Now 
when we had tasied meat and drink I sent forth certain of my 
company to go and maku search what manner of men Ihey 
were who here live upon the earth by bread, and I chose out 
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tno of iDf fellows, and sent a third with ihem aaherakl. Then 
straightway ihey went and mixed with the men of the lotas- 
catcrs, and so it was that the lotus-eaters devised not death for 
our fellowa, but gave tliem of the lotus lo taste. Now whoso- 
ever of them did eat the honey-sweet fruit ofUie lotus, had no 
more wish to brin^ tidings nor to come back, but ther« he 
cbose to abide wilh the loins-eating men, ever feeding on the 
lotus, and forgetful of his homeward way. Therefore I led 
them back to the ships weeping, and sore against tlieir will, 
and dragged them beneath the benches, and bound them in 
the hoUow barques. But I commanded the rest of my w«U-loved 
company to make speed and go on board ihe swift &hips, lest 
baplyany should cat of the loiusand be forgetful of returning. 
Right soon they embarked and sat upon the benches, and 
sitting orderly they smote the grey sea water with their oars. 

' Thence we sailed onward stricken at heart. And wc 
canie to the land of the Cycldpes, a froward and a lawless 
rollc, who trusting to the deathless gods plant not a.ught with 
their liands, neither plough: but, behold, all these things 
Spring for them in plenty, ansown and untUIed, wheat, and 
bailey, and vines, which bear great clusters of the juice of 
the grape, snd the rain of Zcus gives them increase. These 
hai-e neither gatherings for council nor oracles of law, but 
they dwell in hollow caves on the crests of the high hills, 
and each one utters ihe law to bis children and his wives, 
and ihey reck not one of tinoihiT, 

' Now there is a waste isle stretching without the harbour 
of the land of the Cyclfipes, neither nigh at hand nor yet 
afar off, a woodlauid iaic, wherein arc wild ^oz^s unnumbered, 
for DO path of men scares them, nor do hunter:} resort thitiicr 
who suffer liardshipsin the wood, as they range the moun- 
tain crests. Moreover it is possessed neither by floclts nor 
ploughed lands, but the soil lies unsown e^ei more and 



untiHnl, deaolaie of men, »nd feeds the bleating; goats. For 
ihc Cyclflpcs haw by litciri no ships wilh vennilion check, 
noi yet are there shipwrights in the islanfl, who might f;t»hion 
deckeci liarqueR, which should accomplish all their desire, 
voyaging to the towns of men (as oflumcs men cross the sea 
to om another in ships), who might likewise have made of 
their iele a goodly ^ettiemeol. Yea, it is in no wise it sony 
land, but would bear all things in their season ; for therein 
are soft water-meadows by the shores of the grey suit sea, 
and there the vines know no decay, and the land is level 
to plough ; thence might they reap B crop exceeding deep 
in due season, for verily thcro is lalncas beneath the soil. 
Also there is a fair haven, where is no need of moorings, 
either to cast anchor or to fasten hawsers, but tnen may run 
the ship on tlie beach, and tarry until such time as the sailors 
are minded to be gone, and favourable breezes blow. Now 
at the head of the harbour is a well of brij^ht water issuing 
from a cave, and tound it arc poplars growing. Thither wc 
sailed, and some god guided us through the nigiit, for it was 
dark and tlicrc was no light to see, a miiit lying deep about 
the s}iips, nor did the moon show her light from beavcn, but 
was shut in with clouds. No man then beheld that island, 
neither saw we the long waves rolling to the beach, tilt 
we had run our decked ships ashore. And when our ghipe 
were beached, we look down all tlicir sails, and ourselves too 
slept forth upon the stiund of the sea, and there we fell 
into sound sieep and waited for the bright Dawn. 

•So soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-Cogered, in 
wonder at the island we roamed over the length Itiereof: 
and the Nymphs, the daughters of Zeus, lord of the aegis, 
started the wild goals of the hilla, that my company might 
have wherewith to sup. Anon we look to us our curved 
bows from out the ships and long spears, and arrayed in 
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ihree bands we began sliootlng at the goats ; and the god 
soon gave us g:ame in plenty. Now I'^-elvc sliipa bare me 
company, and to each ship fell nine goats for a portion, bat 
for me alone they sel ten apart. 

' Thus we sal there Ihe livelong day until the going down 
of the sun, feasting on xbiindani Sesh and on su'eei wine. 
For llie red wine was not yet spent from out the ships, but 
somewhat was yet theiein, for we had each one drawn olTlarge 
store thereof in jars, wlien we took the sacred citadel of the 
Gcones. And we looked across to the land of llie CyclSpeS 
ivho dwell nigh, and to the Emokc, and to the voice of the 
men, and of the sheep and of the goats. And when the 
£UD had sunk and darkness had come on, then we Imd us 
to rest upon the sea-beach. So soon as early Dawn shone 
forth, the rosy- lingered, then 1 called a gathering of my 
men, and spake among i)iem all : 

'"Abide here all ihc rest of you, my dear companions j 
I will go with mine own ship and my ship's company, 
moke proof of these men, what manner of folk they 
we, whether frowird. and wild, and unjust, or hospitable 
and of god-fearing mind." 

'So I spake, and I climbed the ship's side, and bade my 
corapany thenisclvc-s to mount, and to loose the hawsers. 
So they soon embarked and aal upon the benches, and 
sitting orderly smote the grey sea water with their oars. 
Kow when we had come to the land that lies hard by, we 
saw a cave on the border near to the sea, lofiy and roofed 
over with laurels, and tliere many flocks of sheep and goats 
were used to rest. And about it a high outer court was built 
iritb stones, deep bedded, and with tall pines and oaks with 
ibcii high crOwQ of leaves. And a man was wont to sleep 
iherein, of mons^'ous size, who shepherded his (locks alone 
and afar, and was not conversant with others, but dwelt 
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apart in lawlessness of mind. Yea, for he was a monstrous 
tiling and fashioned maivcUoaaly, nor was tic tike to any 
man that lives by bread, but like a wooded peak of the 
towering hills, wliicli sMnds out apart and nlon« from others. 

' Then I commiinded the rest of my weU-Ioved company 
to tarry there by the ship, and to guard the ship, but I chose 
out twelve men, the best of my company, and sallied forth. 
Now I bad witli me a goal-skin of the d%rk wine and sweet, 
which Maron, son of Euanthes, had given me, the priest of 
Apollo, the god iliat watched over IsraaruB. And he gave it, 
for that we had protected him with his wife and child 
reverently; for he dwelt in a thick grove of Phocbua 
Apollo. And he made me splendid gifts ; he gave me seven 
talents of gold well wrought, and he gave me a mixing bowl 
of pure silver, and fuithemiore wine which he drew off io 
twelve jars in all, sweet wine unrainglcd, a draught divine ; 
nor did any of his servants or of his handmaids in the house 
know thereof, but bimaelf and his dear wife and one housc- 
dame only. And as often as ihey drank that red wine honey 
sweet, he would fill one tup and pour it into twenty measures 
of water, and a marvcUoas sweet smell went up fium the 
mixing bowl : then truly it was no pleasure to refrain. 

' With this wine I tilled a great skin, and bare it with 
mc, and corn too 1 put in a wallet, for my lordly spirit 
straightway had a boding that a man would come to m^ 
a strange man. clothed in mighty strength, one that knew 
not judgment and justice *. 

' Soon we came to the cave, but we found hira not 
within; he was shepherding his fat tlocks in the pastures. 
So we went into the cave, and gazed on all that was tlieretn. 
The basket;; were well laden with cheeses, a.nd the folds were 
thronged with kmbs and kids; eacii kind was penned by 

* UlcniJljr, loiDwing □elUia' dooms, nor ordinuicei of tsv. 
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itself, the firsllin^ apan, and ihe summer lambs apart, apart 
loo the j-ouiiglings of the flocV. Now all tlic vessels swam 
with wbcy, the milk-pails and the bowls, ilie well-wrought 
vessels wheieinto be uiilked. My compiuiy then spake and 
besought me first of a]) Co take of the cheeses and to return, 
and afleiwards to malce haste and drive off the kids and 
lambs to tlic swift ships from out the pens, and to sail 
orer the s<Ut sea water. Howbeit I hearkened not (and far 
better would it have been), but waited to see the giant 
himself, and whether he would give me gifts aa a stranger's 
due. Vet was not bis coming to be with joy to mjr 
company. 

'Then we kindled a fire, and made burnt -ofTcring, and 
ourselves likewise took of the cheeses, and did cat, and 
sat waiting for him within till he came back, shepherding 
liis flocks. And he bore a grievous weight of dry wood, 
against supper time. This log he cast down with a din 
inside the cave, and in fear we fled to the secret place of the 
Tock. As for him, he drave his fat flocks into the wide 
cavern, even all ihai he was wont to milk ; but the males 
both of the sheep and of the goats he left without in the 
deep yard. Thereafter he lifted a huge doorstone and 
weighty, and set it in the mouth of the cave, such an one 
as two and twenty ^ood four-wheeled wains could not raise 
from the ground, so mighty a sheer rock did he set against 
the doorway. TTien he sat down and milked ihc ewes and 
bleating goats all orderly, and beneath each ewe he placed 
ber young. And anon he curdled one half of the white 
milk, and massed it together, and stored it in wicker- baskets, 
and Ihe other half ho let stand in pails, that he might have 
it to take and drink against supper time. Now when he 
had done alt his work busily, then he kindled the fire anew, 
and e»picd us, iuid made quesliou : 



' " Slrangtrs, who arc ye? Whence sail ye over ihc wei 
ways? On some trading cnterpiise or at advcntitrc do ye 
Tovc, even ns wa-rnhbcrs over llie brine, for *( haiard of 
their own lives ihey wander, bringing hale to alien men." 

' So spake he, but as for as our heart within us was brolcer. 
for terror of the deep raice and his own monstrous sbape; 
yet despite all I answered and spake unlo him, saying : 

' " Lo, we are Achaeans, driven wandering from Troy, by 
all m.inner of winds over the great gulf of the sea; seeking 
our homes we fare, but ajiother path have we come, by other 
ways: even such, mclhinks, was the will and the counsel 
of Zeus. And we avow us to be the men of Agamemnon, 
son of Atreus, whose fame is even now the mightiest under 
heaven, so great a city did he sack, and destroyed many 
people; but as for us wc have lighted here, and come lo 
these thy knees, if perchance thou will give us a stranger's 
gift, or make any present, as is the due of strangers. Nay, 
lord, have regard to the gods, for we are thy supphants; 
lind Zeus is the avenger of suppliants and sojourners, Zeus, 
Uic god of the stranger, who farcth iu the company of 
reverend strangers.'* 

'So I spake, and anon he answered out of hia pitiless 
heart: "Thou art witless, my stranger, or thou hast come 
from afar, who bJddesC me eithei to fear or shun the gods. 
For the Cycldpes pay no heed to Zeus, lord of the aegis, noi 
to the blessed gods, for verily we are better men than they 
Nor would I, to shun the enmity of Zeus, spare either thct 
or thy company, unless my spirit bade me. But tell m« 
where thou didst stay thy well-wrought ship on thy coming? 
Was it perchance at the far end of the island, or hard by, 
that [ may know? " 

' So he spake tempting me, hut he cheated me not, wlio knew 
full much, and I answered him again with words of guile; 
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•"As for my ship, Poseidon, the ^haVer of the earth, brake 
tt to pieces, for he cast it upon the rocks at the border of 
your country, and brought it nigh the headland, and a 
wind bare it thither from the sea. But 1 with these my 
Dicn escaped fitrni utter doom." 

'So I spake, and out of hi* pitiless heart he answered 
me not a word, but sprang up, and laid his hands upon my 
fellows, and clutching two together dashed them, as they had 
been whelps, 10 the earth, and the brain flowed forth upon 
the ground, and the earth was weL Tlien cut he them up 
piecemeal, and made ready his supper. So he ale even as 
a mountain -bred lion, and ceased not, devouring entr^ls 
ftnd flesh and bones with their marrow. And we wept and 
raised our hands to Zeus, beholding the cruel deeds; and 
we were at our wits' end. And afier ihe Cyclops had 
filled his Ituge maw with human flesh and the milk he 
drank thereafter, he lay within the cave, stretched ODl 
among liis sheep. 

'So I took counsel in my great heart, whether I should 
draw near, and pluck iny ah-Arp sword from my thigh, and 
stab him in the breast, where the midriff holds the liver, 
feeling for the place with my hand, fiut my second 
thought withheld me. for so should we too have perished 
even there wiih utter doom For we should not have pre- 
vailed to roll away with our hands from the lofly door the 
heavy stone which he set there, So for Uiat time we made 
moon, awaiting the bright Dawn. 

•Now when early Dawn shone forth, the rosy- fingered, 
again he kindled the fire and milked his goodly flocks all 
orderly, and beneath each ewe set her lamb. Anon when he 
had done all his work bu-sily, again he seized yet other two 
men and mudc ready his mid-day meal And after the meal, 
lightly he moved away the great door-stone, and drave his 



fat flocks forth from the cave, sod afterwatds he aet it in his 
place again, u one might set th« lid on a quiver. Then 
with ft loud whoop, the Cyclops tomerf his fat flocks towards 
the hills; bui I was left devising evil in the deep of my 
heart, if in any wise I might avenge me, and Athene grant 
me rcnoTvn. 

' And this was the counsel that showed best in my tight 
There lay by s sheep-fokl a great dub of the Cyclops, a club 
of olive wood, yet green, which he had cut to carry with him 
when it should be seasoned. Now when we saw it we 
likened it in size to the mast of a black ship of twenty oars, 
B wide mcrchnni vessel that traverses the great sea g:ulf, so 
huge it was to view in bulk and length. I stood titereby and 
cut niT from it a portion a? it were a fathom' s length, and set 
it hy my fellows, and bade them fine it down, and they made 
it even, while I stood by and sharpened it to a point and 
straightway 1 took it and hardened it in the bright file. Then 
1 Uid it well away, and hid it beneath the dung, which was 
scattered in great heaps in the depths of the cave. And I 
bade my company cast lots among them, which of them 
should risk the adventure with me, and lift tlic bar and turn 
it about in his eye, when sweet sleep came upon him. And 
the lot fell upon those four whom I myself woold have been 
fain to choose, and I appointed myself to be the fifth 
among them. In the evening he came shepherding his 
flocks of goodly fleece, and presently he drave his fat flocks 
into tlie cave each iind all, nor left he any without in the d«ep 
court-yard, whether through some forehoding, or perchance 
tliat the god so bade him do. Thereafter he lifted the huge 
door-stone and set it in the mouth of the cave, and sitting 
down he milked the ewes and bleating gonts, all orderly, and 
beneath each ewe he placed her young. Now when he had 
done all his work busily, again he seized yet other tvro and 
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made reaify bis supper. Then 1 stood by the Cyclops and 
spake to biiti, boldiog in my hands an iv/ bowl of Ihe 
dark wine: 

* " Cyclops, take and dhak wine after ihy feast of man's 
meat, tbat thou mayest know wbaC manner of drink 
this was tba.t our sliip beld. ArnJ lo, I was bringing it 
tbce as a drink offering, if baply Lbou mayest take pity 
and send me on my way home, but thy mad ra^« is past 
all sufferance. O bard of lieari, how may another of the 
many men there be come ever to thee again, seeing ibal tby 
deeds lia« been lawless?" 

' So 1 spake, and be took the cup and drank it off, and 
found great delight in drinking the sweet draught, and asked 
me for it yet a second time : 

' " Give it me again of thy grace, and lell me l)iy name 
straightway, that I may give thee a stranger's gift, wlierein 
lbou mayest be glad. Yea for the eardi, the grain-giver, 
bears for the Cycldpes the mighty clusters of the juice of 
th« grape, and the rain of Zeus gives tbem increase, but 
this is a rill of very nectar and ambrosia." 

' So he spake, and again I banded him the dark wine. 
Thrice I baie and gave it him, and thrice in bis folly he 
drank it 10 the lees. Now when the wine had got about the 
wits of the Cyclops, then did 1 speak lo him with soft words ; 

•"Cyclops, thou askest me my renowned name, and I 
will declare it unto thee, and do thou grant me a stranger's 
gift, as thou didst promise. Noman is my name, and 
Noman tliey call mc, my lather and my mother and all my 
fellows." 

■So 1 spake, and straightway h« answered me out of his 
pilileM heart : 

* " Noman will I eat last in the number of his fellows, and 
the oibcia before him : lliat shall be tliy gii't" 




' Therewith he sank backwards and fell wilb face upturned, 
and there be lay with his great neck beni round, and sleep, 
that conqum all men, ovcTc^inic him. And the wUic and the 
rragTncnts of mcn'» flesh issued forth from bis mouth, and he 
vomiled. being heavy with vine. Then I thnist in that stake 
under the deep ashes, until it should grow hot, and I spake 
to my companions comfortable ^vo^ds, lest uiy should hang 
back from me in fear. But when that bar of olive wood 
was just about to catch fixe in the flame, green thougii U 
was, and began to glow tcrrib!)', even then 1 came nigh, 
aii<i drew it from the cosis, ttnd ray fellows gathered about 
me, and some god breathed great coumge into as. For their 
part they seized tlie bar of olive wood, ihu was sharpened 
at the point, and thiust it into his eye, while I from my place 
aiok turned it about, as when a man bores a ship's bean: 
with a drill while his fellows below spin it with a strap, 
which they iiold at cichcr end, and the nuger runs round con- 
tinuaUy. Even so did we scire the fiery-pointed biand and 
whirled it louiid in his eye, and the blood flowed about the 
heated bnr. And the biealh of the flame singed )iis eyelids 
and brows all about, as the ball of tJic eye burnt anay, and 
the roots thereof crackled in the Qame. And as when a smitb 
(lips an axe or adze in chill water with a great hissing, when 
Lc would temper it — for hereby aDoii comes die strength of 
iron — even so did his eye hiss round the stalte of olive. And 
be raised a great and terrible cry, that Che rock rang around, 
and we fled away in fear, while he plucked forth from his 
eye the brand bedabbled in much blood. Then tnaddcncd 
with pain he cast it from him with his hands, and called with 
ft loud voice on the Cycl6pes, who dwelt about him in Uic 
caves along the windy heights. And they heard the cry 
and flocked together from every side, and galbcring round 
the cave asked him what ailed him : 
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' '* What hath so distressed thee, Polyphemus, thai Hum 
criest thus aloud ihtough the immorCnl night, and makcst as 
sleepless i Surel/ no morial driveth off thy flocks agMiisL 
ihy will : surely none slayeth ihj-self by force or craft?" 

'And the sUong Polyphemus spake lo them again from 
out th< cave : " My friends, Noman is slaying me by guile, 
nor at all by force." 

' And Ihey answered and spake winged words : *' If ihen 
no maji is violeaily handling thee in thy solitude, it can in 
no wise be ihut thou shouldest escape the sickness acnC 
by mighty Zeus. Nay, pray thou to ihy (athcr, ihe lord 
Poseidon." 

' On this wise they spake and departed ; and my heart 
within mc laughed to see how my name and cunning counsel 
had beguiled them. But the Cyclops, groaning and travailing 
in pain, groped with his hands, and lifted away the stone from 
the door of the cave, and himself sat in the entry, with arms 
outatretchcd lo catch, if he might, any one that was going 
forth with his sheep, so witless, melhinks, did he hope to lind 
me. But I advised me how all might be for the very best, 
if perchance I might find a way of escape from death for my 
companions and myself, and I wove all manner of craft and 
counsel, as a man will for his life, seeing that great mischief 
was nigb. And this was the counsel that showed best in 
my S^ht. The rams of the flock were well nurtured and 
thick of fleece, great and goodly, with wool dark as the 
vtolcU Quietly I lashed them together wilh twisted withies, 
wbcreon the Cyclops slept, that lawless monster. Three 
together I took: now the middle one of the three would 
bear each a man, but tlie other twain went on either side, 
saving my fellows. Thus every tiuee sheep bare their man. 
But as for me I laid hold of the back of a young ram who 
wM far the best and the goodliest of all the Qock, and curled 
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b«nMth his shaggy b«!1y ihen 1 lay, and 60 dang face 
ward, grasping the wondrous fleece with a tteadlast heart. So 
for ibat time mstling- moan we awaited the bright Dawn. 

' So soon a* early I>ivfn slione forth, ihc rosy-llngeredt 
then did the rams of the flock hasten fonb to pasture, but the 
ewes bleated unmilkcd aboat tbc pens, for theii uddens were 
swollen to bursting. Then their lord, sore stricken with p»in, 
fell ilong the backs of all the sheep as they stood ap before 
him, and RBcssed not in his folly how that my men were 
bound beneath the breasts of bis thtck>fleeccd flocVs. Last 
of ftll the sbeep came forth the ram, cumbered with his wool, 
and the weight of me and my cunning. And the strong Poly- 
phumus lEiid hie hands on him and spake to him, saying; 

' " Dear ram, wherefore, I pray thee, art thou the last of 
all the flocks to go forth from the cave, who of old wast not 
woot to lag behind tbc sheep, but wert ever the foremost 
to pluck the tender blossom of the pasture, faring with long 
slrideii, and wert still the first to come to the streams of the 
rivers, and first didsl long to return to the homestead in the 
evet^g. Bui now art ihou the vety last Surely thou an 
Borrowing for the eye of thy lord, which an evLI man blinded, 
with hia accursed fellows, when tic had subdued my wits 
with wine, even Noman, whum I say hath not yet escaped 
destruction. Ah, if thou couKist feel as I, and be endued 
with speech, to tell mc where he shifts about to shun my 
wrath ; then should he be smitten, and his brains be dashed 
agmnst the floor here and there about ihc cave, and my 
heart be lightened of the sorrows which Nonian, ootbiog 
worth, hath brought me I" 

'Therewith he sent the ram forth from him, and when we 
bad gone but a little way from the cave and from the yard, 
first I loosed myself from under the ram and then 1 set my 
fellows free. And swiftly we dravc on those stiff-shanlMd 
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shec-p. so rich in Tat, and often turned to look about, tfll we 
came to the ship. And a glad siyht to our fellows were we 
that had fled from death, but the others they would have 
bemoaned with tears; houbeit I EufTercd it nol, but with 
frowning brows forbade each man to weep. Rather I bade 
them to cast on board the many sheep with goodly fleece, 
and to sail over the salt sea water. So Ihey embarked forth- 
with, and sate upon the benches, and sitting orderly smote 
the grey sea water with their oars. But when I had not 
gone so far, but that a man's shout might be heard, then 
I spoke unto the Cyclops taunting him : 

'"Cycbpg, so thou wen not to eat the company of a 
weakling by main might in thy bolbw cave I Thine enl 
deeds were very sure to find thee out, thou cruel man, who 
hadst no shame to eat thy g^iiesCs within thy gales, wherefore 
Zeus halh requited thee, and the other gods," 

' So I spake, and he was yet the more angered at hear^ 
and he brake off the peak of a great hill and threw it at us, 
and it fell in front of tlie daik-prowed ship*. And the aea 
beared beneath the fall of the rock, and the backward flow of 
the wave bare the ship qiiickly to the dry land, with the wash 
from the deep sea, and drave it to the shore. Then I caught 
up a long pole in my hands, and thrust the ship ^m off the 
land, and roused my company, and with a motion of the head 
t»de them dash in with their oars, that so we might escape 
onr evil plight. So they bent to their oars and rowed on. But 
when we had now made twice the distance over tlie brine, 
I would lain have spoken to the Cycbpg, but my company 
Stayed me on every side with soft words, saying ; 

•"Foolhardy that thou art, why wouldst thou rouse a wild 
man lo wrath, who even now hath cast so mighty a throw 

* W* hava omitted line ^89, as required by die sense. It is Introduced 
bcre &on line J40. 



Lowarcls the deep and brouglit our shipbacV to land, yea 
wc thought that wc had perished" ctcn there? If he had heiiTd 
any of us titter sound or speech he would have crushed our 
heads and our ship timbers with a cast of a niggvd stone, 
BO mightily he hurls." 

' So spake they, but they prevailed not on my lordly spirit, 
and I answered him again from out an angry heart: 

' " Cyclops, if any one of mortal men shall ask thee of the 
onsighUy blinding of thine eye, say that it was Odysseus that 
blinded it, the waster of cities, son oT Laertes, whose dwell- 
ing is ia Ithaca." 

' So I epake, and with a moan he answered me, sayfng : 

*" 1*0 now, in very truth the ancient oracles have come 
upon me. There lived here a soothsayer, a noble man 
and a mighty, Telemus, son of Eur)TnuB, who surpassed all 
men in soothsaying, and waxed old as a seer among the Cy- 
clflpes. He told me that all tliese things should come to pass 
in the aflcrlimc, even that I should lose my cycsiglit at the 
hand of Odysseus. But I ever looked for some Ull and 
goodly man to come hither, clad in great might, hut behold 
now one that is a dwarf, a man of no worth and a weakling, 
hath blinded me of my eye after subduing roc with wine. 
Nay come hither, Odysseus, that I may set by thee a 
stranger's cheer, find speed thy parting hence, that so the 
Earth-shakor may vouchsafe it thee, for his son am I, and 
he avows him for my father. And he himself will heal me, 
if it be his will; and none other of the blessed gods or 
of mortal men." 

'Even so he spake, but I answered him, and said: 
" Would god that 1 were as sure to rob thee of soul and life, 

" Ndtlict In rills pwsfige nor in H il. 171 norin B mi. lai do we ttdnk 
Ihni l)ic Korist intuitive aticr a verb a( i^tying can hetiT n futitK Mtisc. T'be 
nnriM Infiniiivir tifto- (Xirojji^ \^a. aSo, v'lU ji) it hrirdly .in ftT^ment In its 
*MVOur ; the infinitive tltoc n in (aitl a noun in the genitive cua 
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and send thee within the house of Hades, as I am that not 
even the Earth-shaker will heal thine eye I" 

• So I spake, and then he prayed to the lord Poseidon 
stretching forth his hands to the starry heaven : " Hear ax, 
Poseidon, prdlet of the earth^ god of the dark hair, if indeed 
I be thine, and lliou avowest ihee my sire,— grant that he may 
never come to his home, even Odysseus, waster of cities, the 
son of Laertes, whose dwelling is in Ithaca; yet if he is 
ordained to see his friends and come unto his well-builded 
house, and his own country, late may he come in evil case, 
with the loss of all bis company, in the ship of slianger^ 
and find sorrows in his house." 

' So he spafce in prayer, and the god of the dark locks 
heard him. And once again he lifted a stone, far gi eater than 
the Rrst, and with one swing he hurled it, and he put forth 
a measureless strength, and cast it but a little space behind 
the daik-prowcd ship, and all but struck tlic end of the rud- 
der. And the sea heaved beneath the fall of the rock, but the 
wave bare on the ship and drave it to the further iihote. 

'But when we had now reached that island, where all onr 
other decked ships abode together, and our company were 
gathered sorrowing, expecting us eveimore, on our coming 
thither wc ran our ship ashore upon the sand, and ourselves 
loo stept forth upon the sea beach. Next we took forth 
Ihe sheep of the Cyclops from out the hollow &hip, and 
divided tliem, that none through me might go lacking his 
proper share. But the ram for me alone my goodly- grcaved 
company chose out, in the dividing of the sheep, and on 
Ibe shore 1 offered Iiira up to Zeus, even to the son of 
CronoB. who dwells in the dark clouds, and is lord of all, 
and I burnt the slices of the thighs. But he heeded not llie 
sacrifice, but was devising how my decked ships and my 
dear company might perisli utterly. Thus for that time we 



9at th« UTclong diy, until the gt^ng down or tbc sun, feast- 
ing: on abundant flesh and sweet wine. And when the sqd 
hftd sunk and djirlcness had come on, then we laid us to rest 
upon the Bca beach. So soon as early Dawn shone forth, the 
rosy-flngered. I called lo my company, and commanded (hem 
that they should themselves dimb the ship and loose the 
hawsers. So they soon embarked and sal upon the benches, 
and sitting orderly smote the grey sea water with thetr oars. 

•Thence we sailed onward Btricken at heart, yet glad ta, 
men saved from death, albeit we had lost our dear com-^ 
panions. 
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CMysKtts, lifg cntertainTucitt by Aeolus, oT wbom he raccfvcd n. hir wind 
for liii i/nstax, Mid all Ihc lest of ihe winds tied up in a bog; wMch hi* 
men untjlng, ilew oui. and cdiricd linn bnck lo Acnlvs. vrlio rtfusod to 
TCCtivQ bim. His adi-cncurc ai Lestrygonia will) Antipbales, where of 
Twelve shtps lie 1<wl eleven, men Hnd all. How he wcnl ihcnce lo the 
Isle tH Acn. where hn.1f of hia men were inmetl by Circe into iwlne, 
and how be went hlmielf. and by (lie >ielp ol Herines recovered ibem and 
stayed wl:h Ciice a yeac. 

'TiiBK we came to Ihe isie Aeolian, where dwelt Aeolus, 
son of Hippotas, dear to the deathless gods, in a floating 
island, and all about it is a wall of bronze unbroken, and 
the cliff rans up sheer from ihe sea. His twelve children 
too abide there in his kails, six dnughters and six lusly 
sons; wd, behold, he gave his daughters to his sons to wife. 
And they feast evermore by their dear father and their kind 
mother, and dainties innumerable lie ready to their hands. 
And the house is full of the savour of feasting, and the 
noise thereof rings round, yea in the courtyard, by day, 
and in the night they sleep each one by his chaste wife in 
coverlets and on jointed bedsteads. So then we came to 
their city and their goodly dwelling, and the king entreated 
me kindly for a whole month, and sought out each thing, 
Ilios and the ships of the Argives, and the return of the 
Achaeans. So I told him all the talc in order duly. But 
when 1 in turn took the word and aslced of my jonmey, and 
bade him send me on my way, he too denied me not, but 
furni&hed an escort. He gave me a wallet, made of the hide 
of an ox of nine seasons old, which he let flay, and therein 
tie bound the ways of all the noisy winds ; for him (he son of 
Cronos made keeper of the winds, either to lull or to rouse 





what blasts he wiH. And he made it fast in the held of the 
ship with a shining silver ihong. that not the faintest breaih 
might escape. Then he sent forth the blast ofthe West Wind 
to Wow for me, lo bear our ships and ourselves npon onr 
way; but this he was never to bring to pass, for wc were 
ondonc through our own heedlessness, 

• For nine whole days we sailed by night and day con- 
u tinually, and row on the tenth day my native land came in 
sight, and nIreaJy we were so near that we beheld the folk 
icndins the beacon fires. Then over me there cftme sweet 
slumber in my weariness, for ail the time I was holding the 
sheet, nor gave it to any of my company, that so we naigbl 
come quicker to our own country. Jleanwhile my company 
held converse logetUer, and said that I was bringing borne 
for myself gold and silver, gifts from Aeolus the htgh-hearled 
son of Hippotas. And thus would they speak looking each 
man to his neighbour : 

* " Lo now, how beloved he is and highly esteemed 
among all men, to the city and land of whomsoever he may 
come. Many are the goodly treasures he taketb with him 
out of the spoil fron\ Troy, while we who have fulfilled like 
journeying with him return homeward bringing with us but 
empty hands. And now Aeolus halh given unto him these 
things freely in his love. Nay come, let us quickly sec 
what they are, even what wealth of gold and silver is in 
Ihc wallet." 

' So they spake, and the evil counsel of my eompany pre- 
vailed. They loosed the wallet, and all the winds brake 
forth. And the violent blast seized my men, and bare llicm 
towards the high seas weeping, away from their own country; 
but as for me, 1 awoke and communed with my great heart, 
whether I should cast myself from the ship and perish in the 
deep, or endure in silence and abide yet among the living. 
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Howbeit I hardened my heart to endure, and muffling: mj' 
head I lay slill in ihe ship. But Ihe vessels were driven by 
the evil storm-wind back to the isle AeoUan, and my com- 
pany made moan. 

' There we stepped ashore and drew water, and ray com- 
pany presently took th«ir midday meal by the swift ships. 
Now when we had tasted bread and wine, I took wirti me a 
herald and one of my company, and went to the famous dwel- 
ling of Aeolus : and I found him feasting with his wife and 
children. So wc went in and sat by the pillars of tlic door 
on the threshold, and they all marvelled and asked us : 

'"How hast ihou come hither, Odyseeus ? What evil 
god assailed ihee ? Surely we sent thee on tliy way with all 
diCgencc, that thou mightest get thee to thine own country 
and lliy home, and whithersoever thou wouldesL" 

' Even so they said, but I spake among ihem heavy at 
faean ! " My evil company hath been my bane, and sle*p 
thereto remorseless. Come, my friends, do ye heal the harm, 
for yours is the power." 

• So I spake, beseeching them in soft words, but ihey held 
their peace. And the father answered, saying: "Get thee 
forth from the island straightway, thou that art the most repro- 
bate of living men. Far be it from me to help or to further 
that man whom the blessed gods abhor ! Get ihee forth, for 
lo. thy coming marks thee hated by ihe dentblcss gods." 

'Therewith he sent mc forth from the house making 
heavy moan. Thence wc sailed onwards stricken at heart. 
And the spirit of the men was spent beneath the grievous 
rowing by reason of our vain endeavour, for there was 
no more any sign of a wafting wind. So for the space 
of six days we sailed by night and day continually, and 
on tlie seventh we came to the steep stion);hold of Lamos, 
Tekpylos of the LaesUygons, where herdsman hatis herds- 



tnati as be drives in his flock, and the oiber nho drives 
fortli answers the calL There might a sleepless man have 
eanved a double wage, the one as neat-herd, the other 
shepherding' vliitc flocks : so near are the outgoings of the 
nlglit and or the day. Tliither when we had come to the (ak 
haven, whereahout on boib sides goes one steep cUiT un- 
broken, and jutting headlands over against each other atretcii 
forth at the mouth of the harbonr, and strait is the en- 
trance ; thereinto all the others steered their curv'cd shipfi. 
Now the vessels were bound widiin the hollow harbour each 
hard hjf other, Tor no wate ever swelled wilhln it. great or 
small, but there was a bright calm all around. But I alone 
moored mj dark ship without the harbour, at the uttermost 
point thercor, and made fA$t thie hawser to a rock. And I 
went ap a craggy hill, a place of out-look, and stood ihereon: 
thence there was no sign of the labour of men or oxen, only 
wc saw the smoke curling upwnrd from the land. Then I 
sent forth certain of my company to go and search out 'what 
manner of men they were who here live upon the earth by 
bread, choosing out two of my compauyand sending a third 
wth them as herald. Now when they had gone ashore, ihcy 
went along a level road whereby wains wcte wont to draw 
down wood from the high hills to the town. And without 
the town they fell in with a damsel drawing ijfater, the noble 
daughter of Laealrygonian Antiphates. Sjhe had come 
down to the clear-Sowing spring Arlacia, for thence it was 
custom to draw water to Ihe town. So llie y stood by her 
and spake unto her, and asked who was kingg of that land, 
and who they were he niled over. Thenj» at once she 
showed them the high-roofed hall of her faihy cr. Now when 
they had entered the renowned house, theym found his wife 
therein : slie was huge of bulk as a mounfntain peak and 
WAS loathly in their sight. Stfaigtitway puiWt called the 
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renowned Amiphates, her loid, from ilie assembly-place, and 
he contrived a piliAil destruction for my men. Foitliwiih 
be clutched np one of my company and made ready his 
midday meal, but the other twain gpi^ng up and caitne Id 
flight to the ships. Then he raised the war try through the 
town, and the vahant Laestrj-gons at tlie sound ibereor, 
flocked together from every side, a host past number, not 
like men but like the GianLs. They cast at us from the 
cliffs with great rocks, each of them a man's burden, and 
anon there arose from the fleet an evil din of mea dying and 
ships shattered withal. And like folk spearing fi<ihes [hey 
bare home their hideous meal. While as yet they were 
slaying my friends within the deep hiubour, 1 drew jay sharp 
sword from my thigii, and with it cut the hawsers of my dark- 
prowed ship. Quiekiy then I called to my company, and bade 
them dash m with the oars, that we might clean escape this 
evil plight. And all with one accord they tossed the sea 
water with the oar-bladc, in dread of death, and to ray 
delight my barque flew forth to the high seas away from die 
beetling rocks, bal those other ships were lost there, one 
and all 

'Thence we sailed onward stricken at heart, yet glad as 
men saved from death, albeit we had loat our dear com- 
panions. And we came U> the isle Aeaean, where dwelt 
Circe of the braided tresses, an awful goddess of mortal 
speech, own sister to the wizard Acetes. Both were be- 
gotten of Helios, who gives light to all men, and iheir mother 
■was Perse, daughter of Oceanus. There on the shore wc 
put in with our ship into the sheltering ha\-en silently, and 
some god was our guide. Then we atept ashore, and 
for two days and two nighu lay there, consuming out own 
hearts for weariness and pain. But when now the fair- 
Ircsscd Dawn had bruught the full light of the third day, then 



did I seize tnj' spear and my sharp sword, and quickly de- 
parting from the ship I went up unto a place of wide pro- 
spect, if haply I might see any si^ of the labonr of men and 
hear the sound of their speech. So I went np a craggy hill, 
a place of out-look, and 1 saw tlic smoke riung from the broad- 
waycd earth in the halls of Circe, through the thick coppicfl 
and the woodland. Then I mused in my mind and heart 
whether I should go and maVe discoveiy, for tha.t I had seer 
the smoke and tlajne. And as I thought ihereon this seemed 
to me the belter counsel, to go first to the swift ship and to 
the sea-banks, and give my company their midday meal, and 
then send diem 10 make search. But as I came and drew 
nigh 10 the cun-ed Khip, some god even then tooTc pity on me 
in my loneliness, and sent a t^U antlercd stag across my very 
path. He was coming' dowa from his pislure in the woodland 
Lo the river to drink, for verily the might of the sun was sore 
upon him. And as he came up from out of the stream, I 
smote him on the spine in the middle of the back, and the 
brazen shaft went clean through him, and with a moan he 
fell in the dust, and hia life passed from him. Then I set my 
foot on him and drew forth the brazen shaft from the wound, 
and laid it hard by upon the ground and let it lie. Next I 
broke withies and willow twigs, and wove me a rope a 
fathom in length, well twisted from end lo cmi, and bound 
together the feet of tlie huge beasi^ and went to the black 
ship bearing him across my neck, and leaning on a spear, (or 
it was in no wise possible lo carry him on my shoulder with 
the one hand, for he was a mighty quarry. And I threw him 
down before the ship and roused my company with soft words, 
standing by each man in turn : 

' " Friends, for all our sorrows we shall not yet a while go 
down to ihe house of Hades, ere ihe coming of ihc day of 
destiny; go to d:cn, while as yet th«rc is tncal aod drink 
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in tlie swift ship, l«t ns take thought thereof, that we be not 
Samished for hunger." 

'Even so I spake, and (hey speedily hearkened to 
my words. They unmuffled their heads, and there on 
the shore of the unharvested sea gazed at (he stag, far he 
was a mighty quarry. But after they had delighted their 
eyes with the sight of him, they washed their hands and 
got readf the glorious feast. So for that lime we sat the 
liveloDg day till the going down of the sun, feasting on 
abundant flesh and sweet wine. But when the sun sank and 
darkness had come on, then we laid us to rest upon the sea 
beach. So soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingcrcd, 
I called a gathering of my men and spake in the ears of 
tbemall: 

' " Hear my words, my fellows, despite your evil case. My 
friends, lo, now we know not where is the place of dark- 
ness or of dawning, nor where the Sun, that gives light Lo 
men, goes beneath the earth, nor where he Hses ; therefore let 
us advise us speedily if any counsel yet may be: as for me, I 
deem there is none. For I went up a craggy hill, a place of 
ool-look, and saw the island crowned about with the circle of 
ibe endless eea, the isle itself lying low ; and tn the midst 
thereof mine eyes beheld the smoke through the thick 
coppice and the woodland." 

•Even BO I spake, but their spirit within ihcm wm 
bri^cn, as tliey remenibcied the deeds of AntLphatcs the 
Laeatrygonian, and all the evil violence of the hauffhty Cy- 
clops, the min-cater. So they wept aloud shedding big 
tears. Howbeit no avail came of their weeping. 

'Then I numbered my goodly-greavcd company in two 
bands, and appointed a leadw for each, and I myself took 
the command of the one part, and godhke Eutylochus of 
the other. And anon we tihook the lots in a btazen-filted 



hdmct. and out leapt tbe lot of prond Eurjlochua. 
h< went OD bis way, and with bun two and twcnly o( 
my fellowship ajl «e«pinf;; and we were lefi behind 
maldng LuneoL In tbe forest glades they found the halU 
of Ciice btiilded, of poKsbed stone, in a. place wtdi vide 
prospect. And all around the piilacc tnoiiutaiii-bred wolves 
and lions were ro;xining, whom she herself had bewitclied 
with evil drugs that she gave them. Yet the beasts did not 
set on my men, but lo, they ramped about them and fawned 
on them, wagging their long tails. An<l aii when dogs ta,wa 
about their lord when be comes from the feast, for lie 
always brings tltcm tbe fiagments that soothe tbeii mood, 
even so tbe etrong-clawcd wolves and the lions fawned 
around them ; but they were affrighted when they saw tbe 
strange and terrible creatures. So ihey stood at the outer 
gate of ihe fair-tressed goddess, and within they beard 
Grce singing in a sweet voice, as she fued to and fro befote 
tbe great web imperishable, such as is the handiwork of 
goddesses, fine of woof a.nd full of grace and splendour. 
Then Foliles, a leader of men, the dearest ta me and Ibe 
IniBtiest of all my company, first spake to them : 

' " Friends, forasmuch as ihere is one within that lares 
to and fro before a mighty web singing a sweet song, so 
that all the fioor of the hall makes echo, a goddess she i» 
Of a woman ; come quickly and cry aloud to her." 

'He spake the word and they cried aloud and called to 
her. And sCraighiway she came forth and opened the sbining 
doors and bade them in, and alt went with her in tibeli 
bcedlessness- But Kuiylochus tamed behind, for be guessed 
thai there was some trea.son. So she led them in and set 
them upon chairs and high seats, and made them a meas 
of cheese and harley-meal and yellow honey with Pramnian 
wine, and mixed harmful drugs wiUi the food lo make Utvui 
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utterly forget their OTTO country. Now when she had given 
tliem the cup and they had drunk it oS, presently she smote 
tbem with a wand, and in the styes of tlic swine she penned 
(bem. So they had the heaJ and voice, the bristles and the 
shape of swine, but their mind abode even as of old. Thus 
were they penned there weeping, ftnd CiKe Sung them acoms 
and mast and fruit of the coinel tree to eat, whereon wallow- 
ing swine do always batten. 

' Now Eurylochus came back to the swift black ship to 
bring tidings of his fellows, and of their unseemly doom. 
Not a word could he utter, for all his desire, so deeply 
smitten was he to the heart with grief, and his eyes were 
filled with tears and his sou] was fain of lamentation. But 
when we all had pressed him with our questions In amazemcnl, 
even then he told the fate of the remnant of our company. 

' " We went, as thou didst command, through llic coppic«, 
noble Odysseus : we found within the forest glades the fair 
balls, builded of polished slane, in a place witli wide pros- 
pccL And there was one that fared before a mighty web 
and sang a clear song, a goddess she was or a woman, 
and they cried aloud and called to her. And straightway 
she came forth, and opened the shining doors and bade 
tbem in, and they all went with her in their heedlessness. 
But I tarried behind, for I guessed that there was some 
treason. Then they vanished away one and all, nor diJ 
any of them appear again, though I sat long time watch* 

ing." 

' So spake he, whereon I cast about my shoulder my 
silver-studded swoid, a great blade of bronze, and slung my 
bow about mc and bade him lead me again by the way 
that he came. But be caught me with both hands, and by 
my knees he besought me, and bewailiag Lim spake to mc 
winged words : 



' " Lead me not ihitlier against my will, oh fosterling of 
Zeus, but leave mc here ! For well I know thou shall ibjrself 
return no more, nor bring a.ny one of all Ihy fellowship ; nay, 
let us flee the srrircer with those that be here, ior even )'et 
miy we escape the trvQ day." 

'On this wise he spake, but I answered him, saying: 
" Eurylochus, abide for thy part here in ihia place, eating 
itnd drinking by the black hollow Bhip : but I will go forth, 
for a strong constraint is laid on m*." 

'With ihnt 1 went up from the ship and the Bea-shore. 
But Id, when in my faring through the sacred glades I was 
now drawing near to ilic great hall of tlie encliaiiircss Circe, 
then did Hermes, of the golden wand, meet me as I ap- 
proached the house, in the likeness of a young man with 
the first down on his lip, the time when youih is most 
giacious. So he clasped my hand and spake and hailed 
me: 

'" Ah, hapless man, whilhcr away again, all alone through 
the wolds, thou that knowest not this country? And thy 
company yonder in the hall of Circe are penned in the guise 
of swine, in ihdr deep lairs abiding. Is it in ho|)c to free 
Ihera that thou art come hither i Nay, inethinks, thou thy- 
self shall never return but remain tliere witli the others. 
Come llien, I will redeem llicc from thy distress, and bring 
deliverance. Lo, take this herb of virtue, and go to the 
dwelling of Ciree, that it may keep from thy head the evil 
day. And I will tell ihee all the magic sleight of Circe. 
She will mix thee a potion and cast drugs into the mess; 
but not even so shall she be able lo enchant thee ; 80 helpful 
is this charmed herb lliat I shall give thee, and 1 will teU 
thee all. When it shall be thai Circe smites thee with her 
long wand, even then draw thou ihy sharp sword from thy 
thigh, and spring on her, as one eager to slay her. And 
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»Iic will shrink a^vay and be instant wiih thee to Ue with 
licr. Thcoccibrth distJaiQ not thou the bed of the goddess, 
that she may deliver thy company and kindly entertain thee. 
But command her to sw«ar a mighty oath by the blessed 
gods, that %ht will plan nought else of mischief to ihinc own 
hurt, lest she make thee a dastard and unmanned, when she 
liath thee naked." 

'Therewith the slayer of Aigoi gave me the plant tliat 
he had plucked from the ground, and he showed mc the 
growth thereof. It was black at Ihe root, but the flower 
was like to milk. Moly the gods call it, but it is hard 
for mortal men to dig; howbeit with the gods all things 
are possible. 

• Then Hermes departed toward high Olympus, up through 
the woodland isle, but as Tor me 1 held on my way to the 
house of Circe, and my heart was darkly troubled as I went. 
So I halted in the portab oF the fair-tressed goddess ; there 
I stood and called aloud and the goddess heard my voice, 
who presently csme forth and opened the shining doors 
and bade me in, and I went with her heavy at heart. So 
she led me in and set me on a chair with Etuds of Eilver, 
a goodly carves chair, and beneath was a footstool for the 
feet And she made me a potion in a golden cup, Uiat 
I might drink, and she also put 3 charm therein, in the evil 
counsel of ber heart. N'ow when she had given it and £ 
had drunk it off and was not bewitched, she smote me with 
her wand and spake and hailed me : 

'"Go thy way now to the stye, couch thee there with the 
rest of thy company." 

' So spake she, but I drew my sharp sword from my 
thigh and sprang upon Circe, as one eajer to slay her. 
Bat with a pfreat cry she slipped under, and clasped my 
ltn«es, and bewailing herself spake to me winged words : 



' " Who an thou of the sons of men, and whence t Vfhtn 
is Ihy city t Where are ttie^ that begat ihee i 1 man-el to 
sec how thou hast druiik of this chami, and wast nowise sub- 
dued. Nay, for there Iitcs no man else that is proof agunst 
this charm, whoso halb drunk tbcieof, ood once it bi.th 
passed his tips*. Bat thou hast, methinks, a mind within 
thee that may not be enchanted. Verily thon art Odysseus, 
ready at need, whom ]*e of tlie golden wand, the slayer of 
Argos, full often Cold me was to come hither, or his way 
from Troy with his swift black sliip. Nay oomc, put thy sword 
into the sheath, and thereafter let us go up into my bed, that 
meeting in love and sleep we may trust each the other." 

' So spake slie, bul I answered her, saying : " Nay, Circe, 
how canst (hou hid me be gende to thcc, who hast torocd 
my company into swine within thy halls, and holding mc 
licre tiith a guileful heart rcquirest me to pass uitJiin thy 
chamber and go up into thy bed, that so thou maycst make 
me a dastard and unmanned when thou hast me naked? 
Nay, never will I consent lo go up into thy bed, except 
Ihou wilt deign, goddess, to swear a mighty oath, thai thou 
wilt plan nought else of mischief to mmc own hurt" 

' So I epake, and she etr^ghtway swore the oath not to 
barm me, aa I bade her. But when site had sworn and bad 
done that oath, ibec u last I went up into the beautiful bed 
of Circe. 

' Now all this while her handmaids buaed them in the 
halla, four maidens that arc her serving women in the bouBc. 
They arc born of the wells and of the woods and of the holy 
rivers, that flow forward into tlie salt sea. Of these one cast 
upon the chairs goodly coverlets of purple above, and spread 
a linen cloth thereunder. And lo, another drew up olvcr 
tables to the chairs, and thereon set for them golden baskets. 
And a third mixed sweet honey-hearted wine in a silver bowl, 
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and set out ciipa of gold. And a rourth bare water, and 
kindled a great £re beneath the mighty cauldron. So the 
vrat«r waxed warm; but when it boil«d in the bright brasen 
vessel, she set me in a bath and bathed me wiUi water from 
eat a great cauldron, pouring it over head and shoulders, 
when she had mixed it 10 a pleasant warmth, till from my 
limbs she took away the co pium ing wc arinftas. Now alter [ 
sbs bad baihed me and anointed mc well with olive oil, and 
cast about me a fair mantle and a doublet, she led me into 
the halls and set me on a chair with studs of silver, a goodly 
carvcn chair, and bencadi was a footstool for the feet. And 
a handmaid bare water foe l)ic hands in a goodly golden 
cwcr, and poured it forth over a silver basin to wash withal ; 
and to my side she drew a polished table, and a grave dame 
bare wheaten bread and set it by me, and laid on the board 
many dainrics, giving freely of such things as she had by her. 
And she bade me eat, but my soul found no pleasure therein. 
I sat with other thoughts, and my heart had a boding of ill. 

* Now when Ciice saw that I sat ihus, and that I put not 
forth my bands to the meat, and tiiat 1 was mightily afilictetl, 
she drew near to me and spake to me winged words : 

' " Wherefore thus, Odysseus, dost thou sit there like a 
speechless man, consuming tliine own soul, and dost not 
touch meal nor drink ? Dost thou indeed deem there 13 some 
further guile i Nay, thou hast no cause to fear, for already 
I have sworn ihce a strong oath not to barm thee." 

'So spake she, but I answered her, saying; "Oh, Circe, 
what righteous man would have the heart to taste meat and 
drink ere he had redeemed bis company, and belicld them 
face to face? But if in good faith ihou biddest me eat and 
drink, llien let them go free, that mine eyes may behold my 
dear companions." 

• So I apakc, and Circe passed out through the hall with the 



wuid in her hand, and opened the doors of the stye, and 
diave tbcm forth in the shape of swine of nine seasons old. 
There ihey stood before her, and she went through their 
midst, and anointed each one of tliem with another charm. 
And lo. from tlieir limbs tJie bristles dropped away, whcre- 
wiih the venom had crcwhilc clothed them, that Indy Circe 
gave ibem. And thcjr became men again, j'ounger than 
before they were, and goodlier far, and taller to behold. 
And they all knew me again and each one took my hands, 
and «-istful was the lament that sank into their soqIs, and 
the toof around ran;; wondiously. And even the goddess 
herself was moved with compassion. 

'Tben standing nigh mc the fair godde$s spake unto me: 
"Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
(teviccE, depart now to thy swift ship and the sea-banks. 
And first of all, draw ye up the ship ashore, and bestow the 
goods in tlie caves and all the gear. And thyself retura 
again, and bring with thee thy dear cnmpanions" 

' So spake she, and my lordly epirit consented thereto. So 
I went on my wny to the swift ship and the sea-banlcs, and 
there I found ray dear company on the swift ship lamenltng 
piieously, shedding big tears. And as when calves of the 
horaeslead gather round the droves of kine that have re- 
turned to the yard, when they have bad thdr £11 of pasture, 
iind all wilh one accord frisk before them, and the folds may 
no more contain them, but witli a ceaseless lowing they skip 
about their dams, so fiocked ilicy all about me weeping, when 
their eyes beheld me. Yea, and to their spirit It was as 
though they had got to their dear country, and the very dt? 
of rugged Uhacft, where they were bom and reared. 

•Then making lament Ihey sp-oke to me winged words: 
" O fosterling of Zeus, we were none otherwise glad at thy 
reiuimng, ttun if we had come to Ithaca, our own country. 
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Kay come, of our other compa,Qioas teU us the lale of their 
niin." 

' So spake they, bat I answered tliem with soft words: 
" Qfihold. let U3 first of all draw up iho ship ashore, and 
bestow our goods in the caves and all otir ge^T. And do 
}'e bestir you, one and all, to go with me, that ye may see 
your fellows in the sicred dwelhitg of Circe, eating and 
drinking, for they have continual store." 

' So spake I, and at once they hearkened to my words, 
but Eurylochus alone would have holdcn all my companions, 
snd uttering hia voice he spake to them winged worUs : 

'"Wretched men ihnt we ate I whither are we goingf 
Why arc your hearts so set on sorrow tli.it yc should go 
down to tlie ball of Circe, who wiU surely change us all to 
swine, Or wolves, or lions, lo guard her great house pcr/orce, 
(iCCOKiing to the deeds that the Cyclops wrought, when 
certain of our company went lo his inmost fold, and wilh 
them went Odysseus, ever hardy, for through the blindness 
of his heart did they too perish?" 

' So spake he, but I mused in my heart whether to draw my 
long hanger from my stout thigh, and therewith smite off his 
bead and bring it lo ibe dust, albeit lie was very near of 
kin to me ; but the men of my company stayed uie on every 
side with soothing words: 

'"Prince of the seed of Zeus, as for this man, wc will 
Auffer bim, if thou wilt hav« it so, to abide here by the 
ship and guard the ship; but as for ub, be our guide to 
the sacred house of Circe." 

'So they spake and went up from the ship and the eea. 
Nay, nor yet was Euryiochus left by the boilow ship, but he 
went with U8, for he feared my terrible rebuke. 

' Meaawliilc Circe bathed the rest of my company in her 
halls with all care, and anointed ihem well with olivo oil ; 
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mi otst thick mantles and doublets about them. And 
we found Ihcni all feasting nobly in the hilU. And when 
they saw and knew each other face to face, they wept and 
moumed, and the house rang annrnd. Then she stood near 
me, that blr goddess, and spake saying : 

' " Son of Laertes, of llie seed of Zeus, Odyssena oT many 
devices, no more now wake tliis plenteous weeping: myselfl 
know of all tlie pains ye endured upon the teeming deep, and 
ihe great dcs^te done you by unkindly men upon the land. 
Nay come, cat ye meat and drink wine, till your spirit shall 
return to you ag^n, as it was when first ye left >'0Qr oiirn 
country of rugged Ithaca ; but now are ye wasted and wanting 
heart, mindful evermore of your sore wandering, nor has 
your heart ever been merry, for very grievous hath been 
trial." 
So spake she, and our lordly spirit consented thereto. 
So there we sat day by day for tlie full circle of a year, 
feoaling on abundant flesh and sweet wine. But wlien now 
a year had gone, and the seasons returned as tlte months 
waned, and the long days came in iheir course, then did 
my dear company call me forth, and say: 

•"Good sir, now is it high lime to mind thee of thy native 
land, if it is ordained that thoa shalt be sav«d, and come to 
thy lofty house and thine own country." 

•So spake they and my lordly spirit consented thereto. 
So for that time we $at the livelong day till the going down 
of the Bun, feasting on abundant flesh and sweet winc:. 
But when the sua sank and darkness came on, they laid 
them to rest throughout the shadowy halls. 

•But when 1 had gone up into the fair bed of Circ«, 
I besought her by her knees, and tlie goddess heard my 
speech, and uttering my voice I spake to her winged words: 
"Circe, fulfil for me the promise which thou madest me lo 




send me on my homeward way. Now is my spirit eager !o 
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and the spirit of 



compan/, inat wear away my 
beiTt as tbey mourn around me, when haply thou irt gone 
from us." 

' So spake I, and the fair g-oddess answered me anon : " Son 
■ of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, 
tarry ye now no longer in my house against your will; but firet 
must ye pctfonn another journey, and leacli the dwelling of 
Hades and of dread Persephone to seek to the spirit of 
Theban Teiresias, the blind soothsayer, whose wit3 abide 
fiteadfast. To him Persephone hath given judgment, even 
in death, that he alone should have understanding; but the 
other soub sweep shadow-like around." 

'Thus spake she, but as for me, my heart was hrolcco, 
and I wept as I sat upon the bed, and my soul had no more 
care to live and to see the sunlighL But when I had my fill 
of weeping and grovelling, llien at the last I answered and 
spake unto her sapng: "And who, Circe, will guide us 
on this way i for do mao ever yet sailed to bell in a black 
ship." 

'So spake I, and the fair goddess answered me anon; 
" Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
devices, nay, trouble not thyself for wa.nl of a guide, by thy 
sMp abiding, but set up tlie mast and spread abrond the 
white sails and sit thee down ; and the breeze of the North 
Wind will bear thy vessiel on her way. But when thou 
hast now sailed in thy ship across the stream Oceanus, 
vbere is a waste shore and the groves of Persephone, even 
tall poplar trees and willows that shed their fruit before 
the season, there beach thy ship by deep eddying Occanus, 
but go thyself to the dank house of Hades. Thereby into 
Acheron flows Pyriphlegethon, and Cocytus, a branch of 
the water of the Styx, and there is a rock, and the meeting 




of the two roaring vaters. So, hera, draw nigh thereto, 
M I commaQd thee, and dig a trench as it were a cubit 
ID length and brea.dib, and about it pour % drink-oiferiDg to 
siM ihe dead, first with mead and ihere;ifter with sweet wine, 
and for the third time with water, auid sprinkle white meai 
ihcieon; and entreat with many prayers the strengthkss 
heads of the dead, and proinise that on thy retarn to Ithaca 
thou wilt ofTer in thy halls a barren heifer, the best thou bast, 
and wilt £11 the pyre with treasure, and wilt sacrifice apart, 
lo Tcircsias alone, a black ram without spot, the fairest of 
your flock. Bat when thou hast with prayers made suppli- 
cation to the lordly nets of the dead, then offer up a ram 
and a black ewe, bending their beads towards Eicbtut and 
thyself turn thy back, with thy face set for tite sliore of tlie 
river. Then will many spirits come to thee oF the dead that 
be departed. Thereafter thou shall call to Ihy company and 
coQunacd them to 6ay the sheep whidi even now lie slain 
by the pitiless sword, and to cotiEumc them with fire, and 
to nnakti prayer to the gods, lo mij^hly Hades and to dread 
Persephone. And thyself draw the sharp sword from thy 
thigh and sit there, sufTeiing not the strcngtblcss beads of 
the dead to draw nigh to the blood, ere thou bast word of 
Tcire»as. Then the seer will come to thee quickly, leader 
of the people; he will surejy declare to thee the way and 
the measure of thy path, and as touching thy retoming, 
how thou mayst go over llie teaniiif deep." 

' So spake she, and anon came the golden throned Dawn. 
Then she put on me a mautli:: and a doublet for raiment, and 
the nymph clad herself in a great shining robe, hght of woof 
and gracioDS, and about her waist she cast a hit golden 
^idlc, and put a veil upon her head. But 1 passed through 
the halls and roused my men with smooth words, standing 
by each one in turn : 



oDvsssr X, 548-574. 



17J 



' " sleep ye now no more nor breathe sweet s!iimbcr ; but 
let us go on our way, for surely she hath shown mc all, the 
la.iy CSrec." 

* So spake I, and their lordly soul consented thereto. Yet 
even thence I led not my comp:iny safe away. There wis 
one, KIpenor, the youngest of us all, not very valiant in war 
neither steadfast in mind. He was lying apart from the rest 
of my men on the housetop of Circe's sacred dwelling, very 
£un of the cool air, as one heavy with wine. Now 'when be 
fceard the noise of the voices and of the feet of my fellows 
as ihey moved to and fro, he leaped up of a sudden and 
minded him not to descend again by the way of the tall 
ladder, but fell right down from the roof, and his neck was 
brokeQ from the bones of the spine, and bis spirit went 
down to the house of Hades. 

' Then 1 Bpake among my men as they went on their 
way, saying: "Ye deem now, I see, that ye are going to 
your own dear country; but Circe halb showed us another 
way, even to the dwelling of Hadca and of dread Perse- 
phone, to seek to tbe spirit of Theban Teiresias." 

' Even so I spake, but their heart within lliem was l>roken, 
and they sat them down even where they were, and made 
lament and tore llieir hair. Howbett no help came of their 
wcepng. 

'Bui as we were now wending sorrowful to the s^-ift 
ship and the sea-banks, shedding big tears, Circe meanwhile 
had gone ber ways and made fast a ram and a blaclt ewe by 
the dark ship, lightly passing us by : who ma,y behold a god 
agoin&t lus will, whclhei going to or hot' 
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' Nov vh«n we bad gone dovn to lti« eliip and to the 
sea, first of all we drew tlie ship unto the fur salt vratcr, 
and placed the mast and sails in the Hiek ship, nnd took 
those sheep and put ihcm thcrdn, and ourselves loo climbed 
on board, sorrowing, and shedding big tears. And in the 
wake of our dark-prowcd sliip she sent a Civouriag wind 
that filled the sails, a kindly escort, — even CSrc« of th« 
braided tresses, a dread goddess of human speech. And 
we set In order all the gear tbrouglioui the ship and sat us 
down ; and the wind and the helmsman guided our barque. 
And all Aiy long her sails were sttetclied in her seafaring ; 
and the sun sank and all the \vayB were darkened. 

'She came to the limits of the world, to the deep- 
flowing Oceanus. ^hece is the land and the city of the 
Cimmerians, shrouded in mist and cloud, and never docs the 
shining sun look donTi on them with his rays, neither when be 
climbs up the starry heavens, aor when agiUQ he turns earth- 
ward from the firmnment, but deadly night is outspre-TcI over 
niiseraUe morlalg) Thither we came and ran the ship ashore 
and look out tile slieep; but for our part we held on our 
way along the strenm of Oceanus, till we came to the place 
which Circe had declared to us. 

' There Perimedes and Eurylochus held the victims, bul I 
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drew mj' sharp sword from my thigli, and dug a pit, as it were 
a cubit in length and breadth, and about it poured a drink- 
ofTcring to all the dead, Srst vilh mead and thereafter with 
sweet wine, and for the third time with water. And I sprinkled 
white meal thereon, and entreated, with many prayers the 
strengthlcss heads of the dead, and promised that on my 
return to Ithaca I would offer in my lialls a barren heifer, 
Ihe best I had. and fi!! the pyre with treasure, and apart unto 
Teire&ias alone sacrifice a black ram inLhout spot, the furcst 
of m; flock. But when I had besought the tribes of the 
dead with vows and prayers, I look the eheep and cut their 
throats over the trench, and the dark blood (lowed forlh, 
and lo, the spirits of the dead [hat be departed gathered 
ihem from out of Erebus. Brides and youths unwed, and 
old men of many and evil days, and tender maidens with 
grief yet fresh at heart ; and many there were, wounded will) 
bfonre-shod spears, men slain in fight with their blootly mail 
about them. And these many ghosts flocked togetlicr from 
every side about the trench with a wondrous cry, and pale 
fear gat hold on me. Then did I speak to my company 
and command them to flay the sheep that lay slain by the 
pitiless sword, and lo consume them with Gre, and lo make 
prayer lo the gods, to mighty Hades and to dread Per- 
sephone, and myself 1 drew die sharp sword from my 
thigh and sat tljcre, suffering not the slrenglhless heads 
of the dead to draw nigh to (he blood,, ere I had word 
of Teiresiaj. 

* And first came the sool of Elpenor, my companion, iliat 
bad not yet been buried beneath the wide-wayed earth; 
for wc left the corpse behind us in the ball of Circe, unwept 
and unburicd, seeing that another task was instant on us. 
At the sight of him I wept and had compassion on him, and 
uttering my voice spake to him wirgeii words : " Elpenor, 



bow iiast thoa come bcnealh tlie darlioesi and the sha- 
dov? Thou hast come flc«ter oo foot than 1 ia my 
black ship." 

' So spake I, and with a moan he aaswered me, saying : 
" Son of Laertes, of ihe seed of Zeus, Odjrsseus of nuDjr 
devices, an evil doom of some god was my bane and wine 
OQl of measure. When I la.id tne dova on the house-top of 
Circe I minded me not to descend again by ibc way of iht tall 
ladder, but fell right down from the roof, and tny neck was 
broken off from the bones of the spine, and my ^irit went 
down to the house of Hade& And now I pray thee In Ihe 
name of those whom we left, who arc no more with as, thy 
wife, and thy sire who cherished ihee when as yet thou wert 
a liltle one, and Tclcmachus, whom Uiou didst leave in thy 
bails alone ; foraanuch as I know that on thy way hence from 
oiU the dwelling of Hades, thou wi1c stay thy wcU-wronght ship 
at the isle Aeaean, even then, my lord, I charge thee to think 
on me. Leave me not unwept and unbnricd as thou goest 
hence, nor lura thy back upon me, lest haply I bring on tbce 
tlie anger of the gods. Nay, burn me there with mine armour, 
all that is mine, and pile me a barrow on ihc shore of tlie 
grey sea, the grave of a luckless man, that even men nnbora 
may heat my stoiy. Fulfil me this and plant tipon the Imrrow 
mine oar, wherewith I rowed in the days of my life, while 
yet I wag among my fellows." 

•Even so he sp^ke, and 1 answered him saying: "AD 
this, luckless man, will I perform for thee and da" 

'Even so we twain were sitting holding' saii discourse, I 
on the one side, stretching forth my sword over the blood, 
while on the other side the ghost of my friend told all his 
tale. 

' Anon came np the soul of my mother dead, Anticlela, 
the daughter of Autolycu» the great-hearted, whom I left 



alive when I dcp&rted for eacrcd Uios. At th« sight or h«r 
I w«pt, and was moved wilh compassion, yet cvon so, for all 
my sore grief, I sulfered her not to draw nigh lo the blood, 
ere t had woid of Tcircsias. 

' Anon came the soul of Tbcban Teimias, wilh a golden 
sceptre in his hiLnd, and he knew me and spake unio me : 
*' Son of Lacries, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
devices, what seekest thou nmv, wretched mnn, wherefore 
hast thou left lUe sunlight and come hither lo behold the 
dead ajid a land desolate of joy? Nay, hold off from the 
ditch and draw back thy sharp sword, that I may drink of 
the blood and tcU thcc soolh." 

' So spake he and I pnt up my silvcr-Btodded sword into 
the sheatb, and when he had drunk the dark blood, even 
then did the noble seer speak unto me, saying : " Thou art 
asking of thy sweet remming, great Odysseus, but that will 
Ihc god make hard for thee ; for melhinks thou shah not pass 
unheeded by thcShakcrof the Earth, who hath laid up wrath 
in his heart against thee, for rage at the blinding of his dear 
SOIL Yet even so, through many troubles, ye may come 
home, if thou wilt reslrain thy spirit and ihe spirit of thy men 
Eo soon as thou shall bring ihy well-wrought ship nigh to 
the isle ThrinHcia, Bccing the sea of violet blue, when ye find 
the herds of Helios j;n2ing and his brave flocks, of Helios 
who overseeth all and ovcrhearcth all tilings. If ihou docsc 
these no hurt, being heedful of tliy return, so may yc yet 
reach Ithaca, albeit in evil case. But if thou hurtcst them, I fore- 
show ruin for thy ship and for iby men, and even though thou 
shall thyself escape, late shalt thou rclum in evil plight, with 
the loss of all thy company, on hoard the ship of strangers, 
and thou shalt Gnd sorrows in tliy house, even proud men 
that devour thy living, while they woo thy godlike wife and 
offer the gifts of wooing. Yet I tell ihce, on thy coming ihou 
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shalt avefi£« ibcir nolcnn. fi«t wben tboa hast slain 
wooen in ihy balls, wbether by guile, or openly with the edge 
or ihe sword, thereafief go Htj way, uking with tbee a shaped 
oar, till thoa shall txaas to such men as know not the sea, 
netiber nl meat savoured wttb salt; yea, uor faaVe ibejr 
fatoiriedge of ihip» of pnijOe cb«k, nor &bapen oars which 
serve for wings ta ships. And I will give ihee a most maiii* 
text token, whkb caanot escape thee. In the day when 
anodicr myhter shall meet ibee and sajr that thou hast a 
winnowiag fao on Uij stout stiouldcr, even then make fast 
thf sbapea oar to the earth a&d do goodi; sacrifice to the lord 
Poseidon, even wiib a tarn and a bull and a boar, the mate 
of Ewine, and depart for botne and oGTer holy hecatombs to 
the deathless gods that keep the wide heaven, to eadi in 
order doe. And fiom the sea shall thine own death come, 
the gentlest death that may be, which »baQ end thee forc- 
dooe with smooth old xge, and the folk shall dwell happily 
around tbee. This that I say is soolh." 

'So spake he, and I answered htm, saying: "Teiresias, 
all ihese threads, melhicks, the sods themselves bavr spun. 
But come, declare me this and plainly tell me all. I sec 
here the spirit of my mother dead; lo, she sits in aileooe 
near the blood, nnr deigns to look her son in the face dot 
speak to him 1 Tell me, piince, bow may she know me 
again that I am he?" 

* So spake I, and anon he answered me, and said : ** I will 
tell thee an easy saying, ami will put it in thy heart. 
Whomsoever of the dead that be departed ifaoti shall suffer 
to draw nigh to Uie blood, he shall tcU thee sooth ; but if 
tliou shalt gructge any, that one shall go to bis own place 
again." Therewith the spirit of the prince Tciresias went back 
within the house of Hades, when he had told all his cracks. 
But I abode there stead^stly, till my mother drew lugh sad 
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drank the dark blood ; and at once she knew me, and be- 
(railing herself spake lo me winged words : 

"•Dear child, how didst thou come beneath the dttikness 
the shadow, thou that art a Hving man"? Grievous U 
I'flie Bight of these things to the living, for between us and >'oa 
are grew riveis and dKadfuI streams ; first, Occanus, which 
can no wise be crossed on foot, but only if one have a well- 
wtouglu ship. Art ihou but now come liithcr with thy ship and 
thy company in thy long wanderings from Troy? and ha.U 
Lhounotyct reached Ithaca, nor seen ihywife in thy haUs?" 

'Even 30 she spake, and I answered her, and said; "O my 
mother, necessity was on me to come down to the house of 
Uades to seek to tlic spirit of Thcban Teiresias. For not 
yet have I drawn near to the Achaean shore, nor yet have I 
set foot on mine own country, but have been wandering ever- 
more in aSiction, from the day that Erst I went with goodly 
Agamemnon to Uios of the fair steeds, to do battle with tlie 
Trojans, But come, declare me this and plainiy tell it a.!I. 
What doom overcame thee of death that lays men at their 
length? Was it a slow diseaBe, or did Artemis the archer 
slay thee with the visitation of her gentle shafts? And tell 
mc of my father and my son, that 1 left behind mc; doth 
my honour yet abide with them, or hath another ahcady 
taken iu while tliey say that I shall come home do more ? 
And tell me of my wedded wife, of het counsel and her 
purpose, doth elie abide with her son and keep all secure 
or hath the already wedded the best of the Acliaeans i " 

*£ven so I spake, and anon my lady mother answered 
roe: "Yea verily, she abideth with eteadfasl spirit in thy 
hatla; and wearily for her the nights wane always and 
the days in shedding of tears. But the fair honour that is 
thine no man hath yet taken ; but Telemachus slis at peace 
on his demesne, and feasts at equal banquets, whereof it is 
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meet that a judge jiaitake, for all men bid htm to tbar 
hoti£«. And ihy father abides (here in the field, and goei 
not down to the town, nor lies he on beddiog or rugs or 
ihining blankets, but all the winter he sleeps, where sleep 
the thnills in the house, in the ashes by the Bre. and is 
clad in sorry raiment, Dul when the summer comes and 
the rid) harvest-tide, his beds of fallen leaves are stretra 
lowly all about the knoll of liis vineyard ploL There he 
lies soiTOwing and nurses his mighty grief, for long desire 
of thy return, and old age wthal comes heavy npon him. 
Yea and even so did I too perish and meet my doom. It 
yns not the archer goddegs of the keen sight, who slew me la 
my halls with the visitation of her gentle shai^, nor did 
ail/ tfckncss come upon me, such as chicQy with a Bad 
wasting draws the spirit from the limbs; nay, it was my gore 
longing for ihcc, and for thy coonseb, great Odysseus, and 
for thy loving-kindness, that reft me of sweet life." 

' So spake she, and I mused in my heart and wootd 
fain have embraced the spirit of my mother dead. Thrice 
I sprang towards her, and was minded to embrace her; 
lliricc she llittcd from my hands as a shadow or even as 
a dream, and grief wased ever the sharper at my heart 
And uttering my voice I spake to her winged words: 

' " Mother mine, wherefore dost thou not abide me who 
am eager to clasp thee, thai even in Hades we twain may 
cast our arms each about the other, and have our M of 
chill lamcQi? Is this but a phantom that the high goddess 
Persephone hath sent me, to the end that I may groan for 
more exceeding sorrow ? " 

' So spake I, and my lady mother answered me anon : "Ah 
me, my child, of all men most ill-fated, Persephone, the 
daughter of Zeus, doth in no wise deceive ihee, but even on 
this wise it is with mortals when they die. For the sinews no 
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more bind together the flesb and the bones, but (he great Torcc 
of burning; fire aboliibes these, sq soon as the life hath left the 
white bones, and the spirit like a dream flics forth and hover* 
near. But haste with all thine heart toward ihe sunlight, and 
mark all lliis, that even hereailer thou mayest tell it to thy wife." 

' Thus we twain held discourse together ; and lo, the 
women came up, for the high goddess Persephone sent 
them forlli, all Lhey that had b«ea tlic wives aitd daughters 
of mighty men. And they gathered and floctced about th« 
black blood, and I IooIe counsel how I might question them 
each one. And ibis was the counsel that showed best in 
my sighL I drew my long banger from my stalwart thigb, 
and suffered Ibem not all at one time lo dritik of the dark 
blocd. So they drew nigh one by one, and each declared 
her lineage, and I made question of all. 

' Then veriiy did 1 first see Tyro, sprung of a noble 
sire, wbo said that she was the child of noble Salmoneus, 
and declared herself the wife of Creiheus, son of Aeolus. 
She loved a river, the divine Enipens, far the fairest of the 
floods thitt run upon the earth, and she would resort 
to Uie fair streams of Enipeus. And it came to pass that 
the girdler of the world, the Earth-shaker, put on the shape 
of the god, and lay by the lady at the mouths of the whirling 
Itrcam. Then the dark wave stood around them like a 
biil-sidc bowed, and hid tlie god and the mortal woman. 
And be undid her nmden girdle, and shed a slumber over 
her. Now when the god had done the work of love, be 
clasped her hand and spake and bailed her : 

*•• Woman, be glad in ouf love, and when the year comes 

id thou shalt give birth to glorious children, — for not 

eak arc the embraces of the gods, — and do thou keep and 

cherish them. And now go home and hold ihy peace, and 

U it Dot : but behold, 1 am Poseidon, Bhaker of the earth." 
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'Therewith he plunged beneuh the hesving deep. Ai 
rf»e conceived and bare P«lias and Ndcus. who bolh 
to be mig:hty men, servants of Zcas. Pelias dwelt lo wide 
lokos, and n-as rich in flocks; and that other abode ia_ 
sandy Pylos. And the queen or women bare ytx other sonsfl 
to Crctheus, even Aeson and Pheres and Amythaon, whose ~ 
jo/ was in chariots. 

'And after her I saw Antiopc, daughter ofAsdpus, andhet 
boast was tliat she had slept even in the arms of Zcas. and 
she bare two sons, Amphion and Zethns, who founded first ^ 
the jriaoe of seven-gated Thebes, and they made oi* it %U 
fenced city, for they might not dwell in spacious Thebes 
unfenced, for all their valiancy. 

' Next to her I saw Alcmcnc, wife of Amphitryon, who lay 
in the arms of mighty Zeus, and bare Heracles of the lion- 
heart, steadfast la the fight. And I saw Mcgara, daughter of 
Creon, haughty of heart, whom the strong aud tireless son 
of Amphitryon had to wife. 

'And I saw the molhei of Oedipodes, fair EjJcaete , who 
wrought a dread deed unwittingly, being wedded to her own 
son, and he that had slain his Own (kther wedded her, and 
straightway the gods made thes* things linown to men. Yet 
he abode in pain in pleasant Thebes, ruling the Cadmaeans, 
by rcaEion of the deadly counsels of the gods. Bat she went 
down to tlic house of Had^. the mighty warder ; yea, she 
tied a noose from the high beam aloft, being fast holden 
in sorrow ; while -for him &he left pains behind full many, 
even all that the Avengers of a mother bring to pass. 

'And I saw lovely Chloris, whom Neleus wedded on S 
time for her beauiy, and brought gifts of wooing past number. 
She was tlic youngest daugiiter of .^nlphio^, son of lasus. 
who once ruled mightily in Minyan Orchomenus. And she 
was queen of Pylos, and bare glorious children to bcr lord, 
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Ne&tor and Chromius, and princely FericlymenQs, and statelj^ 
Pcro loo, the wonder of all men. All ihal dwelt around 
were her wooers ; but Neleua would not give her, save to him 
who should drive off from PhyUce the kin* of mighty 
Iphicles, with shambling gait and broad of brow, hard cattle 
to drive. And none but the noltle seer* tool; in hand to 
drive them ; but a grievous fate from the gods fettered him, 
even hard bonds and the herdsmen of the wild. But when 
at length the months and days wcic heing fulfilled, as the 
year returned upon his course, and the seasons came round, 
then did mighty Iphiclea set him free, when he had Epokea 
out all the cracks ; and herein was the counsel of Zeus 
being accomplished. 

'And I saw Lcdc, the famous bed-fellow of Tyndareus, 
wbo bare to Tyndareua two 8on3, hardy of heart, Castor 
tarocr of steeds, and Tolydeucea the boxer. These twain 
jet liv^ bot the quickening earth is over them ; and even 
In the neiher world they have honour at the hand of Zeus. 
And they possess their life in turn, living one day and dying 
the next, and they have gotten worship even as the gods. 

' And after her I beheld Iphimedeia, bed-fellow of Alocus, 
who said that she had lain with Poseidon, and she bare 
children twain, but short of hfe were they, godlike Otus and 
&r-famed Ephialtes. Now these were the tallest men that 
earth, the graingiver, ever reared, and far the goodliest after 
the renowned Orion. At nine seasons old Ihcy were of 
breadth nine cubits, and nine fathoms tn bei£:ht. They it 
was who threatened to raise even against the immortals in 
Olympus the din of stormy war. They strove to pile Ossa 
on Olympus, and on Ossa Pelion with the trembling forest 
Iea\«s, that there might he a pathway to the sky. Yea, 
and they wotild have accomplished it, had ihcy reached the 



full measore of manhood. Bui the bod of Zeus, whom Leto 
of the fur locbs bare, destroyed the twain, ere the dovn 
had bloomed beneath tlicir temples, and darkened tbcir 
chins with the bk>ssom of youth. 

' And Phaedra and Procris I saw, and feir Ariadne, the 
rlau^hlcr of -wizard Minos, whom Theseus on a time iras 
bearing from Crete to the hill of sacred Athens, yet had 
he no joy of her; for Artemis slew her ere that in sea-g^rt 
Dia, by reason of the witness of Dionysus. 

'And Maera and Ctymcnc I saw. and liatcfol Eriphjle, 
who took fine gold for the price of her dear lord's life. 
But I cannot tell or name all the wives and daughters o( 
the heroes that I saw ; ere that, the immortal night woold 
wane. Nay, it is even now time to sleep, whether I go to 
the swifc ship to my company or abide here: and for 
ray convoy yoii and the gods will care/ 

So spake he, and dead silence fell on all, and they were 
GpcU-bound throughout the shadowy halls. Then Arete of the 
white arms first spike among them : ' Fhneacians, what thinic 
yoa of this man for comeliness and stature, and within for 
wisdom of heart ? Moreover he is my guest, though eveiy 
one of you halh his share in this honour. Wherefore baste 
not to send him hence, and stint not these your gifts for one 
that stands in such sore need of them ; for ye have mncb 
treasure stored in your halls by the grace of the gods." 

Then too spake among them the old man, lord EcbeneM, 
that was an cider among the Phaeacians: 'Friends, behold, 
the speech of our wise queen is not wide of the mark, nor far 
from our deeming, so hearken ye thereto. But on Alcinou) 
here both word and work depend.' 

Then Alcinous made answer, and spake unto him : ' Yea, 
the word that she halh spoken shall hold, If indeed I am 
yet to live and beat rule among the Phaeacians, maslci-s of 
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f»1ter. Howbcit let the stranger, for all his craving to 
Ktuni, Dcvcrlbclcss endure to abide nntil th« morrow, till 1 
make op the full meaBurc of the gift ; and men shall care for 
his convoy, all men, but I in chief, for mine is the lordship 
in the land.* 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered Hm, siylng: 
'My lord Alcinous, moat notable of all lite people, if yc 
bode me tarry here even for a year, and would speed m/ 
convoy and give me splendid gifts, even that I would choose ; 
and belter would it be for me to come with si fuller band 
to mine own dear country, so should I get more love unci 
worship in the eyes of all men, whoso should see me afler 
I was returned to Ithaca.' 

And Alcinous answered him, saying: 'Odysseus, in no 
wise do we deem thee, we that look on thcc, to be a knave or 
a dieat, even as ihe d;irk earth rears many such broadcast, 
fosbioning lies whence none can even see his way therein. 
But beau^ crowns itiy words, and wisdom is within thee ; and 
thy tale, as when a minstrel sings, thou hast told with skill, the 
weary woes of all the Argives and of thine own self. But 
come, declfire me this and plainly tell it alt. Didst ihou see 
any of thy godlike company who went up at the same lime 
with thee to Hios and there met their doom ? Behold, the 
night is of great length, unspeakable, and tlic time for sleep 
In the hall is not yet; tell nie tlierefore of those wondrous 
deeds. I could abide even til! the bright dawn, eo long as 
thoa couldsc endure to rehearse me these woes of thine iu 
the hall.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him, saying: 
*My lord Alcinous, most notable of all the people, there is a 
time for many words and there is a time for sleep. But if 
thou art eager stilt to Ustcli, I would not for my part grudge 
to tell thee of other things more pitiful sUU, even the woes of 



my comrades, those thai peiUbed afterward, for they had es- 
caped vith their 11%'cs from the dread wai-cry of ihe Trojans, 
but perished in returning far tbc will of ao evl woman. 

' Now when holy Pers<phot>c had scattered this way and 
that the spirits of the women folk, thcTcafl«r came the sou) 
of Agamemnon, son of Alrens, sorrowing; and rotuid him 
others were gatJiered, the ghosts of them who had died with 
htm in the house of Acgisthus and met their doom. And he 
knew me etraightway when he bad dmnk the dark blood, yea, 
and he wept aloud, and shed big (ears as he stretched forth 
his hands in his toiigrin^ to reach me. But it might ttot be, 
for he had now no stciidfiLSt sLrcn^ Dor power at bU in 
moving, sucli as was aforetime 'm his supple limbs. 

' At the sight of him I vept and was moved with com- 
passion, and uttering my voice, spake to him winged words: 
" Most renovrned son of Atreus, Agamemnon, king of men, 
say what doom overcome thee of death Lltat Jays men at 
their length? Did Poseidon smite Ihcc in thy ships, raisiag 
the dolorous blast of contr^cy winds, or did unfriendly men 
do thee hurt upon the land, whilst ihou wert cutting off their 
oxen and fair flocks of sheep, or fighting to win a dty and 
the women thereof?" 

' So spake I, and straightway he answered, and said unto 
me : ** Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
devices, it was not Poseidon that smote me in my ships, and 
raised the dolorous blast of contrary winds, nor did unfriendly 
men do mc hurt upon the land, hut Aegisthus it was that 
wrought me death and doom and slew me, with the aid of 
my accursed wife, as one slays an ox at the stall, after he had 
bidden me to his house, and entertained rae at a feast Even 
so I died by a death most pitiful, and round me my company 
likewise were slain without ceasing, like swine with glittering 
tusks which arc slauglitered in the house of a rich and mighty 



man, -wheiher a! a wedding- banquet w a joint-feast or a rich 
clan-drinking-. Ere now hast thou been at the slaying of 
many a man, killed in single fight or in strong balUc, yet 
tliou wouldst have sorrowed the most %l this sight, liow we 
lay in the hall round the mixing-bov,! and the laden boardn, 
and the floor all ran with blood. And most pitiful of all that 
I henrd was the voice of the da.ughter of FiJam, of Cassandra, 
whom hard by me the crafty Clytemnesira slew. Then I 
stiove to laise my hands as I was dying upon the sword, btit to 
earth they fell. And that shameless one turned hci back upon 
me^ and had not the heart to draw do%Yn my eyelids with her 
fingers nor to close my mouth. So surely is there nought more 
terrible and shameless than a woman who imagines such evil in 
her heart, even as she too planned a foul deed, fashioning death 
for her wedded lord. Verily I had thought to come home most 
welcome to my children and my thralls ; but she, out of the 
depth of her e^■il knowledge, hath shed shame on hereelfand on 
all womankind, which shall be for ever, even on the upright* 

'Even so he spal;e, but i answered him, saying: "Lo 
now, in very ioolh, hath Zeus of the far-bome voice wreaked 
woodrous hatred on the seed of Atreus through the counsels 
of woman from of old. For Helen's sake so many of us 
perished, and now Clylemnestra hath practised treason 
{gainst ihee, while yet thou wast afar off." 

*£ven so I spake, and anon he answered me, saying: 
"Wherefore do thou too, never henceforth be soft even to 
thy wife, neither show her all the counsel that thou knoweat, 
but a part declare and let part be hid. Yet shalt not thou, 
Odysseus, find death nt the hand of thy -wife, for she is very 
discreet and prudent in all her ways, the wise Penelope, 
daughtei of Icarios. Verily we left her a bride new wed 
when we went to the war, and a child was at her breast, who 
now, tnelhinks, 3il3 in the ranks of men, happy in hia lot, for 



his dear falhcr shall behold him oa his comicg, and he shall 
embrace his site is is meet. But as for my wife, she suffered 
mc not so much n.s to have tny (ill of gaxing on my son; ere 
that she slew me, even her lord. And yet another thing will 
I tcU ihce, and do thou ponder It in thy heart. Put thy ship 
to iftnd in secret, and not openly, on the shore of thy dear 
country ; for there is no moic Taitfa in woman. But come, 
declare me this and plainly tell it all, if haply yc hear of my 
son as yet living, cither, it may be, in Orchomenus or in 
sandy Tylos, or perchance with Mcnclans in wide Sparia, for 
goodly Orestes hath not yet pcilslicd on the earth." 

•Even so he spike, hut I answered him, saying: "Son 
of Atrcus, wherefore dost thou a.sk mc straitly of these 
thin^? Nay I know not at all, whether he be alive or 
dead ; it is ill to speak vords light as wind." 

•Thua wc twain slood sorrowing, holding sad disconrse, 
while the big tears fell Hi&t: and therewilhal came the soul of 
Achilles, son ofPclcus, and of Pairoclua and of noble Anti- 
Indius and of Aias, who in face and form was goodliest of 
al! the DaDaa.ns, after the noble son of Feleus. And the spirit 
of the son of Aeacus, fleet of foot, knew me again, and 
making lament spake to mc winged woids : 

' " Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
devices, man overbold, what new deed and hardier than this 
wilt thou devise in thy heart ? How dural thou come down 
10 the house of Hades, where dwell the senEcIess dead, the 
phanioms of men onlworn i " 

' So he spake, but I answered him ! * Achilles, son 0/ 
Peleus, mightiest far of the Achaeans, I am come hither to 
seek to Teireaias, if be may tell mc any counsel, bow I may 
come to nigged Ithaca. For not yet have I come nigh the 
Achaean land, nor set foot on mine own soil, hut am still in 
evil case ; while as for ttiee, Achilles, none otlicr tlian ifanu 
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wist heretofore the most blessed of men, nor shall any bo 
hereafter. For of old, in the days of ihy life, wc Argivcs 
gave thee one honour with the gods, and now thou art a great 
prince here among the dead. Wherefore let not thy death be 
any grief to thee, AcSiilles." 

' Even 80 I spake, and he straightwaj' answered me, and 
said : " Nay, speal: not comforiably to me of death, oh great 
Odysseas. Rather would I live on ground * as the hireiing 
of another, with a landless man who had no great livelihood, 
than bear sway among all the dead that be departed. Hut 
come, tell me tidings of that lordly son of mine — did he follow 
to tbe war to be a leader or not f And tell me of noble Pelcus, 
if tboa hast heard aught^ — is he yet held in worship among llie 
Mynnidons, or do they dishonour him from HcUas to Plilliia, 
for that old age binds him hand and foot? For I am no 
longer bis champion undei the euq, bo mighty a man as once 
I was, when in wide Troy I slew the best of the host, and suc- 
coured (he Argives. Ah ! could [ but come for an hour to 
my fatlicr's house as then I was, so would I make my might 
and hands invincible, to be hateful to many an one of those 
who do him despite and keep him from his honour." 

' Even so he spake, but I answered him saying: "As for 
noble PeteuB, verily I have beard nought of him; but con- 
cerning thy dear son Neoplolemus, 1 will tell thee all the truth, 
according to Ihy word. It was I that led him up out of Scyroa 
ia my good hoIJow ship, in the wake of the goodly-greaved 
Achacans. Now oft as we took counsel around Troy town, 
he was ever the first to speslt, and no word missed the mark; 
the godlike Nesior and I alone surpassed him. But when- 
soever wc Achacans did bailie on the plain of Tioy, ho 



* t^forfni aeaCiS to ineuL ' upon ihe eartli,' ' above ^[round,' nt oppoitec] 
to tbe dead who on bcbw, rsl-hit ib^in ' boubil to ttic soil,' in which mdm 
tniMt cotumcauton Utkc it. 



never tarried behind in lh« throng or the press of men, but 
r^n out far before us all, yielding to none in that might of 
his. And many men he &!cw in warfare dread ; but [ could 
not tell of all or name their names, even all the host he s1«w 
in succouring the Argives; bat, ah, how he smote willi the 
sword that son of Telephus, the hero Eurj-pylus, and manj* 
Oteians* of his company were slain around him, by reason 
of a woman's bribe. He truly was the comeltcst man that ever 
I aaw, next to goodly Mcmnon. And again when we, the best 
of the Argives, were about to go down into the hone which 
Epeus wrought, and the charge of all was laid on me, both 
to open the door of our good ambush and to shut the same, 
then did the other princes and counsellors of ihe Danaana 
wipe away the tears, and the limbs of each one trembled 
beneath him, but never once did I see thy eon's fair face wax 
pile, nor did he 'wipe the tears from his cheeks : but he be- 
sought me of^en to let him go forth from the horse, and kept 
handling his sword-hilt, and his heavy bronze-shod spestr, and 
he was set on mischief against the Trojans. But after ve had 
sacked the steep city of Priam, he embarked irascalhed with 
his share of the spoil, and with a noble prise ; he was not 
smitten with the sharp spear, and got no wound in close 
fight: and many such chances there be in war, for Arcs 
lageth confusedly." 

' So I spake, and the spirit of ilie son of Aeacts, (le« of 
foot, passed with great strides along the mead of asphodel, 
rejoicing in that I hod told him of his son's renown. 

'But io, other spirits of the dead that be departed stood 
sorrowing, and each one asked of those that were dear to 
them. The soul of Aias son of Telamon, alone stood 
apart being stiil angry for the victory wherein I prevailed 
against him, In tlie suit by the ships concerning tlie arms of 

* See Lenonaaat, Premieres Chiluatigiu, rol. I. p, fl8^ 




Achin«s, Uiftt his lady mother had set for a prize ; and tl)« 
sons of the Trojans made award and Falbs Albenc. Would 
Uut I bad never prevailed and won such a prize I So goodl]> 
a bead hath the earth closed over, Tur the sake of those anns, 
even over Aias, who in beauty and in feats of war was of a 
mould a.bove all the other Danaang, next to tiie noble &on of 
Peleus. To him then I spake so/Ely, saying:: 

• " Aias, son of noble Telamon, 60 art thou not even in 
death to forget thy wrath against me, by reason of those arms 
accursed, which the gods set to be the banc of the Argives f 
What a lower of strength fell in thy fall, and wo Achacans 
cease not to sorrow for thee, even as for the life of Achilles, 
son of Fclcual Nay, there is none other to blame, tnit Zeus, 
vho batb borne wondrous hate to the army of the Danaan 
spcarsmcn, and laid on Ihee ihy doom. Nay, come hither, 
my lord, tliat thou maycat hear my word and ray speech ; 
master thy wrath and thy proud spirit." 

' So I spake, but he answ ered me not a word and passed 
to Erebus after tlio otlicr spiiits of the dead thai be de- 
parted. Even then, despite his anger, ■would he have spoken 
to me or I to iiiin, but my heart within me was minded 
to sec the spitits of tliosc others that were departed. 

' There then I saw Minos, glorious son of Zeus, wielding 
a g:olden sceptre, giving sentence from his throne to the dead, 
while ihcy sat and stood around the prince, asking bis dooms 
through the wide-gated house of Hades. 

* And after him I marked the mighty Orion driving the wild 
beasts together over llie mead of asphodel, the very beasts 
ibat himself had slain on the lonely hills, with a strong mncc 
all of bronze in his hands *, that is ever unbroken. 

'And I saw Tityos, son of renowned Earth, lying on a 

• Ixm Ib iVitt i^miniu »gira with ofirii in 574. tnii ihit U merely hj 
Rltnciicn. tot io ictkb ll ctibn not to ilie living man, but to liii phnntoni. 



levelled grounJ, and he covered nine roods fts he hf, and 
vultures ivrain beset him on« on either side, and gnawed at 
his liver, piercing e\-en to the caul, but he dravc (hem not 
away witii his hands. For be had dealt violently with Leio, 
the lamous bedfetlow oi Zeus, as she vent up to Pyiho 
through the fnir lawns of Panopeus. 

' Moreover 1 beheld Tantalus in grievous torment, stand- 
ing in a mere and the water cftme nigh unto his chin. And 
he stood straining as one aihirst, bat he might cat attain to 
the water to drink of it. For often as that old man stooped 
down in his eagerness to drink, so often the water was swa1> 
lowed up and it vanished away, <md the black earth still 
showed at liis Teet, for some god parched it evermore. And 
tall trees flowering shed their fruit overhead, pears and pome- 
granates and apple trees with bright froit, and sweet figs and 
olives in their bloom, whereat when that old man reached 
out his hands to clutch them, the wind would toss tbcm to 
the shadowy clouils. 

' Yea and I beheld Sisyphus in strong torment, grasping 
a monstrous stone with both Iiig hands. He was pret-sing 
thereat with hands and feet, and trying to roll the stone 
ujiwaid toward the brow of the hilL Dut ofl as he vaa about 
to hurl it over the top, the weight would drive him back, so 
once again to the plain rolled the stone, the shameless thing. 
And he once more kept heaving and straining, and the sweat 
the while va.5 pouting down his limbs, and the dust rose 
upwards from his head. 

• And after him I desciied the mighty Heracles, his phan- 
rtom, I say ; but as for himself he hath joy at the banquet 
among the deathlcas gods, and hath to wife Hebe of tlie fair 
ankles, child ofgrcatZcus, and ofHcreof the golden sandals. 
And all about him there was a clamour of the dead, as it were 
fowls flying every way in fear, and he Uke black Night, with 



bow uncased, and sliafl upon the string, fiercely glancing 
orotuid, iike one ia tli« act to shoot. And about his bieut 
was an vxfal tielt, a baldric of gotd, whereon wondrous 
ibings were wrought, bears and wild boars and lions with 
flashing eyes, and strife aitd baules and slaughters and mur- 
ders of men. Nay, now that he hath fashioned [his, never 
another may be fa£hion, whoso stored in his craft the device 
of that belt I And anon he knew mc when his eyes beheld 
me, and making lament he spake unto me winged words : 

• " Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
devices : ah 1 wretched one, dost thou too lead such a life of 
evil doom, as I endured beneath the rays of the sun ? I was 
tbe con of Zeus Cronion, yet had I trouble beyond measure, 
for I was subdued unto a man far worse than I. And he 
enjoined on me hard adventures, yea and on a lime he sent 
me hither to bring back the hound of hell ; for he devised no 
harder task for me than this. I lifted the hound and brought 
him forth from out of the house of Hades ; and Hermes sped 
ine on my way and the grey-eyed Athene," 

'Therewith he departed again into the house of Hades, 
but I abode lliere still, if perchance some one of the hero 
folk besides might come, who died m old lime. Yea and I 
should have seen the men of old, whom I was fain (o look 
on, Theseus and Peirithous, renowned children of the gods. 
But ere that might be the myriad tribes of the dead thronged 
ap together with wondrous clamour : and pale fear gat hold 
of me, lest the high goddess Persephone should send me the 
head oftlic Gorgon, that dread monster, from out of Hades. 

• Straightway then I went lo the ship, and bade my men 
nioant the vessel, and loose the hawsers. So speedily Ihcy 
■went on board, and sat upon the benches. And the wave of 
the flood bore the barque down ihc Btream of Oceanus, we 
lowing first, and afterwards the fair wind was our convoy. 
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Odjrsaeiu, Us pussga Vrf tha Sirens, and fay Scflla and Ovujb^ti, 
Tta aatttfca commliwd by his men in the isle Thrinacii Tlie dcsttuo* 
IloD of fait tUpi utd men. How be awam od a jilaDk nine dayt ic^ibtft 
*ad eune 10 Og^giM, when he lUycd seven yeus with QUypu. 



'Now ofler the ship bad left the stream of the riva 
Occanu!, and was come to the wave of the wide sea, and the 
kle Acacan, whcie Is the dwelling place of early Dawn and 
her dancing grounds, and the land of sunrising, upon our 
coming thither ivc beached the ship in the sand, and our- 
selves too slept ashore on Ihc sea beach. There we fell on 
sound sleep and awaited the bright Dawn, 

' So soon as early Diwn shone forth, the rosy-fin*cred, I 
sent forlh my fellows to the house of Circe to fetch ihe body 
of the dead Elpenor. And speedily we cut billets of wood 
and sadly we buried him, where tlie furthest headland runs 
out into the sea, shedding big (ears. But when Ihc dead 
man was burned and tlie arms of the dead, we piled a barrow 
and dragged up thereon a pillar, and on the topmost mound 
wc set the shapen oar. 

' Now all that lasli we finished, and our coming from out 
of Hades was not unknown lo Circe, but she arrayed herself 
and speedily drew nigh, and her handmaids with her bare 
llcsh and bread in plenty and dark red wine. And the fm 
goddess stood in the midst and spake in our ears, saying: 

'"Men overbold, who have gone alive into the house of 
Hades, to Vuow death twice, while all men cU« die once for 



all. Nay come, eat >e meat and drink wine here all day 
long; and with Ihe breaking of llic diy ye sliall set sail, and 
Rijfseir I will show ycm the path and declare each thing, that 
ye may not sufTer pain or hurt through any grievous ilU 
contrivance by sea or on the land." 

* So spake she, and our lordly souls consented tbeirto. 
Thus for that time we aat the livelong day, until the goinsr 
down of the &an, feasting on abundant Ficsh and on sweet 
wine. Now whi-n the sun sank and darknesB came on., niy 
company laid them lo rest by the hawsers of the ship. Then 
she look me by ihc hand and led mc apart (Vom my dear 
company, and made me to sit dawn and laid herself at my 
feet, and asked oU my tale. And I told her all in oilier duly. 
Then at the last the lady Circe spake unto me, saying ; 

' " Even so, now all these things have an end ; do thou 
then hearken even as I tell thee, and the god liitnselF shall 
bring it back to thy mind. To the Sirens first shatt thou 
come, who bewitch all men, whosoever shall come to them. 
Whoso 'draws nigh them anw-ittingly and hears the sound of. 
the Sirens' voice, nerer doth he see wife or babes stand by 
him on his retui n, nor have they joy at his coming ; but 
the Sirens enchant him with their clear song, sitting in the 
meadow, and all about is a great heap of bones of men, coi^ 
nipt in death, and round the Iioites the skin is wasting. Bat 
do thou drive thy ship pa^c, and knead honey-eweet wax, 
and anoint therewith the ears of thy company, lest any 
of ibe test hear the song; but if Ibou thyself art minded 
10 bear, let them bind thee in the swift ship hand and foot, 
upright in the mast-sicad, and from the mast let rope-ends 
be tied, that with delight thou maytst hear the voice of 
(he Sirenfi. And if thou shalt beseech thy company and 
bid them to loose thee, then let them bind thee uith yei 
more bonds. But when ihy friends have driven thy ship 
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past these, I will not tdl thee rtiUj- which path shall th«nce* 
forth be thine, but do ibou thyself consider it, and I will 
speak to thee of either waj. On the one side there »c 
bwtling rodcs, and against them the great wave roars of 
d»rk-eyed Amphitrite. Tliete, ye must know, are they the 
blessed gods rail the Rocks Waiideriug. By tliis way even 
winged ihinps may never pass, nay, not even the cowering 
dovca that bear ambrosia to Father Zcua, but the sheer 
rock evennore takes away ore even of these, and the 
Father sends in another to moke up the tale. Thetebf 
no ship of men ever escapes that comes thither, but the 
planks of &hips and the bodies of men confoscdly an 
tossed by the waves of the sea and ihe storms of niinons 
fire. One ship only of all that tare by sea hath passed that 
way, even Argo, that is in all tiien's minds, on her voyage 
from ^etes. And even her the wave would lightly have 
cast there upon the mighty rocks, but Here tent Iter by for 
love of Jason. 

* " On the other part are two rocks, whereof the one 
reaches with sharp peak to the wide heaven, and a daric 
cloud encompasses it; ttiis nev^r streams awR.y, nnd there is 
no clear air about the peak neiltier in summer nor in harvest 
tide. No mortal man may scale it or set foot thereon, not 
though he bad twenty hands and fceL For the rock is 
smooth, and sheer, as it wcie polished. And in tlie midst 
of the clifT is a dim cave turned to Erebus, towards the 
place of darkricSB, whereby ye shall even tXixr your hollow 
ship, noble Odysseus. No; with an arrow from a bow 
roighl a man in his strength reach from hb hollow ship 
into chat deep cave And therein dwcHcth Scylla, yelping 
tenibly. Her voice indeed is no greater than the voice qj 
a new-born whclp, but a drcndful monster is she, nor would 
KDjr look cm her gladly, not if it were a god that met htr. 
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Verily she batli twelve feel all dangling down", and six necks 
exceeding long, and on each a hideous head, and llicrein 
ihree rows of t«etb set thick and close, full of black death. 
Up to her middle is she sunk far down in the hollow cave, 
but forth she holds her heads from the dreadful gulf, and 
there she Gshcs. swooping round the rock, for dolphins or 
sea-dogs, or whatso greater beut she may anywhere take, 
whereof the deep-voiced Amphitrite feeds countless flocks. 
Thereby no sailors boast that ihey have fled scathcle&s ever 
with iheir ship, for with each head slie cairiea off a man, 
whom she hath snatched from out the dark-prowed ship. 

' " But that other cliff, Odysseus, thou sltalt note, lying 
lower, hard by the first : thou couldest send an Jirrow across. 
And thereon is a great fig-tree growing, in fuDegt leaf, ajid 
beneath it mighty Charybdis sucks down black water, for 
tfirice a day she spouts it forth, and tlirice a day she sucks 
It down in terrible wise. Never mayest tliou be there when 
j|ia,|ncks the water, for none might save thee then from 
i^t^bme, not even the Earth-shaker I But Uke heed and 
sviftly drawing nigh to Scylla's rock drive the ship past, 
»ncc of a truth it is far better to mourn six of thy company 
in the stup, than all in the selfsame hour." 

* So spake she, but I answered, and said unto her : 
"Come I pray thee herein, goddess, tell me true, if there 
t>e any means whereby I might escape from the deadly 
Cbarybdis and avenge me on that other, when she would 
prey upon my company." 

'So spake I, and that fair goddess answered mc: "Man 
overbold, lo, now again the deeds of war arc in thy mind 
and tbc travail thereof Wilt thou not yield ihee even to 
llie deathless gods? As for her, she is no moru), but an 
immortal plague, dread, grievous, and fierce, and not to 
be fought with; and against her there is no defence; 
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flig:ht ia the bravest way. For if thon tarty lo di 
thine armour by the cliff, I Fear lest once again she saU;r 
fonh Md catch at thee with so many heads, and seize u 
many men as before. So drive post with all thy forces 
and call 00 Cratais, mother of Sc)'lla, which bore her for 
a banc to mortals. And she will then let her from daitiiig 
forth thereafter. 

*"Thcn thou shalt come unto the isle Thrinacia; Ihete 
ue the many kine of HelioB and his brave flocks feeding, 
seven herds of kine and as tnany goodly flocks of sbeep, 
and fifty in each flock. They have no part in birth or hi cor- 
ruption, and there are goddesses to shepheid ihetn, nymphs 
with fair tresses, Phaeihusa and Lampetie whom bright 
Neaem bare to Helios Hyperion. Now when the lady their 
mother had borne and nursed them, she carried them to 
the isle Thrinacia to dwell afar, that tbey should g;uard their ^ 
father's flocks and his kine with shambling gait. If tbovH 
doest these no hurt, being heedful of ihy return, truly yc ■ 
may even yet reach Ithaca, albeit tn e^';l case. But if thon 
huttest th^m, I foreshow niin for ihy ship and for thy men, 
and even though thou shouldest thyself escape, tale sfaak 
tliou return in evil plight with iho loss of all thy company." 

' So spake she, and anon came the golden-throned Dawn. 
Then the fair goddess took her way up the island. But [ 
departed to my ship and roused my men diemsclvcs to 
mount the vessel and loose the hawsers. And speedily tbey 
went aboard and snt upon the benches, and silting orderly 
smote the grey sea water wiJi ihcir oars. And in the wake 
of our dark-prowed ship she sent a favouring wind that filled 
the sails, a kindly escort,— ^vca Circe of the braided tresses, 
a dread goddess of human speech. And straightway we 
set in order ihe gear throughout the ship and sat na down, 
and the wind and the helmsman guided our barque. 
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•Then I spake among my company with a heavy hean: 
"FrieEds, forasmoch as U is not well that one or iwo alone 
should know oi the oracles that Circe, the fair goddess, spake 
tiQto me, ihcfcfore will I declare ihem, Lhat with foreknow- 
ledge we may die, or haply shunning death and destiny 
escape. First she bade us avoid the sound of the voice of 
the wondrous Sirens, and their field of flowers, and me only 
ihe bade listen to their voices. So bind ye me hi a hard 
bond, that I may abide unmoved in my place, uptight in the 
mast-stead, and bova the mast let rope-ends be tied, and if 
I beseech and bid you to set me free, then do ye straiten me 
with yet more bonds." 

* Thus I rehearsed these things one and all, and declared 
them to my company. Meanwhile our good ship quickly 
came to the island of the Sirens twain, for a gentle breeze 
sped her on her way. Then straightway the wind ceased, 
and lo, there was a windless calm, and some god lulled the 
wares. Then my company rose up and drew in the ship's 
sails, and stowed them in the hold of the ship, while they sat 
at the oars and whitened the water with their polished pine 
blades. But I wiih my sharp sword cleft in pieces a great 
circle of wuc, and with my strong hands luieaded iL And 
soon the wot grew warm, for that my g^eat might con- 
suained It, and the beam of the lard Helios, son of H}-perion. 
And I anointed therewith the ears of all my men in their 
order, and in the ship they bound mc hand and foot upright 
in the mast-stead, and from the mast they fastened rope-ends 
and themselves sat down, and smote the grey sea water with 
tbdr oara. But when the ship was within the sotind of a 
man's shout from the land, we fleeing swiftly on our way, 
the Sirens espied the swift ship speeding toward them, and 
they raised their clear-toned song : 

•"Hither, come hither, rtnowned Odysacua, great glory 



or the Achacans, here stay thy barqoe, that thou ma, 
listen to the voic« of us twain. For non« hath ever dnven 
bjr thie way in hig block ship, till he bath heard from otn 
lips the voice sweet as the honeycomb, and hath had joy 
thereof and gone on his way the wiser. For lo^ we know aO 
things, all the travail that in wide Troy-land the Argivcs and 
Trojans bare by tbc gods' deigns, yea, and we know all that 
•baD hereafter be upon the fruitfiil earth." 

' So Rpake they uttering a sweet voice, and my heart was 
fain to listen, and I bade my company nnbiad me, nodding 
at ihcm with a frown, but they bent to their oars and rowed 
on. Tlien straight uprose Ferimcdcs and Eurylochus and 
bound tne wiiti more cords and straitened me yet th« more. 
Now when we had driven paet them, nor beard we any 
longer the sound of the Sirens or their song, forthwith my 
dear company took away the wax wherewith I had anointed 
their ears and loosed me from my bonds. 

' But so toon as we left that isle, thereafter presently I saw 
Bmoke and a great wave, and heard the sea roaring. Then 
for very fear the oars Sew from their hands^ and down the 
stream they all splashed, and the sliip was holden there, for 
my company no longer plied witli their hcinda the tapering 
oars. Bat I paced the ship and cheered on my men, as I 
Stood by each one and spake smooth words : 

' *< Friends, forasmuch as in sorrow we are not all un- 
learned, truly this is no greater woe that is upon us*, than 
when the Cyclops penned us by main might in bis hollow 
cave ; yet even thence we made escape by my maofulocss, 
even by my counsel and my wit, and some day I think that 
this adventure too we shall remember. Come now, there- 
fore, let OB all give ear to do according to my word. Do jt 
smite the deep surf of the sea with your oars, as ye sit on the 
" lt«adlt^ M, ooi l«<t witb L* Roche. 





benches, if peradventurc Zeus may gjant os to escape from 
and shun this dc&th. And as for thee, helmsman, thus I 
charge thee, and ponder it in thine heart seeing thai thou 
wieldest the helm of the hoilow ship. Keep the ship well 
away &oin this smoke and from the wave and hug the 
rocks, lest the ship, ere thou ait aware, start From her course 
U) the otlter side, anJ so thou huil us into ruin." 

'So I spiJte, and quickly they hearkened to my words. 
Bnt of Scylla I told them nothing more, a bane none might 
deal with, lest haply my company should cease from rowing 
For fear, and hide them in the hold. In that same hoiu- 1 
suffered myself to forget the hard behest of Circe, in that she 
bade me In nowise be armed; but I did on tny glorious 
harness and caught up two long Innces in my hands, nnd 
went on to the decking of the prow, for thence methought 
that Scylla of the lock would first be seen, who was to 
bring woe on my company. Yet could I not spy her any- 
where, and my eyes waxed weaiy for gazing all about toward 
the darkness of the rock. 

'Kexl we began to sail up the narrow strait lamenting. 
For on the one hand lay Scylla, and on the other migh^ 
Charybdis in terrible wise sucked down the salt aea water. 
As often as she belched it forth, like a cauldron on a great 
fire she would seethe up through all her troubled deeps, and 
overhead the spray fell on the tops of either cliff. But oft 
as she gulped clown the salt sea water, within she was all 
plain to Bee through her troubled deeps, and the rock around 
roared horribly and beneath the earth was manifest swart 
with sand, and pale fear ^at hold on my meru Toward her, 
then, we looked fearing destruction ; but Scylla meanwhile 
caught from out my hollow ship six of my company, the 
hardiest of their hands and the chief in mighL And looking 
into the swift ship to find my men, even thea I marked their 
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feel and bands as ihcy were lifted on high, and tbey cried 
■load in their agony, and called mc by my name for that last 
time of all. Even as when a fisher en some headland Icii 
down with a long rod his baits for a snare to the little Bslica 
below, casting into the deep the horn of an ox of the home- 
•tead, and as he catches each flings It writhing ashore, so 
writhing were they borne upward to the cKff. And iher? 
she devoured ihcm shrieking in her gates, they stretching 
forth tbeti hands to me in the dread death-struggle. And 
the most pitiful thing was this that mine eyes have seen of 
all my travail in searching out the paths of the ijca. 

' Now vhen we had escaped the Kocks and dread Chary- 
bdis and Scylla, tb«%afler we soon came to the &ir island of 
the god ; wiiere were the goodly kine, brOad of brow, and the 
many brave flocks of Helios Hyperion. Then while as yet 
I was in my black ship upon the deep, I heard the loving of 
the cattle being stalled and the Wealing of tlie sheep, and on 
my mind there fell the saying of the blind seer, Tlieban 
Teiresias, and of Ciicc of Aia, who charged me very strahly 
to shun the isle of Helios, the gladdener of the world. Then 
1 spake out among my company in sorrow of heart : 

* ■' Hear ray words, my men, albeit in evil plight, that I may 
declare unto you die oracles of Teircslas and of Circe of Aia. 
who very strailly charged mc to shun the isle of Helios, the 
gladdcner of the world. For there she said the most dreadful 
mischief would befal us. Nay, drive ye then the black ship 
beyond and past that isle." 

'So spake I. and their hean was broken within them. 
And Eurylochug siraightway answered mc sndly, saying: 

*" Hardy ait thou, Odysseus, of might beyond measure, 
and tliy limbs are never weary ; verily thou art fashioned aD 
of iron, that sufferest not thy fellows, foredone with toil and 
drowsiness, to set foot on shore, where wc inigiit presently 



prepare ua a good supper in this sea-girt island But even 
as we ue thou biddcst us fare blindly through the sudden 
night, and from the isle go wandering on the misty d«ep. 
And strong winds, the bane of ships, are bom of the night. 
How could a man escape from utter doom, if there chanced 
to oome a sudden blast of the South Wind, or of the 
boisterous West, which mainly wreck ships, beyond the will 
of the gods, the lords of all i Howbeit for thia present let 
03 yield to the black night, and we will make ready our 
supper abiding by the swift ship, and in the morning we will 
dimb on board, and put out into the broad deep." 

' So spake Eurylochua, and the rest of my company con- 
sented thereto. Then at the Ust I Icnew that some god was 
indeed imagining evil, and I uttered my voice and spake 
unto him winged words : 

• " Eurylochns, verily ye put force upon roe, being hut one 
among you all. But come, swear me now a mighty oath, 
one and all, to the intent that if we light on a herd of kine 
or a great flock of sheep, none in the evil folly of his heart 
may slay any sheep or ox ; but in quiet eai ye the meat 
which the dcathiesa Circe gave," 

' So I spake, and straightway they swore to refrain as 1 
commanded them. Now after they had swom and done that 
oath, we stayed our well-builded s.hip in the hollow harbour 
near to a well of sweet water, and my company went forth 
from out the ship and deftly got ready supper. But when 
tbcy bad put from them the desire of meal and drink, there- 
after tbey fell a weeping as they thought upon their dear 
companions whom Scylta had snatched from out the hollow 
ship and so devoured. And deep sleep came upon them 
amid their weeping. And when it was the third watch of the 
night, and the stars bud crossed the senitb, Zeus the ctoud- 
gathercx roused against them an angry wind with wondrous 



tempest, and shrouded in clouds land and ses alike, and from 
heaven sped down the night. Now when early Da^m shone 
forth, the rosy-fingered, we beached the ship, and dragged 
it up within a hollow cave, where were the ^r dancing 
grounds or the nymphs and the placea of their session. 
Thereupon 1 ordered a gMbeiing of my men and spake in 
ihcir midst, saying: 

* " Frieods, forasmuch as there is yet meat and drink in 
the Bwtft ship. let us keep our hands off those kine, lest some 
evil thing befall us. For ihege are the kine and the brave 
flocks of a dread god, even of HeUos, who ovcn<ccth all 
and overheareth all things" 

'So I spike, and their lordly spirit hearkened thereto. 
Then for a whole month the South Wind blew wiUiout cets< 
tng, and no other wind arose, save only tlie East and the 
South. 

• Now 30 long as xay company still had corn and red wine, 
they refrained them from the kine, for they were fain of Ufe. 
But when the com was now all spent from out the ship, 
and they went waiiclcring with barbed hooks in quest of 
game, as needs they must, fishes and fowls, whatsoever 
might come to their hand, for hun^r gnawed at their belly, 
then at last I departed up the isle, thu I might pray to the 
gods, if perchance some on« of them migiit show me a way 
of retuniing. And now when I had avoided my company on 
my way tlirough the island, I laved my hands wiierc was a 
shelter from the wind, and prayed to all the goAR that hold 
Olympus. But they shed sweet sleep upon my eyelids. 
And Eurylochus the while set forth an evil counsel to my 
company : 

' " Hear my words, my friends, though ye be in evil c«e. 
Truly every shape of death is hitiefiil to wretched mortals, 
but to die of hunger and so meet doom is nio^it piUfiil at 
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alL Nay come, we will drive off ihe best of the Idne of 
Helios aod will do sacrifice to th« deathless gods who keep 
wide heaven. And if wt mdy yet reach Iihaca, o«r own 
countrj-, fotThwith will we rear a rich shrine to Helios Hype- 
rion, and therein woutii we set many a choice offering. Bui 
if he be BomcB-hat wroth for hia cattle with straight horns, 
and is fain to wreck our ship, and the other gods follow 
his desire, rather with one gulp at the wave would I cost my 
life away, than be slowly straitened to death in a desert isle." 

' So spake £urylochus, and the rest of the company con- 
sented thereto. Fortliwilb they dravc off the best of the kine 
of Helios that were nip;h at hand, for the fair htne of sham- 
bling gait and broad of brow were feeding no great way 
from the dark-prowed ship. Then they stood around the 
cattle and prayed to the gods, plucking the fresh leaves 
from an oak of lofty boughs, for they had no white barley 
on board the decked ship. Now after they had prayed and 
cut the throats of the kine and flayed them, they cut out 
slices of the thighs and wrapped them in the fat, making 
a double fold, and thereon they laid raw flesh. Yet had they 
no ptire wine to pour over the flaming sacrifices, but they 
made libation with water and roasted the entrails over tlie 
fire. Now after the thighs were quite consumed and they 
had tasted the inner pans, they cut the rest up small and 
spitted it on spits. In the same hour deep sleep sped from 
my eyelids and I salUcd forth to the swift ship and the sea- 
banks. But on my way as 1 drew near to the curved ship, 
tbc sweet savour of the fat came all a.bouC me ; and I groaned 
and spake out before the deathless gods: 

• " Father Zeus, and all ye other blessed gods that live for 
ever, verily to my undoing ye have lulled me with a ruthless 
alccp, and my company abiding behind have iniagitied a 
mODStrotu deed." 



'TbensviRlyto Helios Hyperion came Lampctie of the 
long robes, wiLh the tidings that we had slnin his klne. And 
itraight he spake with ang^ry heart amid the ImmortaU: 

'"Father Zeus, and all ye other blessed gods that live for 
ever, lake vengmnoe I pray you on the company of Odysseus, ■ 
Bon of I^acrtes, that have insolently slain my cattle, wbcrdn I ^ 
was wont (o be glad as I went toward the starry heaven, and 
when I again turned earthward from the Rrmainent. And if 
they pay me ttot full atonement for the cattle, I will go down 
to Hades and shine among the dead." 

'And Zeiis the cloud-galherer answered him, saying: 
" Helios, do thou, I say, shine on amidst the deathless gods, 
and amid mortal men upon the earth, the ^rain-giver. 
But as for me. I will soon smite their swift ship with my 
white bolt, and cleave it in pieces in the midst of ilie wine- 
darlt deep." 

'This 1 heard from Calypso of the Fair hair^ and she said 
that she herself had heard It from Hermes the Messenger. 

' But when I had come down to the ship and to the sea, 
I went up lo my companionR and rebuked them one by one; 
but we could find no remedy, the cattle were dead uid 
gone. And soon thereafter the gods showed forth signs 
and wonders to my company. The skins were creepini;:, 
and the flesh bellowing upon the spits, both the roast and 
raw, and there was a sound as the voice of kine. 

'Then for six days my dear company feasted on the best 
of the kine of Kelios which they had driven off. But when 
Zeus, son of Cronos, had added the seventh day thereto, H 
thereafter the wind ceased to blow with a rushing storm, and 
at once we dimtied the ship and launched into the broad 
deep, iriien we bad set up i he mast and hoisted the white sails. ■ 
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'But now when we left 
appeared, but bky and aea 



that isle nor any other land 
oaly, cvcu then the »a of 




Cmnos stayed a dark clotid above the hollov ship, and be- 
neath it the deep darkened. And the ship ran on her way 
for no long while, for of a BUciden. cani« the shrilling West, 
with the roshiiig of a great tempest, and the blast of wind 
snapped the two forestaya of ihc moist, and the mast fell 
backward and all the gear dropped into (he bilp;e- And be- 
hold, on the hind part of the Ehip the mast stnick the head of 
the pilot and brake all the bones of his skull together, and 
like a diver he dropt down from the decit, and his brare 
spirit left his bones. In that same hour Zeus thundered 
and cast his bolt upon the ship, and she reeled all over being 
stricken by the bolt of Zetis, and was filled with siilphcr, and 
lo, my company fell from out the vessel Like Kea-gulls they 
were borne round ifae black ship upon the billows, and the 
god red ihena of reluming. 

* But I kept pacing through my ship, till the surge loos- 
ened the sides from the keel, and the wave swept her along 
stript of her tackling, and brake hei mast clean off at the 
kccL Now the backstay fashioned of an oxhide had been 
fiung thereon ; therewitii I lashed together both keel and 
mast, and sitting thereon I was borne by the ruinous winda. 

' Then verily ihe West Wind ceased to blow wiih a rushing 
stonn, and swifily withal the South Wind caire, bringing 
sorrow to my soul, that so I might again measure back that 
space of sea, the way to deadly Charybdis. All the eight 
wai £ bome, but with the rising of the sun I came to the 
rock of Scylta, and to dread Charybdis. Now she had 
■ucked down her salt sea water, when I was swung up on 
high to the tall fig-tree wheicto I clung like a bat, and could 
find no sure rest for my feet nor place to stand, for the 
roots spread far below and the branches hung »l»ft out of 
reach, long and large, and overshadowed Charybdis. Stead- 
iggn I clung till she should spew forth mast and keel again ; 
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ind lute thej cftne to my desire At the hocr when « 
man rises up from the assembly and goes to supper, one 
who jud^s itie many qoarrds of the young men that seek to 
him for law, ai ihai ixmt hour those timbers came forlh to 
view froiD out Charjbdis. And I let myielf drop down hands 
and feet, and plunged heavily in the midst of ihe waters 
beyond the Inng limbers, and Kilting on these 1 rowed hard 
with my hands. But the father of gods and of men suffered 
me no more to behold Scylta, else I should never faaix 
escaped from utter doom. 

'Thence for nine days was I home, and on the tenth 
night the godg brought me nigli to the isle of Ogygia, where 
dwells Calypso of the braided tresses, an awful goddess of 
mortal speech, who took me in and entreated me kindly. 
But why rehearse atl this tale ? For even yesterday I told il 
to thee and to thy noble wife in ihy bouse; and it likeib 
mc not twice to icll a plain-told tale.' 




BOOK xin. 



Odyntni. sloeplBg. la»t ulioreat Iihnct lij <li« Phaeaeituu, uid vnUdoe 
kuom it not. Palk^ in the form of a fthepberd, lielpi to bide hu treasure. 
Tbc idiip lliiil o»nT«yed hitu k turned Intf a rock, and Odysscua by Pallas 
U liutnsted what to do, and iratufarniuil iDIO an old beggotnuit. 



So Bpake be, and d«ail eilencp (ell on all, and Ihef were 
Ep«1Ubound throughout the xhadowy halls. Thereupon 
Alcinous answered him, and »pake, 8a;ying; 

'Odfascus, now that thou bast come to my high house 
with floor of bronz*, never, methinks, shall thou be driven 
from thy way ere ihou relurocst, though thoQ hist been sore 
afBicted. And for each man among yon, that in these halls of 
mtiw drink evermore the dark wine of the elders, and hearlten 
to the minstrel, this is my word and command. Garments 
for the stranger are already laid ap in a polished cofier, 
with gold curiously wrought, and all other such gifts as the 
counsellors of the Phaeacians bare hither. Come now, let ua 
each of us give him a great tripod and a cauldron, and we 
in turn will gather gooda among the people and get us 
recompense; for it were hard that one maa should give 
without return." 

So apake AJcinoas, and the saying pleased them well. Then 
they went each one to his house to lay him down to rest; 
but so soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, 
they hasted to the ahip and bare the bronac, the joy of men. 
And the miglity king Alcinous himself went about the ship 
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and diligently bestowed the gifts beneath th« benches, thai 
they mighl no! hinder any of ihe crew in their rowing, when 
thtry laboured at iheir oars. Then Uiey betook them to the 
house of Alcinous and fell to feasting. And titc mighty kjng 
Alcinous sacrificed before ihcm an ox to Zcuh, the son of 
Cronos, that dwells in the dark clouds, who is lord of xQ. 
And when they had burnt the [pieces of the lliighs, they 
shared the glorious feast and made merry, and among them 
harped the divine minstrel Demodocus. whom the people 
honoured. But Odysseus would ever turn his head toward 
the splendour of llic sun, as one fain to hasten his scicing ; 
for verily he was most eager to return. And as when a man 
longs for his supper, for whom all day long two dark oxen 
drag through the fallow field the jointed plough, yea and 
welcome to such an one the sunlight sinkcth, that so he naay 
get him to supper, for his knees wax ^nt by the way, 
even eo welcome was the sinking of the sunlight to Odys- 
seus. Then straight he spake among the Phaeacians, masters 
of the oar, and to Alcinous in chief he made known hU 
word, saying: 

'My lord Alcinous, most notable of all the people, pour 
yc the diink offering, and send me safe upon my way, and 
OS for you, fare ye well. For now have I all that my heart 
desired, an escort and loving gilts. May the gods of heaven 
give me good fortune with them, and may I find my nobto 
wife in my home with my friends unbamied, while ye, for 
your part, abide here and make glad your wedded wives and 
Rbildren ; and may the gods vouchsafe all manner of good, 
and may no evil come nigh tlie people ! ' 

So spake he, and tliey all consented thereto and bade 
send the stranger on his way, in ihat he liad spoken aright 
Then the tnighty Alcinous spake lo the henchman: 'Pon- 
ronous, mix the howl and serve out the wine to all in 
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the hall, thai we may pray to FaUior Zeus, and send the 
sirangcT on his way to his own country.' 

So ftpakc b«, and Pontonous mixed the hooey-beuted 
wine, and served it to all in turn. And they pouict) forth 
before the bl«sscd gods that keep wide heaven, oven there 
a» they sat. Then goodly Odysseus uprose, and placed in 
Arctc's hand the iwo-lian<lIed cup, and uttering his voice 
spake lo her winged words : 

'Fare ibcc well, O queen, all the days of ihy life, till 
old age conie and di-ntli, that visit all mankind. But 1 go 
homeward, and do thou in this thy house rejoice in Uiy 
children and thy people and Alciiious the king." 

Therewith goodly Odysseus Hept over the threshold. And 
with him the mighty Alcinous sent forth a henchman to 
guide him to the swift ship and the sea-hanka And Arete 
sent in hits Uain ceitatii maiduna of hei household, one bear- 
ing a fresh robe and a doublet, and another she joined to 
tbem to cany the strong coffer, and yet another tare bread 
and red wine Now when they had come down lo ihu ship 
and to the sea, straightway the good men of the escort took 
these things and laid them by in the hollow ship, even all 
liic meal and drink. Then they strewed for Odysseus a lug 
and a sheet of linen, on the decks of the hollow ship in the 
hinder part thereof, that he might sleep sound. Then he loo 
climbed aboard and laid him down in silence, while they sal 
upon the benches, every man in order, and unbound the 
tuwser from the pierced stone. So soon as they leant back- 
wards and tossed the sea water with the oar blade, a deep 
Bleep fell upon his eyelids, a sound sleep, very sweet, and 
DCSt akin to death. And even as on a plain a yoke of four 
stallions comes springing all together beneath the lash, leap 
ing high and speedily accomplisliing the way, so leaped the 
atcm of that ship, and the dark wave of the sounding sea 
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rushed mightily in the irake, and she ran ever surely oa 
her vrty, nor could & circling hawk ke«p juce with ber, ot 
winged things th« swiftest. Even thus she ligbllj sped and 
cleft the waves of the sea. bearing a man whose oouMd 
was M ihe counsel of the go<l», one that erewhOe bad suf- 
fered much sorrow of heart, in passing through the wars of 
men, and the grievous waves ; but for that time he slept 
in peace, forgetful of all that he had sufTered. 

So when the star came up. ihai is brightest of all, Mid 
goes ever heralding the light of early Dawn, even then did 
the sea-faring ship draw nigh the island. There is in the 
land of Ithaca a certain ha.vcn of Phorcys, the ancieat one 
of the sea, and thereby are two headlands of sheer cliff. 
which slope to the sea on ihe haven's side arul break the 
mighty wave that ill winds roll without, but within, the 
decked ships ride unmoored when once they have attained 
[o that landing place. Now at the harbour's bead is a 
long-Icavcd olive tree, and hard by is a pleasant cave and 
Ehftdoivy, sacred to the nymphs, that are called the Naiadt. 
And therein are mixing bowls and jars of sione, and iliere 
moreover do bees hive. And there aie great looms of stone, 
whereon the nymphs weave raiment of purple stain, a 
marvel to behold, and therein are waters welling evermore. 
Two gates there are to the cave, the one set toward the 
North Wind whereby men may go down, but the portals 
toward the South pertain rather to the gods, whereby inea 
may no: enter: it is the way of the immortals. 

Thicber they, as ha\ing knowledge of that place, let drive 
their ship ; and now the vessel in fuH course ran ashore, 
half lier keel's length high; so well was she sped by ihe 
hands of the oarsmen. Then tliey alighted from the benched 
ship upon the land, and firs: tliey lifted Odysseus from out 
the hollow »liip, all as he was in the sheci of linen and the 
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bright rug, and laid him yel heavy with slumber on the santt 
And they took forth the goods which the lordly Pbaciciaits 
had pvcn him on his homeward way by grace of the great* 
hcaited Athene. These they set in a heap by the trunk of 
the olive tree, » little aside from the road, lest some way- 
faring man, before Odysseus awakened, should come and 
Bpoil them. Then ihemselves departed homeward agnin. 
But the shaker of the earth forgat not the ibteats, wherewith 
at the first he had liireatened godlike Ody&seus, and he 
inquired l&to the counsel of Zeus, saying : 

' Father Zeus, J for one shall no longer be of worship 
among the deathless gode, when mortal men hold me in no 
regard, even Phaeaciaiis, who moreover are of mine own 
lineage. Lo, now I said that aftet much affliction Odysseus 
should come home, for 1 had no mind lo rob him utterly 
of his return, when once thou hadst piomieed it and given 
assent; but behold, in his sleep they have borne him in 
8 swift ship over the sea, and set him down in Ithaca, 
and given him gifts out of measure, bronze and gold in 
plenty and woven raiment, much store, such as never would 
OdySEcus have won for htmsctf out of Troy; yea, though 
he had returned unhurt with the Hliare of the spoil that fell 
to him.' 

And Zeus, the cloud gatherer, answered him saying : ' Lo 
now, shaker of the earth, of widest power, what a word bast 
Ihou tpokeo I The gods nowise dishonour thee ; hard would 
it be to bring into dishonour our eldest and our best, iiut if 
any man, giving' place to his own hardihoO'd and strength, 
holds thee ool in worship, thou hast always thy revenge for 
the same, even in the time to come. Do thou as thou wilt, 
ud as fieems thee good.' 

Then Poseidon, ehaltcr of the earth, answered him: 
'Ughily would i have done as thou sayest, god oC the 
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diirk douds; but nhrij's do I hold in awe and avoid (by 
wnUb. HowtKJt, now I tain would smite a fair ship of the 
Fhaeadaiu^ as she comes home from * convoy on the mistjr 
deep, thai [hereby they may karn to hold their hands, and 
cease from giving; escort to mco ; and 1 would overshadow 
their dty with a preat mountiin.' 

And ZeuR the gatherer of the cloads, answered him, saj- 
mg : ' Friend, learn now what seems best in mj sighL At 
an hour when the folk arc all looking forth from the dty at 
the ship upon her way, smite her into a stone hard by the 
land ; a stone in th« likeness of a swift ship, that all mankind 
may marvel, and do thou overshadow their city with' a great 
mountain.' 

Now when Poseidon, shaker of the earth, heard this saying, 
he went on his way to Schcria, where the Pbacacians dwell 
There he abode awhile; and lo, she drew near, the sea- 
faring ship, lightly sped upon her way. Then nigh her 
came the shaker of the earth, and he smote her into a 
stone, and rooted her far below wiih the down-stroke of bis 
hand ; and he departed thence again. 

Then one lo the other they apakc winged words, the 
Pbacacians of the long oars, mariners renowned. And thus 
would they speak, looking each man to his neighbour : 

*Ah me I who is this that haih bound our swift ship on the 
deep as she diavc bomiiwards? E>-en now she stood all 
plain to view.' 

Even so they would speak ; bat ihcyknew not bow these 
things were ordained. And Alcinous made harangue aud 
vpake among litem : 

• Lo now, in very truth the ancient orades of my father 
^Klve come home to me. He was wont to say that Poseidon 
waa jealous of us, for that we give safe escort to all men. 
lie said that the day would come when the god would 




smite a fair ship of the Pbaeacians, as she came home 
from a convoy on the misty deep, and overshadow our 
city with a gieat mountain. Thus ihat ancient one would 
speak; and lo, all these things now have an end. But 
come, let us nil give ear and do according to my word. 
Cease ye from the convoj of mortals, whensoever any shall 
come onto our town, and let os sicrifice to Poseidon twelve 
choice tmlis, if perchance he may lake pity, neither over- 
shadow our city with a great mountain.' 

So spake he, and they were dismayed and got ready the 
balls. Thus were they praying to the lord Posctdon, the 
princo and counsellors of the land of the Pbaeacians, m 
they stood about the altar. 

Even then the goodly Odyssena awnVe where he slept on 
his native land; nor knew lie the same again, having now 
been long afar, for around him the goddess had shed a mist, 
even Pallas Athene, daughter of Zeus, to the end that stie 
might make him undiiscovered for that he was, and might 
expound 10 him all things, thai so his wife should not know 
him neither his townsmen and kinsfolk, crc the wooers had 
paid for all their transg^ressiona. Wherefore each thing 
showed strange to the lord of the land, ihe long paths and 
the sheltering havens and the sleep rocks and the trees in 
their bloom. So he started up, and stood and looked upon 
his auivt land, and then he made moan withal, and smote 
OD both his thighs with the down-stroke of liis hands, and 
making lament, he spake, saying: 

' Oh, woe is me, unto what mortals' land am I now come? 
Say, are they froward, and wild, and unjust, or hospitable and 
of a god-fearing mind? Whither shall I bear all this wealth? 
Yea where shall I myself go wandering? Oh 1 that it had 
abkled with the Phaeauans where it wag, sind that 1 had 
>ae to wmc other of the mighiy princes, who would 




have eiitrcaicd me Lindljr and sent me on my -WAy. Bm 
now 1 know not where to bestow my treasure, and yet I vrill 
not Ica^i'c it here behind, lest baply otbcr men make spoil of 
it. r,o Jiow, they were not wholly wise or just, the priooet 
and counselloia of the Phaeactanii, who carried me lo a 
strange land. Verily ihcy promised to bring me to clear- 
seen Ithaca, but they perlbrmed it not. May Zeus requite 
ihcm, the god of supplianls, seeing that he watches over 
all men and punishes the transgressor I Bat coroe, 1 «ill 
reckon up these goods and look lo ihem, leBt the men be 
gone, and have taken luck of their gifts upon their hollow 
ship.- 

Tberewith he set to number the fair tripods aod the 
cauldrons and the gold and the goodly woven raiment; 
and of all these he lacked not aught, bat be bewailed him 
for his own country, as be walked downcast by the shore of 
the sounding sea, and made sore lament. Then Athene 
e;une nigh him in the guise of a young man, the herds- 
man of a Sock, a young man most delicate, such as are 
the sons of kings. And she had a wrll-wrougfat mantle 
that fell in two folds about her shoulders, and beneath her 
smooth feet she had aandals bound, and a javelin in her 
hands. And Odysseus rejoiced as lie saw her, and csme 
over against her, and uttering his voice spake to her 
words: 

' Friend, since thou art the first that 1 have chanced on Ta 
this lai^d, hail to ihec, and wi:h no itl-wiU mayest thou meet 
me! Nay, save diis my submnce and save me too, for to 
thee as to a god 1 make prayer, and to thy dear knees have 
I come. And herein tell me true, that I may surely know. 
What land, what people is this f what men dwell therein F 
Surely, mclhinks, it is aome clear seen iale, or a shore of the 
rich mainland that lies and leans upon the deep.' 
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Then the goddess, giey-efed Athene, spzke to him again: 
'Thou art witless, sn-anger, or thou art come from afar, if 
indeed ihou askest of this land; nay, it is not so very TiMne- 
less but that many men know it, boih all ihose who dwtU 
toward the dawning and the sun, and they that abide over 
af^inst ihe light toward the ahadowy west. Verily it is 
roDgh and not fii for the driving of horses, yet is it not a 
very sorry iste, though narrow withal. For herein is corn 
past telling, and herein too wine is found, and the rain is 
on it evermore, and the fresh dew. And it is good for 
feeding goats and feeding kine; all manner of wood is 
here, and watering-places unfailing are herein. Wherefore, 
stranger, the name of Itliaca hath reached even unto Troy- 
land, which men say is far from this Achaean shore.' 

So spake she, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus was glad, 
and had joy in his own country, according to the word of 
Pidias Athene, daughter of Zeus, lord of the aegis. Anrl he 
uttered bis voice and spake onto her winged words; yet he 
dirt not speak the truth, but wrested the word into guile, for 
he bad a gainful and a nimble wit mthin hrs breast : 

'Of Ithaca have I heard tell, even in braad Crete, far over 
the seas ; and now have I come hither myself with these my 
goods. And I left as much again to my children, when I 
turned outlaw for the slaying of the dear son of Idomeneus, 
Orsiloclius, swift of fool, who in wide Crete was the swiftest 
of all men that live by bread. Now he would have despoiled 
me of all that booty of Troy, for the which I had endured 
pstn of heart, in passing through the wars of men, and the 
grievous waves of the sea, for this cause thai I would not do 
a favour to his father, and make me his squire in the land of 
the Trojans, hut commanded other fellowship of mine own. 
So 1 smote him with a bronze-shod spear as he came home 
from ihc field, lying in ambush for him by the wayside. wiUi 
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one of my compfmions. And daik midnight held the 
bcavcns, and do man marked as, bnl priTiljr I took Im 
life awaf. Now after I bad slain him wiUi the Efaarp spear, 
atraigblwaf I w«nt to a sliip and besought the lord); 
Phoenicians, and give ihem spoil to their heaii^' desire. 
I charged tttem to take me on board, and land mc at Py]oa 
or at goodljr Elis where the Epeans bear mle. Howbeil 
of a tiuth, the might of the wind dravc ihcm out of their 
course, aore against their will, nor did tfae/ wilfully ptay me 
raise. Thence we were driven wandering, and came hither 
by night And with much ado we towed onward into har- 
bour, nor took we any thought of suf^r, Uiough we stood 
sore la need thereof, but even as vc were we stept a^ore 
and all biy down. Then over me there came sweet 
slumber in my weariness, bot they took forth my goods from 
the hollow ship, and set them by me where I myself lay 
upon the sands. Then they went on board, and departed 
for the fair'lying land of Stdon; wlule as for me I was 
Htiickcn at heart.' 

So sp^e he and the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, smil 
and ctrecsed him with her hand ; and straightway 
changed to the semblance of a woman, fair and tall, and 
skilled in splendlJ handiwork. And uttering her voice she 
spake unto him winged words : 

'Cridty muat he be, and knavigh, who would Outdo thee 
in all manner of guile, even If it were a god encootitered 
thee. Hardy m.-ia, subtle of wit, of giiile insatiate, so thou 
wast not even in thine own country to cease from ihy 
sleights and knavish words, which thou lo^'est Irom the 
bottom of ihinc heart I But come, no more let ua tell of 
these tilings, being both of us practised in deceits, for thai 
tliou art of all men far the first in counsel nnd in discourse, 
and I in die company of all the gods win renown for my wii 
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and wile. Yet thou ltn«west not me, Pallas Athene, daughter 
of Zen6. who am alwajra by thee and gpiard thcc in all 
adventures. Yea, and I made thee to be beloved of all the 
Phacacians. And now am I come hither to contrive a plot 
with thee and 10 hide away the goods, ihat by my counsel 
and design the noble Phaeacians gave thee on thy home- 
ward way. And I wouJd tell thee how great a measure of 
trouble thoa art ordained to fulfil within th/ welUbuilded 
house. But do thou harden thy heart, for so it must be, 
and tell none neither man nor woman of all the folk, that 
thou bast indeed returned from wandering, bat in silence en- 
dure much sorrow, submitting thee to the despite of men.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: 
' Hard is tt, goddesE, for a mortal roan that meets thee to 
discern thee, howsoever wise he be; for thou takest upon 
thee every shape. But this [ know well, that of old ihou 
wast kindly to me, so long as we sons of the Achaeans 
made war in Troy. But so soon as we had sacked the 
sleep city of Priam and had gone on board our ships, and 
the god had scattered the Achaeans, thereafter I have never 
beheld thee, daughter of Zeus, nor seen thee coming on 
board my ahip, to ward oif soirow from me. But I wandered 
evermore with a stricken heart, till the gods delivered me 
from my evil case, even till the day when, within the fat land 
of the men of Phaeacia, thou didst comfort me with thy 
words, and thyself didst lead me to their city. And now 
I beeeech thee in thy father's name to tell me: for I deem 
Dot that I am come to clear-seen Ithaca, but I roam over 
some other land, and mcthinks that ihou speakesl thus to 
mock me and beguile my mini Tell me whether in very 
deed I am come to mine own dear country." 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him : 
' Yea, such a thought as this is ever in Ihy breast. Where- 



fore 1 may in no wise \nve ihcc in all ihy grief, to wary ait 
tliou, 90 rcadj of wit and so prudent Right gladly wonld 
any other man on his return from wandering have hasted to 
behold his children and his wife in his halls ; but thoa basi 
no will to learn or to hear aught, till thou hau furthennore 
m&de trixl of thy wife, who sits as erer En her balls, and 
K-earily Cor her the nights wane always and the days, In 
shedding of tears. Bnt of this 1 Dcver donbted, but ever 
knew it in my hean that thou wouldest come home with the 
loss of all thy company. Yet, I tell thee, I had no mind la 
be at strife with Poseidon, my own father's brother, who bid 
up wraih in his hean agniost thee, being angered at the 
blinding of his dear bod. But come, and I will show thee llie 
place of the dwelling of Ithaca, that thou mayst be assured^ 
Lo, here is the haven of Phorcj-s, the anient one of tlie 
sea, and here at the haven's head is the olive tree wilfa 
spreading leaves, and hard by it is the pleasant cave and 
shadowy, sacred to the nymt'tiB that are called the Naiads. 
Yonder, behold, is the roofed cavern, where ibou ofieredsl 
many an acceptable sacrilice of hecatombs to the nymphs ; 
and to, this hiU is Neriion, all clothed in forest.' 

Therewith the goddeas scaltered the mist, and tbe land 
appeared. Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus was glad 
rejoicing in his own land, and he kbscd the caith, the gtain- 
giver. And anon he prayed to the nymphs, and lifted up 
his hands, saying! 

' Ye Naiad nymphs, daughters of Zeus, never did I think 
to look on you again, but now be ye greeted in my loving 
prayers: yea and gifts as aforetime I will give, if tbe 
daughter of Zeus, driver of the spoil, suffer me of her grace 
myself to live, and bring my dear son to manhood.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake lo himligain : 
' Be of good courage, and let not thy heart be careful al 
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these (hings. Bu'. come, let us stiaighhniy set thy goods 
in the secret place of the wondrous cave, that there tbey 
may abide for lliee safe. And let us for ourselves advise us 
how all may be for the very best.' 

Therewith the goddess plunged into the shadowy cave. 
flearching out the chambers of the cavem. Meanwhile 
Odysseus brought up his treasure, the gold and the unyield- 
mgr bronae and fair woven raiment, which the Phaeactans 
gave him. And these things he laid by with care, and Pallas 
Athene, daughter of Zeus, lord of the aegis, set a stone 
against (lie door of the cave. Then they twain sat down 
by the trunk of the sacred olive tree, and devised death for 
the froward wooers. And the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, 
spake first, saying : 

' Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus. Odysseus of many 
devices, advise thee how thou mayest stretch forth thine 
hands upon the shameless wooers, who now these three 
years lord it Ilirough thy halls, as they woo thy godlike 
wife ant) proffer the gifts of wooing. And she, that Is 
ever bewailing her for thy return, gives hope 10 all and 
makes promises to every man and sends them messages. 
but her mind is set on other thii^gs.' 

And Odysseus of many counsela answered her, saying: 

' Lo now, in very Inilh I was like to have perished in my 
fialls by the evil doom of Agamemnon, son of Atrcus, hadst 
not ihoti, goddess, declared me each thing aright. Come 
then, weave some counsel whereby I may requite ihcm; and 
thyself stand by me, and put great boldness of spirit within 
me, even as in the day when we loosed ihe shining coronal 
of Troy, If but thou woaldcst stand by nac with such 
eagerness, thou grey-eyed roddess. I would war even with 
ihrce hundred men. with thee my lady atid goddess, if thou 
of thy (frace didst succour me the while.' 
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Then tbe goddess. grejr-«yed Athene, answered him : ' Yea, 
verily 1 will be near ihec nor will 1 forget tbce, whensoever 
we come to this toil: and aiethinlu that certain of the 
wooerB that devour thy livelihood thall bespatter the bound- 
leas earth with blood and brains. But come, I viU make 
thee sucb-Iike that oo maa shall know tbee. Thy fair Ktcin I 
will wither on thy supple limbs, and make waste thy veDow 
hair from off thy head, and wrap thee in a foul garment, 
such that one would ehudder to see a man therein.* And I 
will dim thy two eyes, erewhile 90 lair, in such wise that 
ihou Riciyest be unseemly in the sight of all the wooen and 
of thy wife and son, whom thoo didw leave in thy halls. 
And do thou thyself first of all go onto the swineherd, who 
lends thy swine, and is loyal to thee as of old, and Im-W 
ihy son and constant Penelope. Him shall thou find siltiiis 
by the swine, as ihey are feeding near the rock of Corax and 
the spring Areiliusa, and there they eat abundance of acome 
and drink, the black water, things that make tn good case tbe 
rich flesh of swine. There do thou abide and sit by tbe 
swine, and tind out all, till f have gone to Sparta, tbe land 
of fair women, to call Telemachus thy dear son, Odysseus, 
who hath betaken himself lo spacious Lacedaemon, lo the 
I house of McneL^us to seek tidings of tbee, whether haply 

R tliou art yet alive,' 

I And Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying ; 

I 'Nay, wherefore then didst thou not tell him, seeing thou 

I hast knowledge of all? Was It, perchance, that he too may 

I wander in sorrow over the unharvested seas, and that others 

I may consume his livelihood?' 

I Then Ihc Koddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him : ' Kay, 

I let him not be heavy on thy heart. I myself was his guide, 
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that by going tbither he might win a good report. T^, he 
knows no toil, but lie sits in peace in the palace of the son 
of Alreus, and has boundless store about him. Truly the 
joung meu with their black ship they lie in wait, nod are 
eager to slay him ere he come to his own country. Bui 
this, methinks, shall never be. Yea, sooner shall the earth 
close over certain of the wooers that devour thy livelihood.' 

Therewith Athene touched liim with her wa.nd. His fair 
flef<h she withered on his supple limbs, and made waste his 
yellow hair Jrom off his head, and over all his limbs she cast 
the skin of an old man, and dimmed bis two eyes, erewhile 
so fair. And she changed hts rajment to a vile wr^p 3.nd a 
doublet, lom gannents and (ilthy, stained with foul smoke. 
And over all she clad him with the great bald hide of a swift 
stag, and she gav« him & staff and a mean tattered scrip, 
and a cord therewith to hang it. 

And after they twain had uken this counsel together, they 
parted ; and she now went to goodly Lacedaemon to fetch 
the son of Odysseus. 




BOOK XIV. 

O^TMou, m the Isfm of a basgar, goat to Bumaoum, iKc buumt «I \ 
tinnci «li«rc be i* wdl utcd >nd leU* a (eigtMd umj, and infonwi MiiwiU 
of lit* tiduviauc o( Uie woocn. 

Birr Od)-S8eu8 fared forth from ih« haven by the rough 
irack, up the voodcd counuy and through ihc heights, where 
Athene bad showed him that he should find the goodly 
swineherd, who cared most for liia sub^taiKe of itll the 
thralls that gootUy Odj-sseus had goltcn. 

Now he found him sitting at [he front cnuy of the 
house, where his courtyard wag buildcd high, in a place with 
wide prospect ; a great court ii was and a fair, with free range 
round it. This the swineherd had buiWcd hj himself foi 
the swine of his lord who was afar, and his mistress and 
the old man Laertes knew not of it. With sioiies dragged 
(hither had he buildcd it, and coped it with a fence of 
white thorn, and he had splii an oak to the dark core, 
and without he bad driven stakes the whole length thereof on 
either side, set tliick and close; and wiiiiin the courtyard 
he made twelve Biyes hard by one another to be beds for the 
•wine, and in each stye fifty grovelling swine were penned, 
brood swine; but the boars slept without. Now the&c were 
far fewer in number, the godlike wooers minishing them at 
their feasts, for the swineherd ever sent in the best of aQ the 
fatted bogs. And their tale was three hundred and three- 
score. And by them always tili-pt four dogs, as fierce as wild 
beasts^wliich the swineherd h:td bred, a master of men. Now 
he was fitiing sandals to his fcei. cutting a good Wowo 
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oxhide, while the rest of his fellows, three in all, -were abroad 
this wuy and that, with the droves of swine ; while the fourth 
he had eenl to the city to take a boar to (he proud wooers, 
as oeeda be must, that ihe^ niighi sacrifice It and satisfy 
their soul with flesh. 

And of 3 sudden the baying dog:s Baw Odyssens, and 
they ran at him yelping, but Odyssetis in his w*rin«s eat 
htm down, and let the Btaff fall ftom his hand. There by 
his own homestead would he have soffered foul hart, but 
the swineherd with qiiick feet hasted after them, and sped 
through the outer door, and lei the skin fall from his hand. 
Aod the hounds he chid and drave them this way and 
that, with a shower of stones, and he spake unto his lord, 
8»ying: 

' Old man, truly the dogs went nigh to be ihc dealh of 
thee all of a sudden, so shouldesi thou have brought shame 
on me. Yea, and the gods have given me oilier pains and 
griefs enough. Here 1 sit, mourning and Sorrowing for my 
godlike lord, and foster the fat swine for others to eat, 
while he in lack of food, il may be. wwi lers over some land 
and city of men of a strange speech, if haply he yet lives 
and beholds the sunlight. But come with me, let tis to the 
inner steading, old man, thai when thy heart is satisfied 
with bread and wine, thou too maycst tell thy tale and 
declare whence thou art, and how many woes thou hast 
endured.' 

Thcrcn'ilh the goodiy swineherd led him to the steading, 
and took him in and set him down, and strewed beneath 
faim thick brushwood, and spread thereon the hide of a 
shaggy wild goat, wide and soft, which served himself for a 
niaClTeSB. And Odyssi^us rejoiced that he had given him 
such welcome, and spake and hailed him : 

' May Zctis, O stranger, and all the other deathless gods 
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{[rstnt tbee thf dcaieU wisb, siticc thoa hast received nie 
bcartilyt' 

Tfaeo, O swineherd Eumacus, didst thou answer him, 
sajing : ' Guest of mine, it were aa impious thin^ for me 
to slight a stranger, even if there cam« a. meaner man than 
thou ; for from Zeus &re all strangers and beggare ; and a 
little gift from such as we, is dear ; Tor this ts ibe way with 
thralls, who are cTcr in fear when young lords Uke ours 
bear ra)« over them. For surely the gods have stayed the 
retnmit^ of m}' master, who would ba\-e loved me diligently, 
and given me somewhai of my own, a house and a parcel 
of ground, ind a eomety* wife, such as a kind lord gives to 
his man, who halt laboured much for him and the work cf 
whose hands God haih likewise increased, even as he tn- 
Crensetb this work of mine whereat I abide. Therefore woidd 
mjr lord have rewarded me greatly, had he grown oM si 
home. But be hath perislied, as I would that all the stock 
of Helen had peri&hed utterly, forasmuch as she hatb caused 
the loosening of many a man's knees. For he too departed 
to Ilios of the goodly stocds, to get atonement for Aga- 
memnon, that so he might war with the Trojans.' 

Therewith he quickly bound up bis doublet with hia girdle, 
and went his way to the styes, where the tribes of Ibe swine 
were penned. Thence he took and brought forth two, and 
sacriiiced them both, and singed them and cat them Bmall, 
and spitted them. And when he had roasted all, be bare 
and set it by Odysseus, all hot as it was upon the spits, and 
he sprinkled thereupon while barley-meal Then in a bowl 
of ivywood he mixed the honey-sweet wine, and hiraacif 
over against him and bade him fall to : 

'Eat now, strangLT, such fare as ihralis have lo hand, even 
flesh of sucking pigs; but the fatted hogs the wooers devour, 
for ihey know not the wrath of the gods dm any pity. 
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Verily the blessed gotU love not frowaid deeds, but ihey 
reverence justice andlhe righteous acts of men. Yet even foes 
and men unfriendly, that land on a strange coast, and Zeus 
grants them a prey, and they have laden their ships and depart 
for home; yea, even on their heaits falls strong fear of ilie 
'wrath of the gods, But lo you, these men know somewhat, — 
for they have heard an utterance of a god — , even the tidings 
of our lord's evil end, seeing that they ate not minded justly 
to yfoo, nor to go back to their own, bLt 2t ea^e they devour 
i>ur wealth with insolence, and now there is no sparing. For 
every day and every night that comes from Zeus, they make 
sacrifice not of one victim only, nor of two, and wine tliey 
dr&w and waste it riotously. For surely his livelihood was 
great past telling, no lord in the dark mainland had so much, 
nor any in Ithaca itself; nay, not twenty men together have 
wealth so great, and 1 will tell thee the sum Lhereof. Twelve 
herds of kine upon the m^nland, as many floclis of sheep, 
AS many droves of swine, as many ranging herds of goats, 
that his own shepherds and strangers pasture. And ranging 
herds of goats, eleven in all, graze here by the extremity of 
the island with trusty men to watch ihem. And day by day 
each man of these ever drives one of the flock to the wooers, 
■whichsoever seems the best of the fatted goals. But as for 
me I guard and keep these swine and 1 choose out for them, 
as well as I may, the best of the swine and send it hence.' 

So spake he, but Odysseus ceased not lo eat Ocsh and 
drink wine right eagedy and in silence, and the while was 
sowing the seeds of evil for the wooers. Now when he had 
well eaten and comforted his heart with food, then the herd&* 
man filled him the bowl out of which he was wont himself 
to drink, and he gave it him brimming with wine, and he 
took it and was glad at heart, and uttering his voice spake 
to him winged wocda : 
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'Hf friend, who wu it then thai bought tbee with bii 
wealth, a man so ezce«ding rich and loigbtj a« thM 
declarcGt? Than sudrst that be perisfaed to get atonement 
for Agizmemnon; lell me, if perdiance I may know him, 
bang such an one as thou sa>-eat For Zeus, metfainks, and 
the other deatbleu gods know whether I bav« sMn him ud 
majr bring tidings of him; for I have wandered tax.' 

Then the &winehetd, a master of men, answered Mm: 
'Old man, no wanderer who came hither and brought ll^SS 
of him cotild win the car of his wife and bts dear son; 
bat lightly do vagrants tie when they need enieitaauncDt, 
and care not lo tell tralh. Wliosoever contes strajring to 
the land of Ithaca, goes lo my mistrcsa and speaks -words 
of guile. And she receives him kindly and lovingly and 
inqturet of all things, and the tears fall from her eyelids for 
weeping, as is meet for a woman when her lord hath died 
a^. And quickly enough u-ouldst thoo too, old man, forge 
a tale, if any would but give thee a mantle and a doublet for 
ndstent. But as for him, dogs and swil^ fowb are like 
already lo have lorn his skin from the bones, and his Sfunt 
hath left him. Or the fishes have eaten him in the deep, 
and there lie his bones swathed in sand-drift on the shore. 
Yonder then hath he perished, bul for his friends nougitt 
U ordained but care, for a]l, bnt for me in chief. For ncwr 
•gain shall I lind a lord so gentle, how far soever I may go, 
not though again I attain unto the house of my father 
and my mother, where at first I was bom, and they 
nourished me themselves and with their own hands they 
reared me. Nor henceforth it is not for these that I sorrow 
bO much, though I long to behold ihem with mine eyes in 
mine own country, but desire takes hold of me for Odysseus 
who is afar. His na.me, stnmgcr, even though he is not 
bcrcj it shameth mc to speak, for he loved me exceedingly. 
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and cared for tne at heart ; &ay, I call him " woishiprul," 
tibelt he Is far hence* 

Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus spake to him again: 
' My friend, forasmacb as thou uitcrly beliest tne, and sayeat 
lha.t henceforth h« will not come again, and thine heart 
is ever slow to believe, therefore will I tell thee not Iighily 
but with an oath, that Odysseus shall return. And let me 
have the wages of good tidings as soon a3 ever he in his 
joumcpng shall come hither to his horae. Then clothe me in 
a mantle and a doublet, goodly raiment But ere that, albeit 
I am sore in need I will not take aught, for hateful to 
me even as the gates of hell, is that man, who under stress 
0/ poverty speaks words of g;iiile. Now be Zeus my witness 
before any god, and the hospitable board and the liearlh of 
noble Odyasetis whereunto 1 am come, that all these things 
shall surely be accomplished even as I tell thee. In this same 
year Odysseus shall coiue hither; as die old moon wanes and 
the new is bora shall he return to his home, and shall take 
vengeance on all who here dishonour his wife and noble son.* 
Then didst thou make answer, swineherd £umacu$: 
•Old man, it is not I then, that shall ever pay thee lliese 
wages of good tidings, nor henceforth shall Odysseus ever 
come to his home. Nay drink at ease, and let us turn our 
thotlghts to other matters, and bring not these to my remem* 
brance, fof surely my heart within me is sorrowful whenever 
anjr man puts me in mind of my true lord. But as for thine 
oath, wc will let it be ; but I pray that Odysseus may come 
according to niy desire, and the desire of Penelope and of 
that old man Laertes and godlike Telemachus. But now I 
make a comfortless lament for the boy begotten of Odysseus, 
even for Telemachus. When the gods had reared him 
like a young sapling, and I thought that he wonld be 
no worse man among men than his dear father, glorious in 
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fotm and &C«, some god or some nun marred his good 
urits within htm, and be went to fair Pylos after Uding) cf 
his sire. And dow the lordlj wooers lie in wait for him 
on bis wiy home, that the race of godlike Arceisius may 
perish nameless out of Ithaca. Howbdt, no more of him 
now, vbeUier he shall be taken or whether he shall escape, 
RDd Cronion stretch out his hand to shield him. But come, 
old man, do thou tell me of thine own troaUes. And 
herein tell me tme, that I may surdy know. Who an thou 
of the sons of men, and whence ? Where is thy city, where 
are they that begat thee ? Say on what manner of ship didst 
tliou come, and how tUd sailors bring thee to Iihaca, and 
who did they avow them to be t For in nowise do I deem 
that ihou earnest hither by land.' 

And Od)'sseus of many counsels answered bim saying : 
* Yea now, I will tell thee all most plainly. Might we have 
food and sweet wine enough to lost for long, wlUlc we abide 
withtB thy hut lo feast thereon in quiet, and others betake 
them to their work ; then eould I easily speak for a whole 
year, nor yet make a. full end of telling all the troubles of my 
spirit, all the travail I have wrought by the will of the gods. 

' I avow that I come hy lineage from wide Crcic, and am the 
son of a wealthy man. And many other sons he bad bom and 
bred in the halls, Uiwrul-born of a wedded wife; but the mother 
that bare me was a concubine bought with a price. Yet Castor 
son of Hylax, of whose blood I avow me to be, gave me no less 
honour than his lawful sons. Now he at that time got wor- 
ship even as a god from the Cretans in the land, for wealth and 
riches and 80ns renowned. Howbeit the fates of death bate 
him away to the bouse of Hades, and his gallant sons divided 
among them his living and cast lots for it. But to me they 
gave a very small gift and assigned me n dwelling, and 1 
look unto me a wife, the daughtei of men that had wide laa 
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by reason of my valour, for that I was no wealiting nor a 
dotard; but now all my might has failed me, yet even so I deem 
that thou mightest guess from seeing the stubble what ihp grain 
has been, for of trouble I have plenty and to spare. But then 
verily did Ares and Athene g^ive me boldness and courage to 
burl through the press of nafen ; and so often aa I chose the best 
warriors for an ambusb.sowing the seeds of evil for my foemen, 
no boding of death was in my lordly heart, but I would leap out 
the foremost and slay with the spear whoso of my foes was 
less fleet of fool than I, Such an one was I in war, but (be 
labour of the field I never loved, nor home-keeping thrift, that 
breeds brave children, bul galleys willi their oars were dear 
to me, and wars and polished shafts and darts — baneful 
things whereat others ase to shudder. But that, methinks, 
was dear to me which the god put in my heart, for divers men 
take delight in divets deeds. For ere ever the sons of the 
Achaeans had set foot on Ihe land of Troy, I had nine times 
Xsukcl. a leader of men and of iiwift-faring ships against a etrange 
people, and wealth fell ever to my hands. Of the booty I 
wodd choose out for me all that I craved, and much thereafier 
I won by lot. So my house got increase speedily, and thus 
I waxed dread and honourable among the Cretans. But when 
Zeos, of the far-borne voice, devised at the last that hateful 
path which loosened the knees of many a man in death, 
then tile people called on me and on renowned Idomeneus 
to lead the ships to Eios, nor was there any way whereby to 
refuse, forlhc people's voice bore hard upon ua. There we 
sons of the Aclucaas warred for nine whole years, and then 
In Ibe tenth year we sacked the city of Priam, and departed 
homeward with our ships, and a god scattered the Acliaeans. 
But Zcus,tbe counsellor, devised mischief against me, wretched 
H man that I was! For one month only I abode and had joy in 
I my children and my wedded wife, and all that I had; and there 

L^ 






Liter my spirit b«de t&e fit out ships ia the best manner uui 
Mfl to E^^ ^"^ "T E^xII'l'^ compnny. Nine ships I fitted 
out and ibe bost was gatbeied quickly; and then for six 
diyi tsf deal oompanj feasted, and I gave them raiay 
Tictims thai tbej migfit sacrifice to the gods and prepare a 
icast for Ibensehes. Bat on the tercalb day we set sail 
' Irom wide Crete, with a North Wind liresh and fair, and lishilf 
' ve nm &£ it were down stream, yea and no haim came to mj 
ihip of mine, but we sat s&fe and hale, while the wind and 
llie pDots guided the barqoea. And on the fifth day we 
came to the tair-flovriDS Acgjptus, and in the river Aegyptus 
I Biayed ray carved ships. Then ?erily I bade my dear com- 
pMUOOs to abide ibere by the ships and to goard them, and 
I sent fonh scouts to nuige the poinu of outlook. But my 
men gave place to .wantonness, being the foola of their own 
force, and soon they fell to wasting the fields of the Egyptians, 
<zoeedtng Eair, and led away their wives and infant children 
and dew the men. And the cry came quickly to the diy, 
and the people bearing the »hout came fonh at tbe breaking 
of the cby, and aS tbe plain wrs filled with footmen and 
honcmcn and with the glitter of broDEc. And Zeu^ whose 
joy is in the thunder, sent an evil panic upon my compAsy, 
tBd none durst stand and face the foe, for danger encom- 
passed us on every side. There they slew many of us vitlt 
the edge of the sword, and others they led up with them 
alive to work for them perforce. But as for roc, Zeus him- 
telf put a thought into my heart ; would to God that I had 
nther died, and met my faic there in Egypt, for sormw was 
still mine host I Straightway I put off my well-wrooghl 
helmet from my head, and the shield from off my shoulders, 
and I cast away my spear from my hand, and I came over 
agvnst the horses of the king, and clasped aod kissed his 
knees, and he saved me and delivered mc, and setting mo 
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on his own cli^ot toolc me weeping to his home. Tniljr 
many aa one made at mc with thcic aslicu spcara,caj(Cr to slay 
roc, for i-erily Ibcy were sore angered. BtU the king kept 
them off aod had respect unto the wrath of Zeus, the god 
of straogerG, who chieflj' hnth displeasure at evil deeds. So 
for seven whole jeais I abode with their king, and gathered 
much substance among the Egyptians, for they all gave me 
gifts. But when the eighth year came in du« ueason, there 
arrived a Phoenician practised in deceit, a greedy knave, 
who had already done much mischief among men. He 
wrought on me with his cunning, and took me with him 
until be came to Phoenicia, where was his house and where 
bis treasures lay. There I abode with him for the space of 
a foil year. But when now the months and days were ful- 
filled, as the year came round and the sfasons returned, he 
Kl me aboard a seafaring ship for Libya on a false pretence, 
forsooth that I was to convey a cargo with him, but bis pur- 
pose was to sell me in Libya, and get a great price. So 
I went with him on board, as needs I must, suspecting aH 
And the ship ran before a North Wind fresh and fair, ihrougb 
the mid eea over beyond Crete, and Zeus contrived the dc- 
stniction of the crew. But when we left Crete, and no land 
showed in sight but sky and sea only, even then the son of 
Cronos stayed a dark cloud over the hollow ship, ajid tlie 
deep waxed dark beneath iL And in the same moment Zeus 
ihnctdcrcd and smote his bolt into the sliip, and she reeled all 
over being stricken by the bolt of Zeus, and was iilled with fire 
arid brimstone, and all the crew fell overljoord. And like sea- 
gulls ihey were borne hither and thither on the waves about 
the black alup, and the god cut olT iheir rcliim. But in this 
hour of my afQiction Zeus himself put into my hands the huge 
most of the dark-prowed ship, that even ycl I might escape 
fiom harm. So I clung round the mast and was borne by 
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ihe niinous winds. For nine days was I borne, and on ilie 
leniti black night the great rolling 'wave brought me nigli to 
the land of tbc ThesprotJans. There the king: of the Thcs- 
prolianit, the lord Pheidon, took me in freely, for his dear 
son lighted on mo and raised m« \>y the hand luid led me to 
his house, foredoac with toil and the keen air, (ill he came 
to his father's palace. And be clothed me in a maatJe and 
a doublet for raiment. 

' There I heard tidinps of Odysseus, for the king told me 
that he had entertaiaed him, and kindly entreated him on 
his way to his own country' ; and he showed mc all the 
wealth Ihftt Odysseus had gathered, bronze and gold and 
weLI-wTOughc iron ; }'ea it would sutGce for his children after 
him even to ihc tenth gcnernlion, so great were tbc treasures 
he had stored in the chambers of llie king. He had gone, 
he said, to Dodooa to hear the counsel of Zeus, from the 
high leafy oak tree of the god, how he should retnm to the 
fat land of Ithaca after long: absence, whethur openly or by 
stealth. Moreover, he sware, in mine own presence, as be 
poured die drink offering in his house, that the ship was drawn 
down lo the sea and his company were ready, who were 
to convey him to Sis own dear country. But ere that, he 
sent me off, for it chanced that a ship of the Thesprotians 
was starting for Dulichium, a land rich in grain. Thithct 
he bade them guide me with all diligence to the kbg 
Acastus. But an evil counsel concerning mc found favour 
in their sight, that even yet I might reach the extremity of 
sorrow, When the seafaring ship bad sailed a great way 
from die land, anon they sought how they might compass 
for me the day of slavery. They slript me of my garments. 
my mantle and a doublet, and changed my raiment to a vile 
wrap and doublet, tattered garments, even those thou seef-t 
now before thee; and in ihe evening they reached the Gelds 



of clear-se«i] Itbaca. Tb«re in the decked ship they bound 
mc doseiy with a twisted lope, and themselves went ashore, 
and hasted to ttike supper by the sea-banks. Meanwhile 
the gods themselves lightly unclasped my bands, and 
muffling my-head with the wrap I slid down the smooth 
ladder at the ctem, and set my breast to the sea and 
rowed bard with both hands as I swam, and very soon 
I was out of the water and beyond their reach. Then I 
went dp where there was a thicket, a wood in full leaf, and 
lay there crouching. And they went hither and thither 
making great moan ; but when now it seemed to them tittle 
arafl to go further on ihcir quest, they departed back again 
aboard their hollow ship. And the gods themselves hid me 
easily and brought me nigh to the homestead of a wise man; 
(or still, methinks, I am ordained to live on.' 

Then didst thou make answer to him, swineherd 
EuniReus : * Ah I wretched guest, verily thou hast stirred my 
heart with the tale of all these things, of thy sufferings and 
ihy wanderings. Yet herein, methinks, thou speakest not 
oiigfal, and never shah thou persuade me with the tale about 
Odysseus; why should one in thy plight lie vainly? Well 
I know of mine own self, as touching my lord's return, thai 
he was utterly bated by all the gods, in that they smote him 
not among the Trojans nor in the arms of hia friends, when 
he had wound up the clew of war. So should the whole 
Acfaaean host have builded him a barrow; yea and for his 
•on would he have won great glory in the after days ; but 
now all inglonously the spirits of the storm have snalched him 
away. IJut as for me I dwell apart by the swine and go not 
to the city, unless perchance wise Penelope summons me 
(hither, when tidings of my mastci are brought I know not 
whence. Now all the people sit round and stmiily question 
the n«W3-bcar«r, both such as grieve for their lord that is long 
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gone, and such as i«joice in devoaring his living without atone- 
ment Bui I have no care to ask or to inquire, since the day 
that an Aetoltan cheated me with his story, one trho bad ■ 
slain his man and wandered over wide lands and came to 
my steading, and I dealt lovingly with him. He said that 
he had seen my master among the Cretans at the house of 
Idomeneus, mending his ships which the storms had brokea 
And he said that he would come home either by the summer 
or tlie harvest-lide, bringing much wealth with the godlike 
men of his company. And thou too old man of many 
sorrows, seeing that some god hath brought thee to me, 
seek not my grace with lies, nor give me any such comfort ; 
not for this will I have respect to thee or hold thee dear, 
but only for the fear of Zeus, the god of strangers, and for 
pity of thyself.* 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying : 
* Veiily thy heart within thee is slow to believe, sedng that 
even with an oath I have not won thee, nor lind credence 
with thee. But come now, let us make a covenant ; and we 
wUI each one have for witnesses the gods above, who hold 
Olympus, tf thy lord ahall return to this house, put oa 
me a mantle and doublet for r^ment, and send me on my 
way to Dulichium, whither I had a desire to go. But if thy 
lord return not according to my word, set thy thralls upon 
me, and cast me down from a miglity rock, that another 
beggar in his turn may beware of deceiving.' 

And the goodly swineherd answered him, saying: *Yea 
stranger, even so should I get much honour and good luck 1 
among men both dow and ever hereafter, if sflerbringrngtbceH 
to my hut and giving thee a stranger's cheer, I should turn" 
again and slay thee and take away ihy dear life. With 
good heart thereafter would I pray to Zeus the son of 
Cronos I But now it is BOpper-Ume, and would thai my 
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fellows may speedily be at home, that we may maJte ready 
a daialy supper wilhia the liuU' 

Thuii ibey spalce one lo the other. And lo, the swine 
and the swineherds drew nigh. And tlie swine they shut up 
to sleep in tbdr laJis, and a mighty din arose as the swine 
were being stalled. Then the goodly swineherd called to his 
fellows, saying : 

' Bring the best of the swine, that I may sacrifice it for 
a guest of mine f/om a far land : and we too will have good 
cheer therewith, for we have long suffered and toiled by 
reason of the white-tusked swine, while others devour the 
fruit of our labour without atonement.' 

Therewithal be cleft logs ^ith the pitiless ftice, and the 
others brought in a well-fatlcd boar of five years old ; and 
they set him by the hearth nor did the swineherd forget the 
deathless gods, for he was of an understanding heart. But for 
a beginning of sacrifice he cast btislles from the head of tbe 
white-tusked boar upon the fire, and prayed to all the gods 
that wise Odysseus might return to his own house. Then he 
stood erect, and smote the boar with a biliet of oak which he 
Ivid left in the cleaving, and the boar yielded up his life. 
Then they cut the throat and singed the carcase and quickly 
cut it up, and the swineherd took a 6rst portion from all the 
limbs, and laid the law Hcsh on the rich fat. And some pieces 
he cast into the fire after sprinkling them with bruised barley- 
meal, and they cut the rest up small, and pierced it, and spitted 
and roasted it carefully, and drew it all oflf firom the spits, and 
put the whole mess together on trenchers. Then the swine- 
herd stood up to carve, for well he knew what was fair, and 
be cut up the whole and divided it into seven ponionB. 
Ottc, when he had prayed, he set aside for the nymphs and 
for Hermes son of Maia, and the rest he distributed lo 
each. And he gave Odysseus the portion of honour, the 
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lougr back of tlie white-lusked boar, and the soul of liiB lord 
rejoiced at lliis renown, and Odysseus of niiny counsel* 
hailed bim saj'ing: 

'Eumaeus, oh ihat thou mayest so surely be dear to 
fEilher Zeus, as thou art to me, seeing' tliat thou booourest 
me with a good portion, such an one as I ara I' 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumacus! 

'Eat, luckless stranger, and make merry with such fare as 
b here. And one thing the god will give and another with- 
told, even as he will, for with him all things are possible.' 

So he spake, and made burnt ofTerin^ of the hallowed 
parts to the everlosiing gods, and poured the dark wine for > 
drink offering, and set the cup in the hands of Odvsseus, 
the waster of cities, and sat down hy his own mess. And 
Mesaulius bare them wheatcn bread, a ihraLl that the swiiie- 
hcrd had gotten all alone, while his lord was awaj, without 
the knowledge of his mistress and the old Laertes : yea he 
had bought him of the Taphians with his o'wii substance. So 
titey stretched forth their hands upon the good cheer spread 
before them. Now after they had put from them the desire 
of meat and drinfc, Mesaulius cleared away the bread, and 
Ihey, now that they bad eaten enough of bread and flesh, 
were moved to go to rest. 

Now it was so that nighi came on foul with a blind 
moon, and Zeus rained lh« whole night through, and stilt ihe 
great West Wind, the rainy wind, was blowing. Then 
Odysseus spake among them tliat he might make trial of 
the swineherd, and see whether he would take off his own 
mantle and give It to bio or bid one of his company strip, 
since he cared for him so greatly : 

■ Lislen now, Eumacus, and all of you his companions, I 
will utter a prayer and then tell my tale ; so bids mo willeil 
wine, which drives even tlie wisest to sing and to laugh sofUy, 



I 



i 



and rou9es him to dance, yea and mates him to speak out a 
word which were better unspoken. Howbeit, now ihot I have 
broken into speech, I will not liide augbt Oh that I were 
young, and ray might were sleadr,isl, as in the day when wc 
arrajed our ambush and led it beneath Troy (owal And 
Odysseus, and Mcnelaus son of Atreus, were leaders and 
with them I was a lliird in command ; for so Ihey bade mo. 
Now when we liad cotoe to the city and the steep wall, we 
lay about the citadel in the thick brushwood, crouching 
under our arms among the reeds and the marsh land, and 
behold, the night came on foul, with frost, as the North 
Wind went down, wliile the snow fell from above, and crusted 
Uke rime, bitter cold, and the Ice set thick about our shields. 
Now the odicrs all had maatles and doublets, and skpt in 
peace with their shields buckled close about their shoulders; 
but I as I went forth had left my mantle behind with 
my men, in my folly, thinking that even so I should not 
be cold; so I came with my shield alone, and my shining 
doublet But when it was now the third watch of the night 
and the atars had passed the cenitli, In ttial hour I spake 
unto Odysseus who was nigh me, and thrust him with my 
elbow, and he listened straightway ; 

* " Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many 
devices, veiily I shall cease from among living men, for this 
wintry cold ts slaying me, seeing that I have no mande. 
Some god beguiled me to wear a doublet only, and hence- 
Ibitb is no way of escape." 

•So I spake, and he apprehended a thought in his hear^ 
such an one as he was in counsel and in Gght So he 
wbispefed and spake to me, saying: 

'"Be silent now, lest some other Achaeans hear thee."* 
Tberewith be raised bis head apon his elbow, and spake, 
saying : " Listen, friends, a vision from a god came to 



me in my sleep. Lo, we htvt come veiy far from the 
sliipsj 1 wouJd there were one to tell it to Agamemnot), 
SDO of Atreus, sfaepbenl of the host, if perchince be mzj 
send us hither a greater company froin the ships." 

' So spake he, and Thoas, son of Aodraemoii, rose op 
quickljr and cast off his purple mantle. And be started 
to ran unto the &hips, but I Uy gladly in his ^aroaent, 
lod the golden-throned Pawn showed her light Ob 1 that 
I were young as then and my might steadfast I Then 
should some of the swineherds in the homestead give me 
a mantle, alike for love's salce and for pity of a good 
warrior. But now they sconi mc for that sorry raiment 'a 
about my body,' 

Then didst thoa make answer, O swineherd Eumaeus : 
'Old man the tale that tliou hast told in hi» praise is very 
good, and so far ihou hast not misspoken aughl, nor uttered 
a word unpro&tably. Wherefore for this night thou shalt 
lack neither raiment nor aught else tliat is the due of a 
hapless suppliant, when he has met them that can befriend 
him. But in the morning ihoa shalt go sltuSling in thine 
own rags, for there arc not many mantles here or changes 
of doublet; for each man hath but one coat. Biil when 
Ihc dear son of Odysseus comes, be himself will give thee 
a mantle and doublet for raiment, and send ibte whither- 
soever tliy heart and spirit bid.* 

With that he sprang up and set a bed for Odysseus near 
llie fire, and thereon he cast skins of sheep and goats. 
There Odysseus laid him down and Hiunaeus cast a great 
tliick mantle over him, which he had ever by him for a 
chang-: of covering, when any terrible storm should anse. 

So there Odysseus slept, and the young men slept beside 
him. Hut ihe swineherd bad no mind to lie there in a bed 
away from the boars. So he made him ready to go forth 
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BOOK XV. 

Pollu U!tid« hamn Tclcmncliui from LuMlsemea with tt* prcKBti gfroi 
him by Mendiuis. TGlcmoclkiu kbded, goes first to HumMoa; 



Now Pallas Atlicnc went to the wide land of LRCcdicmon, 
to put the rolilc son of the great-heaited Odysseus in mint! 
of his Tetum. and to make Hm hasten his coming. And 
she found Tclcmachos, and the glorious son of Nestor, 
couched at the entry of the house of famous Menetaus. 
The son of Nestor tnily was overcome with soft sleep, but 
sweet sleep gat not hold of Telemachvs, but, through the 
night divine, careful thoughts for his father kept him wakeful. 
And grey-eyed Athene slood nigb him and spake to liun, 
iAymg: 

'Telemachus, it is no longer meet that thou sboaldest wander 
far from thy home, leaving thy substance behind thee, and 
men in ihy house so wanton, lest they divide and utterly devour 
all thy wealth, and lliou shalt have gone on a vain journey. 
But come, rouse with all haste Menelaus, of the loud war-cry, i 
to send thee on thy way, that thou mayest even yet find thy 
noble mother in her home. For even now her father and' 
her brethren bid her wed Eiirymachus, for he outdoes all| 
the wooers in his presents, and hath been greatly increasing ' 
his giEls of wooing. So &hall she take no treasure from thy 
house despite ihy will. Thou knowest of what sort b the 
heart of a woman within her ; all her desire is to increase 
the house of tlie man who takes her to wife, bat of her 
fonner children and of her own dear lord she has no more 
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tnitaoiy oDCe be is dead, and she asks concerning him no 
mow. Go ihen, and tiiyself put a.11 ihy livelihood in lh« 
hftnds of whatsoever maid seems to thee th« best, till 
the day when the gods shall show thee a glorious 
bride. Now another word will I tell thee, and do thou 
Uy it up in thine heart. The noble&t of llie wooers lie 
in wait for ihee of purpose, in the strait between Ithaca 
and rugged Samos, eager to filay ihce before thou eome 
to thine own coimity. But this, melliJiiks, will never be; 
yea, sooner shall the earth close over certain of the wooers 
that devour thy llveliliood. Nay, I;eep thy well-wrought ship 
br fiom those ibIcS, and sail by night as well as day, and 
he of the immortals who hath thee in his keeping; and 
protection will send thee a fair breeze in ihy walce. Eat 
when thou hast touched the nearest shore of Ithaca, send thy 
ship and all thy company forward lo the city, but for thy part 
seek first the swineherd who keeps thy swine, and is loyal to 
thee ft« of old. There do thou rest the night, and bid him 
go to the city to bear tidings of thy coming to the wise 
Pendope, how that she hath got thee safe, and thou art conic 
up out of Pylos.' 

Therewith she departed lo high Olympus. But Telcma- 
chu3 woke the eon of Nestor out of sweet sleep, touching 
him with his heel, and spake to him, saying : 

' Awake, Peisisttatus, son of Nestor, bring up thy horses 
of soUd hoof, and yoke them beneath the car, that we may 
get forward on the road.' 

Then Peisistratus, son of Nestor, answered him, saying; 
' Tclemachus, we may in no wise drive through the dark night, 
bow eager soever to be gone; nay, soon it will be dawn. 
Tany then, till the hero, die son of Aireus, spcar-famed 
Menehus, brings gifts, and sets them on the car, and be- 
speaks thee kindly, and sends ihce on thy way. For of 
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bin) a guest is mindful all tlie days of his Ufe, even of the 
host that shows him loriDg-kindsesa,' 

So spake he, and anon cana« th« srolden-thrOQCd Dawn. 
And Menelaus, of the loud war cry, drew nigh to them, ne« 
risen from bis bed, by E&ir-lioired Helen. Now when ilie 
dear son of Odyiseua marked him, he made haste and gift 
bis shining doublet about him, and the hero cast a great 
tnaotle over hia migb^ shoulders, and vent forth at the door, 
and Telemachus, dear son of divine Odysseus, came op and 
spaVe to MeneUus, saying : 

' Menelaus, son of Atreus, fostcilin|[ of Zeus, leader of the 
people, even now do thou speed me hence, to mine own dear 
country ; for even now my heart is fain to come borDc again.' 

Then Menelaus, of the loud war cry, answered him; 
'Telemachus, ai for tbee, I will not hold thee a long time 
here, that art «ager to return ; nay, I think it shame even in 
another host, who loves overmuch or hates overmuch. 
Measure is best in all things. He does equal wrong who 
speeds a guest that would fain abide, and stays one who 
is in baste to be gone. Men should lovingly entreat 
the present guest and speed the parting. But abide till 
1 bring fair gifts and set them on the car and thine own 
eyes behold ihem, and I bid the women to prepare the 
midday meal in the halls, out of the good store they have 
wiihin. Honour and glory it is for us, and gain withal 
for thcc, that yc should have eaten well ere ye go on your 
way, over vast and limitless lands. And if thou art minded 
to journey through Hellas and mid ArgoB, xwait till I too 
shall go with thee, and yoke ihec horses and lead thee 
to the towns of men, and none shall send us empty awiy, 
bat will give us some one thing to lake with us, eilber 
a tripod of goodly bronze or a cauldron, or two 
a golden clialicc.'! 
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Then wis« Telemachus answeied bini, saying : ' Klenelaus, 
son of Atreus, fosterling af Zeus, leader of tb« people, rather 
would I rettirn even now to mine own landj for I left none 
behind lo watch over my goods when I departed. I would 
not tiiAt I myself should perish on the quest of my god* 
like father, nor ih&t any good heii-loom should be lost from 
my halla.' 

Now when Menelaus, of the loud war cry, heard this tiy'iDg, 
siraigfalway he bade his wife and maids to prepare the midday 
meal in the halls, out of ihe good store they had by them. 
Then Eteoncus, son of Boelhous, came nigh him, just risen 
from his bed, for he abode not far from him. Him Menelaos 
of the loud war cry bade kindle the fiie and roast of the flesh ; 
and he tiearkened and obeyed. Then the prince went down 
into the fragrant treaBure chamber, not alone, for Helen 
went with him, and Megapenthes, Now, when they came 
to the place where the treasures were stored, then Atrides 
took a two-handled cup, and bade his son Megapenthes to bear 
a mixing bowl of silver. And Helen stood by the coffiirs, 
wherein were her robes of curious needlework M^hich she 
herKlf had wrought. Then Helen, the fair lady, lifted one 
and brought it out, the widest and most beautifully em- 
broidered of all, and it shone like a star, and hy far beneath 
the icst 

Then they went forth through the house till they came to 
Telemachus ; and Menetaus, of the fair hair, spake to liini 
saying : 

' Tclcmachus, may Zeus the thunderer, and the lord of 
Here, in very truth bring about thy return according to the 
desire of thy heart. And of the gifts, such as are treasures 
stored in my house, I will giwe thee the goodliest and greatest 
of price. I will give thee a mixing bowl beautifully wrought; 
It is all of silver and the lips thereof are finished widi gold, 
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the work of Hephaestus ; aad Uie bero Phaedimus the king 
of the Sidoni&ns, gvrt it to me vben his house sheltered 
ne, on my coming thither. This cup i would ^ve to 
thee; 

Therewith the bcro Alrides set the two-handled cup io his 
hands. And the strong Megapentbes bare the shining »lver 
bowl and set it bcfoie him. And Helen came up, beaadrvl 
Helen, with the robe in ber hands, and spake and hailed him : 

' Lo I I loo give thee this gift, dear child, a mesiorial of 
the hands of Helen, against ihe day of thy desire, even of 
thy bridal, for thy bride to wear it But meanwhile let it lie 
by thy dear molher in her diamber. And may joy go with 
thee to tliy well-builded house, and thine own country.' 

With that she put it into his bands, and he took it aod 
was glad. And the hero rcisistratus took the gifts and 
laid them in the cticst of the car, and gazed on all tm) 
wondered. Then Menelaua of the fair bur led them lo the 
house. Then they twain sat them down on chaiis and high 
scats, and a handmaid bare water for the hands in a goodly 
golden ewer, and poured il fortli over a silver basin to waab 
whhal, and drew to their side a polished table. And a grave 
darac barcwheaten bread and set it by them, and laid on the 
board many dainties, giving freely of such things as she had 
by her. And the son of Eoelhous carved by the board ani 
divided the messes, and the son of renowned Menelaos 
poured forth the wine. So they stretched forth their hands 
upon the good cheer set before them. Now when they hid 
put (rom them the desire of meat and drink, then did Tele- 
machus and the glorious son of Nestor yoke the horses and 
climb into the inlaid car. And tlicy drave forth from tht 
gateway and the echoing galleTy. After these Menelans, cf 
the fair hair, the son of Atreus, went forth bearing in bis 
right hand a golden cup of honey-hearted wiue, that thej 
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miglit pour a drink -offering ere they departed. And he 
stood before the horses a.nd spake his greeting : 

' Farew«ll, knightly youths, and salute in my name Nestor, 
the shepherd of the people ; for truly he wis gentle to m& 
as a father, while we sons of tfie Achaeans warred in the land 
of Troy.' 

And wise Telemachus answered him, saying : ' Yea verily, 
O fbsterlbg of Zeus, we will tell him all on our coming 
even as thou aayest. Would God I were so sure to find 
Odysseus in his home when I return to Iihaca and to tell 
him bow I have met with all nnanner of loving -kindness at 
ihy bands ere my deparliire, and now take with me treasures 
many and goodly I* 

And even as he spake a bird flew forth at his right hand, 
an eagle that bare in bis claws a great white goose, a tame 
fowl from th« yard, and men and women followed shouting. 
Bnt the bird drew near them and flew off to the right, across 
the horses, and they that saw it were glad, and their hearts 
were all comforicd within them. And Peisistratns, son of 
Nestor, firal spake among them : 

' Consider, Menelaus, fosterling of Zeus, leader of tha 
people, whether god hath showed forth this sign for us twain, 
or for thee thyself.' 

So (pake he, and the warrior Menelaus pondered thereupon, 
how be should take heed to answer, and interpret it aright. 

And long-robed Helen took the word and spake, sa.^'ing: 
'Hear me, and I will prophesy as the unmortals put it into 
my heart, and as 1 deem it will be accomplished. Ev^en as 
yonder eagle came down from the hill, the place of his binh 
and kin, and snatched away the goose that was fostered in 
ihc house, even so shill Odysseus return home after much trial 
and long wanderings and take vengeance; yea, or even now is 
be at home and sowing the seeds of evil for all the' wooers.' 
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Then wise Telemachus answered her, saying : • Now may 
Zeus ordain it so, Zeus the tbunderer and the lord of Here. 
Then would I do thee worship, as to a god, evai in my 
home afar,' 

He apake and smote the horses with the lash, and they sped 
quickly towards the plain, in eager course through the city. 
So all day long ihey swayed the yoke they bore upon their 
necks. And the sun sank, and all the ways were darkened. 
And they came to Pherae, to the honse of Diodes, Eon of 
Orsilochus, the child begotten of Alpheus. There they 
rested for the night, and by them he set the entertainment 
of strangers. 

Now so soon as early Dawn shone forlh. the rosy-fingered, 
they yoked the horses and mounted the inlaid car. And forth 
they drave from the gateway and the echoing gallery. And 
he touched the horses with the whip lo start (hem, and the 
pair flew onward nothing loth. And soon thereafter they 
reached the steep hold of Pylos. Then Telemachus spoke 
unto the son of Neslor, saying : 

' Son of Nestor, in what wise mightest thou make me a 
promise and fulfil my bidding ? For we claim to be friends 
by rea-ion of our fathers* friendship from of old. Moreover 
we are equals in age, and this journey shall lum to our 
greater love. Take me not hence past my ship, O fosterliRg 
of Zeus, but leave me there, lest that old man keep me in 
his house in my despite, out of his eager kindness, for I must 
go right quickly home.' 

So spake he, and the son of Nestor communed with lis 
own heart how he might make promise, and duly fulfil Ihe 
same. So as he thought thereon, in this wise it seemed 
to him best. He turned back his horses toward the sniri 
ship and the sea-banks, and took forth the feir gifts and set 
them in the hinder part of the ship, the raiment and the gokl 



■which Menelaus gave him. And he called to TeleDi3.chus 
and spake to him winged words : 

' Kow climb the ship with all haste, and bid all thy com- 
pany do likewise, ere I reach home and bring the old man 
■word. For well I know in my mind and heart ihat, being so 
■wilful of heart, he will not let thee go, but he himself will 
come hither to bid thee to his house, and methinks that he 
will not go back without thee; for very ■wroih will he be 
despite thine excuse,' 

Thus he spake, and drave the horses with the flowing 
manes back to the town of the Pylians, aad came quickly to 
the halls. And Telemachus called to bis companions and 
commanded them, saying : 

' Set ye the gear in order, my friends, in the black 
ship, and let us climb aboaid that we may make way upon 
oar course.' 

So spake be, and they gave good heed and hearkened. 
Then straightway they ennbarked and sat upon the benches. 

Thus -was he busy hereal and praying and making burnt- 
offcrirg to Athene, by the stem of the ship, when there 
drew nigh him one from a far country, that had slain his 
man and was fleeing from out of Argos. He was a sooth- 
sayer, and by his linea-ge he came of Melampus", who of 
old time abode in Vy'ios, mother of flocks, a rich man and 
one that had an exceeding goodly house among the Pylians, 
but afterward he had come to the land of strangers, tiecing 
iiom his country and from Ncleus, the great-hearted, the 
proudest of living men, who kept all his goods for & full year 
by force. Ail that time Melampus lay bound with hard bonds 
ID the halls of Phylacus, suffering strong pains foi the sake of 
the daughter of Meleus, and for the dread blindness of sool 
which the goddess, the Erinnys of the dolorous atroke, had 
laid on him. Howsoever he escaped his fate, and drave 



away the lowing kiae froni Ptiylace to Pylos, and a\'cogc(t 
ibe foul dc«d upon godlike Neleos, and brought the maiden 
bome to his own brother to wir«. As for him, be went to 
B country of olb« mtn, to Argo$, ih« )>astureland of liorees; 
Tot there truly it was ordained that he should dwell, bearing 
rule over many of the Argi\ts. There he wedded a wife, and 
builded him a lofty house, and begat Antiphatcs and Mantius. 
two mighty sons. Now Antipbates begat OTclea, the {great- 
hearted, and OrclesAmpbiaraus, the rouser of the host, whom 
Zeu8, lord of the aegis, and Apollo loved with all manner of 
love. Yet he reached not the threshold of old age. but died 
in Thebes by reason of a woman's gilts. And the sons bom 
to liim were Alcmacon and AmpbilochuB. Bat Manfius 
begat Polypheides and Cleitus ; but it came to paas that the 
golden-throned Dawn snatched away Geitus for his »eiy 
beauty's sake, that he might dwell with the Immortals. 

And Apollo made the high-souled Polypheides a seer, far 
the chief of human kind, Amphiaraus being now dead. He 
removed his dwelling to Hyphereaia, being angered with his 
father, and here he abode and prophesied to all men. 

This man's son it was, Theoclymenus by name, that now 
drew rigb and stood by Telemachus. And he found Han 
pouring a drink-offering and praying by the swift black ship, 
and uttering his voice he spake to him winged words: 

'Friend, since I find thee making burnt-oflTcring in this 
pUce, 1 pray thee, by thine offerings and by the god, and 
thereafter by thine own head, and in the name of the men 
of thy company answer my question truly and hide it noL 
Who art thou of the sons of men and whence? Where is 
thy city, where are they that begat thee 1 ' 

And wise Telemachus answered him, saying : ' Yea now, 
stranger, I will phinly telllheealL Oflthaca am Iby lineage, 
and my father ia Odysseus, if ever such an one there wa 
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but now hath be perished by an evil fale. Wherefore I have 
taken my company and a. black ship, and have g^onc fonh to 
liear nord of my father thst has been long afar.' 

Then godlike Theoclymemis spake to him again: 'Even 
so I too have fled from my country, for the manskyinfj of 
wie of mine own kin. And many brethren and kinsmen of 
the slain are in Argos, the pasturcland of horses, and rule 
mightily over the Achaeans. Wherefore now am I an exile 
to shun death and black fate at their hands, for it is my 
doom yet to wander among men. Now set me on board 
ship, since I supplicate thee in my flight, lest they slay mc 
mxMy; for melhinks they follow hard after me.' 

And wise Telemachus answered him, saying: 'Surely I 
will not drive thee away from our good ship, if thou art fain 
to come. Follow thou with us then, and in Ithaca thou 
abalt be welcome to auch things as we iiave.' 

Therewith be took from him his spear of bronze, and laid 
ft along the deck of Oie curved ship, ajid himself too climbed 
tbe sealaring ship. Then he sat him down in the stem and 
made TheoclymenuB to sit beside him ; and his company 
loosed the hawsers. Then Telemachus called unto his com- 
pany, and bade them lay hands on the tackhng, and speedily 
they hearkened to his call. So they raised the mast of pine 
tree, and set it in the hole of the cross plank and made it 
fast with foresiays, and hauled up the white sails with twisted 
ropes of oz'hide. And grey-eyed Athene sent them a 
favouring breeze, rushing violently through the clear sky 
that the ship might speedily finish her course over the salt 
water of the sea. So they passed by Ciouni and Chalcis, a 
land of fair streams. 

And the sun set and all the ways were darkened. And 
the vessel drew nigh to Pheae, being sped before the breeze 
of Zeus, and then passed goodly £lis where the Epcans bear 



rule. From ihence he drave on agun to the Pointed Isles, 
pondering whetlier be sliould escape death or be cnt off. 

Nov Od/sseus and the goodlf swineherd were sapping ia 
the hut, and the other men sat at meat with thetn. So 
when they had put from them the desire of moat and drink, 
Odysseus spake among them, to prove the swineherd, whether 
he would 8till entertain bim diligently, and bid him abide 
there in the steading or send him forward to the city : 

' Listen now, Euraaeus, and all the others of the company. 
In the morning I would fain be gone to the town (o go 
a begging, that I be not ruinoas to thyself and ihj f<d- 
tovs. Now advise me well, and lend me a good guide 
by the way to lead me thither ; and through the dty will 
I wander alone as needs I must, if perchance one may give 
me a cup of water and a morsel of bread. Moreover I 
would go to the house of divine Odysseus and bear tiding 
to the wise Penelope, and consort with the wanton wooers, 
if haply they might grant me a meal out of the boundless 
store that they have by them. Lightly might I do good 
Ecrvice among them, even alt that they would. For lol I 
will tell thee and do tliou mark and listen. By the fivooi 
of Hermes, the raesseoger, who gives grace and glory to 
all men's work, no mortal ma.y vie with mc in the business 
of a serving-man, in piling well a fire, in cleaving dry 
faggots, and in carving and roasting flesh and in pouring 
of wine, those oflices wherein meaner men serve th«i 
betters.* 

Then didst thou speak to him in heaviness of heart, swine- 
hcid Eumacas: 'Ahl wherefore, stranger, hath such a thought 
arisen in thine heart? Surely thou art set on perishing 
Qtierly there, if thou wonldest indeed go mto the throng of 
the wooers, whose outrage and violence reachcth even to the 
iron heaven! Not such as thou are tlieir servants; ibcy 
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thai miDister to them are ^oung mi gsilj' clad in mantles 
and in doublets, and their heads are anointed wilh oil and 
they are fair of face, and the polished boards are laden with 
bread and flesh and wine. Nay, abide here, for none is vexed 
by tliy presence, neither I nor any of my fellows that are 
with me. But when the dear son of Odysseus comes, he him- 
self will give ihee a mantle and a doublet for raiment, and will 
send thee whilhersoever ihy heart and spirit bid thee go.' 

Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him : ' Oh, 
that thou ma^-st so surely be dear lo father Zeus as thou art 
to me, in that thou didst make mc to cease from wandering 
and dread woe I For there is no other thing; more mis- 
chievous to men than roaming; yet for their cursed belly's 
need men endure sore distress, 10 whom come wandering 
and iribulation and pain. But behold now, since ihoa staycst 
mc here, and biddest me wait his coming, tell me of the 
mother of divine Odysseus, and of the father whom at his 
departure he left behind him on the threshold of old age ; 
are tliey, it may be, yet alive beneath the sunlight, or already 
dead and within the house of Hades? ' -. 

Then spake to him the swineherd, a master of men: 'Yea 
now, stranger, I will plainly tell thee all. Laertes yet lives, 
and prays evermore to Zeus that his life may waste from out 
bis limbs within his halls. For he has wondrous sorrow for 
his son that is far away, and for the wedded lady his wise wife, 
whose death afflicted him in chief and brought him to old age 
before his day. Now she died of very grief for her son re- 
nowned, by an evil death, so may no man perish who dwells 
here and is a friend to me in word and deed ! So long as 
she was on earth, though in. much sorrow, I was glad to ask 
and enquire conccramg her, for that she herself had reared 
mc along with long-robed Ctimene, her noble daughter, the 
)'oan€e»t of her children. With her 1 was reared, aad sbe 



bonoiired me little less tliaa her own. But vhen we both 
came to the time of our desire, to the flower of age, 
thereupon thcj s«nt her to Same, and got a great bride- 
price; but my lady clad me in a miuitle and a doti^let, 
raiment very fair, and gave me sandals for my feet and seat 
me forth to the field, and still she loved me with increaang 
love. But now al the last I lack all this; yet the blessed 
gods prosper the work of mine own hands, whereat I abide. 
Of this my eabstancc I have eaten and drunken and given 
to reverend strangers. But from my Udy I may hear nought 
pleasant, neither word nor deed, for evil hith fallen on her 
house, a plague of froward men: yet thralls have a great 
desire to speak before their mistress and find out all and 
eat and drink, and moreover to carry off somewhat with 
them to the Geld, such things as ever comfort the heart 
of a thrall.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered htm saying: 
' .\h, Eumacus, how far then didst thou wander from thtoc 
own country and thy parents while as yet tbou wast but a 
child I But come, declare me this and plainly tell it aU. Was 
a wide-wayed town of men taken and sacked, wherein dwelt 
thy father and thy lady mother, or did unfriendly men find 
thee loDcly, tending sheep or catilc, and shipped thee thence, 
and sold thee into the house of thy master he«, who paid 
for thee a goodly price ? ' 

Then spake to him the swineherd, a master of men: 
' Stranger, since thou asltest and quesiionest me hereof, give 
heed now in silence and make meny, and abide here 
drinking wine. Lo, the nights now are of length untold. 
Time is there lo sleep, and time to listen and be glad ; thoa 
ueedest not turn to bed before the hour; e^'co too much 
sleep is vexation of spirit. But for the re^t, kt him 
whose heart and mind bid him, go forth and clumber, and 
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fit the da.wning of the day let him break, his fast, and follow 
oar master's swin«. But let us twain drink and feast within 
ibc steading, and each in his ncighteur's sorrows take delight, 
recalling them, for even the memory of griefs is a joy to a 
man who hath been sore tried and 'wandered far. Where- 
fore I will tell thee that whereof thou aske&l and dost 
question me. 

' There is a certain isle called Syria, if haply ihou hast 
heard tdl of it, over above Ortysia, and there arc the turning- 
places of the sun. It is not so very thickly peopled, but the 
land is good, rich in herds, rich in Socks, with plenty of com 
and wine. Dearth never enters the land, and no hateful 
nckness falls on wretched mortals. But wlicti the tribes of 
men grow old in that city, then comes Apollo of the silver 
bow, with Artemis, and slays them with the visitation of liia 
gentle shafts. In that isle are two cities, and the whole land 
13 divided between ihem, and my father was king over the 
twain, Ctesius son of Ormenus, a man like to the Im- 
moTUls. 

'Thither came the Phoenicians, mariners renowned, 
grtcdy merchant men, with coimtless gauds ia a black 
ship. Now in my father's house was a Phoenician woman, 
tall and fair and skilled in bright handiwork; this woman 
tbe Phoenicians with their sleights beguiled. First as ehe 
was washing dolhea, one of them lay with her in love by 
tbe boUov ship, for love beguiles the minds of womankind, 
cTcn of the upright Thftn he asked her who she was and 
whence she came, and straightway she showed him of the 
lofty home of her father, saying: 

' " From out of Sidon I avow thEit I come, a land lidb In 
bronze, and 1 am the daugher of Arybas, the deeply wealthy. 
But Taphians, who were sea-robbers, laid bands on me and 
SDat>.hcd me away as I came in from the fields, and brought 




mc hither and sold me into tiw bouse of m; master, who 
paid for me t goodly price." 

* Then (lie roan who had lam with her pri%il7, answered ; 
"Say, wouldst thou now return hom« witli us, that tboo 
mayst look again on the lofty house of thy father and 
motbcr and on their faces/ For truly they yet lire, and 
have a oame Tor wealth." 

'Then the woman answered him and spake, saying: 
"Even this may well be, if ye saiiois wiU pledge me an 
oath to bring me home in safely." 

'So spake she, and they all swore thereto as she bade 
them. Now when thfy bad swojn and done that oallv 
again the woman spake among them and answered, 
saying: 

' " Hold your peace now, and let none of your fellows 
speak to me and greet mc, if the; meet mc in the street. 
or even at the well, lest one go and tell it to the old 
man at home, and he suspect somewhat and bind mc in 
hard bonds and devise death for all of you. But keep ye 
the matter in mind, and speed the purchase of your home* 
ward frciglit. And when your ship is freighted with stores, 
let a message come quickly to mc at the house ; for I will 
likewise bring gold, all that comes under my hand. Yea 
and there is another thing that I would gkclly give for my 
fare. I am nurse to the child of my lord in the halls, 
a most cunning liltlc boy, lliat runs out and 3.broad with 
mc. Him would I bring on board sliip, and he should fetd] 
you a great price, wheresoever yc take him for sale among 
men of strange speech.'* 

'Therewith she went her way to the fair balls. But 
they abode among us a whole year, and got together much 
wealth in their hollow ship. And when dicir hollow ship was 
now laden to depart, they sent a messeogCf to tell the tidings 



to the woman. There came a man versed in crift to my 
father's house, with a golden chain strung here and there 
with amber beads. Now the maidens in the ball and my 
lad/ mother were handling the chain and facing on it, and 
oETering him their price ; but he had signed eilcntl)' to the 
woman, and therewithal gat him awaj to the hollow ship. 
Then she took me by the tiand and led mc forth from the 
bouse. And at the front entry of the house she found the 
cups and the tables of the guests that had been feasting, 
who were in waiting on my father. They had gone forth 
to tbe scsaon and the place of parky of the people. And 
she straightway hid three goblets in her bosom, and bare 
them away, and I followed in my innocence. Then the sun 
Bank and alt the ways were darkened. And we went quickly 
and came to the good haven, where was ihc swift ship of the 
Phoeaicians. So they climbed on board and took us up 
with them, and sailed over the wet ways, and Zeus sent us 
a favouring wind. For six days we sailed by day and night 
continually; but when Zeus, son of Cronos, added the seventh 
day thereto, then Artemis, the archer, smote the woman 
that she fell, as a sea-swallow falls, with a plunge into the 
hold. And they cast her forth to be the prey of seals and 
fisJies, but I was left stricketi at heart. And wind and 

,ter bare them and brought them to Ithaca, where Laertes 
bt me with his possessions. And thus it chanced that 
mine eyes beheld this land.' 

Then Odysseus, of the seed of Zeus, answered him 
saying : 

'Eumaeus, verily thou bast stirred my heart -within me 
with the tale of atl these things, of all the sorrow of heart 
thou hast endured. Yet surely Zeus hath given ihee good as 
well as evil, since after all these adventures thou hast come 
to the house of a kindly man, who is careful to give thee 
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meat and drink and tight vrell tbou Uvest. But I have come 
hither still wandering through the maaf tovns of men.' 

Thus they spxke one wiih the other. Then they bid 
them down to steep for no long while, but for a little space, 
for soon came the ttironed Dawn. Bot on the shore the 
company of Telemachus Trere striking thrir sails, and look 
down the mast quickly and rowed the ship on to anchorage. 
And tbcy cast anchoTE and mad« fast the hawsers, and 
themselves loo step! forth upon the strand of the sea, and 
made ready the midday meal, and mixed the dark wine. 
Now when they bad put from them the desire of meat and 
drink, wise Tdemachus first spake among them : 

'Do ye now drive the black ship to the city, while I wiH 
go to Che fields and to the herdsmen, and at even I will 
return lo the ciiy, when I have seen my lands. And in ihe 
morning I will set by you tlie wages of the voyage, a good 
feast of flesh and of sweet wine.' 

Then godlike Theodymenos ans'«;crcd him : 'And whithci 
shall I go, dear child t To what man's hoaw shall I betake 
me, of such as are lords in rocky Ithaca i Shall I get Doe 
straight to thy mother and to thy home ?' 

Then wise Telcmachus answered him, saying; 'In other 
case I would bid thee go even to our own house; for there 
is no lack of cheer for strangers, but now would it be worse 
for thyself, forasmuch as I shall be away nor would my 
mother see thee. For she comes not ol^en in sight of the 
wooers in the house, but abides apart from them in facr 
upper chamber, and weaves at her web. Yet there 
b one whom I will tell thee of, to whom tbou mayst 
go, Eurymachus the glorious son of wise Polybus, whom 
now the men of Ithaca look on, even as if he were a god. 
For he is far the best man of them all, and is most eager 
to wed my mothei mid to ha.ve tlie sovei-eigniy of Odyf 
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Howbcil, Olympian Zeus, that dwells in ihe clear sky, knows 
hereof, wlicihur or no he will fulfil for them Uie evil day 
before their marriage.' 

Now even as lie spake, a bird flew out on the right, 
a haiwk, the swift messenger of Apollo. In his labns he 
held a dove and plucked her, and shed the feathers down lo 
Ihe earth, midway belween the ship andTelemachus himBcIf, 
Then TheocljTnenus called him apart from his fellows, and 
clasped his hand and spake and hailed him : 

' Tclemachus, surely not without the god's will hath the 
bird flown out on the right, for I knew when I saw him that 
he was a bird of omen. Tiere is no other house more 
kingly than yours in the lind of Ithaca ; nay, ye have ever 
the master)*.* 

And wise Telcmachus answered him, saying : * Ah, 
stranger, would that this word may be accomplished I Soon 
Ehouldest thou be aware of kindness and many a gift at aiy 
hinds, so thatwhoBO met with thee would call thee blessed.' 

Then he spake to Piraeus, his trusty companion : * Piraeus, 
Eon of Clylius, thou tliat at other seasons hearkenest to me 
above all my company who went with me to Pylos, even 
now, I pray, lead this stranger home with thee, and give 
heed to treat !iim lovingly and with worship in thy bouse till 
I come' 

Then Piraeus, spearsman renowned, answered him saying : 
'Telemachiis, though ihou shouldest tarry here a long while, 
yet will I eDtertain this man, and he shall have no lack of 
stranger's cheer.' 

Therewith he went on board, and bade his men thcmselvet 
to mount and loose the hawsers. And quickly they em- 
botked and sat upon the benches. And Telemachus bound 
his goodly sandals beneath his feet, and seized a mighty 
spear, shod with sharp bronze, from the deck of the ship 
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and bis men loosed the bavsers. So they thnist off and 
sailed to the city, as Telemachns bade Uwm, the dear bos 
of divine Odysseus. But swiftly his feet bore him cm hii 
forward way, till be came to the court, where were bis svine 
out of namber ; and among them the good awiiwherd slept, 
a man loyal to his lords. 




TeUauehus lends Eumftetu to the diy U tell bU mother ol hit return. Aad 
bov, in ihc meunimc, Odf sseu^ dbcovcrs binueir V> bis ton. 

Now these tw»,in, Odysseus and the goodly swineherd, 
within the tiut hsd kindled a Are, and were making readjr 
breakfast at the dawn, and had sent fotth the herdsmen with 
the drovea of swine. And round Telcmachua ilie hounds, 
(bat love to bark, fawned and barked not, a& he drew nigh. 
And goodly Odysseus took note of the fawning of the dogs, 
and lh« noise of footsteps fell upon his ears. Then straight 
he spake to Eumaeus winged words : 

• Eumicas, verily some friend or some other of thy familiars 
will soon be here, for the dogs do not bark but fawn around, 
and I catch the sound of footsteps.' 

While the word was yet on his lips, his own dear son stood 
at the entering in of the gate. Then the swineherd sprang 
up in amazement, and out of his hands fell the vessels where- 
with be was busied in mingling the dark wine. And he 
came over ag^unst lus m^i^ter and kissed his head and both 
his t>cautiful eyes and both his hands, and he let a great tear 
&IL And even as a loving £&ther welcomes lus son that has 
come in the tenth year from a far country, his only son and 
weil-beloved, for whose sake he has had great sorrow and 
travail, even so did the goodly swineherd fall upon tlie neck 
of godlike Tclemachus, and kiss him alt over as one escaped 
from death, and he wept aloud and spake to him winged 
words : 

• Thou art come, Telemachus, sweet light of mine eyes ; 
melhought I should see thee never again, after thou hadst 
gone in thy ship (o Pyloii. Nay now enter, dear child, that 
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my heart majr be glad »l the sight of thee in mine house, 
who hast newly come fioin afar. For ibou dost not often 
visiL the Geld and the bcidstiMn, but abidest in the town; M 
it seems has thy good pleasure been, to look on the ruinota 
throng of the wooers/ 

Then wise Tetemachtis answered him, saying : ' So be ii, 
father, OS ibou sayest ; and for thy sake am I come hither to 
see thee with mine e)-es, and to hear from thy lips whelhet 
my mother yet abides in the halls or another has almdr 
wedded h«r, and the coucb of Od>-ssetis, perchance, lies ia 
lack of bedding and deep in foul spider-webs.' 

Then the swiaeherd, a master of men, answered hun: 
' Yea verily, she abides with patient spirit In thy halls, and 
wearily for her the nights wane always and the days, in 
shedding of tears.' 

So he spake and took from him the spear of brooM- 
Then Telemachus passed within and crossed Lbe threshold 
of stone. As he came near, his father Odysseus arose from 
bU seat to give him place ; hut Telemachus, on his part, 
stayed him and spalce saying ; 

' Be scaled, stranger, and we will find a seat some other 
where in otir steading, and there is a man here to set tl 
for us.* 

So he spake, and Odysseus went b^ick and sat bim down 
again. And the swineherd strewed for Telemachus green 
brushwood below, and a fleece thereupon, and there pre- 
sently Uie dear son of Odysseus sal him down. Next 
the swineherd set by them platters of roast flesh, the frag- 
ments tliat were left from the meal of yesterday. And 
wheaten bread he briskly heaped up m baskets, and miied 
the honey-ftwcel wine in a goblet of ivy wood, and himscU 
sat down over against divine Odysseus. So they stretched 
forth their hands upon the good cheer set before theto. 
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Now when they had put from thetn the desire of meat and 
drink, Telemachus spake to the goodly swineherd, saying : 

' FaLher, whence came this stranger to thee? How did 
sailors bring him lo Itliaca ? and wlio did they avow ihcra to 
be ? For in no wise. I deem, did he come Lithcr by land,' 

Tt»:n didsL thou malie answer, swineherd Euinncus : ' Yea 
now, my son, I will plainly tell ihce all. Of wide Cret« h< 
Bvou's him lo be by lineage, and he says Ihat round many 
cities of mortals he bas wandered at adveiiiure; even so has 
some god spun for him tlie thread of falo. Bui now, as a 
ranaway from a ship of the Thes[>ratians, has he come to my 
Steading, and I will give him to Ui€e for thy man; do with 
him as ihou wilt ; he avows him for thy suppliant.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, saying : ' Eumaeus, 
v-erily a bitter word is this that thou spcakest. How indeed 
shall I receive this gucat in my house i Myself I am young, 
and tiu&t not yet to my strength of hands to defend me 
aguQSt the man who is angered without a cause. And my 
mother has divisions of heart, whether lo abide here with me 
and keep the house, respecting the bed of her lord and the 
voice of the people, or straightway lo go with whomsoever 
of the Achaeans that woo her in the halls is the best man, 
and gives moat bridal gifts. But behold, as for this guest of 
thine, now that he has come to thy house, I will clothe him 
ia a mantle and a doublet, goodly raiment, and 1 will give him 
a two-edged sword, and shoes for his feet, and send him on 
his way, whithersoever his heart and his spirit bid him go. 
Or, if ihoa wilt, bold him here in the steading and take care 
of him, and ratnwnt I will send hither, and all manner of 
food to eat, that he be not ruinous to thee and lo thy fellows. 
But thither into the company of the wooers would I not 
suffer him to go, for they are exceeding full of infatuate 
insolence, lest they mock at him. and that would be a sore 
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g:rier to rae. And tiard it ts for one man, how valiant soever, 
to achic^-c aught among^ a multinide, for vcril/ thejr arc hi 
the stronger.' 

Then the iteadfast goodly OdysMUS answwed him; 'My 
friend, since it is indeed my right to ansorer thee withal, ofi 
truth my heart is rent as I hear your words, such infaimie 
deeds ye say ilie wooers devise in the halls, in despite of 
thee, a man so noble. Say, dost thou willingly sabroit due 
to oppresdon, or do the people through the township hale 
thee, obedient to the wice of a god? Or hast thou cause to 
blame thy bretliren, in whose battle a man puis tmst, even if 
a great feud arise? Ah, would that I were as young- ss thou, 
and in ihb my mood, and that I were either the son of DotJe 
Odysseus or Odysseus' very self*, straightway then imght 
a stranger sever my head from off my neck, if I went not lo 
the halls of Odysseus, son of Laertes, and mode myself the 
bane of every man among them I But if they should oter- 
come me by numbers, being but one man against so many, 
far rather would I die slain in mine own halls, than wiinesf 
for ever these unseemly deeds, strangers shamefully entreated 
and men haling the handmaidens in foul wise through the fair 
house, and wine drawn wasccfiilly, and the wooers devouring 
food all recklessly to no end, over a purpose that may never 
be accomplished.' 

Then wise Tclcmachus answered him, saying : ' Yea now, 
stranger, I will pliiinly tell thee aJi. There is no grudge and 
hatred borne me by the whole people, neither have I caose 
to blame ray brethren, in whose batile a man puts trtist, even 
if a great feud aiiee. For thus, as ibou sccst, Cronion hat 
made us a house of but one heir. ArceisEua got him one 
only son Lacrte.';, and one only son Odysseus was be- 

• Wc omit lin« loi, which spoib llie i&tw et tiM pOMiifr, oa 
njecied b> tuLtiquitr- 
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gotten of his father, and Odjsscus left me the onlf child of 
his getting in these halls, and had no Joy of me ; wherefore 
now are foemen innumerable in the house. For all the no- 
blest that are princes to the islands, in Dulichium and Same 
and wooded Zacyntlius, and as man/ as lord it in rocky 
Ithaca, all these woo my motJicr and waste my botise. But 
as for her she neither refiiseth ihv haled bridal, nor hath the 
heart to make an end ; so they devour and minish my house ; 
and crc long will they mikc havoc likewise of mysdf. How- 
beit these things surely lie on llie knees of the gods. Nay, 
father, but do thou go with haste and icii the conslaot 
Penelope that she hath got me safe and that I am coine up 
out of Pylos. As for me, I will tarry here, and do thou 
return hither when thou hast told the tidings to her alone; 
but of the other Achacans let no man learn it, for there be 
many that devise mischief against mc' 

Then didst thon mnke answer, swineherd Eutnacus : • I 
mark, I heed, all this thou spcakcst to one with under- 
standing. But come, declare me this and tell it plainly; 
whether or no I shall go the same road with tidings lo 
Laertes, (hat hapless man, who till lately, despite his great 
sorrow for Odysseus' sake, yet had oversight of the tillage, and 
did eat and drink with the thralls in hia house, as often as his 
heart within him bade him. But now, from the day thai 
thou wctucst in thy ship to Pylos, never to this hour, they 
say, halh he eaicn and drunken as before, nor looked to the 
labours of the field, but with groaning and lamentation he 
sil£ sorrowing, and the flesh wastes away about his bones.' 

Then wise TelemachuB answered him, saying: 'All the 
more grievous it is I yet will we let him be. though 
we sorrow thereat. For if men might in any wise have 
all their will we should before ought else choose the day 
of my father's reluming. But do thou when thou hast 




lold the tMinss come straight back, nnd go not wandering 
tbiough the Gelds a(t<t Laertes. But speak to my moihcr 
Ihat vith all epKd she send fonh ihe houM-damc h«T hand- 
niftid, secretly, for she might bear tidings to the old man." 

With that word he roused tlie swineherd, who took his 
sajidaU in his hands and bound them beneath bis Feet and 
dqnrted for tlie city. Now Athene noted Euinaeus the 
twiiteherd pa^s (rom the steading, ind she drew nigh in the 
temblance of a woman fnir and tftll, and skilled in splendid 
handiwork. And she stood in presence manifest to Odj-ssens 
over against the doorway of the hut; but it was so that 
Telemachus saw her not before him and marked her not ; 
for the gods in no wise appear visibly to all. But Od}-eeiis 
was ware of her and the doge likewise, which barked not, 
but with a kiw whine shrank cowering to the far side of the 
steading. Then she nodded at him with bent brows, and 
goodly Odysseus perceived it, and came forth from the 
room, past the great mdl of the yard, and stood before her, 
and Athene spake to him, saying : 

' Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of matiy 
devices now is the hour to reveal thy word to thy son, and 
hide it not. that yc twain having framed death and doom 
for Uic wooers, may fare to the famous town. Nor wiU I, 
even 1, be long away from you, being right eager for battle.' 

Therewith Athene touched him with her golden wand. 
First she cast about his breast a fresh linen robe and a 
doublet, and she Increased his bulk and bloom. Dark hi! 
colour grew again, and his checks filled out, and the black 
beard spread thick around his chin. 

Now she, when she had so wrought, withdrew again, but 
Odysseus went into the hut, and his dear son marvelled at 
him and looked away for very fear lert it should be a god, 
and he uttered his voice and spake to him winged words: 
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' Even now. stranger, thon art oiher in my sight than lliai 
thou'wcrt a moment since, and other garments thou hasl, 
anJ the colour of thy skin is no longer the same. SHfcly 
thou art a god of those that keep the wide heaven. Nay 
then, be giacioue, that we may offer to thee well-pleasing 
sacrifices and golden gifts, beautifully ■wrought; and spare 
DS I pray ihee.' 

Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him. saying: 
'Behold, no god am I; why iikerncst thou me to ihe im- 
mortaU ? nay, thy father am I, for whose sake thou suffered 
many pains and groanest sore, and submiltcst thee to ths 
despite of men." 

At the word he kissed his son, and from his cheeks let a 
tear fall to earth : before, he had suyed the tears continually. 
But Telemachus (for as yet he believed not that it was his 
father) answered in turn and ^pake, saying : 

'Thou art not Odysseus my father, but some god be- 
guiles me, [hat I may groan fur more exceeding sorrow. 
For it cannot be that a mortal man should contrive this by 
the aid of his own wit, unless a god were himself to visit 
hhn, and lightly of his own will to make him young or 
old. For truly, but a moment gone, thou wen old and 
foully clad, but now thou art like the goHs who keep the 
wide heaven.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 

• Telemachus, it fits thee not lo marvel overmuch that thy 
father is come home, or to be amazed. Nay for thou shalt 
find no other Odysseus come hither any more ; but lo, I, all 
as I am, after suFTerings and much wandering have come in 
the twentieth year to mine own country. Behold, ihis is the 
work of .\thene, driver of the spoil, who makes mc such 
manner of man as she will, — for with her it is possible, — now 
like a beggar, and now again illce n young man, and one 
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clad ahout in rich raiment. Easy il is for the gods who 
keep the wide heaven to glorify or to abcsc a mortal man.' 

With this word then he sat down again ; but Telemachia, 
Ringing himseirupon his noble fathci's neck, moamed six! 
shed tears, and in both tiieir liearts arose the desire of lamea* 
talion. And they wailed aloud, more ceaselessly ihan blnll, 
sea-eaglcs or vultures of crooked clawa, whose younglinj^s 
the country folk have taken from the ne&t, ere yet they 
are fledged. Even so pitifully fell the tears beneath their 
brows. And now would the sunlight have gone down upon 
their Borrowing, had not Telemachus spoken (o bis father 
suddenly: 

* And in what itianner of ship, father dear, did sailors at 
length bring thee hither to Iihaca ? and who did they avow 
them to be 7 For in no wise, I deein, didst thou come fattba 
by land.' 

And the stcadfaat goodly Odyaseus answered him : ' Ye« 
now, my child, I will tell thee all the truth. The Phacacians 
brought me hither, mariners renowned, who speed other men 
too upon their way, whosoever comes to them. A^eep in 
the swift ship tliey bore me over the seas and set mo down 
in Ithaca, and gave me splendid gifts, bronze and gold in 
plenty and woven raiment. And tliese treasures are lying by 
the gods' grace in the caves. But now I am cotne hither by 
the promptings of Athene, thai we may take counsel for the 
Blaughler of the foetnen. But come, tell me all the tale of 
the wooers and their number, that 1 may know how many 
and what men they be, and itiat so I may commune with my 
good heart and advise me, whether we twain shall be able 
alone to make head against them without aid, or whether w« 
Khould even seek succour of others,' 

Th«n wise TeWraachus answered him. saying: 'Verily, 
ffttlter, I ba\'c ever heard of thy great fame. f'~* --warrioi 



hardj' of Ihy hands, and sage la counsel. But this is a liard 
saying of Ihine : awe comts over me ; for it may not be that 
two men should do battle witli many men and 6la.lwart. For 
of the wooers (here are not barety ten nor twice ten only, but 
many a dccad more : and straight shalt thou learn the talc of 
ihem ere wc part. From Uulichiuro there be two and fifty 
chosen lords, and six serving men go with them ; and out of 
Same fom- and twenty men ; and from Zacynthos there aie 
twenty lords of the Achaeans; and from Ithaca itself full 
twelve men of the best, and with them Medon the henchman, 
and the divine minstrel, and two squires skilled in carving 
viands. IT we shall encounter oU these within the halls, see 
thoa to it, lest bitler and baoefvit for us be the vengeance 
thou lakest on their violence at thy coming. But do thou, if 
thou canst think of some champion, advise thee of any that 
may help us with all his heart' 

Then the gtcadfast goodly Odysseus answered him, saying : 

•Yea now, I will tell thee, and do thou mark and listen 
to irte, and consider whether Athene with Father Zeus will 
sufiicc for us twain, or whether I shall cast about for some 
other champion.' 

Tlien wise Telemacbus answered him, saying; ' Verily the 
best of champions are these two thou namest, though high 
in the clouds is their seat, and they rule among all men and 
among the deathless gods.' 

Thta the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him: * Verily 
these twain will not keep aloof from the eiroag tumult of 
war, when between the wooers and us in my halls is held 
the trial of the might of Ares. But as now, do thou 
go homeward at the breaking of the day, and consort with 
the proud wooers. As for me, the swineherd will lead me 
to the town later in the day, in tlie likeness of a beggar, 
I wretched man and an old. And if they shall evtl entreat me 
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in the hou«e, let thy heart harden itself to endure whil? I .in 
shamefully handled, yet even if they drag roe by the feet 
ihrougb the house to tbe doora. or cast at me and srotle me : 
still do thou bcAT the sight. Ilowbcit [bou shalt surdf \nA 
[hem cease {rom their folly, exhorting them with smooth 
words; fcl no whit will they hearken, nay for the day of 
Iheir doom is at hand. Yet another thing will I tell thee, 
and do thou ponder it in ihy heart. When Athene, of deep 
counsel, shall put it into my heart, I will nod to thee with my 
head tnd do thou note it, and can? away all thy weapons of 
w»r that lie in ihe halls, and lay ihcm down every one in the 
secret place of the lofty chamber. And when the wooert 
miss thi-m and ask thee conceniing them, thou shalt beguile 
them with soft words, saying: 

'"Out of the sraoke have I laid ihcm by, since thcyaie no 
longer like those that Odysseus left behind him of old when be 
went to Troy, but they are wholly marred: so mightily hath 
passed upon thcra the vapotu of fire. Moreover Cronion hath 
put into my heart this other and greater care, that perchaocr, 
when ye are hented with wine, ye set a quarrel between 
you and wound one the other and thereby shame the feast 
and the wooing ; for iroa of itself draws s man thereto." 
But for us t^^-3.in alone leave two swords and two epe&rs and 
two shields of oxhide to gra<:p, that we may rush afKM 
the arms and seize them; and then shall Pallas Athetie 
and Zcmb the couns'.lloi enchant the wooers to their rain. 
Yet anoli:(:r thing will [ tc-ll thee, and do thou ptmdcr it in 
thy hearL If in very txulh thou art my son and of our blood, 
then let no man hear that Odysseus is come home ; neither 
let Laertes know it, nor the swineherd nor any of the house- 
hold nor Penelope herself, but let me and tbce alone dis- 
cover the intent of the wom<'n. Yea. and we would more- 
over make trial of ceriaiii of the men among the thralls, 
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and leam who* of tbem chances 10 honour us and lo fear us 
heaitily, and who regards us not. at all and holds cvca thee 
LQ no esteem, so noble a man as thou art.' 

Then his renowned son answered him, and said : ' O my 
fiuher, of a truth thou shall leam, meLhinks, even hereaHer 
what Bpiril I am of, for no whit doth folly possess me. But 1 
dcciD not ihat this device ofthlue will be gainftd to us ttvmir 
so I bid Lhee to give heed. For ibou shall be longtime OD 
thy road to little purpose, making trial of each roan, while 
Ihou visitest the farm lands ; but at ease in thy halls iJie 
wooers devour thy goods with insolence, and now there is no 
sparing. Howbeii I would have tliee take knowledge of ihe 
women, who Ihcy be that dishonour thee, and who are guiltlesa. 
But of tlie men I would not that we should make trial in the 
steadings, but that we should see to this task afterwards, if in- 
deed ihoit knowest some sign from Zeus, lord of the aegis.' 

Thus they spake one to the other. And now the well- 
builded ship was bein^ brought to land at Ithaca, the ship 
that bare Telemachus from Pylos with all his company. 
\\'hen they were now come within the deep harbour, the men 
drew up the black ship on the shore, while squires, haughty 
of heart, bare away their weapons, and SLraightway carried the 
glorious gifu to the house of Clytius. Anon they sent for- 
ward a herald to the house of Odysseus to bear the tidings 
to prudent Penelope, namely, how Telemachus was in the 
field, and had bidden the ship sail to the city, lest the noble 
queen should be afraid, and let the round tears fall. So 
these two met, the herald and the goodly swineherd, come 
on the same errand to tell all lo the Eady. Now when they 
were got to the house of the divine kingt the herald epake 
out among all the handmaids saying: 

' Verily, O queen, iby aon hath come out of Pylos.* 

But tlie swiiieheid went up to Tenelope, and told her ail 

* Rcailiiii; ( iroi Tir. 



lliat her dear bod bad bidden him say. So, when he had 
declared all that had been cnjoioed turn, he went on bis way 
to the snine and left the enclosure tnd the ball. 

Now the wooers were irouhled and downcast in spirit, 
And forth ihey went from ihe hail past the great wall of the 
court, and there in front of the gates the^ sat tbem down. 
And Eurj'inachuB eon of Polybus lirst spoke among tliein 
saying:: 

'Verily, friends, a proud deed hath Tetcn)achus accom- 
plished with ft high hand, even Ihio journey, and we said thu 
he shonld never bring it to pass. But come, laoncb we a 
black ship, the best there is, and let us get together oarsmen 
of the Bca, wbo shall straightway bear word to our friends to 
return home with speed.' 

The word was yet on his lips, when Amphinomua turned 
ill his place and saw the ship within the deep harbour, and 
the men towering ihc sails and with the oars in their hands. 
Then sweetly be kughcd out aud spalie among bis fellows: 

' Nay, let us now send no message any more, for lo, lhe>' 
are come home. Kither some god has told them all or Aey 
tliemselves have Keen the ship of Telemachus go by, and 
have not been able to catch her,' 

Thus he spake, and they arose and went to the sea- 
banka. Swiftly the men drew up Lh« black slup on the 
shore, and squires, haughty of heart, bare vmy their 
weapons. And the wooers all together went to the as- 
sembly-place, and suffered none other to sit witli tbem, 
either of the young men or of the ciders. Then Axttinous 
spake among them, the son of Evpcilhes : 

'Lo now, how the gods tiave delivered this man from bis 
evil case t Ail day long did scouis sit along the windy bead- 
lands, ever in quick gucce<t>iion, and at the gomg down of 
the sun we never rested for a night upon ijie shore, but 



saving witb our swift ship on (lie high seas we awuitcd the 
bright Dawn, as we lay in wait for TclemiLclius, lliat we 
might take and slay the man himself; but meanwhile some 
god has brought him home. But even here let us devise an 
evil end for him, even for Teleinachus. and let him not 
escape out of our hands, for mcthinks that while he lives we 
shall never achieve this task of ours. For he himself has 
usdcrstandiag in counsel and wisdom, and the people no 
longer shov us favour in all things. Nay come, before he 
assembles all the Achaeans to the gathering; for meihinks 
that he will in ikowise be slack, but will be exceeding wrolh, 
and will stand up and speak oui among them all, and tell 
bow wc plotted against him sheer dcstniction but did not 
overtake him. Then will they not approve us, when they 
hear these evil deeds. Beware then lest they do ns a harm, 
and drive us forth ftom our country, and we come to the 
land of strangers. Nay, but let us be beforehand and take 
bim in the field far from the city, or by the way ; and let us 
oorselvcs keep his livelihood and his possessions, making 
fait division among us, but the bou&e we would give to bia 
mother to keep and to whomsoever marries her. But if this 
saying likes you not, but ye chose rathei that he should live 
and keep the heritage of his father, no longer then let us 
gather here and cat all his store of pleasant substance, but 
let each one from his own hall woo her with his bridal gifts 
and seek to win her ; so should she wed the man that gives 
the most and comes as the chosen of fate.' 

So be spake, and tliey all held their peace. Then Amphi- 
nomus made harangue and spake out among them ; he wag 
the famous son of Nisus the prince, the son of Arctias, and 
be led the wooers that came from out Dulichium, a land rich 
in wheat and in grass, and more than all the rest his words 
wete pteasiiig lo Penelope, for he was of an understanding 
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mind. And now or his good will he made barangae, and 
spake among them : 

' Friends, I for one would not choose to kill Telemachus; it 
is a fearful thing U> sUj- one of the stock of kings) Nay, riistlet 
us »eek to the counsel of the g;ods, and if the oracles of great 
Zeus approve, myself I will sUy him and bid sll tlic rest lo aid 
But if the gods arc disposed to avcn ii, I bid you to refraia' 

So spake Amphinomus, and his saying pleased them well. 
Then straightway ihcy arose and went to the house c( 
Odysseus, and entering in sat down on the polished scats. 

llien the wiae Penelope had a new thought, namely, lo 
show herself lo the wooers, so despiteful in tlictr insolence; 
for she had heard of the death of her son that was to be in 
the balls, seeing that Medon the henchman had told her of 
it, who heard their counseb. So she went on her way to the 
Ijall, with the women her handmaids. Now when thai fair lady 
had come unto the wooers, she Etood by th« doorpost of the 
well-builded roof, holding up her glistening tire before ber 
face, and rebuked Antinoiu and spake and haded him : 

' Antinous, full of all insolence, deviser of miscliiefl and 
yet they say that in the land of Ithaca thou art cbiefesi 
anionji; thy peers in counsel and in speech. Nay, no such 
man dost ihou show thyself. Fool I why indeed dost thou 
contrive denih and doom for Telemachus, and hast do regard 
unto suppliants who have Zeus to witness? Nay but it is an 
impious thing to contrive evil one against another. What) 
kiiowcst thou not of the day when thy father fled to this bouse 
In fear of the people, for verily they were exceeding wroth 
against him, because he had followed with Taphiaii sea rob- 
hcrs and harried the Thesprolians, who were at peace with U8? 
So they wished lo destroy thy fiUhcr and wrest from him his 
dear life, and utterly to devour all his great and abundant 
livelihood; but Odysseus stayed and withheld tbcm, for all 



th«ir <J«ire, His hous* thou now consumest ■without atone- 
ment, and his wife thou wooest, and wouldsi slay his son, 
and dose greatly grieve me. But I bid thee cease, and com- 
mand die others to do likewise.' 

Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, answered her saying: 
* Daughter of Icarias, wise Penelope, take courage, and let 
not thy heart be careful for these things. The man is 
not, not shall be, nor ever shall be bom, that shall stretch 
foith bis bands against Telemachus, thy son, while I liv? 
and am on earth and see the light. For thus will I declare 
to thee, and it shall surely come to pass. Right quickly 
shall the black blood of such an one flow about my spear; 
for Odysseus, waster of cities, of a truth did many a time 
set me too upon his knees, and gave tne roasted desh 
into my hand, and held the red wine to my lips. Where- 
fore Tclcmacbus is far the dearest of all men to me, ant) 
I bid him have no fear of death, not from (lie wooera' 
faaDds; but from the gods none may avoid it' 

Thus be spake comforting her, but was himself the while 
framing death for her son. 

Now she ascended to her shining upper chamber, and 
then was bewailing Odysseus, her dear lord, till grey-eyed 
Athene casl sweet sleep upon her eyelids. 

And in the evening the goodly swineherd came back to 
Odysseus and his son, and they went about to make ready 
ihe supper, when they had sacrificed a swine of a year old. 
Then Athene drew near Odysseus, son of Laertes, and smote 
him with b«r wand, and nude him into an old man again. 
In sorry raiment she clad him about his body, lest the swine- 
herd should look on him and know him, and depart to lell 
the consianl Penelope, and not keep the matter in his heart. 

Then Telemachus spake first to the swineherd, saying ; 
'Thou bast come, goodly Eutnaetis. What news is there 



in the town ? Are the lordly wooera tiow come home from 
lh«ir ambush, Or do they stUl watch for mc yonder, to tike 
me on ray way home ? ' 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd ^mieas: 
'I bad no mind to go about the city suVing and tit- 
quiring hereof; my heart bade me gel me home again,u 
quick as might be, when once I had told the titfings. Aad 
the swift meestnger from thy company jointd himself nnW 
me, the heyichiniin, who was the first to tell the news lo thy 
mother. Yet this, too, I ktxtw, if thou wouldest bear ; for 1 
beheld It with mine eyes. Already had I come in my faring 
above Ihc city, where is the hill Hcrmaean. when I marised a 
swift ship enterir^ our haven, and many men there were in 
her, and she was laden with shields and two-headed ipeus, 
and mcthought they were tbe wooers, but I know not at al' 

So spake he, and the mighty prince Telemacfaos smiled 
and glanced nt hi* father, while he shunned the eye of the 
swineherd. 

Now when they had ceased from the work and got soppet 
ready, they fell to feasting, and iheir hearts lacked not ought 
of the equal banquet But when they bad put from ibem 
the desire of meat and drink, they bethought ihcm of nfl, 
and took the boon of sleep. 
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lUnuclitu relates to hit moiki what be bail heard ftt Pyloi and 
Sparla, 

So soon as early Dawn shone Torth, the rosy-lingcreJ, 
then Telcmacbus, Ihe dear son or divine Odysseus, bound 
beneath his feet his good!)- sandals, and Wok up his mig-hty 
8p«ar that filled bis grasp, to make for the city; and he 
spake to his swineherd, saying : 

' Verily, father, I am bound for the city, that my mother 
jaaj sec me, for methinlwS that she will not cease from griev* 
ous wuling and tearful lament, until she beholds ray very 
face. But (his command I give thee: Lead this eiranger, 
the hapless one, to the city, that there he may beg his meat, 
and whoso chooses will give him a morsel oF bread and a cup 
of water. As for myself, I can in no wise suffer every guest 
who comes to me, so afflicted aOi I in spirit. But if the 
stranger be sore angered hereat, the more grievous will it be 
for himself ; howbeil I for one love to speak the truth.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying : ' I 
too, my friend, have no great liking to be left behind here. 
It is better that a I)cggar should beg hia meat in the town than 
in the fields, and whoso chooses will give it me. For I ara 
not now of an age to abide at the steading, and to obey in 
all things llie word of the master. Nay go, and this man that 
thou biddest wil! lead me, so soon as I shall be warmed with 
the fire, and the sun waxes hot, For woefully poor are these 
garments of mine, and I fear hat the hoar frost of the dawn 
overcome me; raoreover ye say the city is far away.' 

T 9 



So he spak«, and Tclcmachus passed out through die 
steading, stepping forth at a qoick pace, aad ms saving the 
seeds of ewl for the wooers. Now when he was cotn« to the 
fair-lying house, he set his spear against the tall pillar anil 
leaned it there, and himself went in and crossed the threshoM 
of stone. 

And the narsc Eiuycldi saw him far before the rest, u 
Bhe was strewin;; sfcin coverlets apon the carven chair!^ and 
straightway she drew near him, weeping, and all the other 
mvdens of Odysseus, of the hardy heart, were gathered aboiil 
him, and kissed him loving))' on (he head and shouldera Ko* 
wiise Penelope came forth from her chamber, like Artemis or 
golden Aphrodite, and cast her onus about hci dear son, and 
fell a weeping, and kissed his face and both his beautifid eyet, 
and vrept aloud, and spake to him winged ^'ords : 

•Thou art come, Telcmachixs, sweet light of mine eyes; 
meilioiight I shodd see thee never again, after thou hadsi 
gone in thy ship to Pylos, secretly and without my will, to 
eeck tidings of thy dear father. Come now, tell me, whil 
Bght thou didst get of him 1' 

And wise Tclemachus answered her, saying: •Mother 
mine, wake not wailiag in my soul, noi stir the heart within the 
breast of mc, that have but now fled from utter death. Nay, 
but wash thee in water, and take to thee fresh raiment, and 
go aloft to thine upper ehambcrwith the women thy hand* 
maids, and vow to all the gods an acceptable sacrifice of 
hecatombs, if h;tply Zeus may grant that deeds of requital be 
made. But I will go to the assembly-place to bid a stranger 
to our house, one that accompanied me as I came hither 
from Pylos. I sent him forward with my godlike company, 
and commanded Piraeus to lead him home, and to take heed 
to treat him lovingly and with worship till I i^hontd come,' 

Thus he spake, and his word unwingcd abode widi her. 



And she washed her in water, and Cook to her fresh raiment, 
and vowed to all the gods an acceptable sacrifice of heca- 
tombs, if haply Zeus might grant that deeds of lequiial 
should be made. 

Now Telemacbus went out through the hall with die spear 
in his hand : and two swifl hounds bare him company. 
And Athene shed on him a wondious grace, and all the 
people marvelled at him as he came. And the lordly wooers 
gathered about him with fair words on their lips, btit 
brooding evil in the deep of iheir heart. Then he avoided 
the great press of the wooers, but where Menlor sat, and 
Antiphus, and Halitlierses, who were friends of his house 
from of old, there he went and sat down; and thej* asked 
him of all bis adventures. Then Piraeus, the famed spcars- 
man, drew nigh, leading the stranger to the assemblj-place 
by the way of the town ; and Teleraachus kept not aloof 
from bira long, but went up to him. 

Then Piraeus first spake lo him, saying: 'Bestir the 
women strjughtway to go to my hous^ that I may send 
thee the gifts that Menelaus gave thee.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, saying : 'Piraeus, 
we know not how these matters will fall out. If the lordly 
wooers shaO slay me by guile in the h^lls, and divide among 
them the heritage of my father, then I should wish thee to keep 
and enjoy the gifts thyself, rather than any of these. But if I 
shall sow the seeds of death and fate for the wooers, then 
gladly bring me to the house the giHs that I will gladly take' 

Therewith lie led the travel-woin stranger to the house. 
Now when they came to the fair-lying palace, they laid aside 
their mantles on the chairs and high scats, and went lo the 
polished baths, and bathed them. So wlicn the maidens 
had bathed them and anointed them with olive oil, and cast 
about them lliick mantles and doublelfi, ihcy came forth from 




the Imhs, and sat upon the seats. Then the handmaid 
water {<x the hands in a goodljr golden ever, and poured it 
forth over a silver basin to wash vithal, and drew to their ndo 
a polished tabic. And the grave daiue bare whealen bread, 
and set ft b^ thetn, and laid on the board manjr dainticj, 
giving freely of such things as slie had by her. And the 
mother of Tdemacha'i sac over against him by the door- 
post of the hall, leaning against a chair, and sjxnning the 
slender threads from the yam. And they stretched forth 
their hands upon the good cheer set before tbem. Nov 
when they had put from them the desire of meat and drink, 
the wise Fenclope first spake among them ; 

' Telemachus, verily I will go up to my upper chamber, 
and hy me in my bed. the place of my groanings, thai ii 
ever watered by my tears, since tlie day that Odytseus 
departed with the sons of Atreus for llios. Yet thou Yn^St 
no care lo tell me clearly, before the lordly wooer* came to 
this house, concerning the returning of thy father. If haplf 
thou hast heard thereof.' 

And wise Telemachus answered her, saying: 'Yea now, 
mother, 1 will tell thee all the truth. We went to Pylos and 
to Nestor, the shepherd of the people, and he received me 
in his lofLy house, and w^ diligent to entreat me lovingly, as 
a father might his son that bad but newly cumc from strange 
lands after many years; even so diligently he cared for me 
with his renowned sons. Yet lie said t]in.t he had heard no 
word from any man on earth concerning Odysseus, of the hardy 
heart, whether alive or dead. But he sent me forward on my 
way with horses and a chariot, well compact, to Meneloui, 
son of Aircus, Kpeaniian renowned There I saw Argive 
Helen, for whose sake the Argives and Trojans bore much 
travail by the gods' designs. Then straightway MenelaUit 
of the load war-cry, aekcd me on what quest 1 hod come to 
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goodly tacedaemon. Ard I told him all the tnitb. Then 
he madeaii3wer, and spaJce, saying: 

' " Out upon ihetn, for truly in the bed of a brave-hearted 
man were Uiey inindeil (o lie, very cravens as they are 1 Eren 
as when « hind bath couched her uewboin fawns unweaned 
in a strong lion's lair, and searchcth out ilie mountain-knees 
and grassy hollows, seeking pasture ; aod aflerward Ihe Hon 
comcih back to his bed, and seni3etii forth unsightly death 
apon that pair, even so shall Odysseus send forth unsighUy 
death upon the wooera. Would to our father Zeus, and 
Athene, and Apollo, would that in such mijhl as when of old 
in Btablished Lesbos he rose up and wrestled a match mth 
Philomcicides, and threw him mightily, and all the Achaeans 
rejoiced; would that in such strength Odysseus might con- 
sort with the wooers ; then should they all have swift fate and 
bitter wedlock! But for that whereof thou askest and en- 
trcfltest rae, be sure I will not swerve from the truth in aught 
that I say, nor deceive ihee ; but of all that the ancient one 
of the sea, whose speech is sooth, declared to me, not a word 
*Ul I hide or keep from thee. He said that he saw Odysseus 
10 on island, suffering strong pains in the halls of the nymph 
Calypso, who holds him there perforce ; so that he may not 
come to his own country, for he has by him no ships with 
oars, and no companions to send him on his way over the 
broad hack of llie sea." So spake Menelaus, son of Atieus, 
spearsman renowned. Then having fulfilled all, I set out 
for home, and the deathless gods gave me a fair wind, and 
brought tne swiftly to mine own dear country.' 

So be spake, and stirred her heart within her breast. And 
next the godlike Theoclymenus spake among them: 

'0 wife revered of Odysseus, son of Laertes, verily he 
hath no clear knowledge ; but my word do thou mark, for I 
will prophesy to thee rao&l truly and hide nought. Noiv 



Zeus be witness before any god, and this hospitabk boicd 
a.ad this hearth or noble Odysseus, wbcrcnnto I iim come, 
Ihat Odysseus is even novr of ft surely in his own cowaof, 
r«ttlng or faring, learning of these evil deeds, snd sowing 
the teeds of evil for all the vrooerg. So clear was the omen 
of the bird thnl I sav as I a»l on the decked ship, and I 
proclaimed it to Tclcmacbus.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him, saying ; ' Ah, stranger, 
would that this thy word may be accomplished! Sooo 
shouldest thou be aware of kindness and of many a gifi at my 
hands, bo that whoso met with ihee would call tbce blessed.' 

I'lius they sp:Lkeo[ie to the other. But the wooers mean- 
time were before the palace of Odysseus, taking their pleasure 
in casting of weights and of spears on a levelled place, as 
heretofore, in their insolence. But when it was now the 
hour for supper.and ihe sheep came home from the fields all 
around, and the men led them whose custom it was. iben 
Medon, who of all tlie henchmen was most to their miadf and 
was ever with them at the feast, spake to chem, saying; 

'Noble youths, now that ye have had sport to your hearth 
content, get you into the house, ihat we may make ready a 
feast ; for truly it is no bad thing to take meat in season.' 

Even so he spake, and they rose up and dep&ited, and 
were obedient to his word. Now when they wcie come into 
the fair-lying house, they laid aside their nnantles on the chain 
and high seats, and ihey sacrificed great sheep anj stout 
goats, yea, and the fallings of the boars and an heifer of ihe 
herd, and got ready the feast. 

Now all this while Odysseus and the goodly swineherd 
were bestirring diem to go from the field to the city; and 
the swineherd, a master of men, spalte first saying : 

' Well, my friend, forasmuch as 1 see thou art eager to be 
going lo the dty to-day, eveji as my master gave command 
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—though myseJf I would well that thou ahouldeal he Icfl here 
to keep the steading, but I bold him in reverence and fear, 
)est he chide me a.fterwu'ds, and grievous are the rebukes of 
masters— come then, let us go on our way, for lo, the day is 
far spent, and soon wilt ihou find it colder toward evL-ning." 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered hira saying: 
'I mark, I heed: all this thou speakest to one with under- 
standing. But leL U3 be going, and be thou my gniide withal 
lo the end' And if thou haet anywhere a staff ready cut, give 
it IDC 10 leaji upon, for truly ye said that slippery was the way.' 

Therewith he cast about his shoulders a mean scrip, all 
tattered, and a cord withal to hang it, and Eumaeus gave 
him a staff to bis mind. So these twain went on their way, 
and the dogs and the herdsmen stayed behind to guard the 
steading. And the swineherd led his lord to the city in the 
g;uise of a beggar, a wretched man and an old, leaning on a 
staff ; and sorry was the raiment wherewith he was clothed 
upon. But as they fared along the rugged path they drew 
near to the town, and came to the fair flowing spring, with 
a basin fashioned, whence the people of the city drew water. 
This well Ithacus and Neritus and Polyctor had builded. And 
aroond it was a thicket of alders that grow by the waters, all 
drclewise, and dmvn the cold stream fell from a rock on high, 
and above was reared an altar to the Nymphs, whereat all 
wayfarers made offering. In that place Melanlhius, son of 
Doliusj met them, leading his goats to feast the wooers, the 
best goals that were in all the herds; and two herdsmen bare 
hira company. Now when he saw them he reviled them, and 
qnke and hailed them, in terrible and evil fashion, and 
gtiiied the heart of Odysseus, saying: 

*Now in very truth the vile is leading the vile, for E:od 
things ever like to Ukel Say, whither art thou leading this 
glallon,— thou wretched swineherd, — this plaguy beggar, a 
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kiU'jojr or Uie feast 7 He la one to sund about and rab bb 
shoulders against many doorposts, begging for scraps of 
meat, not Tor swords or cauldrons. If tboa wouldst gtT« tat 
the fellow to watch my steading and sweep out the stalls, and 
cany young branches to the kids, then he might drink wltey 
and get him a stout tbigb. Howbeit, iancc he is practised 
only in e\-it. he will not care to betake him to the labour of 
the fann, but rather chooses to go touting through the land 
asking alms lo fill his ins«ttate belly. But now I viQ srpnk 
out and my word Khali sorely be accompliglied. If cwr he 
fares to the bouse of divine Odysseus, many a suxA that 
men's hands hurl shall fly about his bead, and break vpoa 
his ribs,* as they pelt him ibrough the house.' 

Therewiih, as he went past, he kicked Odysseus on the 
bip, in his witlessne«s, yet be drave him not from the path, 
but he abode steadfast. And Odysseus pondered wbetber 
he should rutih upon him and take away his life with tlie 
BiafT, or lift him in his grasp t and smile bis head lo the 
earth. Yet he hardened his heart to endure and rcfraiaed 
himself. And the swineherd looked at the other and rebuked 
him, and lifting up bis hands prayed aloud: 

' Nymphs of the well-water, daughters of Zcaa, tf ever 
Odysseus burned on your altars pieces of the thighs of rams 
CT kids, in their covering of rich fat, fulfil for me ihia wish ;— 
oh that he, even he, may come home, and that some god 
may bring him ! Then would he scatter all thy vaunts, 
which DOW thou bearest insolently, wandering ever about. 
Ilie city, while evil shepherds destroy the flock.' 

Then Melanlhius, the goatlierd, answered: 'Lo nowi 

• Reading nlivfinl. 

f- i/i^viit i> pcihii;i!t bcil tftt:«B ftt an adverb in ■&( fomwd from 4ftt^ 
tbeogfh «orae kilen of the word are siill left obscure. Most modtm eon- 
liMfitiiton, however, derive it from dfufl. and ttta*. ' near tb« frosad ; 
licaat. in thit context, ' lift him ij lAt/ttl.' 
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v.h:a a u-ord has thia pvil-wiWed dog been saj^g? Some 
day r will lalie him in a black decked ship far fiom Ithaca, 
ihal he may bring me in much livelihood. Would God that 
Apollo, of the silver bow, might Bmitc Tclemachua to-day 
in the balls, or that he might fall before the wooers, so 
surely as for Odysseus the day of returning has in a far 
land ^ne by 1' 

So he spate and leH them there as ih^ -walked slowly on. 
But Melanihius stepped forlh, and came very speedily lo the 
bouse of the prince, and straightway he went in and sac down 
among the wooers, over ag^nst Eurymachus, for he loved 
him above all the rest And they that ministered set by him 
a portion of flesh, and the grave dame brought wheaten 
bread and set it by him to eat. Now Odysseus and the 
goodly swineherd drew near and stood by, and the sound of 
the hollow lyre rang around ihcm, for Fhcmius: was lining up 
hie TOtce amid the company in song, and Odysseus caught 
the swineherd by the hand, and spake, saying: 

'Eumaeus, verily this is the fair bouse of Odysseus, and 
right easily might it be known and marked even among many. 
There is building beyond building, and the court of the house 
is cunningly wrought with a wall and battlements, and well- 
fenced are the folding doors ; no man may hold it in disdaii]. 
And I see that many men keep revel within, for the savour of 
the fat rises upward,* and the voice of the lyre ia heard there, 
which the gods ha.ve made to be the mate of the feast.' 

Then didet thou mate answer, swineherd Eumaeus: 
• Easily thon knowest it, for indeed thou never lackest under- 
standing. But come, let us advise ub, how things shall fall 
out here. Zither do thou go first within the fair-lying halls, 
and join the companj' of the wooers, so will I remain her^ 
or if ihou wilt, abide here, and I will go before thy fa«, and 
• Reading Av^vettr. 
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lany not long, lest one see ihee without, and hurl at ihee 01 
strike thee. Look well lo this, I bid thee.* 

Then die steadrasi goodly Odysseus answered him, ay-* 
ing : 'I mark, I liced, all this thou gpeakcst to one with under- 
standing. Do thou then go before me, and I will remaia here, 
for well I know what It is to be smitten and hurl<!d at. My fl 
heart is full of hardiness, for much evil have I suffered in 
perila of waves and war; let this be added to the talc of 
those. But a ravening belly may none conceal, a thing 
accursed, that works much, ill for men. For this cause too 
ihc benched ships are furnished, that bear mischief to foe- 
men over the unharvested seas.' fl 

Thus they spake one to the other. And lo, a hound 
raised up his head and pricked his ears, even where he lay, 
Argos, the hound of Odysseus, of the hardy heart, vhich otB 
old himself had bred, but had got no joy of him, for ere , 
that, he went to sacred Ilios, Now in time past the young 
men used lo lead the hound against wild goats and deer and 
hares; but as then, despised he lay (his master being afar) 
in the deep dung of mulea and kine, whereof an ample bed 
was spread before the doors, till the thralls of Odysseus 
should carry it away to dung therewith his wide demesne- 
There lay the dog Argos, full of vermin. Yet even now 
when he was ware of Odysseus standing by, he wagged his 
tail and dropped both his ears, but nearer to his master b& 
hftd not row the strength 10 draw. But Odysseus looked 
aside and wiped awxy a tear that he easily hid from LumaeUE. 
and siiaiglitWijy he asked liim, saying: 

' Eumacus, verily this is a great marvel, this hound lyiog 
here in the dung. Truly he is goodly of growth, but I know 
not certainly if he have speed with this beauty, or if be bs 
comely only, like as are men's trencher dogs that their lo 
keep for the pleasure of the eye.' 
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Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eutnaeus : ' In 
very truth this is the dog of a man that has died in a far 
land. If he were what once he was in limh and in the Feats 
of the chase, when Odysseus left him to go to Troy, eoon 
wouldst thou marvel at the sight of his swiftness and his 
strength. There was no beast that could flee from him 
in the dee]) places of the wood, when he was in pursuit; for 
even on a track he was the keeaest bound. But now he is 
holden in an evil cue, and his lord hath perished far from 
his OWE country, and the careless women take no charge of 
him. Nay, thralls are no more inclined to honest service 
when tlicir masters have lost the dominion, for Zeus, of the 
far-borne voice, takes away the half of a man's virtue, when 
the day of slavery comes upon him.' 

Therewith he passed within the fair-Ij-ing house, and went 
straight to the hall, to the company of the proud wooeia. 
But upon Argos came the fate of hlacU death even in the 
hour that he beheld Odysseus again, in the twentieth year. 

Now godlike Telemachus was far the first to behold the 
swineherd «! he came through the hall, and straightway th«n 
he beckoned and called him to his side. So Eumaeiis looked 
about and took a settle that lay by him, where the carver 
was wont to sit dividing much flesh among the wooers that 
were feasting: in the house. Tliis scat he carried and set by 
the table of Telemachus over against him, and there sat 
down himself. And the henchman took a mess and served 
it him, and wheaten bread out of the basket. 

And close behind him Odysseus entered the house in the 
guise of a beggar, a wretched man and an old, leaning on 
bis suff, and clothed on witli sorry rument. And he sat 
down on the ashen threshold within the doorway, leading 
against a piiiar of cypress wood, which the carpenter on a 
Ume had deftly planed, uid thereon made straight the Line. 
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And Tdcmacfan csDcd tbe siriocticTd to him, and KxSk a 
vboAc loaf out of Uk fair buket, aod or Bcsh so much at 
bis hftftds could liold to ihat gnap, saying: 

* Tike umI ^ive tlus to the stnuiser, lad bid him go siboBt 
mod ^xg himself of all the wooera in their torn, for shame is 
u iQ male of a need7 maxu' 

So be sfftikt, and tbe svindcrd vem when he heard thai 
safing, and stood by and spale to him winged words : 

' Stunner, Tetemadns gives the« thcs« and bids thee go 
alioat and beg of all the wooers in their turn, for, he sajt, 
*' sfaonte SI beconws a b^gar mao." ' 

Then Odjrsseus oTroaOT counsels answered him and sud: 
* King Zeos, grant me that Tekmachus maj be happy among 
men, and may be ha^ve all his hcirl's desire I * 

Therewith he took the gift in both hands, and set it there 
before his feet on hts nnsightly seripi Then he ite meat so 
long as the minstrel was singing in the hi1lg. \V1ien he had 
done supper, and the divine minstrel was ending his song, 
then tbe wooers raised a damoor throngh the halls; but 
Athene stood bj- Odysseu*, son of LaertM, and moved htm 
to go gathering morsels of bread among the wooers, snd 
learn which were r%fateous and which unjust Yet not even 
so was she minded to redeem one man of them from an evfl 
fiUe. So he set out, begirining on ihe riglit, to ask of each 
man, stretching out his hand on every side, as thoogh lie 
were a beggar from of old. And they |Mtied him, and gave 
him somewlut, and were nmaTed at him, asking one another 
who he was and whence be came i 

Then Mcknchius, the goatherd, spake among them : 

' Listen, yc wooers of the renowned queen, concerning thb 
stranger, for vehiy I have seen him before. The swineherd 
truly wns his guide hither, but of him I have no certaia 
knowledge, whence he avows him to be bom.' 



So spaJte liCi but Antmous rebuked the swineherd, saying: 
' Oh nolorious swinehetd, wherefore, I pray thee, didst thou 
bring thia man to the citj-? Have we not vajrsTits enough 
besides, plaguy begg;ar9, kill-joys of Ih* feast? Dost thou 
count it a light thing that tiiey assenabte here and derour 
the living of thy masler, but thou must needs* call in this 
man toof 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumacus : ' An- 
tinons, no fair words are these of thine, noble though ihou art. 
For who ever himself seeks out an (i bickio the feast a stranger 
from afar, save only one of tho-sc that are craftsmen of the 
people, a prophet or a healer of ills, or a shipwright, or 
even a godlike minstrel, who can delight all with his 9ong ? 
Nay, these are the men that :\re welcome over all the wide 
earth. Bui none would call a beggar to the banquet, to be a 
torment to himself. But thou ait ever hard alxive all the 
other wooers to the servants of Odysseus, and, beyond all, to 
me ; but behold, I care not, so long as my oiistiess, the con- 
stant Penelope, lives in the halls and godlike Telemachus.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, saying : ' Be silent, 
answer him not, I pray thee, with many words, for AntinouR 
is wont ever to chide us shameriiUy with bitter speech, yea, 
and urges the others thereto.' 

Therewithal he spake winged words to Antinous: 'An- 
tinous, verily thou hast a good care for me, as it were a 
lather for his son, thou that biddest me drive our guest from 
the hall wi(h a harsh command. God forbid that such a thing 
should be I Take somewhat and give it him: lo, I grudge 
il not; nay, I charge thee to do it. And herein regard 
not my mother, nor any of the thralls that are in the house 



* *Mi can hftTtl1;r ^o-ve r iacai meaning here. If retained, ii miuil be 
n««Tly eqiilvolpni to iroii, 'it se«m5.* with a Mich of iioiijr. Ct. i. 348. 
The V, I. wforl^wpiitis a tim pier rending, bui tijr ng means certain. 



of dinne Odj-sseus. Nay, but Ihou hast no such Ihoogtt 
in thy hcxn, for thou ut far more fain to eat th>'self ihan » 
gire to another.' 

Then Aiitinow answered him and Bpakc, sajiog: 'Tde- 
machuB, prond of speech, and nnresttained in fury, what 
word hasi thou spoken? If all the wooers should vouchsife 
bhn as mudi as I, this house would keep him far enoo^ 
aloof even for three monibs' space.' 

So he spalce, and ceiMd the footstool whereon h« leited 
his smooih feet as he saC at the feast, and showed it from 
beneath the tabic where it Uy. But all the others gave some- 
what and filled the wallet with bread and Besb ; yea, and 
Odysseus waa even novr going back to the threshold, pre- 
sently to taste of the bounty of the Achaeans, but be baited 
by Antinous, and spake to him, saying: 

'Friend, pve me somewhat; for methtnks tbou art not 
the baiiest of the Achaeans, but the best man of ihcm all, for 
tliou art like a king. \\'hcreforc thou sbouldest give me a 
portion of bread, and iliat a better than the otben; m 
would ] mike thee renowned o\'er all the wide earth. For I 
loo, once had a house of mine own among men, a rich man 
with a. wealthy bouse, and many a time would I give to a 
wanderer, what manner of man soever be might be. and In 
whatsoever need he came. And I had thralls out of number, 
and all else in plenty, wherewith folk live well and have a name 
for riches. But Zeue, the son of Cronos, made me desolate of 
all, — for surely it was his will, — who sent me with wandering 
sea-robbers to go to F-gypt, a far road, to my ruin. And in 
tlie river Acgyptus I stayed my curved ships. Then verily I 
bade my loved companions to abide there by the ships, and 
to guard the ship, and I sent forth scouts to range the points 
of outlook. Now they gave place to wantonness, being the 
fools of theii own force, and soon they fell to wasting the 
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fields of the Egyptians, exceeding- fair, and carried away their 
wives and infanl; children, and slew the men. Aiid the cry 
came quicklf to the city, and the people heard the shout 
and came forih at ihe breaking of the day; and all (he plain 
was filled with footmen and horsemen and with ihc glitter of 
bronze. And Zeus, whose joy is in the thunder, sent an evil 
panic upon my company, and none durst stand and face the 
foe : for danger encompassed us on every aide. There they 
slew many of tis with the ed^e of the sword, and others they 
led up with lliem alive to work for ihem perforce. But they 
gave me to a friend who met them, to lake to Cyprus, even 
to Dmetor son of lasus, who ruled mightily over Cyprus; 
and thence, behold, am I now come hither in sore distress.' 

Then Ajitinous answered, and spake, saying : ' What god 
hath brought this plague hiihei to trouble the feast? Stand 
forth thus in the midst, away from my tabic, lest thou come 
soon to a bitter Egypt and a sad Cyprus ; for a bold beggar 
art thou and a shameless. Thou &tandesl by all in turn and 
Kcklessly they give to thee, for they hold cot their hand nor 
feel any ruth in giving freely of others' goods, for that each 
man lias plenty by him.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels drew back and answered 
him : 'Lo now, I see thou hast not wisdom with thy beautyl 
From out of thine own house thou wouldest not give even bo 
much as a grain of salt to Ihy suppliant, Uiou who now even 
at another's board dost sit, and cuiat not find it in thy heart 
to take of the bread and give it me, where there is plenty 
to thy band.' 

He spake, and Anlinoua waseiJ yet more wroth at heart, 
and looked fiercely on him and spake winged words : 

' Heitceforth, methinks, thou shalt not get thee out with 
honour from the hall, seeing thou dost even rail upon me.' 

Therewith he caught up the foot-stool and smote Odytiseua 
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on the right aboulder, ftt the upper end of the badt. But he 
etood firm as a rock, nor reeled be beneath the blow of 
Antinods, but shook hlg bead in silence, brooding evil in Ihc 
deep of his heart. Then he went back to the thresbolil, 
and sat him there, and laid down his well-fiUcd scrip, and 
gpakc ftmong the vooers: 

' Hear me, ye wooers of the renowned que«n, and I will 
say what my spirit within me bids roe. Verily tb«re is 
f neither pain nor grief of heart, when a man is smitten in battle 
fighting for his own possessions, whether cattle or while sheep. 
Sut now Anlinous hath stricken me for my wretciied bcD/s 
sake, a thing accursed, that works much ill for men. Ah, 
if indeed there be gods and Avengers of beggars, may tb« 
issues of death come upon Antinous before his wedding I' 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, answered him: 'Sit 
and cat tliy meat in quiet, stranger, or get thee ebewbcrr, 
lest the yotmg men drag thee by hand or foot throogh the 
house for thy evil words, and strip all thy flesh from off 
thee.' 

Even BO he spake, and they were all exceeding wroth at 
his word. And on this wise would one of tlic lordly younj 
men epeak : 

* Antinous. thou (Udst iD to strike Ihe hapless wanderer, 
doomed man that thou art, — if indeed there be a god in 
heaven. Yea and tte gods, in the likeness of strangers 
from far countries, put on all manner of shapes, and wander 
through the cities, beholding the violence and the righteous- 
ncss of men.' 

So the wooers spake, but he heeded not their wofds. 
Now Teleroachus nursed in his heart a mighty grief at the 
smiting of Odysseus, yet he let no tear fall from bis eydidi 
to the ground, but shook his head in silence, brooding enl 
In the deep of his heart. 
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Now when wise Penelope heard of the stranger being 
Binttten in ibc lialls, she spake among her miideng, saying : 

'Oh that Apollo, the &aied archer, may so smite thee 
thjrseir, AminousI' 

And the house-dame, Earyaome, answered her, siyinjr: 
' Oh that we nwght win ftilfilment of our prayers 1 So should 
Dot one of these men come to the fair-throned Dawn." 

And wise Penelope answered her: 'Nurse, ihey are aJl 
enemies, for they all devise evil continually, but of them 
all Anlinous is the most tike to bkck fate. Some hapless 
stranger 13 roaming about the house, beting aJmg of the 
men, as bis need bids him; and all the others filled his 
wallet and gave him somewhat, but Andnous smote him 
between his right shoulder and the back with a stool.' 

So she spake among her maidens, sitting in her chamber, 
while goodly Odysseus was at meat. Then she called to her 
Ibe goodly swineherd and spake, saying : 

' Go thy way, goodly Eumaeua, and bid the stranger come 
luther, that I may speak him a word of greeting, and ask 
him if haply he has heard tidings of Odysseus of the hardy 
heart, or seen him with bis eyes ; for h« seems like One that 
ha« wandered far.' 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumaens : 
•Queen, oh that the Achaeans would hold their peacel so 
would he charm thy very heart, such things doth he say. 
For 1 kept him three nights and three days I held him in 
the steading, for lo rae he came first when he iled from the 
ship, yet he had not made an end of the tale of his affliction. 
£ven as when a man gazes on a singer, whom the gods 
bave taught to sing words of yearning joy to mortals, and 
ihcy have a ceaseless desire to hear him, so long as he 
will sing; even so he charmed me, sitting by me in the 
halls. He says that he is a friend of Odysscua and of his 
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home, one that d«ells in Crete, vfaere is the tmtx t£ Haoa. 
Tbtnct be bu come bitber even now, wJA j op p w t^ Ac 
way, oaward and jct oowd waodesn^ ; and be ea^t ta 
It that be has beard tidiogs ot OdjsacBs sogli at hand md 
jvl aSvc in ibe fat bad of ibc men of Tfae^ratm; and he 
la briogiog many treasorca to Ua EiOBke.' 

Then wiae Peaelope answered him, aaym^ ; ■ Ga caD Um 
biiher, that be may speak to me faxx to &oe. But let Ibea 
mea sit in tbe doorway and take ibetr pleasore, or cku 
in tiie bouse, since tbeir heart u glad. For tbeir own 
lies unspoiled at home, bread and sweet wine, and dioeoB 
do their MTvaats feed. Bat they resorting to oar boose day 
by day sacriiice oien and sheep and fat goats, and ke^ te*d 
and drink the dark wine reckiesdy; and, lo, onr great 
wealth is wasied, for there b no man now alive; and) as 
Odysseus was, to keep ruin frotn the house. Ob, if 
OdyRsetii might come again to his ovn country; soon wosld 
he and his soa avenge the violence of these men I ' 

Even so she spake, and Teiemichas sneesed loudly, &ad 
aioimd the roof rang wondroosly. And Penelope laughed, 
and straightway spake to Zumacus winged words : 

' Go, call me ihe slrangcr. even so, into tny preseitcc 
Doflt tboo not mark bow my son has sneezed a blessing oo 
a]l my words i Wherefore no half-wrought doom shall bcTal 
the wooers every one, nor shall any avoid death and die 
fatca. Vet another thing will I gay, and do thon ponder 
it in tliy heart. If I shall find that he has spoken noogbt 
but truth, I will clothe him with a mantle and a doubleii 
goodly raiment.' 

So she spake, and the swineherd departed when he heard 
that saying, and su>od by the stranger and spake winged 
words: 

' Father and stranger, wise Penelope, the mother of Tclem* 



Eidius, Is calling for thee, and her mind bids her inquire as 
touching her lord, albeit she has. sorrowed much already. 
And if she shalj End (hat thou hast Bpoken nought but 
truth, she will clothe thee in a mantle and a doublet, whereof 
tfaoa standest most in need. Moreover thou sbalc beg thy 
bread through the land and shalt fill ihy belly, and whosoever 
will, shall give to thee.' 

Then the steadfast goodly Odysseas answered him, saying: 
'EumaeuE, soon would I tell all the truth to the daughter 
of Icarius, wise Penelope, for well I know his story, and 
we have borne our travail together. But Eomewhat I fear 
the throng of the froward wooers, whose outrage and vio- 
lence reach even to the iron heaven. For even now, as 
I was going through the house, when this man struck and 
pained me sore, and that for no ill deed, neither Telem- 
achus nor itiy other kept off the blow. Wherefore now, 
bid Penelope tarry in the halls, for all her eagerness, till the 
going down of the sun, and then let her ask me concerning 
her lord, its touching the day of his returning, and let her 
give me a seat yet nearer to the fire, for behold, I have 
sorry raiment, and thou knowcsl iL iliyself, since I made my 
supplication first to thee.' 

Even 80 he spake, and the swineherd departed when he 
heard that saying. And as he aosaed the threshold Pene- 
lope spake to him: 

• Thou bringest him not, Eumaeus : what means the 
wanderer hereby? Can it be that he fears some one out of 
measure, or is he even ashamed of tarrying in the house? 
A shamefaced man makes a. bad beggar.* 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumaeus: 'He 
speaks aright, and but as another would deem, in that he 
shuns llie outrage of overweening men. Rather would he 
have ihee wait till the going down of the sun. Yea, and il 



is far meeier for tbysdf, O qaecti, to uner thy word (o 
the stranger alone, and to listen to his speech.' i 

Tbco the wise Pendope answered : ' The stranger deceit' 
u a man of understanding, and it tnaj' well be even so*. 
For there are so mortal men, methinks, so wanton as tbete^ 
and none that devise socb m&toate deeds.' 

So she spake, and the goodly swineherd departed into 
the throng of the wooers, when be had showed her aJi Iiis 
message. And straightway he spa,icc (O Tclcmachus magti 
words, holding his head close to him, that the others 
might not hear: J 

'Friend, I am going hence to loolc afler thy nvioe taS' 
the things of the fiinn. 1I17 livelihood and mine; but do 
thou take chaise of all that is here. Yet first look ta 
ilijs^lf and uke heed tliat no evil comes nigh thee, for 
many of the Achaeans have ill will against us, wliom uaj 
Zeus confound before (heir mischief falls on usl' 

And wise Telemachus answered hbo, and said: 'Evea 
»o shall it be, &tber; and do thou get thee on thy way, 
when thou hast supped. And in the morning come again, 
and bring fair victims for sacrifice. And ail these mailers 
will he a care to me and to the deathless gods.* 

Thus he spake, and the other sat down again cm the poKthej 
settle ; and when he had salisRed liis heart with meat 
drink, he went on his way to the swine, leaving tlie conrls 
and the hail full of feaslers; and they were making merry 
with dance and song, for already it was close on eventide. 
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The fighthiguSsl»ofO(!y*aewvrit!>I™». Hb odmoaWona to AmpU. 

Humus. Pesddp« appeals bdorc ibe woeeis, and druwa pre^CDb iroin 
tbem. 

Then up came a. common beggar, who was wont to beg 
through the town of Ithaca, one ihat was known among 
all men for ravening greed, for hia endless eating And 
drinking, yet he bad no force or might, [bough he was 
bclk/ enough to took on. Arnaeus wa,s his name, for so 
had Lis good mother given it liim at liia birth, but aJ! 
ibe yoQOg men called him Irus, because be ran on eiranda, 
whensoever any might bid hun. So now he came, and 
would have driven Odysseus from his own bouse, and began 
reviling him, and spake winged words : 

'Gel thee hence, oid man, from the doorway, lest thou 
be even haled out soon by the foot. Seeat ihou not lliaE 
all are now giving me the wink, and bidding me drag thee 
forth? Nevertheless, I feel shame of the taek. Na)* get 
ihee up, lest our quarrel soon pass even to blows.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely on him, 
and spake saying : ' Sir, neither in deed not word do I harta 
thcc nor do I grudge that any should give to thee, yea 
though it were a good handful. But ibis threshold will hold 
08 both, and thou hasi no need to be jealous for the sake 
of other men's goods. Thou seemest to me to be a wan- 
derer, even as I am, and th« gods it is that are like to give 
us gain. Only provoke me not overmuch to buffeting, lest 
ihoil anger me, and old though I be I defile thy breast and 
Kp8 with blood. Thereby should I have the greater quiet 




to-morrcnr, for mcdiiaks that ihou shall never again come 
to the hall of Odjrsseus, soa of Laertes.' 

Then the beggftr Irus spake unto Hm in anger : ' Lo 
now, how tripptngl7 and like an oU dndcc-wife this gluttoo 
speaks, on whom I will work my evil will, aa<i »mie 
l^ right and left, and drive all the teeth from his javt 
to the ground, like the tusks of a swine ihat Epoils tlie 
com. Gird ch^-self now. that even these men all may know 
our mettle in fight. Nay, how shouldst thou do battle with 
a younger man than thou?' 

Thus did they whet each the other's rage right manfully 
before the lofly doors upon the polished ihreghold. And 
the mighty prince Antinuas heart) the twain, and sweetly he 
laughed out, and spake among the wooers : 

' Friends, never before has there been such a thing; 
such goodly game has a god brought to this house. The 
stranger yonder and Inis are bidding each other to buEFels. 
Quick, let us match iliem one against the other.* 

Then all at the word leaped up laugliing, and gathered 
round the ragged beggars, and Antinous. son of Eupeilhes, 
spake among them saying: 'Hear jne, ye lon5l/ wooers 
and I wilt say somewhat. Here are goats' bellies lying al 
the fire, thai we I(ud by al supper- lime and filled wi:b 
&t and blood. Now whichsoever of the tn-aiti wins, and 
shows htmsclT the better man, let him stand ap and take 
luB choice of these puddings. And further, he shall always 
eat at our feasts, noi will we suffer any other beggar to 
come among us and ask for abns.' 

So spake Antinous, and [he saying pleased them well. 
Then Odysseus of maiiy counsels spake among theta 
craflily: 

' Friends, an old man and foredone with travail may in 
tto wise £gbt mi\i a younger. But my belly's c&Q is urgent 



on me, that evil-worker, to the end that I may be suMued 
wilii stripes. But come now, swear me all of you a suong 

th, eo chat none, for the sake of shewing a favour to Irus, 
Biay strike tne a foul blow with heavy hand and subdue 
mc by violence to lay foe.' 

So he spake, and ihey all swore not to strike him, as he 
bade ihem. Now when ihey hid swom and done that 
oath, the mighty prince Telemachus once more spake among 
them: 

' Stranger, if thy heart and lordly spirit ur^ thee to 
rid thee of this fellow, then fear not any other of the 
Achaeans, for whoso strikes ihee shall have to fight with 
many. Thy host am I, and the princes consent with me, 
Aniinous and Euiymachus, men of wisdom hoth/ 

So spake he and they all consented thereto. Then 
Ody&scm girt hia rags about his loins, and let his thighs 
be seen, goodly and grcitt, and his broad shoulders and 
brea.st and mighty arms were manifest. And Athene came 
nigh and made greater the limbs or the shepherd of the 
people. Then the wooers were exceedingly amazed, and 
thu3 would one speak looking to his neighbour: 

'Right soon will Inis, un-Irused, have a bane of his own 
bringing, eucfa a thigh as that old man shows from out his 
mgsl' 

So ihey spake, and the mind of Inis was pitifully stirred ; 
but even so the servants girded him and led him out per- 
force in great fear, his flesh trembling on his limbs. Then 
Antinous chid him, and spake and hsiled him : 

•Thou braggart, belter for thee that thou wert not now, 
nor ever hadst been bom, if indeed thou trembtest before 
this man, and art so terribly afraid ; an old man too he is, 
and forcdone with the travail that l3 come upon him. But I 
will tell thee plainly, and it shall surely be accomplished. If 



this man pievail against thM and prove ihy master, I will cast 
tbw iolo a black ship, and send diee to the mainland to 
Echetos the king:, the maimer of all mankind, who will cut 
off thy nose and cars with the pitiless steel, and dn&w out tby 
vitals and give them raw to dogs to rend' 

So he apike, and yet greater trembling gat bold of the 
limbs of Inis, and ihey led him Into the ring, and tlie nrain 
put up their bands. Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus 
mused in himself whether he should smile him in such ft-ise 
that his life should leave his body, even there vbere be fell, 
or whether he should strike him lightly, and stretch him on 
the earth. And as he thought thereon, this seemed to him 
the better way, to strike lightly, th&l the Acfaaeaas might not 
know him, who he was. Then the twain put up their hands, 
and Irus struck at the right sHooIdcr, but the other smote 
him on his neck beneath the ear, and crushed in the bonet, 
and sLraightway the red blood gii.'ihed up through his mouth, 
and with a moan lie fell in the dust, and drave together 
his teeth as he kicked the ground. But the proud wooeia 
threw up their hands, and died outiiglit for laughter. Then 
Odysseus seized him by the foot, and dragged bim fOfih 
through the doocw&y, till he came to the courtyard and the 
gates of the gallery, and he set liim down and rested him 
agamst the courtyard wall, and put lus staff in his hands, 
and uttering his voice spake to him winged won^s: 

* Sit thou there oow, and scare off s\>-ine and dogs, and Id 
not such an one as thoa be lord over strangers and beggars, 
piliful as thou art, lest haply some worse thing be£al thee.' 

Tttus he spake, and cast about his shoulders his mean 
scrip all tattered, and the cord therewith to hang it, and 
be gat him back to the threshold, and sat him down there 
again. Now the wooers went within laughing swettlj, and 
greeted him, saj-ing : 
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•May Zeus, stranger, and all the other dea.thleB8 gods 
give thee thy dearest wisli, even all ihy heart'o desire, 
seeing ibat thou bast made that insatiate one lo ceaac from 
his begging in the lard I Soon will wc take him over to 
the mainland, to Echelus the kin^:, the maimer of all 
mankind,' 

So they spake, and goodly Odysseus rejoiced in the omen 
of the words. And Aniinoug get by him the great pudding, 
stnffcd with fat and blood, and Amphinomua look up two 
loaves iiom the basket, and set Ihcm by him and pledged 
tjim in a golden cup, and spake saying; 

'Father and stranger, hail! may happiness be thine in 
the time to come ; but as now, thou art fast holdcn in many 
sorrows.* 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 
' Amphinomtu, verily thou setmest to nic a prudent man 
enough ; for such too was the father of whom thou art 
sprung, for I have heard the fair fame of him, how that 
Ktsua of Dulichium was a good man and a rich, and his son 
they say thou art, and thou seemest a man of understanding. 
Wherefore I will tell thee, and do ihou mark and listen to 
me. Nought feebler doth the earth nurture than man, of all 
thecreaturcs that breathe andmove upon the face of the earth. 
Lo, be diiiiks that he sliail never suffer evil in lime to come, 
while the gods give him happiness, and liis limits move 
lightly. But when again the blegsed go Js have wrought for him 
sorrow, even so he bears it, as he must, with a steadfast heart. 
For the spirit of men upon the eartli is even as tlieir day, 
llut comes upon them from the father of gods and men. Yea, 
and 1 too once was like to liave been prosperous among 
men, but many an infatuate deed I did, giving place to mine 
own hardihood and strength, and trusting to my father and 
my brethreo. Wherefore kt uo man for ever be lawless any 



' Ac ^b oT tbe gods, whatsoever ihej 
mtf ||tb SiA iiftMMe deedi do I tc« the wooers dcvisto;, 
sA^wsMfr Ae«eAh,«Dd hold in no regard the wire or 
a w^ «te^ mteSmts^ «■ act mach longer be far frotn ha 
Enendi lad bis own bad; laj be b vety near. But for 
Aee^ mmf xtmt god "^fc"^*" tlice bcncc to th^ home, and 
wa^ Iftoa aoK BceS &te io Ibe daj when be rctnms 1o 
\m o«« deof cetnnyF For not vritbout blood, u I deem, 
«9 ik^ be w d md. the vooets and Odysseus, whes onoe 
ke bUI bate cane bcaeiA Ub ovo nxif.* 

Tbaa be sp^e. and poored an offering and then drank «f 
^ boa ej- gw e et aia^ and ^am set the cup !n the hands of 
tbeanajaof tbe pcojile. Bat dx other went back through 
Ibe hoow, sad ai beui and bo<wtDg bis bead ; for verily his 
aoid boded «nL Vet even 90 be avoided not his fate, Tor 
Aibene had boaod him Itkevtse to be slain outright at the 
bands and by the spear of Tclcmachus. So he sat down 
again oo the high seat whence he had arisen. 

Now the goddess, gre>--eyed Athene, put it into the heart 
or the daughter of Icarius, vise Penelope, to show herself to 
the wooers, thai she might nuke their heart greatly to aweD 
for }oj, and that she might win yet nnore worship from her 
lord and her &on than beretoTorc. So she Iaugf)ed an idle 
laugh, and spskc to the nurse, and hailed her, saying : 

' Eurynome, ray heart yearns, though before I had no such 
desire, to show myself to the wooers, hateful as they are, I 
would also say a word to my son, that wil! be for lus 
weal, namely, that he should not for ever consort with the 
proud wooers, who speak friendly with their lips, but unagtne 
evil in the latter end.' 

Then the housewife, Eurynome, spake to her saying: 
' Vca my child, all ihis thou bast spoken as is meet. Go 
llicn, and declare tliy word to thy son and hide it not, 



firsi wanh ihee and anoint thy face, and go not as ihnii art 
with thy cheeks ail stained with Uilxs. Go, foi it is little 
good to sorrow always, and rever cease. And lo, thy son 
is now of an age to bear thee, he whom thou hast above all 
thlDgs prayed the gocls that ihou mighcest see with a beard 
upon his chin.' 

Then wiae Penelope answered her, sayin»: 'Eurynome, 
speak not thus comfortably to me, for all thy love, bidding 
me to wash and be anointed with ointment. For the gods 
that keep Olympus destroyed my bloom, since the day 
that he departed in the hollow ships. But bid Autonoe 
and Hippodameia come to me, to stand by my side in 
the halls. Aione I will not go among men, for I am 
ashamed.' 

So she spake, and the old woman passed through the 
chamber to tell the maidens, and hasteD their coming. 

Thereon the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, had another 
thought. She shed a sweet slumber over the daughter of 
Icarius, who eank back in eleep, and all her joints were 
loosened as she lay in the chair, and the fair goddess the 
while was giving her gifts immortal, that all the Achaeans 
might manel at her. Her fair face first she steeped with 
beauty imperishable, such as that wherewith the crowned 
Cytherca is anointed, when she goes to the lovely dances of 
tlic Graces. And she made her taller and greater to behold, 
and made her whiter than new-sawn ivory. Now when she 
had wrought dius, that fair goddess departed, and the wliite- 
armcd handmaidens came forth from the chamber and drew 
nigh with a sound of voices. Then sweet sleep left hold of 
Penelope, and she rubbed her cheeks with her liands, and 
said: 

' Surely soft slumber wrapped me round, most wretched 
though 1 be. Oh I that pure Arlemis would give mc so 
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soft a dealh even now, that T might no more waste my life 
in sorrow of heart, and longing for the manifold excellence 
of my dear lord, for that he was foremost of the Achaeaos.' 

With this word she went down from the shining oppet 
chamber, not alone, for two handmaidens likewise bate 
her company. But when the fair lady had now come to the 
wooers, she stood by the doorpost of the well-burldcd room, 
holding her glistening tire before her face, and on either 
side of hci stood a faithful handmaid. And straightway the 
knees of the wooers were loosened, and their hearu were 
enchanted with love, and each one uttered a prayer thai 
he might be her bed-fellow. But she spake to Tclemacbos, 
her dear son : 

' TelemachuB, thy mind and thy thoughts are no longer 
stable as they were. While thoti wast still a child, thou 
hadst a yet nimbler and more gainful wit, but now that ihoo 
art great of growth, and art come to the measure of man- 
hood, and a stranger looking to thy stature and thy beauty 
might say that thou must be some rich man's ttoa, thy mind 
and thy thoughts are no longer right as of old. For lo, what 
manner of deed has been done in these halts, in that tbon 
hast suffered thy guest to be thus sliamcfully dealt witlil 
How would it he now, if the stranger sitting in our tvouse, were 
thus to come to some harm all through this evil handling? 
Shame and disgrace would be thine henceforth among men.' 

Then wise Telemachua answered her: 'Mother mine, as 
to this matter I count it no blame that thou an angered. Yet 
have I knowledge and understanding of each thing, of the 
good and of the evil ; hut heretofore 1 was a child. Howbelt 
1 cannot devise all things according to wisdom, for these 
men in their evil counsel drive me from my will, on this tide 
and on that, and there is none to aid me. Howsoever this 
battle between Inis and the stranger did not fall out as the 



wooers woald have had it, but the stranger proved the 
better mas. Would to Father Zeus and Athene and Apollo, 
that the wooers in our halls were even now thus vanquished, 
and wagging liieir heads, Eome in Lhe court, and some 
within the house, and that the limbs of each man were 
loosened in such fashion as Irus yonder aits now, by 
the courtyard ^tes wagging his head, lik& a drunken 
man, and cannot stand upright on his feet, nor yet get 
him home to bis own place, seeing that bis hmbs are 
loosened I ' 

Thus they spake one to another. But Eurymachus spake 
to Penelope, saying : 

'Daughter of Icariu3, wise Penelope, if all the Adiaeans in 
lasiin Argos could behold thee, even a greater press of 
vooers would feast in your halls from to-morrow's dawn, 
cance thou dost surpass all women in beauty and statDie^and 
within in wisdom of mind,' 

Then wise Penelope answered him: 'Eurymachus, surely 
my excellence, both of face and form, the gods destroyed 
in the day when the Argives embarked for Ilios, and with 
them went my lord Odysseus, If but he might come and 
watch over this my life, greater thus would be my fame 
and fairer) But now am I in sorrow; such a host of ills 
some god has sent against me. Ah, well do I remember, 
when he aet forth and left his own country, how he took mo 
by the right hand at the wrist and spake, saying: 

' Lady, methinks that all the goodly-greaved Achaeans 
win not win a safe return from Troy; for the Trojans 
toOi they say, are good men at arms, as spearsmen, and 
bowmen, and drivers of fleet horses, such as ever most 
swiftly determine the great strife of equal battle. Wherefore 
I know not if the gods wiii suffer me to return, or whether I 
shatl be cut off there In Tioy; so do thou have a care for all 



these Ihings. Be raindrol or my f^er and my mother in thtJ 
halls, even as now tboa art, or yet more th&n dow, while It 
am f&r away. Bat when thou eccet thy son a bearded msi^J 
marry whom Ibou will and leave thine own house." 

' Even so did he speak, and now all these things have an.] 
end. The ni^ht shall come when a hstefal marnnge 
iind me out, nne most luckless, whose good hap Zcos 
talcen away. But fnrthercaore this sore trouble has come on^ 
mj- heart and soul ; for this was not the manner of wooers ii 
time past. Whoso wish Lo woo a good lady and the daa^terj 
of a rkJi man, and vie one with another, tliemselves biiDg] 
with ihem oxen of their own and goodly floclcs, a banquet Fori 
the friends of the bride, and they give the lady splendid pAiA 
but do not devour another's livelihood without atonenaenL' 

Thus she spake, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus rejowedJ 
because she drew from them gif\s, and beguiled their 
with sootiiing words, while her hcan was set on other thiDg&j 

Then Antinous, son of Eupcilhcs, answered her 
' Daughter of Icarius, wise Penelope, the gifls which 
the Acliaeans may choose to bring hither, do thou take ; fat ' 
it is not well to refuse a gift. But we for our part will neither 
go to our lands nor otherwhere, before thou an wedded to 
the best man of the Achacans,' 

So spake Antinous, and the saying pleased them well, and ^ 
each man sent a henchman lo bring liis gifts. For AntinoDi 
his henchman bare a broidered robe, great and very fair, ■ 
wherein were golden brooches, twelve in all, 6ttc<l with weB ] 
bent clasps. And the henchman straiglitway bare Eurynu-j 
chUB a golden chain of curious work, strung wilh ambet 
beads, shining like the sun. And hie squires bare for Eury- 
damas a pair of ear-rings, with three drops well wrought, and 
much grace shone from them. And out of the house of Pei- 
sandei the prince, the son of Polyctor, the squire brought a 



} 

I 



necklet, a very lovely jewel. And likewise the Achaeans 
brought each one some other beautiful gifi. 

Theo the fair lidy went aloft to her upper chamber, and 
her attendant maidens bare for her the lovely gifts, wliile ilie 
wooers turned to dancing and the delight of song, and 
therein took their pleasure, and awaited the coming of even- 
tide. And dark evening; came on them at their pastime. 
Anon they set up three braziers in the haiis, to give them 
light, and on these they laid firewood all around, faggots 
seasoned long since and sere, and new split with the axe, 
and to Ihem They act burning pine-brands. And Uie maids 
of Odysseus, of the hardy heart, in turn were rousing the 
light of the Barnes. Then the prince Odysseus of many 
counsels himself spake among them saying: 

' Ye maidens of Odysseus, the lord so loi^ afar, get ye into 
(he chambers where the honoured queen abides, and twist 
tbc yam at her side, and gladden her heart as ye sit in the 
chamber, or card the wools with your hands; but I wiil 
iniTiisler light to aii these that are here. For even if they are 
minded to wait the throned Dawn, they shall not outstay me, 
BO long enduring am I.' 

So he spake, but they laughed and looked one at the 
fAhit. And the fair Mclantho chid him shamefully, Melantho 
that Dolius begat, but Penelope reared, and entreated her 
tenderly as she had been her own child, and gave her play- 
ibings to her hearths desire. Yet, for all that, the sorrow of 
Pcndope touched not her heart, but she loved Eurymachus 
and was his paramour. Now she chid Odysseus with railing 
words: 

' Wretched guest, aurcly thou art some brain-struck man, 
aeeing that thou dost not choose to go and sleep at a 
smithy, or at some place of common resort, but here thou 
pralcst much and boldly among many lords and hast no fear 



at heart. Verily wine has got abotil tiiy wits, or percliuiK 
thou an always of this mind, and so thou dost babble idtj*. 
Art thou bcsid* thjfscif for Joy, because thou hast beaten the 
beggar IruB? Take beed lest a better man than Iras rise op 
presentl/ ^j^inst tttec, to laj his mighty hands about 1)17 
head and hedabbte thee with blood, and send ihee hence 
from the house.' 

Then Odysecua of many counsels looked nercely on her, 
and said: *Yea, straight will 1 go yonder and tell Telem- 
achm hereof, thou shameless thing, for this ihy speech, that 
forthwith he may cut thee limb from limb.' 

So he spake, and with his saying scared away the women, 
who fled through the hells, and the knees of each were 
loosened kr fear, for they deemed that his words were tn». 
But OdysKUS took his stand by the burning braziers, tending 
the lights, and gazed on all the mcu : but far other matters 
be pondered id his bean, things not to be unfuUUIed. 

Now Alliene would in no wise suffer the lordly wooers 10 
abstaui from biting scorn, that the pain miglit sink yet tlie 
deeper into ihe heart of Odysseus, son of Laertes. So Eury- 
macfius, son of Polybus, began to speak among them, girding 
at Odyjscus, and so made mirlh for his friends ; 

' Hear me ye wooers of tlie queen renowned, that I maj 
say that which my spirit within me bids me. Not wilhom 
the gods' will has this man come to the house of Odysseus: 
methinks at least that the torchlight flares forth from* diat 
head of hia, for there are no hairs on it, nay never so thin.' 

He spake and wiihal addressed Odysseus, waster of diies: 
'Stranger, wouldosi thou indeed be my hireling, if I voold 
take tliee for my man, at an upland farm, and thy wages 
shall be assured thee, and there shalt thoa gather stODCs for 
dykes and plant tall trees? There would I provide lh« 
bread continual, and clothe thee witli raiment, and give thee 

• Atnpling i)i« conjecture «d«, scant, (at Uie MSS. siU. 



shoes for ihy feet, Howbeit, since thou ait practised only in 
evil, ihou wilt not care to go to the labours of the field, but 
wilt choose rather to go touting through the land, lh»t thou 
maj-Bt have wherewithal to feed thine insatiate belly.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered hira and said : 
* Eurymachus, would that there might be a tiial of labour be* 
iween us twain, in the season of spring', when the long days 
begini in the deep grass might it be, and I should have a 
crooked scythe, and thou another L^e it, that we might try 
each the other in the matter of labour, fasting till late even- 
tide, and grass there ehould be in plenty. Or would again, 
that there were oxen to drive, the best there may be, large and 
lawny, bolh well filled with fodder, of equal age and force to 
bear the yoke and of strenglh onturing I And it should be a 
field of four ploughgates, and the dod should yield before the 
ploughshare. Then shouldesl thou see me, whether or no I 
would cut a clean furrow unbroken before me. Or would 
that this very day Cronion might waken war whence he 
would, and that I bad a shield and two spears, and a helmet 
ail of bronze, close fitting on my temples I Then should'cst 
thou see me mingling in the forefront of the battle, nor spectk 
and taunt me with this my belly. Nay, thou act exceeding 
wanton and thy heart is hard, and thou thinkest thyself 
some great one and mighty, bccaase thou consortest with 
few men and feeble. Ah, if Odyaseus might but return and 
eome to his own country, right soon would yonder doors 
full wide as they are, prove all too strait for thee in thy Sight 
through the doorway I' 

Thus he spake, and Eurymachas waxed yet the more 
wroth ftl: heart, and looking Gercely on him spake to him 
winged words; 

• Ah, wretch that thou art, right soon will I work thee 
mischief, so boldly thou pratest ccmong many lords, and hast 
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no feat at beait. Verily wine has got about tby wits oi 
perchance thou art always of this mind, aod so ibou dott 
[ bubble idly. Art tliou beside IhyseU' for joy, because ibon 
bast beaten th« be^f^ Inis ? ' 

Therewith he caught up a footstool, but Odysseos sftt Inm 
down at the knees of Ampbinomus of Dtilichium, in dread of 
£ur)-maicbiis. And Eurymachus ca^t and smote tlic cnp> 
F:|)eaicr on the right hand, and the l^e cup dropped to the 
kErouod with a clang, while the young man groaned and fdl 
backwards in the dust. Tlicn the wooers clamoarcd thiotigh 
the shadowy halls, and thus one would say looking to hii 
neighbour : 

'Would that our wandering guest had perished otheiwbeie, 
or ever he came hither ; so should be never have made ^ 
, Ibis tumult in our midst 1 But dov we are all at strife aboiU 
eggve, and there will be no moK joy of the good feast, f« 
worse things have iheir way.' 

Then the mighty prince Telemachns spake anwng then: 

' Sirs, ye are mad ; now ye no longer bide h that ^e haic 
eaten and drunken ; some one of the gods is surely movti^ 
you. Nay, now that ye have feasted well, go home and by 
you to rest, whenso your spirit bids ; for as for me, I diira 
no man hence.' 

Thus he spake, and they all bit their lips and marvelled at 
TeEemachus, io that he spake boldly. Then AmphiDomvi 
made harangue, and spake among ihem, Auipliinomus, lite 
Jiunous son of Nisus the prince, the son of Aretias: 

'Friends, when a righteous word has been spoken, none 
surely would rebuke another with hard speech and be angrj'. 
Misuse yc not thb stranger, neither any of the thralls that an 
in the house of godlike Odysseus. But come, lei the wine- 
bearer pour for libation into each cup in tum, that aficr the | 
drink-offering we may get us home to bed. But the stranger 
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let us leave in the halls of Odysseus for a charge to Telem- 
achus : for to his home has he come.' 

Thus he spake, and his word was well-pleaang to them 
all. Then the lord Mulius mixed for them the bowl, the 
henchman out of Dulichium, who was squire of Amphinomus. 
And he stood by all and served it to them in their turn; 
and they poured forth before the blessed gods, and drank 
the honey-sweet wine. Now when they had poured forth and 
had drunken to their hearts' content, they departed to lie 
down, each one to bis own house. 
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Kcnr the goodly Odysseus waa left behind in the faall, de- 
vinog with Atbcse's aid tlie slicing of th« wooers, and 
auta^bttnj he cpale winged words to Telemachus : 

* TdemiichiK, we most needs lay by (be weapons or«ii 
_vilhii:^ every one i and when the wooers miss tbcm and ssk 
coDoerning tbeso, iboa shalt bcgitilc them with coA 
words, sayiDg : 

'Oat of the smoke have I Iiid tli«tn by, since they are no 
longer like those that Odytseus left behind him of old, wlieii 
be went to Troy, but they irt wholly marred, so mightUy haih 
passed upon them the %'apoitr of fire. Moreover some god 
bath put into my heart this other and greater care, that per- 
chance when ye are heated with wine, ye set a qaarrel beiwetB 
jrou and wound one the other, and thereby sfaame the feast 
and the wooing; for iron of itself draws a man thereto.' 

Thus lie spake, and Telemachus hearkened to hts dcu 
&lher, and called forth to him ihc nurse £ur>-cl<ia and i^ake 
to her, saying : 

•Ntir«, come now I pray thee, shut np the worn* 
their chambers Ijll I shall have laid by in ihe armoury ' 
goodly weapons of my father, which all uncarcd for dw 
smoke dims in the ball, since my father went hence, and 
I was still but a child. Now I wish to lay them by whqs^ 
the vapour of the flic will not reach ihenu' 



Then the good nurse Eurycleia answered him, saying i 
' All, my child, if ever thou wouldest hut take careful thought 
in such wise as to mind the house, and guard all this wealth I 
But come, who shall attend thee and bear tbc light, if thou 
bast tby way, sld.cc thou wouUest not that the maidens, who 
might have givea light, should go before thee i ' 

Then wise Telemachus made answer to her : 'This stranger 
berc, for I wilt keep no man in idlcn^^s wlio eats of my bread, 
even if he have coitk from afar.' 

Thus he spake, and his word unwinged abode with her, 
and she closed the doors of the fair-lying chambers. Then 
ihey twain sprang up, Odysseus and his renowned son, and 
&el 10 carry within the helmets and the bossy shields, and 
the sharp-pointed spears ; and before them Pallas Athene 
bare a golden cresset and asl a most lovely light, Thereon 
Teiemachus spake to bis father suddenly : 

' Father, singly a great marvel is this that I behold with 
mine eyes ; meseems, at least, that the walls of the hall and 
the fair main-beama of the loof and the cross-beams of pine, 
and the pillars that run aloft, are bright as it were with 
flaming fire. Verily some god is within, of those that hold 
the wide heaven.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him and said : 
' Hold Iby peace and keep all this in thine heart and ask not 
hereof. Lo, this is the wont of the gods that hold Olympus. 
But do thou go and lay thee down, and I will abide here, 
that I may yet further provoke the maids and thy mother to 
answer ; and she in her sorrow will ask me concerning each 
thing, one by one.' 

So he spake, and Telem^clms passed out through the 
ball to his chamber to lie down, by the light of the flaming 
torches, even to the chamber where of old he took his rest, 
when sweet sleep came over him. There now too he lay 



down and awaited the bright Dawn. But goodly Ody S3cn 
vas left behind in the hail, devising with Atbui«'s aid Uu 
elajing of the wooersL 

No'w Tortb from her chamber catne the wise Penelope, 
tike Artemis or golden Apbrodite, uid diejr set a chati for 
tier hard by bcrore die Brc, vbere she was wont to sit, a 
-diair veli-vrought and inlaid triih ivory Utd silver, which 
on a lime th« ctaflsiaan Icmalius had fashioned, itnd had 
joined thereto a footstool, that was part of the chair, wheKon 
a great fleece was used to he laid. Here then, the wise Fene- 
lope sat her down, and next came white-armed handmoidi 
from the women's chamber, and began to take away the 
many fmgmcnts of food, and the tables and the cups trhe&M 
the proud lords had been drinking, and thc^ cast the embert 
from ihe braiicra on the door, and piled many fresh lo^ 
upon them, to give light and warmth. 

Then Melantho began to revile Odysseus yet a second 
time, saying: 'Stranger, wilt thou still be a p1ag;ue to m 
here, wandering throagh the house in the night, and spying 
ibe women t Nay, get ihee forth, thou wretched thing, and 
be content with thy supper, or straightway shalt ihou even be 
smitten with a torch and so Dare out of tlie doors,' 

Thun Odysscns of many counsels looked fiercely on her, 
and said : ' Good woman, vhat possesses thee to assail me 
thus out of an angry heart } Is it because I go filthy and 
am clothed about in sorry raiment, and beg through the land, 
tor necessity is laid on mc i This is the rcinncr of beggars 
and of wiinderlng men. For I too once had a house of 
mine own among men, a rich man with a wealthy house, 
and many a time would I give to a wanderer, what manner 
of man soever he might be, and in whatsoever need he came. 
And I had countless thralls, and all else in plenty, whereby 
Folk Uve well and have a name for riches. But Zeas, the 



son of Cronos, made nae desolate of all, for surely il was liis 
will. Wherefore, woman, see thai thou too lose not all the 
glory whcrewilh ihou art now preeminent among the hand- 
maids, (t£ well may chance, if thy mislress be pro-voked to anger 
with thee, or if Odysseus come home, for there is yel a yhex 
for hope. And even if he hath perished as ye deem, and is 
never more to return, yet by ApoUo's grace he hath so goodly 
& son, Telemachus, and none of the women works wanton- 
ness in his halls without his knowledge, for he is no longer 
of an age not to mark it.' 

TTiuB he spake, and the wise Penelope heard him, and 
rebuked the handmaid, and spake and hailed her : 

* Thou bbameless thing and unabashed, thy great ein ia in 
novisc hidden from me, and thy blood shall be on thine own 
head for tlie same I For thou knewcst right well, in that 
tbou hadst heard It from my lips, how that I was minded 
to ask the stranger in my halts for tidings of my lord ; for 
1 am grievously afflicted.' 

Theicwitb she spake likewise to the bousedame.Eurynome, 
saying! 

'Eurynome, bring hither a settle with a fleece thereon, 
that the stranger may sit and speak with me and hear my 
words, for I would ask him all his story.' 

So she spake, and the nurse made haste and brouglit a 
polished settle, and cast a fleece thereon; and then tlie 
steadlast goodly Odysseus siX him down there, and the wise 
Penelope spake first, saying : 

'Stranger, I will make bold first to ask thee this; who 
art tbou of the sons of men, and whence? Where is thy 
city, (Uid where are they that begat ihee t ' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her and said : 
'Lady, no one of mortal men in the wide world could find 
fault witli thee, for thy fame goes up to the wide heaven, as 



doth tbc fame of a blameless king, one that fears the gods 
and Tcigiis among many meo and nughtj, maJntaitiiDg right, 
and the black earth bears wheat and barley, and the trees 
arc laden with fniit, and the sheep bring forth and fail not, 
and the sea gives store offish, and all out of Iiis good guid- 
ance, and die people prosper under him. \^^le^efo^e do 
thou ask roc now to thy house all else that thou will, but 
inquire not concerning my race and mine o'wd counti}', lest 
ELS I think thereupon thou fill my heart the more with paiaa, 
for 1 am a man of many sorrovs. Moreover it beseems me 
not to sit weeping and w^ing in another's house, for h is ■ 
little good to mourn always without ceasing, lest perchance i 
one of the maidens, or even thyself be angry with mc 
and say that 1 swim in tears, as one that is h«avy with 
wine.' 

Then wise Pendope answered him, and said : ' Stranger, 
surely my goodlincss botli of face and form the gods de- 
stroyed, in the day when the Argives embarked for Ilios,and 
with Chcm went my lord Odysseus. If but be might come 
and watch over this my life, greater and fairer thus would 
be my fame I Dut now am I in sorrow, such a host of 
ills some god has sent against me. For all die noblest that 
are princes in the islc», in Dulichium and Same and vooded 
Zacynltius, and they that dwell around even in dear-seen 
Ithaca, these are wooing me ag^nst my will, and de- 
vouring the house. Wherefore I take no heed of strangers, 
nor suppliants, nor at all of heralds, the craftsmen of tbe 
people. But I waste my heart away in longing for Odysseus ; 
BO they speed on my marriage and I weaw a web of wiles. 
First aorac god put it into my heart to set up a great web in 
the halls, and thereat to weave a robe fine of woof and Wiy 
wide ; nnd anon I spake among them, saying : " Ye princely 
youths, my wooers, now that goodly Odysseus is dead, do ye 



abide paiiently, how eager Bo«ver to spetd on this maitiage 
of mine, lill I finish the robe. I would not that ihc threads 
perish to no avKil, even (his shroud for the hero Laertes, 
a^inst the da^ when the ruinous doom, aliall bring him low, 
of death that lays men ait their length. So shall none of the 
Achaeui women in the land count it blame in me, a.a well 
might he, were he to lie without a winding sheet, a man that 
had gotten great possessions." 

' So spake I, and their high hearts cottEented thereto. So 
then in the diiylime I would weave tlie mighty web, and in 
the night unravel the same, when I hiid let place the torches 
by me. Thus for the Epace of three yeare I hid the thing 
by craft ajid beguiled the nu'nds of the Achaeang. But when 
the fourth year arrived, and the seasons came roiuid as the 
mOnlhs waned, and many da^ys weie accomplished, then it 
was that by help of the handmaids, shan^elese things and 
reckless, the wooers came and trapped me, and chid me 
loudly. Thus did I finish the web by no will of mine, for 
so I must. And now I can neither escape the marriage nor 
devise any further counsel, and my parents are instant with 
me to marry, and my eon chafes while these men devour his 
livelihood, as he takes note of all ; for by this time hff has 
come to man's estate, and is full able to care for a house- 
hM, being such an one as Zeus vouchsafes to honour. 
But even so tell me of thine own stock, whence thou art, 
for thou art ooE sprung of oak or rock, whereof old tales 
ten.' 

And Odytseus of many counsels answered her and said: 
'O wife revered of Odysseus, son of Laertes, thou wilt 
never have done asking me about mine own race. Nay, but 
I will tell thee; yet surely thou wilt give me over to 
eonows yet mor« than those wherein I am holden, for so 
it ever is when a man has been afai froai hii own country, so 
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long ts now I un, wandering in sore pain to many cities of 

OHHtals. Yet even so I will tell thee what tbou askesi and 

inquirest. There is a land called Crete in (he midst of the 

trine-dark sea, a Tair land ai>d a rich, begirt viih -water, and 

iberein are many men inntinMrable, and ninety citiea. And 

all have not the same speech, but there is coofusioo of 

tongues; there dwell Achaeans and (here too Cretans of Crete, 

high of heart, and Cydonians there and Dorians of waving 

pltraics and goodly Pdasgians. And among these Cities i> the 

mighty c\tf Cnosus, wherein Minos nlten he was nine yean 

old began to rule, be who hetd converse with great Zens, and 

was the father of my father, even of Deucalion, high of heart. 

Now DeucahoQ begat me and Idomencus the prince. How- 

beit, he had gone in his beaked ships up ioto Hies, with tlie 

sons of Atrevs; but my Tamed name is Aethoo. being the 

younger of the twain and he was the first bom and tbe better 

I maru There I saw Odysseus, and gave him guest-gifts, for 

I the might of the wind bare him too to Crete, as he was 

' making for Troy land, and had driven him wandering past 

Malea. So he stayed his ships in Amiusus, whereby is tbe 

cave of Eilithyia, in havens hard to win, and scarce he 

escaped the tempest. Anon be came up to tlie city and 

asked for Idomeneus, saying that he was his (iriend and 

held by htm in love and honour. But it was now the tenth 

or the eleventh dawn since Idomeneus had gone in Us 

beaked ships up into Ilios. Then I led him to the bouse, 

and gave him good entertainment with nil loving-kindness 

out of the plenty in my hoitse, and for him and for the rest 

of his company, that went with him, I gathered and gave 

barley meal and dark wine out of the public store, and oxen 

to sacrifiee to his heart's desire. There llie goodly Achacans 

abode twelve days, for the strong North Wind penned them 

there, and suffered them not to stay upon the coast, for 



some angrj- god had roused it. On the ihirteerth day the 
wind fell, and then they lifted anchor.' 

So he told majiy a false tale in the lilieiiess of truth, and 
her tears flowed as she listened, and her flesh melted. And 
even as the snow meUs in the liig^h places of the hills, the 
snow that the South- East wind has thawed, when the West 
has scattered it abroad, and as it wastes the river streams mn 
full, even so her fair clieeks melted beneath her tears, as she 
wept her own lord, who even then was sitting by her. Mow 
Odysseus had compassion of heut upon his wife in her 
lamenting, bat his eyes kept steadfast between his eyelids as 
il were horn or iron, and craftily he hid hie tears. But she, 
when she had taken her fill of tearful lamentation, answered 
btm in turn and spake, saying : 

•Friend as thou art, even now I think to make trial of 
t1iee, and learn whether in very truth thou didst entertain my 
lord there in Ihy halls with his godhke company, as thou 
sayesU Tell me what manner of raiment he was clothed 
in about hia body, and what manner of man he was himself, 
and tell rac of his fellows that went with him.' 

Tlien Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: 
* Lady, it is hard for one so long parted firom him to tell 
ihee all tlus, for it is now the twentieth year since he went 
thither and left my country. Yet even so I will tell thee 
as I see bim in s^iirit. Goodly Odysseus wore a thick purple 
mantle, twofold, which had a brooch fashioned In gold, 
with a double covering for the pins, and on the face of it 
was a curious device: a hound in his forepaws held a 
dappled fawn and gazed on it as it writhed. And all men 
marvelled at the workmanship, how, wrought as they were in 
gold, the hound was gazing on the fawn and strangling it, 
and the fawn was writhing with his ieet and striving to flee. 
Moreover, I marked the shining doublet about his body, a» 



it wef« the skin of a dri«d onion, 90 smooth it was, anj 
glistering as the sun ; tnily many women looked thereon and 
wondered. Yet another ihing will I teU thee, and do thou 
ponder it in diy heart. 1 know not if Odyssciu was thus clothed 
upon al borne, or if one of his fellows gave bioi the rainMOl 
U he vent on board the swift ship, or even it may be some 
Btranger, seeing that to many men was Odysseus dear, for 
few of the Achaeans were his peers. I, too, gave him s 
ftiford of bronze, and a fair fiiirple mantle with double fold, 
ind a tasBclcd doublet, and I scat him away with all honour 
on bis decked ship. Moreover, a henchman bare him com- 
pany, somewhat older than he, and I will tell thee of him 
too, what manner of man he was. He was round-shouldered, 
brown-skinned, and curiy-haired, hb name Eurybates ; and 
Odysseus honoured him above all his company, because in 
aJl things he was like-minded with himself.' 

So he spake, and in her heart he stirred yet more the 
.^deure of weeping, as she knew the certain tokens that Odys- 
Brai showed her. So when she had taken h«i fUl of tearfbl 
lament, then she answered him, and spake saying: | 

• Now verily, stranger, thou that even before wert hdd h 
pity, shalt be dear and honourable in my halls, for it was I 
vho gave him these garments, even such as thou namest, 
and folded thi?m myself, and brought them from the diam- 
her, and added besides the shining brooch to be his jewcL 
But him I shall never welcome back, returned home to his 
own dear country. Wherefore with an evd fate it was that 
Odysseus went hence in the hollow ship to see that evil 
Ilios, never to be named.' 

And OdysBcus of many counsels answered her saying: 
' Wife revered of Odysseus, son of Lacrlcs, destroy not now 
thy fair flesh any more, nor waste thy heart with weeping fof 
thy lord; — not that I count it any blame in thee, for many a 



woman w^epa that has lost her wedded lord, to whom slie has 
borne children ia lier love, — albeit a far other man than OJj-s- 
seas, vrho, they say, in like the gods. Nay, cease from thy 
lamenting, and lay up my word in thy heart ; for I will tell 
Ihee wiihout fail, and will hide nought, how but lately I 
heard tell of the return of Odysseus, that he is nigh at hand, 
and yet alive in the fat land of the men of Thesprotia, and 
is bringing with bim many choice treasures, as he begs 
through the land. But he has lost his dear companions and 
his hollow ship on the wine-dark sea, on his way from the isle 
7*hr)nada: for Zeus and Helios had a grudge against him, 
because bis company had stain the kine of Hehos, They for 
(heir part all perished in the wash of the sea, but the wave 
cast him on the keel of the ship out upon the coast, on the 
land of the Phaeacians that are near of kin to the gods, and 
they did him all honour heartily as unto a god, and gave him 
many gifts, and ihcmsclves would fain have sent him acath- 
Icss home. Yea and Odysseus would have been here long 
since, but he thought it more profiuble to gather wealth, as 
he joumeyed over wide lands ; so truly is Odysseus skilled in 
gainful arts above all men upon earth, nor may any mortal 
men contend with him. So Pbeidon king of the Theapro- 
ttans told me. Moreover he awar^ in mine own presence, as 
he poured the drink-offering in hvs house, that the ship wa8 
drawn down to the sea and his company were ready, who 
were 10 convey him to his own dear country. ■ Bat me he first 
sent off, for it chanced lliat a ship of the Thesprotians was on 
her way to DuKchium. a land rich in grain. And he showed 
me all the wealth that Odysseus ha^ gathered, yea it would 
suffice for his children after him, even to the tenth generation, 
so great were the treasures be had stored in the chambers of 
the king. As for him he had gone, he said, to Dodona to 
hear tlic counsel of Zeus, from the high leafy oak tree of the 



god, how he sboold return to his own dear country, having i 
tMw been long aSu, whether openly or b/ stesdth. ■ 

'In thb wise, aa I tell thee, he b safe and vifl come ^ 
shoitlj, and very near he is and will nol much longer be &i 
from his Crieods and his own country; yet withal I vrill gii'c 
tbee my oBib on it. Zeus be my witncsii first, of godg the 
highest and best, uid the beanh of noble Odysseus wberetmU) 
I am come, that all these things shall surely be accomplished 
even as I tell thee. In this same year Odysseus shall come 
hitber, as the old moon wanes and the new is born,' 

Then wise Penelope answered him : ' Ah I stranger woold I 
that this word may be accomplished. Soon shooldst Ihoa 
be aware of kindness and many a gift at my hajids, so 
that whoso met with thee would call thee blcs:>cd But on 
this wise my heart has a boding, and so it sliall be. Neither 
shall Odysseus come home oxij more, nor shalt thou gain an 
escoit hence, since there are not now such masters ui tbe 
bouse as Odysseus was among men, — if ever such an one 
there was, — to welcome guests revered and speed them on 
their way. But do yc, my handmaids, wash this man's feet 
and lay a bed for him, mattress and mantles and shining 
bl-mkets, thai well and warmly he may come to the lime of 
golden- throned Dawn. And very early in the morning bathe 
him and anoint him, thai within the houw beside Telemachus 
he may eat meat, sitting quietly in the halL And it shall be 
Uic woise for any hurtful man of the woocis. that vexes the 
stranger, yea be shall not henceforth pro&t himself here, for all 
his sore anger. For how shalt tliou learn concerning me, 
stranger, whether indeed I excel all women in wit and thrifty 
dn-icc, if all unkempt and evil ciad thou slttest at supper in 
my halls? Alan's life is brief enough I And if any be a h»rd , 
raan and hard at heart, all men cry evil on him for the lime i 
10 come, while yet he lives, and all men mock him when be 
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is dead. Bui if any be a blameless man and Ii!aiti*less of 
b^art, his guests noise his wide fime abroad, and 01211/ call 
him excellent* 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her and said: 
'O wife revered of Oilysseus, son of Laertes, mantles verily 
and shining blankets are hateful to me, since first I left be- 
hind me tlic snowy hills of Crete, voyaging in the long-oared 
galley; cay, I will lie as in time p,^3t I %('as used to rest 
through the sleepless rights, For full many a night I have 
l^n on an unsightly bed, and awaited the bright throned 
Dawn. And baths for the feet are no longer my delight, 
Dor shall any women of those who arc serving maidens in 
lliy house touch my fool, unless there chance to be some old 
wife, Inie of heart, one that has borne as much trouble as 
myself; I would not grudge such an one 10 touch my 
feel.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him; 'Dear stranger, for 
there has been none ever so discreet as thou, nor dearer, of 
all the strangers from afar thai have come to my house, so 
clearly thou speakest all things pi-udently ; i have snch on 
ancient woman of an understanding heart, that diligently 
nursed that hapless man my lord, and cherished him and 
look him in her arms, in the hour when his mother bare bira. 
She will wash thy feet, albeit she is weak with age, Uji now, 
wise Eurycleia, and wash this man, who is of like age wiih 
ihy master. Yea and perchance such even now are the feet 
of Odj'sscus, and such too his hands, for men quickly age In 
evil fortune.' 

So she spake, and the old woman covered her face with 
her hands and shiid warm tears, and spake a word of 
lamentation, saying : 

*Ah, woe is me, child, for thy sake, all helpless that I ami 
Surety Zeus hated thee above at! men, though thou jiitdsl 3 

t 



god-fearing splritl For norcr yet did any mortal barn 
Duny fat pieces of the thigh and so many cboice hecatombs 
to Zeu«, whnse joy is in the thunder, as fiiou didst give lo 
him, with pr^iyers that so thou mightest grow to a smooth old 
age and rear tliy renowned son. But now Trom thee alone 
balh Ztus wholly cut off the day of thy reluming. Hapfy 
at him too did the woraeo mock in a strange land a^, 
whensoever he came to the fomous palace of any lord, 
even as here these shameleEs ones all mock at tbee. To 
ghun their insults and many uunts it is that thou suffcien 
them not to vash thy feet, but the daughter of IcArius. wise 
Penelope, hath bidden me that am right willing to this taaL 
Wherefore I will wash thy feet, both for Peoelope's sake and 
for thine own, for that my heart within me is moved wish 
pity. But come, mark the word that [ shall speak. Many 
strangers travel-worn have ere now come hither, but I jay 
that I have never seen any so like anoll)cr, as thou art fte 
Odysseus, in fashion in voice and in feet.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: 
•Old wife, even so all men declare, that have beheld bs 
twain, that we favour each other exceedingly, even as thou 
dof.t mark and say." 

Thereupon the crone took ihc shining cauldron, which" ihe^ 
used for the washing of feet, and poured in much cold wattr 
and next mingled therewith the warm. Now Odyascua ist 
aloof from the hearth, and of a sudden be turned his face 
to the darkness, for anon he had a misgiving of heart test 
when she handled him she might know the scar again, anil 
all should be revealed. Now &he drew near her lord lo wash 
him, and etraightway she knew the scar of the wound, tbil 
the boar had dealt him with his wliiie tusk long ago, when 
Odysseus went to P^massus to see Autolycus, and the sods of 

* Reading t^ 



AutoIycuB, his molher's noble father, who outdid all men in 
lhiev«ry and skill in swearing. This skill was the gift of the 
god bimseif, even Hermes, for that he bumed to him th« well- 
pleaiing sacrifice of the thighs of lambs and kids ; wherefore 
Hermes abetted him gladly. Now Aulolycaa once had gone 
to the rich land of Itliaca, and found his daughter's son a cliild 
new-born, and when he was making an end of SUppcr, behold, 
Eurydeia set the babe on his knees, and spake and hailed 
him : ' Auiolycus find now a name thyself to give thy child's 
own son ; for lo, he is a child of many prayers,' 

Then Autolycus made answer and spake: 'My daughter 
and my daughter's lord, give yc him whatsoever name 1 
tell you. For, behold, I am come hither in great wrath 
against many a one, both m^n and woman, over the fruitful 
earth, wherefore let ihe child's name be "a man of wrath," 
Odysseus. But when the child reaches iiis full growth, and 
cotnes to the great house of his mother's kin at Parnassus, 
whereby are my possessions, I will give him a gift out of 
these and send him on his way rejoicing.' 

Therefore it was that Odysseus went lo recave the 
splendid gifts. And Autolycus and the sons of Autolycus 
grasped his bands and greeted him with gentle words, and 
Arophttbea, bis mother's mother, cast her arms about him 
and kissed his face and his beiuiiful eyes. Then Autolycus 
caDed to his renowned sons to gel ready the meal, and liiey 
hearkened to the call. So presendy ihey led in a five-year^ 
old bull, which they flayed and busily prepared, and cut up 
all the limbs and dchly chopped them Email, and pierced ihem 
wilh spits and roasted them cunningly, dividing- the messes. 
So for that livelong day ihey feasted till the going down of 
the sun, and iheir soul lacked not ought of the fqual 
bat>quct But when the sun sank and darkness earn? on, 
then ihey laid them to rest and took llic boon of sleep. 

V a 



SH 



ODYSSEY XIX, 428-459. 



Now so soon u eariy Dawn slione forth, the rosy-fingereA 
tbey all went foitb to Ibe chase, the houiiils and lite sons of 
Autol^cui, mtl with them went the goodly Odysseus. So 
they fared up the steep hill of vood-dad Parnassus, itid 
quickly ihcy came to the windy hollows. Now the sun vu 
but Just striking on tlie fields, and was come Totth from the 
soft nowing stream of deep Oceanus. Then the heUea 
reached a glade of the woodland, and before them weo! 
the hounds tracking a scent, but behind came ibc sons o( 
AutoIycuR, and among them goodly Odysseus followed dote 
on the bounds, swaying a long spear. Tbereb/ in a lUct 
lair V8S a great boar lying, and through the coppice ibe 
force of the wet winds blew never, neiilier did the bi^ 
sun light OD it with his rays, nor could the rain pieroc 
through, SO thick it was, and of fallen leaves there wu greti 
plenty therein. Then the noiiw of the men's feet and tltt 
dogs' came upon tlie boar, as they pressed on ut th 
chase, and forth from his lair he sprang towards them wii 
his back bristled up aud fire shining in his eyes, aod stood I 
at bay before them a.lL Then Odysseus was the &ru to md 
in, holding his »pear alofl in his strong band, most kcot 
to smile; but the boar was too quick iot him and atnci 
him above tiie knee, ripping through much Besh with kii 
tusk as he charged sideways, bul he reached not to the bone 
of the man. Then Odysseus aimed well and smote tiim €■ 
his right shoulder, so th^i the point of the bright spear went 
dean through, and the boar rell in th« dust with a cry, tad 
his life passed from him. Then the dear sons of Aato^cu 
began to busy them with the cwcase, and as for the woand 
of the noble godlike Odysseus, they bound it up skilfully, and 
stayed die black blood with a song of healing, and straiglit 
way returned to the house of their dear father. Then Anlo- 
tycua and the sous of Autolycus col him well heakdofbts 
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wound, iLDd gave blm splendid gifts, and quickly sent him 
with all love to Ilhaca, gladly speeditig a g-Iad guest. There 
tus father and lady mother were glad of his reluming, and 
asked him of all his adventures, and of his wound how he 
came by it, and duly he told them all, namely, how the boar 
gashed him with his white tusk in the chase, when he had 
gone to Farnassus with the sons of Autolycus. 

Now the old woman took iha scarred limb and passed her 
hands down it, and knew it by the touch and let the fool 
drop suddenly, so that the knee fell into the bath, and the 
brazen vessel rang, being turned over on the other side, and 
behold, the water was spilled on the ground. Then grief 
and joy carae on her in one moment, and both her eyes filled 
up with tears, and the voice of her utterance was stayed, and 
touching the chin of Odysseus she spake to him, saying: 

' Yea verily, ihou art Odjsseus, my dear child, and I knew 
thee not before, till I had handled all the body of my lord.' 

Therewithal she looked towards Penelope, as minded to 
make a &ign that her husband was now home. But Penelope 
could not meet hei eyes nor take note of her, for Athene 
had hcnt her thoughts to other things. But Odysseus feeling 
for the old woman's throat seized it with his right hand and 
with the other drew her closer to him and spake saying; 

•Woman, why wouldcst thou indeed destroy me? It 
was thou that didet nurse me tliere at thine own breast, 
and now after travail and much pain I am come in the 
twentieth year to mine own counuy. But since ihou art 
ware of me, and the god has put this in thy heart, be sllen^ 

: another learn the matter in the halls. For on this wise I 

'^ffll declare it, and it shall surely be accomplished: — if the 

gods subdue the loidly wooers unto me, I will not hold my 

hand from thee, my nurse though thou art, when I slay the 

other handmaids in my halls.' 
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Then wise Eurycleia answered, saying : ' My child, -whu 
word bath escaped the door of thy lips ? Tbou knowcsl how 
firm is my spirit and unyielding', and I wiU keep me close u 
hard stone or iron. Y«t another thing will I tell thee, and 
do thou ponder it in thine licait. If the gods subdtie the 
lordly wooers to thy hand, then wit! I tell thee all the tale of 
the svomcn in the halls, which of them dishonour tboc and 
which be guiltless.' ■ 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her s&yii^: >■ 
' Nurse, wherefore I pray ihce wilt thou speak of these \ 
Thou needc« not, for ever I myself will mark them well and 
take knowledge of each Nay, do thou keep thy nying w 
thyself, and leave the re&t to the gods.' 

Even so he spake, and the old woman passed forlb liOiB 
the hall to bring water for his feet, for that first water was all 
spilled. So when she had washed him and anointed him 
well with olive-oil. Odysseus again drew up his settle ncani 
to the fire to warm himself, and covered up the scar with bii 
n^. Then the wise Penelope spake first, saying: 

' Stranger, there is yet a little thing I will make bold to askj 
Ihee, for soon will it be the hour for pleasant rest, for himon 
whomsoever sweet sleep falls, though he be heavy with care. 
But to me his the god given sorrow, yea sorrow measureless, 
for all the day I have my (ill of wailing and lamenting, as I 
look to mine own housewiferies and to the tasks of the 
maidens in the house. But when night comes and sleep 
takes hohl of all, 1 lie on my couchj and shrewd cares, thick 
thronging about my inmost henrt, disquiet me tn my sorrow- 
ing. Even as when the tkughicr of Pandatcus, the brown 
bright nightingale, sings sweet in the fitst season of the 
spring, from her place in the thick leafage of the trees, and 
with many a turn and trill she pours forth her fuU-v'oiced 
music bewailing her child, dear Itylus, whom on a time she 



slew with the sword unwitting, Itylus the son of Zethus the 
prince; even as her song, my troubled soul sways to and fro. 
Shall i abide with my son, and keep all secure, all the things 
of my getting, my thralls and great high-roofed home, having 
respect unto the bed of my lord and (he voice of the people, 
or even now follow with the best of the Achaeans that woos 
me in the halls, and gives a bride-price beyond reckoning? 
Now my son, so long as he was s. child and light of heart, 
would not suffer me to marry and leave the house of my 
husbitnd ; but now that he is great of growth, and is come to 
the full measure of manhood, even now he prays me w go 
back again from these halls, being vexed for his possessions 
that the Achaeans devour before his eyes. But come now, 
hear a dream of mine and tell me the interpretation thereof. 
Twenty geese I hive in the house, that eat wheat out of the 
water-trough, and it gladileiis nie lo look on them. Now 
i great eagle of crooked beak came forth from the mountain, 
and brake alt their necks and &lew them ; and they lay 
strewn in a heap in the hails, while he was borne aloft 
to the bright aii. Thereon I wept and wailed, in a dream 
though it was, and around mc were gathered the fair-tressed 
Achaean women as I made piteous lament, for tliat the eagle 
had elain my geese. But he came back and sat him down 
on a jutting point of the roof-beam, and with the voice of 
a man he spake, and stayed my weeping i 

■ " Take heart, O daughter of renowned Icarius ; this is 
no dream but a true vision, that shall be accomplished for 
thee. The gecsc arc the wooers, and I that before was the 
eagle am now thy husband come again, who will let slip 
unsightly death upon all the wooers." With that word sweet 
slumber let me go, and 1 loolted about, and beheld the geese 
in the court devouring the wheat hy the trough, where ihey 
bad been heroic.' 



Then 0(1>'sscuA of many cxiunsds answered her and said: 
' Lady, none may turn aside the dr»in to interpret it other- 
wise, seeing iJiat Ody»eus himself i$ showing thee how be 
will FalGI it For the wooers destruction is cleftrlj' boded, for 
all oikI ever; one ; not a man shall avoid death and the fates.' 

Then wise Penelope answered Wm : • Stranger, verily 
dreams are hard, and hard to be discemed ; nor are all 
things Ihecein fulfilled for men. Twain ore the gates of sha- 
dowy dreanit, the one is fashioned of hom and one of ivory. 
Sncb dreams as pass through the portals of sawn ivory 
are deceiiful, and bear tidings that arc unfulfilled. But the 
dreams that come forth through the gates of polished bora 
brinfc a true issue, who&oevcr of mortals beholds them. Yet 
mcthinks my strange dream came not thence; of a. tnilb 
that would be most welcome to me and to my son. But 
another thing will I tell thee, and do thou ponder it in thy 
heart. I/), even now draws nigh the morn of evil iudm, 
that is to sever me from the house of Odysseus, for nov 
I am about to ordain for a trial those axes that he was 
wont to set up in his hails, like the stays of oak in ship- 
building, twelve in all, and he would stand far apart and shoot 
his arrow through them alP*. And now I will offer this 
contest to the wooers; whoso shall most easily string the 
bow in his hands, and shoot through all twelve axes, with 
him will I go and forsake this house, this house of my wed- 
lock, so fair and filled with all livelihood, which methinka 
1 shall yet remember, aye, in a dream,' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her and said: 
' Wife revered of Odysseus son of Laertes, no bnger delay 
this contest in thy hails ; for, lo, Odysseus of many counsels 
will be here, before these men, for all their handling of the 
polished bow, shall have strung it, and shot the arrow through 
the iron.' 



Then ihe ■wise Penelope answered him : ' Stranger, if only 
thou Tvert willing slill to sit beside me in the halls and to 
delight me, not upon my eyelids would sleep be shed. But 
men may in no wise abide sleepless ever, for die immortals 
have made a time for all things for mortals on the earth, the 
graingiver. Howbeit ZwilL go aloft to my upper chamber, 
and lay me on my bed, the place of my groanings, that is 
ever watered by my tears, since the day that Odysseus went 
to see that evil llios, never to be named. There will I lay 
me down, but do ihou lie in this house; either strew thee 
somewhat on the floor, or let them lay bedding for thee.' 

Thcriiwith she ascended to her shining upper chamber, 
not alone, for with her lilcewise went her handmaids. So she 
went aloft to her upper chamber with the women her hand* 
maids, and there was bewailing Odysseus, her dear lord, liU 
grey-eyed Athene cast sweet sleep Lpon her eyelids, 
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Pall^ And Odftseat comMlt of ihe killing of tb« vroMn. 



Nov the gooilly OdysseDS laid him dovra to sleep in ih.< 
outer gallery of the bouse. He spread an undressed bull') 
hide on the ground and above it many fleeces of sheep, thit 
tlift Achaeans were wont to slay in sacriiiee, and Eurynome 
threw a tnanlle over htm where he lay. There Odysseus Uf 
waVcrul, with evil thoughts against the wooers in his heart 
And the women tlwy came forth from the house, that afore- 
time were wont to lie with the wooerG, making laughter and 
mirth among ihcmselvcs. Then ihe heait of Odysseus was 
stirred within his breast, and much he commuaed with hb 
mind and soul, whether he should leap forth upon them and 
deal death to each, or suffer them to lie with the proud 
wooers, now for the last and latest time. And his heart 
growled sullenly within hun. And even as a bitch paces 
round her tender whelps growling, when she spies a man she 
knows not, and she is eager to assail him, so growled his heart 
within him in his wrath at their evil deeds. Then he smote 
upon his hieast and rebuked his own heart, saying : 

'Endure, my heart; yea, a baser thing thou once didst bear, 
on that d;iy when the Cyclops, unrestrained in fury, devoured 
the mighty men of my company ; but stil! thou didst endure 
dll (hy crafl found a way for thee forth from out the cave, 
whcR- ihou ihoughtest to die.' 

So sp*<ike he, chiding his own epirit within htm, and his 



he&it Teril; abode 8tea<ifast io obedience to his vocd. But 
Odygseus liimself lay tossing this Vf3.y and tha^ And as 
when a man by a great fire burning takes a paunch full 
of fat ajid blood, and turns it this way and that and longs 
to have it roasted most speedily, so Odysseus tossed from 
side to side, musing how he might stretch forth his hands 
upon the shameless wooers, being but one man against go 
many. Then down from heaven came Athene and drew 
nigh him. fashioned in the likeness of a woman. And she 
stood over his head and spake to him, saying: 

* Lo now again, wherefore art ihou watching, most luck- 
less of all men living? Is not this thy house and is not 
thy wife there within and thy child, such a son as men «ifih 
to have for their own I ' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: 
' Yea, goddess, all this thou bast spoken as is meet. But 
my heart within me muses in some measure upon this, how 
I may stretch forth my hands upon the shameless wooers, 
being but one man, while they abide ever in their com- 
panies within. Moreover this olher and harder matter 1 
ponder in my heart: even if I were to sky ihem by thy 
will and the will of Zeus, whither should I flee from the 
avengers ? Look well to this, I pray thee.' 

Then answered the goddess, grey-eyed Athene; *Ohard 
of belief I yea, many (here be that trust even in a weaker 
friend than I am, in one that is a mortal and knows not such 
crail as mine; but I am a god, that preserve thee to the end, 
in all manner of toils. And nowl will tell thee plainly; even 
should fifty companies of mortal men compass us about 
eager to slay us in battle, even their kine shouldlst Cbou drive 
off and their brave tlocks. But let sleep in turn come over 
tbee ; to wake and to watch all night, this too is vexation of 
Bpirit ; and soon shalt thou rise from out of thy troubles.' 



So 8he spake and poured slumber upon his eyeUds, bol 
fof her part ihe fair gxjddess went back to Olympus. 

While &Ictp laid bold of bin) looKning Ibc car«s o( his 
soul, sleep that loosens the limbs of men, bis good vrk 
awoke and wept as sh« sat od her sod bed. But when the 
bad uken h«r fill of weeping, to Artemis first ibc fair liij 
made her prayer : 

* Artemis, ladj and goddess, daughter of Zeus, would that 
ev«n now tlioa wooldst plant thy shaft wiiliin my foreasl and 
lake my life away, even In this hour 1 Or else, would thil 
ihe stormwind might snatch me up, and bear me heoce dowa 
the dusky ways, and ca&t mc forth where the back^flovrin; 
Oceanus mingles with the sea. It should be even as when the 
stoimwinds bare away the daughters of Pandareus. Their 
&lher and their moth«r Ihe gods bad stain, and the nuudens 
were left orphans in Uie balls, and fair Aphrodite cherished 
ihem with curds and sweet honey and delicious nine. And 
Mere gave ihcm beamy and wisdom beyond ihc lot or women, 
and holy Artcmia dowetcd than wilh stature, and Athene 
taught them skill in all famous handiwork. Now while &ir 
.Aphrodite was wending to high Olympus, to pray that a gbd 
marriage might be accomplished for the maidens, — and to 
Zeus siic went whose joy is in the thunder, for be kiwws all 
things well, what ihc fetes give and deny to mortal men— 
in the meanwhile the spirits of the storm snatched away 
these maidens, and gave tbem to be handmaids to the liateful 
Krinyes. Would that in such wise tliey that hold ifao man- 
sions of Olympus would take me from the sight of men, or 
that fair-trcsscd Artemis would strike me, that so with a vision 
of Odysseus before mine eyes I might even pass beneath 
the dreadful earth, nor ever make a baser man's delight I 
But herein is an evil diat may well be borne, namely, when 
a man weeps all Uie day long in great soiiow of heart, but 



sleep takes him in the night, for sleep makes him forgetful of 
all tilings, of good and evi!, when once it has overshadowed 
his eyelids. But ^s for me, even the dreams that the gods send 
upon me are evil. For furiheimore, this very nig'hi one 
seemed to lie by my side, in the likeness of my lord, as he 
was when he went with the host, and then was my hean 
glad, since methought it was no vain dream hut a clear 
vision at the last.' 

So she spake, and anon came the golden throned Dawn. 
Now goodly Odysseus caught the voice of her weeping, and 
(hen he fell a musing, and it seemed to him that even now 
she knew him and was standing by his head. So he took 
up the mantle and the fleeces whereon he was lying, and set 
them on a high seal in the hall, nnd bare out the bull's hide 
out oF doors anc* laid it there, and lifting up his hands he 
prayed to Zeus: 

'Father Zeus, if ye gods of your good will have led me 
over wet and dry, to mine own cmintry, after ye had plagued 
mc sore, let some one I pray of the folk that are waking 
show me a word of good omen within, and without let some 
other sign be revealed to me from Zeus.' 

So he spake in prayer, and Zeus, the counsellor, heard 
him. Straightway he thundered from shining Olympus, from 
on high from the place of clouds; and goodly Odysseus 
was glad. Moreover a woman, a grinder at the mill, uttered 
a voice of omen from within the house hard by, wbere stood 
the mills of the shepherd of the people. At these handmills 
twelve women in all were wont to bestir themselves, making 
meal of barley and of wheat, the marrow of men. Now a.11 
the others were asleep, for they had ground out their task of 
grain, but this one alone rested not yet, being the weakest of 
all. She now stayed her quern and spake a word, a sign to 
her lord : 



* Father Zetis. who rolest owr gods and men, loodly batl 
fhou thundered rrom the surry sky, }-ct nowhere is tbae a 
cloud to be scca : this surety is a poitcnC tbou art showing to 
»ome mortal Fulfil now, I pray thee, <ven to miserable ae, 
the word that I shall speait. Xay the uooent, on this Aaj, 
for the last and latest time make their sweet reacting in the 
Iialls of Odysseus I They that h»ve loosened my knees wiiK 
true] toil to grind their barley meal, may they now sup their 
lastl' 

Thus she spake, and good\y Odj'Sseug vas glad in the 
omen of the voice and in the tlninder of Zeus ; for he 
ibougfal that he bad ji^ottcn his vengeance on the guiltjr. 

Now the other maidens in the fair halls of Od3r5Scu5 bad 
gtlhered, and were kindUng on Uie hearth tlie never-resting 
ftn. And Telemachus rose from his bed, a godlike man, 
and put on his raiment, and slung a sharp sword about 
his shoulders, and beneall] his shining feet he bound bis 
goodly sandals. And he caught up his mighty spear shod ' 
with sharp bronze, and went and stood by the threshold, and 
^ake to Ettrycleta: 

'Dear nurse, have ye honoured onr guest in the house 
with food and couch, or does he lie uncared ibr, as be may? 
For this is my mother's way, wise as she is : blindly Aic 
bonours one of mortal men, even the worse, but the better 
she sends without honour away.' 

Then the prudent Eurycleia answered; 'Nay, my child, 
thou shouldst not now blame her where no blame Is. For 
the stranger sat and drank wine, so long as be would, 
and of food he said he was no longer Sin, for thy mother 
asked him. Moreover, against tJie hour when be shotUd 
bethink him of rest and sleep, she bade the maidens strew 
for him a bed. But he, as one utterly wretched and ill-fated, 
rcfiised to lie on a couch and under blankets, but on an 
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undressed bide and on the Seec«s of sheep he slept in the 
outer gallery, and vre cast a manlle over him.* 

So she spake, and Teleniachus pa'ised out through tlie 
ball with his lance in his hand, and two Heel dogs hare him 
ccHnpanjr. He went on hia way to the assembly- place to join 
the goodly-greaved Achseans. But the good lady JEurycleia, 
daughter of Ops son of Peisenor, called aloud to her 
maidens : 

'Come hidier, let some of you go busily and sweep tlie 
hall, and spiinkle il, and on the fair- fashioned seats throw 
puiple coverlets, and others with sponges wipe all the tables 
clean, and cleanse the mixing bowls and well-wrought double 
beakers, and olhers again go for water to the well, and reluin 
witl) it right speedily. For the wooers will not long be out 
or the hall but will return very early, for it is a feast day, 
ycji for all the people,' 

So she spake, and they all gave ready ear and hearkened. 
Twenty of them went to the well of dark water, and the 
Others there in the halls were busy with skilful hands. 

Then in came the serving-men of the Achaeans, Thereon 
ihcy cleft the faggots well and cunningly, while, behold, the 
women came back from the well. Then the swineherd 
joined them leading three fatted boars, the best in all the 
flock. These he left to feed at large in the feir courtSt but 
aa for him he spalie to Odysseus gently, saying: 

'Tell me, stranger, do the Achacans at all look on thee 
with more legatd, or do they dishonour thee in the halls, as 
beretoforef ' 

Tlien Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 

'Oh, that the gods, Eumaeus, may avenge the scorn where- 
with these men deal insolently, and devise infatuate deeds in 
another's house, and know no touch of shame 1" 

On such wise they spake one to another. And Melanthius 




drew mar ih«ra, the goaihcid, leading the goals Ihat were 
most «xccllciil in all the herds to be a dinner for the vowre, 
and (wo (hepherda bare him company. So he tethered tbc 
goAU beneath the echoing gallery, and himself spoke M 
Odysseus and taunted him, sajing : 

* Stranger, will thou still be a phguc lo us here in ihe 
hall, with ihy begging of men, and wilt not get thee gone! 
In no wise do I think wc twab will be sundered, till wc lasic 
each th« other's fists, for thjr begging is out of all ord«. 
Also there are eUewbere other feasts ol the Achaeans.' 

So he spake, but Odysseus of many counsels answered Urn 
not a word, but in silence he shook his head, brooding evi 
In the deep of his heart 

Moreover a third man came up, Philoetins, a master of 
men, lending a barren heifer for the wooers and failed goals. 
Now fenymcn had brought them over from the mainland, 
boatmen who send even other folks on iheir way, whosoever 
comes to thcra. The cattle he tethered carefully beneath 
the echoing gallery, and himself drew close to the swine- 
herd, and began to question him : 

' Swineherd, who is iliis stranger but newly come to our 
house? From what men does he claim his birth? Where are 
his kin and his native fields? Hapless is lie, yet in fashion 
be is like a royal lord ; but the gods mar ihe goodliness od 
wandering men, when even for kings they have woven the 
web of trouble.* 

So he spake, and came close lo him offering his rig^ 
hand in welcome, and uttering bis voice sjiakc to him 
winged words: 

•Father and stranger, hail ! may happiness tw thine in the 
(Ime to come ; but as now, thou an fast holden in many 
sorrows ! Father Z«us, none other god is more baneftil than 
thou ; thou hast no compasnon on men, lliat are of thine 
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own begetting, but makeat them to have fellowship with evil 
and with bitler pains. The sw^at brjke out on me whsn I 
beheld him, and mine c/es stand fitll of tears for memory of 
Odysseus, for he too, methinlcs, is clad in such vile raiment as 
this, aad is wandering among men, if haply be yet lives and 
sees the sunlight. But if he be deid already and in the 
house of Hades, then woe is me for the noble Odysseus, who 
set me ov» his canle while I was but a lad in the land oflhe 
Cephillenians. And now these wax numberless; in no better 
wise could the breed of broid-browed cattle of any mortal 
increase, even as the cars of corn. But strangers command 
me to be ever driving these for themselves to devour, and 
they care nolhing for the heir in the house, nor tremble at 
the vengeance of the gods, for they are eag^er even now to 
divide among themselves the possessions of our lord who is 
long afar. Now my heart wilhia my breast often revolves 
this thing. Truly tt were an evil deed, while a son of the 
master is yet alive, to get me away to the land of strangers, 
and go off, with cattle and all, to alien men. But this is more 
grievous still, to abide here in affliction watching over the 
herds of other men. Yea, long ago I would have fled and 
gone forth to some other of the proud kings, for things are 
now past sufferance; but still my thought is of that hap- 
less one, if he might come I know not whence, and make a 
Katlcring of the wooers tn the halls.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 
' Neatherd, seeing thou art not like to an evil man or a 
foolish, and of myself I mark how that thou ha&t gotten 
understanding of heart, therefore I will tell ihee somewhat, 
and swear a great oalh to conlinn it. Be Zeus now my 
wioiesa before any god, and the hospitable board and the 
hearth of noble Odysaeus, whercunto I am come, that while 
thou an Mill in this place Oilysseus shall come home, and 




thou stiAlt see wilh thine eyes, if lliou wilt, the slaj^ng of ihe 
wooers vrho lord it here.* 

Then the neatherd miute answer, saying : 

•Ah, wouki, Btranger, that Cronion may accomplish this 
vord I So shouldst thou know what my mi j;ht is, and bow 
my hands follow to obey.' 

In like manner Eamaeus pnLy«d to «]) the godSj that wiK 
[ Odjsseus might return to his own home. 

On snch wise they spake one to the other, but the wooers 
at lha.t time were Traming death and doom Tor TelemachuE 
Zven so there came by thcra a bird on their lell. an caj;le 
of lofty night, with a covering: dov« in bis clutch. Then 
Amphinomus maile harangue and spnke amonjf them : 

' Friends, this counsel of ours will not go well, namely, the 
staying ofTelcmnchus; rather let us bethink us of the fciist' 

So spake Amphinomus, and his saying pleased them well. 
They passed into the halls of godlike Odysseus and laid by 
their mantleR on the chairs and high seats, and sacriGceid 
great sheep and stout goats and the fatUng« of the boars and 
the heifer of the herd ; then ihcy roasted the entrails and 
served dicm round and mixed wine in the bowl, aitd the 
swineherd set a cup by each man. And Philoetius, a master 
of men, handed them wheaten bread in beaniiful baskets, 
and Melanthius poured oat the wine. So they put forth 
their hands on the goad cheer set before them. 

Now Telemachus, in his crafty purpose, made Odysseus 
to sit down within the stablished hall by the threshold of 
stone, and placed for him a mean settle and a little table. 
He set by him his mess of the entrails, and poured wine into 
a golden cup and spike to him, saying ; 

' There, sit Ihec down, drinking thy wine among the lords, 
and the taunts and buffets of all the wooers I myself will 
ward oS from thee, for this is no house of public resort, 



i 



but the vsry house of Odj-sseus, and for me he von it. 
But, ye woo<!rs, refrain your minds from rebukes and your 
hards from buff'c-ts, thai no strife and feud may arise.' 

So he Baidi und they all bit their lips and marvelled at 
Telemadhus, in that he spake boldly. Then Antinous, son 
of Eupeithes, spake among them, saying ; 

•Hard though the word be, let iis accept it, Achaeana, even 
the word of Telemachus. though mightily he threatens us 
in his speech, For Zeus Cronton halh hindered us of nur 
purpoEe, elae would we have silenced him in our tialls, shrill 
orator ae he is.' 

So spake Antinous, hut Ttlemaehns took no heed of his 
words. Now the henchmen were leading through the town 
(lie holy hecatomb of the gods, and lo, the long-hiired 
Achaeana were gathered beneath iTie shady grove of Apollo, 
the prince of archery. 

Now when they had roasted the out«r flesh and drawn 
it off the spits, they divided the messes and shared the glo- 
rious feasL And beside Odysseus they that waited set an 
«qnal share, the same as that which fell lo themselves, 
for so Telemachus commanded, the dear son of divine 
Odysseus. 

Now Athene would in nowise suffer the lordly wooers to 
fihstain from biting scorn, that the pain might sink yet the 
deeper into the heart of Odysseus, son of Laertes, There 
was among the wooers a man of a lawless heart, Ctesippus 
was his name, and in Same was his home, who trusting, 
forsooth, to his vast possessions, was wooing the wife of 
Odysseus the lord long afar. And now he spake among 
the proud wooers: 

' Hear me, ye lordly wooers, and I will say somewhat. 
The stranger verily has long liad his due portion, as is meet, 
an equal share ; for it is not fair nor just to rob the guests 
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of Teleoui^iis of their ligbt, wboeoevei tfa«7 ma. 
come to tbis house. Go to then, I also will bestow on him 
ft stranger's gift, that he in turn may give a present either 
to the baih-woman, or to my otbcr of ibe tfaraUs within the 
hone of godlike Odysseos.* fl 

Tbercwith he caoght ap an ox's foot from the dish, whne ™ 
it lay, and hurled it with strong hand. But Odysseos lighci^ 
tvcHded it with a turn of his bead, and smiled rigbt grimlji 
in his bean, and the ox's foot smote the well-builded waL.] 
Then Tclcmachus rebuked Oeaippus, saying : 

' Verily. Clesippus.it has turned out happier for thy heart's 
pleasure as it is ! Thou didst not smite the stranger, for he 
himself avoided that which was cast at him, else surely would 
I have struck tliee through the midst with the sharp spear, 
and in pbce of wedding banquet thy father would have bod 
to busy Mm about a funeral feast in diis place. Wlicrcfore 
let no man make show of unseemly deeds in this my home, 
for now I have undocstanding lo discern both good and 
evil, but in time past I was yet a child. But as needs we 
must, we still endure to sec these deeds, while sheep are 
slaughtered and wine drunken and bread devoured, for hard 
it is for one man to restrain many. But come, no lancet 
work me harm out of an evil heart ; but if ye be set on 
slaying me, even me, with the sword, even that would I 
rather endure, and far better would it be to die than to wit- 
ness for ever these unseemly deeds — strangers shamefiiU)' 
entreated, and men haling the handmaidens in foul 
through the fair house.' 

So he Kpake, and they were all hushed in silence, 
late and ai last spake among them Apelaus, son of Damastor : 

' Friends, when a righteous word has been spoken, none 
surely would rebuke another with flard speech and be angry. 
Misuse ye not this stranger, uoi any of the thiatls that are 
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in the house of godlike Odysseus. But to Teleroachus 
himself I would speak a soft word and lo his mother, if 
perchance it may Rnd favour with the tnind of those twain. 
So long as your heins wilhin you had hope of Uie wise 
Ody$s«us returning to his own house, so long none could 
be wroth that ye wailed and held back the wooers in the halls, 
for belter had it bten if Odysseus had returned and come 
back to hiB own home. But now the event is pl^n, that he 
4rU return no more. Go then, sit by thy mother and tell 
'l»r all, namely, that slie must wed the best man that wooes 
her, and whoso gives most gifts; so shalt thou with gladness 
live on the heritage of thy father, eating and drinking, while 
she cares for another's house.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered, and said: 'Nay by 
Zeus, Agelaus, and by the griefs of my father, who far away 
methinks from Ithaca has perished or goes wandering, in 
nowise do I delay my mother's marriage; nay, 1 bid her be 
manied to what man she will, and withal I offer gifts without 
niunber. Bui I do indeed feel shame lo drive her forth from 
the hali, despite her will, by a word of compulsion; God 
forbid that ever this should be.' 

So spake Telemachus, but among the wooers Pallas 
Athene roused laughter unquenchable, and drave their wits 
wandering. And now they were laughing with alien lips, 
and blood-bedabbled was the flesh they ate, and their eyes 
were filled with tears and theit soul was fain of lamentation. 
Then the godlike Theoclymenus spake among them: 

* Ah, wretched men, what woe is this ye suffer ? Shrouded 
in night are your heads and your faces and your knees, and 
kindled is the voice of wailing, and all cheeks are wet with 
tears, and the walls and the fair main-beams of the roof 
are sprinkled with blood". And the porch is full, and full 
Is the court, of ghosts Uiat hasten hellwards beneath the 




gloom, and the sun has pensbcd out of faeavcn, and an ct3 
mist has overspread tb« world.' 

So spalco he, and they oU laughed sweetly at him. TSen 
Eurj-maclius, son of Polvbus, began 10 speak to ihem, saying : 

' The guest that b newly come from a strange land is 
hetoiAe himself. Quick, yc young men, and convey him 
forth out of doorg, that he may go to the place of the 
gathering, since liere he finds il dark as night.' 

Then godlike Theocl>'raenus answered him : ' Enrymachas, 
in nowise do I seek guides of tbce to send me on my v-ay. 
Kycsh&ve I, and carB, and both my feet, and a stable mind 
in ray breast of no mean fashioning. With these I will go 
forth, for I see evil coming on you, which not one man of 
the wooers may avoid or shun, of all you who in the house 
of divine Odysseus deal insolently wilh men and derise 
infatuate dce(b.* 

Thcfcwilh he went fortli from out the fair-lying halls, and 
came to Feiraeus who received him gladly. Then all the 
wooers, looking one at the other, provoked Telemachus to I 
anger, laughing at his guests. And thus some one of titt 
haughty youths would speak : 

'Telcmaclius. no man is more luckless than thou in htJ, 
guests, seeing thou keepesl such a filthy wanderer, whosocverj 
he be, always longing for bread and wine, and skilled in m 
peaceful work nor any deed of war, but a mere burden oF 
the earth. And this other fellow again must stand up to 
play the sccrl Nay, but if thou wouldcsi listen to me, much 
better it were. Let us cast these strangers on board t 
benched ship, and send them to the Sicilians, whence tbef 
would fetch thee iheir price*.' 

* Reading dA^HOiv, w!iic)i Is a correction. Ot fcceping the MSS. A^m, 
■ anJ ihls tliDtJd Liiiii; thcv in a goi>dly price,* ih-e subject lo tx^ tKia$, 
[itoWXAj, tJu Jjii. whicL U sugguud by die contui. 



So spake the wtjocrs, but he heeded rot iheir words ; 
in nlence he looked towards his father, expecting evermore 
the hour when h€ should stretch foith his hands upon the 
shameless wooers. 

Now the daughter of Icaiius, wise Penelope, had set her 
fair chair over against them, and heard the words of eachone 
of the men in the halls. For in the midst of laughter they 
had got ready the midday meal, a sweet meal and abundant, 
for they had sacrificed many caltle. But never could there 
be a banquet less gracious than that supper, sueh an one 
as the goddess and the brave man were soon to spread for 
thena ; for thai lhe>' had begun ihe devices of shame. 



BOOK XX!. 



Fanelope brlneelli fortb iMt ImtNUDd't bou, whkb tbe sidton eooU hm 
IwMl. bui wv beni by Odjueoa. 

No* ihc goddess, grey-eyed Aihcnc, put it into ibc heart 
of the (laughter of Icarius, vht Penelope, to set tbe bow 
and ihe axes of grey iron, for the wooers in the halli of 
0(l>'89ett9, to be the wmpons of the contest, and the begin- 
ning of death. So she climbed the tall suircas« of h« 
chamber, and look the wcll-bent key in her strong hand, a 
goodly key of bronze, whereon was ;i handle of ivory. And 
she betook lier, ^-ith her handmaidens, to the treasure- 
chamber in the utiermosl part of the house, where lay the 
treasures of her lord, bronze and gold and well-wrought iron. 
And there lay the back-bent bow and ihc quiver for the 
arrows, and many shafts were therein, winged Tor death, 
gifts of a friend of Odysscue, that met with him in Lacc- 
dacmon, Ipliitus son of Euryius, a man like to the godi 
Tliese twain fell in wiih one another in Messene, in ihe 
bouse of ftisc Orlilocbiis. Now Odysseus had gone thjibct 
to recover somewhat Oiat was o*ing to him from all the 
people, for the men of Mcssenc had lifted three hundred 
glieep in benched ships from out of Iihacfl, with the shep* 
herds of the flock. In quest of these it was that Odysseos 
went on a far embassy, being yet a lad ; for his father and 
the otlier elders sent him forth. Moreover, Iphltus came 
thither in bis search for twelve brood mares, which he had 
lost, with sturdy mules at the teat These same it was thu 
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brought him death and destiny in the latter end, wben he 
came to the child of Zeus, hardy of heart, the man Heracles, 
that had knowk-dge of great BdventureB. who smote Tphitus 
though his guest in his house, in his frowardness, and 
had no regard for the vengeance o( the gods, nor for the 
table w)tich he spread before him. For after the meal he 
slew him, hia g«est though he was, and kept for himself in 
the halls the horses strong of hoof. After these was Iphilus 
asking, when he met with Odysseus, and he gave him the 
bow, nbich of old great Eurytus bare and had left at hia 
death to his son in his lofty house. And Oilysseus gave 
Iphitus a sharp sword anil a mighcy spear, for the beginning 
of a loving friendship; but never had they acquaintance one 
of another at the board ; ere that might be, the son of Zeus 
slew Iphitus son of Euryius, a man like to the imraortala, the 
same that gave Odysseus the bow. But goodly Odysseus 
would never take it with him on [he black ships, as he went 
to the wars, but the bow was laid by at home in the haUs as 
% memorial of a dear g^uest, and he carried it on his own 
land. 

Now when the fair lady had come even to the treasure- 
Chamber, and had stepc upon the threshold of oak, which the 
carpenter had on a time planed cunningly, and over it had 
made straight the tine, — doorposts also had he filled thereby, 
wbcieon lie set shining doors, — anon she qtiickly loosed the 
strap from the handle of the door, and thrust in the key, and 
with a straight aim shot back the bolts. And even as a bull 
roars that is grazing in a meadow, so mightily roared the fair 
doors smitten by the key ; and speedily they flew open 
before her. Then she stept on to the high floor, where the 
coffers stood, wherein the fragrant raiment was stored. 
Thence she stretched forth her hand, and took the bow from 
off the pin, all in the bright case which sheathed it around. 
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Anil there sht? sat down, ani) set the case upon her liaeo, 
and cried akwd and wept, and tooV out the bow or ber 
lord. Now when she had her Gil of tcarftil lamcn:, she 
Mt fortb to go to th« hall to ihc company or the proud 
wooers, with the bacli-l>em bow in hti baods, and tlie quiver 
for the arrows, and raao.y shafts were therein vrioged br 
death. And h«r maidens along uiih ber bare a chrst, 
wherein lay much store of iron and bronze, the gear of 
combat of their lord. Kow when the fair lady hai! come 
tinto the wooers, she stood by the doorpost of the ntU- 
butlded roof, holding up h^r glistening tire before ber face; 
and a faithful maiden stood on either side of ber, and 
straightway- she spake out among tlie wooers and declared 
her word, saj-inif: ■ 

' Hcai me, ye lordly wooers, wtio hare vesed ihts boose, 
that ye migbl eat and diink here evcrtnoie, forasmucb as 
the master is long gore, nor could ye find any other mark • 
for your speech, but all your desire was to wed me and 
take me to wife. Nay come now, ye wooers, seeing that 
tliis is the prize that is pul before you. I will set fortb for 
you the great bow of divine Odysseus, and whoso shall moa 
easily string tb? bow in bis hands, and shoot throiigh ail 
twelve axes, witli him will I go and forsake this house, this 
house of my wedlnclc, so Mr and filled with all U^'dibood, 
which mcthinks I shall yet remember, aye, in a dream.' 

So spake she, and commanded Eumaeus, the goodly 
swineherd, to act the bow for the wooers and tlie axes of 
grey iron. And Eumaeus look them with tears, and laid 



• The accepiciJ iMerpretatlon Of hrtax*o^ (a word which ocetin OhIt 
here) it ' prniexi ' ; but ihU doat not agree with any of the mtnnltift ot Ibt 
teib 6orn which Ihc nouo U derived. Tlie uing« of Mx" ■" O*!- xi*- V- 
ijtii 75. of Inlax'ir in II, xv\\. 465. Uld of KrOx^jJWOi b 04 XI&. 15 

luggrcu ralliei for Jm'X«''ll >tic Idea of 'aiming si ■ mark ' 



Ihem down; and otherwhere the reatlieid wept, when he 
beheld ihe bow or his lord. Then Anlinous rebuked ihcm, 
and sp&kt and hailed them ; 

'Foolish boors, wtios« thoughts look not beyond the day, 
ah, wretched pair, wherefore now do ye shed tears, and stir 
the soul of the hdy wiihin her, whcQ her heart already lies 
low in pain, for that she has lost her dear lord? Nay sit, 
and feast in silence, or else get ye forth and weep, and leave 
the bow here behind, to be a terrible conteat for the wooers, 
for methiiiks that this polished bow does not lightly yield 
itself to be strung. For there is no man among all these 
present such as Odysseus was, and I myself saw him, yea 
I remember it wcil, tliough I was still but a child.' 

So spake he, but his heart within him hoped that he 
would string the bow, and shoot through the iron. Yet 
wrily, he was to be the first that should taste the arrow 
at the hands of the noble Odysseus, whom but laie he was 
dishonouring as he sat in the halls, and was inciting all his 
fellows to do likewise. 

Then the mighty prince Telemachus spake among them, 
saying : ' Lo now, in very trutli, Cronion has robbed me of 
my wits I My dear mother, wise as she is, declares that she 
will go with a stranger and forsake this house ; yet I laugh 
and in my silly heart 1 am glad. Nay come now, ye wojeis, 
seeing that this is the prize v'hieh is set before you, a lady, the 
like of whom there is not now in the Achaean land, neither 
in sacred Pylos, nor in Argos, nor in Wj'cenae, nor yet in 
Ithaca, nor in the dark mainland. Nay but ye know all this 
yourselves, — why need I praise my mother? Come there- 
fore, delay not the issue witli excuses, not hold much longer 
aloof from the drawing of the bow, that we may see the thing 
llmt is to be. Vea and 1 myself would make [Hal of this 
bow. If I shall string il, and shoot through the iron, my 



Iftdy mother will not quil th'!se halls to ray grief, a 
with a stranger while I am left behind, being now well a^ 
10 lift ray father** goodly gear of combat' 

Therewith he cast from ofl his neck his cloalc of sarltl. 
and sprang to his full height, and put away the sword from 
his shoulders. First he dug ft good trench and set up Ibe 
axes, one long trench for diem alt, and over it he nude 
straight the line and round about stamped in the canh. 
And amazement fell on all that beheld how orderly he set 
ihe axes, llwugh never before ha.d he seen it so. Then he 
went and stood by the threshold and began to prove the 
bow. Thrice he made it to tremble in his great desire to 
draw (t, and thrice he rested from his effort, though stUl he 
hoped in bis heart to string the bow, and shoot through 
ibc iron. And now at last he nii(;ht have strung it, 
mightily Etnunlng thereat for the fourth time, but Odysscis 
nodded frowning and stayed him, for all his eagcnes;. 
Then the strong prince Telemacltus spake among them 
again: 

' Lo yoH now, even to the end of my days I sliafl be a 
coward and a weakling, or it ata.y be I am too young, and 
have as yet no trust in my hands to defend me from such 
an one as is angry with me without a cause. But cone 
now, ye who are mightier men than I, essay the bow ainl lei 
us malce an end of die contest,' 

Therewith he put the bow from him on the groanid, 
leaning it agiiinsl the smooth and wcU-compactcd doors, and 
the svrih shaft he propped hard by against the hie bov-tip^ 
and then he sac down once more on the high seat, whence 
he had risen. 

Then Antiiious, son of Eupeithcs, spake among them, 
saying: 'Rise up in order, all my friends, beginning ftom 
the left, even from the place whence the wine is poured.' 




So epalte Antinous, and the sa>ing pleased th«m welt. 
Then first stood up Leiodes, son of Oiiiiops, who was their 
BOOths^yer a.nd ever sal by the fair mixing bowl at the 
extremity of the hall; he alone baled tlieir infatuale deeds 
and was iitdlgnant vhh all the wooers. He now first took 
the bov iLnd the Ewift shaft, a.ad he went and stood by the 
Uireshold, and began to prove the bow ; but he could not 
bend it; or ever that might be, his hands grew wtMry with 
the straining, his tinwom, delicate hands ; so he spake among 
the wooers, saying : 

'Friends, of a truth I cannot bend it, let some other take it 
Ah, many of our bravest shall this bow rob of spirit and of 
life, since truly it is far better for ub to die, than to live on and 
to fail of that for which we assemble evermore in this place, 
day by day expecting the prize. Many there be even now 
that hope in their hearta and desire to wed Penelope, the 
bedfellow of Odysseus: but when such an one siiall make 
trial of the bow and see the issue, thereafter let him woo 
some other fair-robed Achaean woman with his bridal gifts 
and sett to win her. So may our lady wed the man that 
gives most gifts, and comes as the chosen of fate.' 

So he spike, and put from him the bow leaning it against 
the smooth and well-compacted doors, and the sivi/t sliafi 
he propped hard by against the fair bow-tip, and then he 
sat down once more on the high seat, whence he had risen. 

But Antinous rebuked him, and spake and hailed him: 
*I<ciodcs, what word halh escaped the door of thy lips; 
a hard word, and a grievous ? Nay, it angers me to hear it, 
and to ihink that a bow such as this sh:dl rob our bravest of 
spirit and of life, and all because thou canst not draw tt. For 
1 tetl thee that ihy lady mother bare thee not of such might 
a£ to draw a bow and shoot arrows : but there be others of 
the proud wooers that shall draw it soon.' 



So he spake, ud commuided MeUntbius, the gofttherd, 
saying : ' Up now, light s fire in the halls, Melanihius ; sud 
place a great settle by the fire and a fleece thereon, tod 
bring forth a great ball of lard that is within, that we young 
tnen may warm and anoint the bow therewith and prove it, 
and make an end of the conteeL' h 

So he spake, and Melanthius soon kindled the never-rcet-S 
ing fire, and drew up a settle and placed it near, and put a 
fleece thercoii, and he brought foiih a great ball of lard 
that u-ns within. Therewith the young iDen wanned the 
bow, and mftdc eesay, but covid not string it, for they were 
greatly lacking of such might. But Antinous eiiU abode la 
his place and godlike Eurjinachus, chief men among the 
wooers, who were far the most excellent of all 

Now those olber twain had gone forth both toeclhcr 
from the house, the neatherd and the swineherd of godlike 
Odj-sacUB ; and OdysseUB went forth after them. But 
when they had now passed without the gates and the 
courtyard, he uttered his voice and ^ake to them in gentle 
words: ^ 

' Neatherd and iliou swineherd, shall I say somewhat oe V| 
keep it to myself? Nay, my spirit bids m« declare it. W'hsi 
manner of men would ye be to help Odysseus, If be sbooU 
come thus suddenly, I know not whence, and some god were 
to brjng him ? Would ye stand on the side of the wooers 
or of Ody&seus ? T<:11 me even as your heart and spirit 
bid you.' 

Then the neatherd answered hiin, saying: ' Father Zeus, 
if hut thou wouldst fulfil this wish : * — oh, that that mm 
might come, and some god lead him hither I So &houldc<t 
thou know what my might is, and how my bands follov 
to obey.' 

* Pladne a eolon at U^^. 



In tik« manner Eumaens prayed to all the gods that wise 
0<Jj'sseiis might return to his own home. 

Now when he knew for 3 surety what spirit they were of, 
once more he answered and spake to ihem, saying : 

' Behold, home am I come, even I ; after much tmrail and 
sore am 1 come in the twentieth year to mine own country. 
And I know how that ray coming is desired by you alone of 
all my thralls, for froru none besides have I hea.fd a prayer 
that 1 might return once more to my home. And now I 
will tell you all the truth, even as it shall come to pass. If 
the god shali subdue the proud wooers to my hands, I will 
bring you each one a wife, and will give you a heritage of 
your own and a house builded near to me, and ye twain shall 
be thereafter in mine eyes as the brethren and companions 
of Telcmachus. But behold, I will likewise show you a most 
manifest loJicn, that ye may know me well and be certified 
in heart, ever the wound that the boar dealt me with his 
white tusk long ago, when I went to Parnassus with the sons 
of Autolycus,' 

Therewith he drew aside ihe rags from the great scar. 
Aod when the twain had beheld it and marked it well, 
they cast their arms about the wise Odysseus, and fell 
a weeping ; and kissed him lovingly on head and sliouldera. 
And in like manner Odysseus too kissed their heads and 
hands. And now would the sunlight have gone down upon 
their sorrowing, bad not Odysseus himself stayed tlicm 
saying : 

' Cease ye from weeping and lamenlalion, lest some one 
come forth from the hall and see us, and tell it likewise in 
the house. Nay, go ye within one by one and not both 
together, I first and you following, and let this be the token 
between us All the rest, as many as are proud wooers, 
will not suffer that 1 should be given the bow and quiver; 
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do thou then, goodly Eumaeus, as thou bearcat the bow 
through the hall, set it in ray hands and speak to the 
women that they baj the weli-fitting doors of their cliambw. 
And IF any of lh«n hear the sound of groaning or the din 
of ilien within our walls, let them not run fortb but abide 
«^here they are in silence at their work. But on thee, goodly 
Philoetius, L lay this charge, to bolt and bar the outer gate 
of the court and swiftly to tie the knot,' 

Therewith he passed within the fair-lying: halls, and went 
and sat upon the settle whence he had risen. And likewise 
the two thrails of divine Odysseus went within. 

And now Eurymachus was handling the bow, wtuming it 
on this side and on that at the light of the fire ; yet even 
so he could not string it, and in his great heart he groaned 
mightily ; and in heaviness of spirit he spalce and called 
aloud, saying : 

•Loyounow.trQiy am I grieved for myself and for you all 1 
Not for the marriage do I mourn so greatly, afflicted though 
I be ; there are many Achaean women besides, some in sea- 
begirt Ithaca itself and some in other cities. Nay, but I 
grieve, if indeed w« are so far worse than godlike Odysseus 
in might, seeing that we cannot bend the how. It will be 
% shame even for men unborn to hear thereof 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeiihea, answered "tivta : ' Euiy- 
machus, this shall not be so, and tiiou thyself too knowcstit. 
For to-day the feast of the archer god is held in the land, a 
holy feasL Who at such a time would be bending bows? 
Nay, set it quietly by ; what and if wc should let the axes all 
Stand as they are? None methinks will come to the hall 
of Odysseus, son of Laertes, and carry them away. Go lo 
now, lei the wine-bearer pour for libation into each cup in 
turn, that nf^er the drink-offering we may set down tba 
curved bow. And in the morning bid Melaniliius, Ibe 
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(0 lead ItiUier the very best go^ts in all his herds, 
that ve may lay pieces of the thighs on the altar of Apollo 
the archer, and assay the bow and make an end of the 
contest' 

So spake Antinous, aad the saying pleased ihem rrell. 
Then the henchmen poured 'water on their hands, and 
pages ccowQed the mixing-bowls with drink, and ser>'ed 
out the wine to all, when they had poured for libation into 
each cup in turn. But when they had poured forlh and had 
dniiiken to their hearts' desire, Odysseus of many counsels 
spake among them out of a crafiy heart, saying : 

'Hear me, ye wooers of Ihc renowned queen, that I may 
say that which my heart within me bids. And mainly to 
Eurj-machus I make my prayer and to the godlike Anlinou^ 
forasmuch as he has spoken even tfiis word aright, namely, 
that for this present ye cease from your archery and leave 
tbe issue to the gods ; and in the morning the god will give 
the vktory to whomeoever he will, Come therefore, give me 
the polished bow, that in your presence I may prove my 
bands and strength, whether I have yet any force such as 
once was in my supple limbs, or whether my wanderings and 
needy &rc have even now destroyed iu' 

So spake he and they all were exceeding wroth, for fear 
lest he should string the polished bow. And Antinous re- 
buked him, and spake and h^ed him ; 

'Wretched stranger, thou hast no wit, nay never so 
little. Art thou not content to feaat at case in our high 
company, and to lack not thy share of the banquet, but 
to listen to our speech and our discourse, while no guest 
and beggar beside thee hears our speech? Wine it Is that 
wounds thee, honey-sweet wine, that is the bane of others loo, 
even of all who take great draughts and drink out of measure. 
Wine it was that darkened the mind even of the Centaur, 



renowned Earytion, in tbe hall of high-heart«d Feiritboo^^ 
when he went to the LapUbae ; and xttet that hie bean ma i 
darkened with wine, he wrought foul deeds in his freazy, in 
the house of Pcirithous. Then wrath fell on all the iaicts, 
and tht/ leaped up and dragged him forth through the 
porch, when they had shorn off his ears and nostrils w&h 
the pitiless sword, and then widi darkened mind he bare ahoot . 
v]th himlhc burden of his sin in foolisbnessof beait. Tbe 
was the feud begun between tbe Ceataurs and maokind;] 
but Erst for himself gat be hurt, bcin^ heavy with 
And evea so I declare great mischief unto thee if 
shalt ^rinj; the bow, for thou sh:iU find no kindness at tbe' 
hand of xnyone in our land, and anon wc will send thee, 
in a black ship to Echetos, the niatmcr of all men, 
Iberce thou shalt not be saved alive. Nay then, drink 
thine ease, and strive not still with men that are yo« 
than thou.' 

Then wise Penelope answered lum: 'Antinons, truly it il' 
not fair nor just to rob the guests of Telemachus of Atat 
due, whosoever lie may be that comes to this house. Oosi 
thou think if yonder stranger strings the great bow of 
Odysseus, iti the pride of hia might and of his strenglli 
of arm, thai he will lead me to his hon»e and make na 
his wife? Nay he himself, methinka, has no such Lope 
in his breast ; so, as for that, let not any of you Irct 
himself while feasting in this place ; that were tadctd 
unmeet,' 

Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, answered her, saying: 
' Daugher of Icarius, wise Penelope, tt is not that we deem 
that he will lead tliee to his home, — iai be such a thoo^bl 
from nsi^but we dread the speech of men and 
women, lest some day one of the baser sort among tie 
Achaeans say; " Truly men far too mean at^ wooing th« 



wife of one that is noble, nor can they string: l^e polished 
bow. But a stranger and a beg^gar came in liis wander- 
ings, and lightly strung the bow, and shot through the 
iron." Thus wii! they speak, and these things will turn to 
our reproach.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him : ' Eurymachus, never 
can there he fair fame in the land for those that devour 
and dishonour the house of a prince. Why then do ye 
count such speech as a reproach ? But, behold, our guest is 
great of growth and well-knit, and avows him to be txjrn the 
jion of a good father. Come then, give ye him the polislied 
bow, that we may 5e« that which is to be. For thus 
will I declare my saying, and it shall surely come to pass. 
If he shall string the bow and Apollo grant him renown, 
I will clothe him in a mantle and a doublet, goodly raiment, 
and I will give him a sharp javelin to defend him against 
dogs and men, and a two-edged ST/ord and sandals to bind 
beneath his feet, and I will send him whithersoever his heart 
and spirit bid him go." 

Then wise Teleniachus answered her, saying: *My mother, 
as for the bow, no Achaean is mightier than I to give or 
to deny it to whomso I will, neither as many as ace lords 
in rocky Ithaca nor in the isles oti the side of Elis, the 
pasturetand of horses. Not one of these shall force me 
in mine own despite, if I choose to give this bow, yea once 
and for all, to ihe stranger to bear away with him. But do 
thou go to thine own chamber and mind thine own house- 
wiferiea, the loom and distalf, and bid thine handmaids ply 
their tasks. But the bow shall be for men, for all, but for me 
in chiel^ for mine is the lordship in the house.' 

Then in amaze she went back to her chamber, for 
she laid up ihe wise saying of her son in her heart. 
She ascended to her upper chamber with the women her 

ASS 



fc*™*'***'*', aod lb«D vas bewailing Odysseus, her deu 
lord, liU grcy-cycd Athent cast bwm* sleep upon hei 
ejelids. 

Now ih« goodly gwlnehcrd had uk«n the curved bow, and 
was bearing ti, when the wooers all cried out upon turn in 
tbe halls. And thus some one of Ihc haughty youths would 
speak: 'Whither now art tbou bearing tbe curved bow, 
thou ragabond, thou wretched swineherd i Lo, soon shall 
the KwiA hounds of thine own breeding eat thee hard by liiy 
swine, alone and away from men, if ApoUo will be gracious 
to us and the other dcathle^ gods.' 

Even w they spake, and he took and set down the bov 
in that Tciy pUce, being affrighted because many tried 
out on him in tbe hnlls. Then Teletnachus from the- 1 
other ride spake threateningly, and called aloud : 

' Father, bring hither the how. soon slialt diou rue it that tboa 
ECT^-est many masters. Take heed, lest 1 that am yoni^er 
than thou pursue thee to the field, and pelt thee with stones, 
for in might I am the better. If only I were so much mightier 
in sUength of arm than all the wooers that are in the halls, 
soon would I send many an one forth on an evtl road from 
out our house, for they imagine mischief against os.' 

So he spake, and all the wooers laughed sweetly at lam,i 
and ceased now from their cruel anger toward TelemaehtB. 
Then the swineherd bare the bow through the IltU, aitd went 
np to wise Odysseus, and set it in his hands. And he called 
forth the nunc £urycleia from the chamber and spake to bet: 

' Wise Eurycleia, Telemacbus bids thee bar the wcUfittin; 
doors of thy chamber, and if any of the women hear the sound 
of groaning or the din of men within our walls, let them not 
go forth, but abide where they are in silence at their work.' 

So he spake, and the word unwingcd abode with her, and 
she boired the doors of the fair-lying halls. 
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Then Philoctius hasted forth silently from Ihe liousc, and 
barred the outer gates of the fenced court. Now there lay 
b«ncath the galler>- the cable of a curved ship, fashioned of 
the byblu! plant, wherewith he made fast the gates, and then 
himself passed within. Then be went and sat on the settle 
whence he had risen, and gazed upon Odysseus. He already 
was handling the bow, turning it every way ahout, and proving: 
It on tliis side and on that, lest the worms might have calcn 
ihc horns when the lord of the bow was away. And thus 
men spake looking each one to his neighbour : 

' Verily he has a good eye, and a shrewd turn for a bow! 
It onut be, methinks, that he himself has the like lying by at 
home or dse he is set on making one, In such wise does he 
turn it hither and thither in his hands, this evtl-witted 
beggar." 

Aod another again of the haughty youths would say : ' Oh, 
that the fellow may get wherewith to profit withal, just in 
such measure as he shall ever prevail lo bend the bow I ' 

So spake the wooers, but Odysseus of many counsels had 
lifted the great bow and viewed it on evciy side, and even 
as when a man that is skilled in the lyre and in minstrelsy, 
easily stretches a cord about a new peg, afier tying at either 
end the twisted sheep-gut, even so Odysseus Blraightway 
bent the great bow, all without effort, and took it in his right 
hand and proved the bow-string, which rang sweetly at the 
touch, in tone hke a swallow. Then great grief came 
upon the wooers, and the colour of their countenance was 
changed, and Zeus thundered loud showing forth his tokens. 
And the steadfast goodly Odysseus was glad thereat, in that 
the son of deep-counselling Cronos had sent him a sign. 
Then he caught up a swift arrow which lay by his tabic, 
bare, but the other shafts were stored within the hollow 
quiver, those whereof the Achaeans were soon (o taste. He 



took and hid It on the bridge of the bovr, and \\t\A 
notch and drew the string, crtn Troin the seUle wbercon be 
nt, and with stntight aim «hot the sh^ft and missed not one 
of Ihe ares, beginning from (he first axe-handle, and the 
bronze-weighted shaft passed clean through and out at ibel 
last Then be spake to Telemachus, saying : 

■ Telemachus, thj guest ibat ats in the halls does tfaee aa 
sbame. In nowise did 1 miss my mark, nor was I weuied 
with long bending of the bow. Still is my might stead- 
fast — not as (he wooers s»y scortifull/ to slight me. But 
now is it time that supper too he got ready for the Achaeans, 
while it is yet light, and tbercaftcr must we make other sport 
wttli the dance and the lyic, for these are tlie crovtn of 
the feast.' 

Therewith he nodded with bent brows, and TelemachiM,! 
the dear son of divine Odysseus, gill his sharp swrad 
about him and took (he spear in his grasp, and stood by 
his high seat at hts father's &ide, aimed with (he gleamii^ 
bronze. 





BOOK XXII. 



The lullliig of the woocjs. 



Thkn Odysseus of mutxy counsels stripped bim of hb ngs 
and leaped on to the great threshold '• with his bow and quiver 
Ml of arrows, and potued forth all the swift sbalts there 
before his feet, and tpake among the wooers : 

'Lo, now is this terrible trial ended at last; and now will 
I make for another muk, which never yet man has smitten, 
if perchance I may strike it and Apoilo gtant me renown." 

With that he pointed the bitter arrow at Antinous. Now 
he was about raising lo his lips a fair tw^-eared chalice of 
gold, and behold, he was handling it to drink of the wbe, 
and death was far from his thoughts. For who among men 
at feast would deem that one man amongst 6o many, how 
hardy soever he were, would bring on him foul death and 
black fate ? But Odysseus ^med and smote him with the 
BiTow in the throat, and the point passed clean out through 
bis delicate neck, and he fell back and the cup dropped 
from his hand as he was smitten, and at once throug^h hta 
nostrils there came up a thick jet of slain roan's blood, and 
qtiickly he spurned tlie table from him with bia foot, and 
spilt the food on the ground, and the bread and the loast 
flesh were defiled. Then the wooers raised a clamour through 
the halls when they siLw the maa fallen, and they leaped from 
their high seats, as men srirted by fear, al! through the hail, 
peering everywhere along the well-buildcd w.iils, and nowhere 
was there a shield or mighty spear to lay hold on. Then 
they reviled Odysseus with angry worda : 



3<^ 



ODYSSEV xxri, a7-jtf. 



* Struigcr, tbon shoolcst at men to thy hurt. Ne^'cr a^ain 
fthalt tbou enter other lifts, nov is utter doom assured ibee. 
YtX, for now hast thou slain the maii tliat was far the bett 
of all the noble ]'Oaths in Ithaca ; wherefore vultures 
dcTOur thee here.* 

So each one spake, for indeed they thought that OdysMST 
had Dot slain him wilTuIly-; but the;- knew not in their foBy 
that on their own beads, each and all of them, the bands of 
death had been made fast. Then Odysseus or naaay couDseli 
looked fierctlj- on [bcro, and spake : 

'Ye dogs, yc said in your hearts that I should never more 
come home from the land of the Trojans, io tliat yc wasted 
mf house, and Uj with the maidservants hy force, %nd trai- 
loroQsly wooed my wife while I was yet aliTe, and ye had 
no fear of the gods, that hold the wide heaven, nor of the 
indignation of men hereafter. But now the bands of death 
have been made fast upon you one and all.' 

Even so he si>alcc, and pale fear gat hold on the limbs of 
all, and each man looked about, where tie might shon tttMT 
doom. And Kurymachus alone answered liim, and spoke: 
' rr thou art indeed Odysseus of Ithaca, come home agam, 
wiU) right thou spcakcst thus, of all that the Achaeans have 
wronerht, muiy infatuaie deeds in tby balls and many in the 
field. Howbeit, he now lies deoA that is to blame for aO, 
Anlinous ; for he brought all these things upon us, not as 
longing very greatly for the marriage nor needing it sore, 
but with another purpose, that Cronion has not fulfilled for 
him, namely, that he might himself be king over all the land 
of Elabllshed Ithaca, and he v/as to have lain in wait for thy 
son and killed him. But now he is slain after his deserving', 
and do thou spare thy people, even thine own; and ve will 
hereafter go a.bout the township and yield thee amends for all 
that has Ucu ealeti and drunken la thy halls, each for 



himself bringing atonement of twenty oxen wotih, and re- 
quiting thee in gold and bronze till lliy heart is softened, but 
till then none may blame thee that thou art angry.' 

Tlwn Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely on bim, 
and said : ' Eurymachus, not even if ye gave me all your 
heritage, al) that ye now have, and whatsoever else ye might 
in any wise add thereto, not even so would I hencefortli hold 
my hands from slaying, ere the wooers had paid for all their 
transgressions. And now the choice lies before you, whether 
to fight in (air battle or to fly, if any may avoid death and 
ihe fates. But there be some, methinks, that shall not escape 
from utter doom.' 

He spate, and their knees were straightway loosened and 
their hearts melted within them. And Eurymachus spake 
among them yet again: 

•Friends, it is plain that this man will not bold bis un- 
conquerable hands, but now that he has caught up the 
polished bow and quiver, he will shoot from the smooth 
threshold, till he has slain us all ; wherefore let us take 
thought for the dehght of battle. Draw your blades, and 
hold ap the tables to ward off the arrows of swift death, 
and let us all have at him with one accord, and drive him, 
if it may be, from the threshold and the doorway and then 
go through the dty, and quickly would the cry be raised. 
Thereby should this maa soon have shot his ktest bolt.' 

Therewith he drew his sharp two-edged sword of bronze, 
and leapt on Odysseus with a terrib3e cr)', but in the same 
moment goodly Odysseus shot the arrow forth and struck 
him on the breast by the pap, and drave the swift shaft 
into his liver. So he let the sword fall from his liand, and 
grovelling over the table he bowed and fell, and spill the food 
and the two-handled cup on the floor. And in hie agony he 
smote the ground with his biow, and spurniogf with both his 
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feet he ovcnhre-r the higli »e»t, uid tbc mist of dcalh «J 
Bhcd upon his eyes. 

ThvD Amphlnomue made at renowned Odysseus, setting 
etnJght at him, and drew his sharp sword, ir perchuicc he 
might make him give ^roond Irom the door. But Telcmacbus 
■was beforehand with btin, and cast and smote him from behiad 
wiih a bronze-shod spear between the shoulders, uid dnve 
it out through the breast, and he fell with a crash and struclc 
the ground full with bis forehead. Then Telemachus spran; 
away, leaving the long spear fixed in Amphinomos, far he 
greatly dreaded lest one of the Achaeans might run upon him 
with his blade, and stab him as he drew forth the spear, or 
emite him with a down stroke * of the sword. So he Btarted 
and ran and came quiclwly to his father, and stood bj fabi, 
and spake winged words : 

' Father, lo, now I will bring ihec a shield and two spean 
and a helmet all of bronze, close fitting on the temples, and 
when I return I wiU arm mnclf, and likewise give arms to 
the swineherd and to the neatherd yonder : for it is better to 
be clad in full armour.' 

And Od/3scus of many counsels answered him saytng: 
'Run and bring them while I have anows to defend me, test 
they thrust me from the doorway, one man against them all.' 

So he spake, and Telemachns obeyed his dear father, and 
went forth to the chamber, where his famous wrapona were 
lying. Thence he look out four shields and eight spears, 
and four helmets ofbronxe, with thick plumes of horse hair, 
and he started to bring them and came quickly to his father. 
Now he girded the gear of bronze about his own body first, 
and in like manner the two thralls did on the goodly armour, 
and stood beside the wise and crafty Odysacos. Now bc^ 
■o long as he had arrows to defend him, kept aiming and 
■ Ot, icadiitg n/iusjiijvia. unite him u be iioopcd oicr ibc corpwi 
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smote the wooers one by one in his house, and they fell thick 
one upon another. But when the arrows failed the prince in 
his archery, he leaned his bow against the doorpost of the 
stabhshed hall, against the shining faces of the entrance. As 
for him he girt his fourfold shield about his shoulders and 
bound on his mighty head a well wrought helmet, with 
horse hair crest, and tcnibly the plume waved aloft And 
he grasped two mighty spears tipped with bronze. 

Now there was in the well-builded wall a certain postern 
raised above the floor, and there by the topmost level of the 
threshold of the stablished hall, was a way into an open 
parage, closed by well-fitted folding doors. So Odysseus 
bade the goodly swineherd stand near thereto and watch tlie 
way, for thither was there but one approach. Then Agelaus 
spake among [hem, and declared his word to all : 

* Friends, will not some man ctiinb up lo the poslcm, and 
give word to the people, and a cry would be raised straight- 
way ; so should this man soon have shot his latest bolt ? ' 

Then Melanthius, the goatherd, answered him, saying; 'It 
may in no wise be, prince Agelaus ; for the fair doors toward 
ihe court are grievously near to the posiem, and perilous is 
the eoiraace to the passage, and one mighty man would keep 
back a host. But come, let me bring you armour from the 
inner chamber, that ye may be clad in hauberks, for me- 
thinks it is in tliat room and no oiber, that Odysseus and 
his renowned son laid by the arms." 

Therewith Melanthius, the goatherd, climbed up by the 
deiestory of the hall to the inner chambers of Odysseus, 
whence he took twelve shields and as many spears, and as 
many helmets of bronze with thick plumes of horse hair, and 
he came forth and brought them speedily, and gave them 
to ihe wooers. Then the knees of Odysseus were loosened 
and his heart melted wiUiin him, wlien he saw them girding 




S*4 



onyssEy xxif, 148-177. 



on the armour and bnncfishing the long spears in their handt^ 
ftnd great, be sslw, was tbc advcatuie. Quickly he spaks to 
Tdcmuhns winged words: 

* Tdemichos, sure I am that one of tbe women ia (tit 
halU is stirring up an evil battle agtunst us, or perchaoce it s 
MeUnthius.' 

Then wise Tclemachns answered him : ' My father, it Is I 
lliat have ertcd herein and none otbcc is to l^ame, hi 1 \t& 
Ibe well-fitted door of the chamber open, and there has bceo 
one of them but too quick to spy it. Go now, goodlj 
Kuma.eu9, and close the door of tbe diambcr, and mark if 
it be indeed one of the women that doea this mischief, ot 
Mclanthius, son of Bollus, as methioks it is.' 

Even so dicy spake one to the oOier. And Melambiiu, 
the goalherd, went j-ct again to the chamber to bring tlie 
fair armour. But the goodly swineherd was ware thereof, 
and quickly he spake to Odysseus who etood nigh him : 

' Son of Laerics, of the seed of Zeus, Odyssetis, of mas; 
devices, lo, there again ta that baleful man, whom we oar- 
selves suiipcci, going (o the chamber; do thou tcU nte tniljr, 
ehaU I slay him if I prove the better man, or bring bin 
hither to thee, that he may pay for the many transgressions 
that he hag devised in thy house ?' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered saying: 
'Verily, I and Tclemachus will keep the proud wooers wiihb 
the halls, for all their fury, but do ye twain tie his feet and 
arm^ behind his back and cast htm into the chamber, 
and close the doors afler you*, und mak© fast to his body 
a twisted rope, and drag him up die lofty pillar tit) he be near 
the roof beams, that he may hang there and lire for long, , 
and suffer grievous torment' ^| 

* Or, as Mr. Merry sugg^b Id Ms note, 'tie bowdi behtad him,' Bl • 
melhod of tonure. He compares Arittciph. llusni. 931, 94OL 



So he spalte, and they gave good heed and hearkened. 
So they went forlh to the chamber, but the goatlierd who 
was within knew not of their coining. Now he was seeking 
for the armour in the secret place of the chamber, but they 
twain stood in waiting on either side the door po&ls. And 
when MelajiLliius, the goatherd, was crossing the threshold 
with a goodly helm in one hand, and in the other a wide 
shield and an old, stained wiih rust, the shield of the hero 
Laertes that he bare when he was young — but at that time it 
was laid by, and the seams of the straps were loosened, — 
then the twain rushed on him and caught him, and dragged 
him b by the hair, and cast him on the floor in sonowful 
plight, and bound him band and foot in a bitter bond, tightly 
winding each limb behind Ms back, even as the son oi 
Laertes bade thera, the steadfast goodly Odysseus. And 
ihey made fast to his body a twisted rope, and dragged 
turn up the lofty pillar till he came near the roof beams. 
Then didst thou speak to him and gird at him, swineherd 
Eomacus : 

'Now in good truth, Melantbius, shah thou watch all 
night, l}'ing in a soft bed as beseems ihee, nor shall the 
early-boia Dawn escape thy ken, when she comes forlli from 
the streams of Oceanus, on her golden throne, in the hour 
when thou art wont to drive the goals to make a mea! for 
ihe wooers in the halls.' 

So he was left tlicre, stretched light in the deadly bond. 
But they twain got into their harness, and closed the shining 
door, and went to Odysseus, wise and crafty clucf. There 
they stood breathing fury, four men by the threshold, while 
those others within the halls wete many and good warriors. 
Then Athene, daughter of Zeus, drew nigh them, like Men- 
tor in fashion and in voice, and Odysseus was glad when he 
caw her and spake, saying : 




'Meotor, wu4 from tu hart, and remember me thy dear 
companion, thu be&iended thee onen, and thoa art f>f like 
ige wiih roe.' 

So he spake. decmiDg the while that it was Athene, snm- 
moncr of the host. But the wooers on [he otlier side sbooud 
Id the balls, ind first Agclaos soa of Caouistor rcbnkcd 
Athene, saying: 

•Mentor. lei not the speech of Odjrssena beguile thee to 
fight against the wooers, and to succour him. For mt- 
thinks that on this vise we shall work our will. When vc 
shaD have slain these men, father and son, thereafter sbalt thou 
perish with them, such deeds thou art set on (ktlng in these 
bft]U ; osy, with thine own head shalt thoa pay the price- 
But when with the sword we shall have owrcome jour vio- 
lence, «« will mingle all thy possessions, all that thou hast ai 
borne or in the field, with the wealth of Odysseus, and we will 
not suffer thy sons nor thy daughters to dwell in the lulb, 
nor thy good wire to gad about in the town of Ithaca.' 

So spake be, and Athene waxed yet the more wroth K 
heart, and chid Odysseus with angry words: 'Odysseus, 
thou hast no more steadfast might nor any prowess, as wbcD 
for nine whole years continually thou didst battle with the 
Trojans for high bom Hekn, of tlte while arms, and many 
men tliou slewesi in terrible warfare, and by thy device the 
wide-wayed dty of Priam wag taken. How then, now that 
thou ait come to thy house and ihine own posscssinn<i, dost 
thou bewail the need of courage to stand before the wooers? i 
Nay come hither, friend, and stand by me, and I will ahov 
thee a thing, that thou mayest know what manner of man 
is Mentor, son of Alcimus, to repay good deeds in the ranks 
of foemen.' 

She spake, and gave him cot yet clear victory in full, b 
still fur a while made trial of the might and prowess of Odys- 



Kus and his rtnowned son. As for her she flew up to the 
roof timber of the murky hall, in such fashion as a sw;l1Iow 
flies, and there sat down. 

Now Agelaus, son or Dsmaslor, urged on ihe wooers, and 
likewise Euiynomus aiid Ajnphiraedon and Demoptolcmus 
and Pcisandms son of Polyclor, and wise Polybus, for these 
were in valiancy far the best men of th« wooers, that still 
lived and fought for their lives; for the rest had fallen already 
benesilh the bow and the thick rain of arrows. Then Agelaus 
spoke among them, and made known his word to all : 

' Friends, ddw at last will this man bold his unconquerable 
bands. Lo, now has Mentor left him and spoken but vain 
boosts, and these remain alone at the entrance of the doors. 
Wherefore now, throw not your long spears all together, but 
come, do ye six cast first, if perchance Zeus may grant us lo 
smite Odysseus and win renown. Of the rest will we take 
no heed, so soon as that man shall have fallen.' 

So he spake and they all cast their javelins, as he bade 
them, eagerly ; but behold, Athene bo wrought that they were 
all in vain. One man smote the doorpost of the stablished 
hall, and aaotlier the wcU-fastened door, and ihc ashen spear 
of yet another wooer, heavy with bronze, stuck fast in the 
walL So when ihey hod avoided all the spears of the wooers, 
the steadfast goodly Odysseus befi:a.n arst to «pca!e among 
them : 

' Friends, now my word is that we loo cast and hurt into 
the press of the wooers, that are mad to sby and strip us 
beyond the measure of their former iniquities.' 

So he spake, and they all took good aim and threw their 
iharp ipears, and Odysseus smote Demoptolemufi, and Tele- 
nachaa Euryadcs, and the swineherd slew Elalus, and the 
neatlierj Peisandrus. Thus they all bit the wide (loot with 
their teeth, and the wooers fell back into the inmost part oE 




the hall. But the others dashed upon ihem, and drew fbrdi 
the shafla from the bodies of the dad. 

Then once coorc the wooers threw their sharp spears 
eagerly; but behold, Athene so wrought that many of them 
were in vain. One man tmote the door-post of the slabHshcd 
ball, and another the well-fastened door, and die ashen spear 
of anoihrr wooer, heavy with bronze, struck in the wall Yd 
Amphimedon hit Tulem&chus on the band by the wrist 
lightly, and the shaft of bronze wounded the surTace of the 
skin. And Ctesippus grosed the Moulder of Eumaeus with 
A long spear high above the shield, and the spear Sew over 
and fell to the ground. Then again Odysseus, the wise and 
crafiy, he and his men cast their swift spears into the press 
of the wooers, and now once more Odysseus, waster of cities 
smote Huiydamas, and Telemachus Atopbimcdon, and the 
swineherd si'ew Polybus, and last, the neatherd stnicfc Ctesfp- 
pus in the breast and boasted over him, saying : 

'O ton of Polytlierses, thou lover of jeering, never gife 
place at all to folly to speak so big, but leave Uiy case to the 
gods, since in tiutb they are far mightier than thou. This gift b 
thy recompense for the ox-foot that thou gavest of late to (be 
divine Odysseus, when he went begging through the house.' 

So spake the keeper of tlic shambling kine. Next Odyt* 
seus wounded the son of Damastor m dose fight with I^ 
long spear, and Telemachus wounded Leocritiu son of 
Euenor, right in the flank with his lance, and dra\-e the 
bronze point clean through, that he fell prone and struck the 
ground full wElh his forehead. Then Athene held up bet 
destroying aegis on high from the roof, and their minds were 
scared, and they fled iluough tlie hall, like a drove of kioe 
that the flitting gadfly fa.lt8 upon and scatters hither and 
thither in spring lime, when the long days begin. But the 
others set on like vultures of crooked claws and ctm'cd 



bealc, that come forth froni the mountains and dash upon 
smaller biids, and these scour low in the plain, stooping in 
terror from the clouds, while the vultures pounce on them 
and slay them, and there is no help nor way of flight, and 
men are giad at the sport ; even so did the company of 
Odysseus set upon the wooers and smile them right and left 
through the hall ; and there rose a hideous moaning as their 
heads were smitten, and the floor all ran with blood. 

Now Leiodes look hold of the knees of Odysseus eagerly, 
and besought him and spake winged words : ' 1 entreat thee 
by thy knees, Odysseus, and do thou show mercy on m« and 
have pity. For never yet, 1 say, have I wronged a maiden in 
ihy hails by froward word or deed, nay I bade the other 
-wooers refrain, whoso of them wrought thus. But they 
hearkened not unto me to keep their hands from evil. 
Wherefore they have met a shameful death through their 
own infatuate deeds. Yet I, the soothsayer among them, 
that have wrought na evil, shall fall even as they, for no 
gratitude survives for good deeds done.' 

Then Odysseus of miny counsels looked askance at him, 
and said : ' If indeed thou dost avow thee to be the sooth- 
sayer of these men, thou art hke to have often prayed in the 
balls that the issue of a glad return might be far from me, 
and that ray dear wife should follow ihce and bear thee 
children ; wherefore thou shalt not escape the bitterness of 
death.' 

Therewith he caught up a sword in his strong hand, that 
lay where AgeUus had let it fall to the ground when he was 
slain, and drave it clean through his neck, and as be yet 
spake his head fell even to the dust. 

Bui the son of Terpes, the minstrel, still sought how he 
might shun black fate, Phemius, who sang among the wooers 
of nece*«ty. He stood with the loud lyre in his hand hard 
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by ihe poslcm gate, and his heart was divided within him, 
%-hcther he should Blip forth from the hall und sit down by 
ihc well-wrought allar of great Zcu8 of ihc household court, 
whereon Laeries and Odysseus had bumi man^ pieces of the 
thighs of oxen, or should spring forward and beseech Odys- 
seus by his knees. And as he thought thcrcupoo this 
seemed to him the betLei way, to embrace the tnees of 
Odysseus, son of Laertes. So he laid the hollow lyre on the 
ground between the mixing-bowl and the high seat inlaid 
with silver, and himself sprang forward and seized Odys- 
seus by the knees, and besought him and gpake winged 
words : 

'*1 entreat thee by thy knees, Odyssetis, and do thou show 
mercy on me and have pity. It will be a sorrow to thyself 
in tiie afterlime if thou slayest me who am a minstrel, and 
»ng before gods and men. Yea none has taught me bnt 
myself, and die god has put into my heart all manner of 
lays, and methinks I sing to liiee as to a god, wherefore be 
not eager to cut off my head. And Teleniachus will testify 
of this, tliine own dear son, that not by raine own will or 
desire did I resort to thy bouse to sing to Ihc wooers after 
their feasts ; but being so many and slron^r than I ihcy 
led me by constraint.' 

So he spake, and the mighty prince Telemachus heard 
him and quickly spake to his father at his side : * Hold thy 
hind, and wound not this blameless man with the sword; 
and let us save also the henchman Mcdon, that ever had 
charge of me in our house when I was a child, unless per- 
chance Fhiloetius or the swineherd have already shun him, 
or he hath met thee in thy raging throtjgh the house.' 

So he spake, and Medon, wise of heart, heard him. 
For he lay crouching beneath a high seat, clad about in the 
DeW'flayed hide of an ox and shunned black f&le. So bo 



rose np qaickly^om nnder the s«a.t, and cast off Che ox>hide, 
and sprang forih and caught Telemachus by the knees, and 
besought him and spake winged words : 

' Friend, here am I ; prithee stay ihy hand and speak to 
iby father, lest he harm me with the eharp sword in the 
grefttn^Es of bis strength, out of his anger for the wooers 
that wasted his possessions in the halls, and in their folly 
held thee in no honour.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels smiled on bim and said: 
' Take courage, for lo, he has saved thee and delivered 
thee, that thou mayst know in thy heirt, and tell it even 
K> another, how far more excellent are good deedg than 
evil. But go forth from the balls and Eit down in ihe court 
apart from the slaughter, thou and the full-voiced minstrel, 
till I have accomplished all that I must needs do in the 
bouse.' 

Therewith the two went forth and gat them from the halt 
So they sat down by the altar of great Zeus, peering about on 
every side, Btill expecting death. And Odysseus peered all 
through the house, to see if any man was ycl alive and hiding 
away to shun black fate. But he found all the sort of them 
fallen in their blood in the dust, hbe fish'cs chat the fishermen 
have drawn forth in the meshes of the net into a hollow of 
the beach from out the grey sea, and all the fish, sore longing 
for the salt sea waves, are heaped upon the sand, and Che sun 
shines forth and takes their life away ; so now the wooers lay 
heaped upon each other. Then Odysseus of many counsels 
spake to TelemachuB ; 

* Telemachus, go, caU me tlie nurse Eurydeia, that I may 
tell her a word that is on my mind," 

So he spake, and Telemachus obeyed bis dear Either, and 
smote at the door, and spake lo the nurse Euryclcia : ' Up 
oov, aged wife, that ovcrlooke&t all the women aervanis in 
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oar halb, come hither, my hiher calls thee and has some- 
wliat to say to thee.' 

Even BO he Bp«ke, and his word unvinged abode with her, 
and she oiMned the doors oX the naiir<lyuig halls, and one 
forth, and Tdemadius led ihe way before her. So she found 
Odysseus among the Ixidics of the dead, siaincd with bkMd 
ud soil of batdc, like a Uon diat has calcii of aa ox of tbe 
homestead and goes on lus way, and alt his breast and hii 
cheeks on cither »de are Becked with blood, and he is terdUe 
tobeiiold; eveoto was Odysseus Btaiocd, both hands and fctt 
Now the nurse, when she saw the bodies of the dead and 
the great gore of blood, made ready to cry aloud for jo;-, 
beholding so great an adventure. But Odysseus cbccktd 
and held her in her eagerness, and uttering his voice sp&ke 
to her winged words : 

' Within thine own heart rejoice, old nurse, and be still 
and cry not aloud; for it is an unholy thing to boast ovd 
slain men. Now these hath ihedutjny of thcgods overcome; 
and their own cruel deeds, for they honoured none of carthty 
men, neidier the good nor yet the bad, that come among them. 
Wlierefoie ihey have met a shameful death through their own 
infaiuatc deeds. But come, tell mc the talc of the women inra^ 
halls, which of them dishonour mc, and which be guiltless.' 

Then the good nurse Euryclcia answered him : ' Yea nov, 
my child, I will tell theo all the truth. Thou hast fifty 
women-servants in thy halts, thfil we have taught the wa^ 
of housewifery, how to card wool and to bear bondage. Of 
these twelve in all have gone the way of shame, and Iwnow 
not mc, nor their lady Penelope. And Tekmachus hath but 
newly come to his strength, and his mother suiTered him not 
to take command over the women in this house. But now, lei 
me go ainft to the shining upper chamber, and tell all to 
wife, on whom some god hath sent a sleep.' 



And OdysMus of mAny counsds answered her saying ■ 
' Wake her not ye^ but bid the women come hither, who in 
time past behaved themselves unseemly.' 

So he spake, and the old wife passed ihrou.?li the hall, 
to tell ihe women and to hasten iheir coining. Then Odys- 
seus called to him Telemachus, and the neatherd, and the 
swineherd, and spake to them winged words : 

' Begin ye now to carry out the dead, and bid ihe women 
help you. and thereafter cleanse the fair high seals and 
the tables with water and porous sponges. And when 
ye have set all the house in order, lead the maidens with- 
out Che slabHshed hall, between the vaulted room and llie 
goodly fence of the court, and there slay them with your 
long blades, till they shall have all given up the ghost and 
foigollen the love that of old ihey had at the biddir^ of the 
wooers, in secret dalliance." 

Eveu 8o he spake, and the women came all in a crowd 
together, malting a terrible lament and shedding big tears. 
So first they carried forth the bodies of the slain, and set 
them beneath Ihe gallery of the fenced court, and propped 
them one on another; and Odysseus himself haslcd ihc 
women and directed them, and they carried forth the dead 
perforce. Thereafter they cleansed the fair high seats and 
the tables with water and porous sponges. And Telemachus, 
and the neatherd, and the swineherd, scraped with spades 
the floor of the well-builded home, and, behold, the maidens 
carried all forth and laid it without the doors, 

Now when they had made an end of setting the hall in 
order, they led the maidens forth from the slablished hall, and 
drove them up in a narrow apace between the vaulted room 
and the goodly fence of the court, wtience none might avoid ; 
and wise Telemachus began to speak to his fellows, saying: 

'Gud foiljid that 1 iJiould take ilnese women's lives by a 
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clcan death, these that have poured dishonour on ray head 
and on my mother, and have lain with the wooers.' 

With that word he tied the cable of a dark-prowcd ship to a 
great pillar and flung it round the vaulted room, and {a&tcncd 
it alori, that none might touch the ground with Iicr feet. 
And even as when ihrnshee, long of wing, or doves fall into 
a net that is set in a thicket, as they seek to Uielr roosting* 
place, and a hateful hed harbours them, eren so the women 
held thdi heads all in a row, and about all their necks nooses 
were cast, that they might die by the most pitiful death. And 
they writhed with ihelr feet for a little space, but for no long 
while. 

Then Uiey led out Melanthius through the gateway and 
llie court, and cut off Ids nostrils and his ears with the 
pitiless sword, and drew forth his vitals for tlic dogs to 
devour raw, and cut off his hands and feet in their cruel 
anger. 

Thereafter they washed their hands and feet, and went 
into the house to Odysseus, and all the adventure was over. 
So Odysseus called to the good nurse Eurjrclda : ' Bring 
sulphur, old nurse, that cleanses al! pollution and bring me 
lire, that I may purify [he house with sulphur, and do thou bid 
Penelope come here with her handmaidens, and tcU all ihe 
women in the house to speed them hither.' 

Then the good nurse Eurycleia made answer : ' Yea, my 
clitld, herein thou hast spoken aright. But go to. let mc 
bring thee a mantle and a doublet for raiment, and stand 
not thus in the halls with thy broad shoulders wrapped in 
rags ; it were blame in thee bo to do.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: 
• First let a fire now be made me in the hall." 
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throughly purged the women's chamber and the great hall 
and the court 

Then the old wife went through the fair halls of Odysseus 
to tell the women, and to hasten their coming. So they 
came forth from their chamber with torches in their hands, 
and fell about Odysseus, and embraced him and kissed and 
dasped his head and shoulders and his hands lovingly, and 
a sweet longing came on him to weep and moan, for he 
remembered them eveiy one. 



BOOK xxin. 

OdytMnt mUxth himself ksMrti t» P«el«p«^ tdb his ulfatura I 
■nd III iho monilnji; goca to Laertes amI duiIcm bimsolf luwwa to lunu ' 



Then ihe ancient woman went up into the upper chamber 
laughing iiloud, to tell ber mistress how her dear lord vas 
within, and her knees moved f&st for joy, and her feci 
stumbled one over the other ; and she stood above Ihe lady's 
bead and spake to her, goying : 

' Avakc, Penelope, dear diild. that ihou mayest see villi 
thine own eyes that which thou desirest day by day- 
Odysseus liath come, and bath ^ot him to his own bouses 
though late hath he come, and hath stain the proud vooen 
that iTOubli^d his house, nnd devoured his substance, and 
oppressed his child.' 

Then wise Penelope answered her: 'Dear nurse, the 
gods have made thcc distraught, the gods that can make 
foolish even the wisdom of the wise, and that stablisb Ihc 
simple in understanding. They it is that have marred tliy 
reason, though heretofore thou hadst a prudent heart. Why 
dost thou mock me, who have a spirit full of sorrow, to 
Bpeak these wild words, and rousesl meoutof swoet slumber, 
that had bound me and overshadowed mine eyelids ? Ne»er 
yet have I slept 80 sound since the day that Odysseos 
went forth to see that evil Ilios, never to be named. Go 
to now, get thee down and back to the women's cham- 
ber, for if any other of the maids of my house bad come 
and brought mc such tidings, and wakened noe from 
sleep, straightway would I have sent ber back woefully to 
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return withtn the women's chamber; but tbis time thine 
old age shall stand thee in good stead.' 

Then the good narse EurycleU answered her: ' I mock thee 
not, dear child, but in very deed Odysseus is here, and halh 
come home, even as I tell thee. He is that guest on whom 
all men wrought such dishonour in the halls. But long ago 
Telemachuswaswaieof him, that he was within the house, yet 
in his prudence he hid the counsels of his father, that he 
might take vengeance on the violence of the haughty •wooeis,' 

Thus she spake, and then was Penelope glad, md leap- 
ing from her bed she fell on the old woman's neck, and 
let fall the tears from her eyelids, ajid uttering her voice 
spake to her winged words : 'Come, dear nurse, I pray thee, 
tell me all the truth, if indeed he hath come home as thou 
saycst, how he hath kid his hands on the shameless wooers, 
he being- but one man, while ihey abode ever in their com- 
panies within the house,' 

Then the good nurse Eurydeia answered her : ' I saw not, 
1 wist not, only I heard the groaning of men slain. And 
we in an inmost place of the well-builded chambers sat all 
MniMd, and the close-fitted doors shut in the room, till thy 
M^nlled me from the chamber, for his father sent him out 
to that end. Then I found Odysseus standing among the 
slain, who around him, stretched on the hard floor, lay one 
opon the other j it would have comforted thy heart to see him, 
all stained like & lion with blood and soil of battle. And now 
are all the wooers gathered in an heap by the gates of the 
court, while he is purifying his fiir house with brimstone, 
and hath kindled a great fire, and halh sent me forth to call 
thee. So come with me, that ye may both enter into your 
heart's delight ', for yc have suffered much affliction. And 
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even now halh this thy long desire been fuHIIed ; thy lord 
halh conif aUve to his own hearth, and bath found boLb thee 
Lnd bis son in the ha-Hs; and the wooeis tliai wrought 
him evil he hath slain, every maji of them in his 
house.' 

Then wise Penelope answered her : ' Dear nurse, boMt 
not yet over them with laughter. Thou knowest how wel- 
come the sight of him would be in the halls to all, and to cnc 
in cWef, and to his son that we got between us. Eat this is 
no true tale, as thou decluest it, nay but it it one of the 
deathless gods that hath slain the proud wooers, in wrath at 
their bitter insolence and evil deeds. For they honoured 
none of eaithly men, neither the good nor yet the bad, that 
came among them. Wherefore they have suffered an evil 
doom through their own infatuate deeds. Bui Od}'5seu!>, 
far away hath lost his homeward path to the Acltaeaa land, 
and himself is lost.' 

Then the good nurse Euryclda made answer to her: 'My 
child, what word hath escaped the door of thy lips, in that 
thou iiaidesi that thy lord, who is even now within, and by his 
own bearth-slone, would return no more i Nay, thy heart is 
ever hard of belief. Go to now, and I will tell thee besides 
a most manifest token, even the scar of the wound thai the 
boar on a time dealt him with his white titsk. This 1 spied 
while washing his feet, and fain I would have told it even to 
thee, but he laid his band on my mouth, and iu the fulness 
of his wisdom suffered mc not to Epcak. But come with me 
and I ^411 stake my life tiD it; and, if I play thee false, do 
thou slay me by a death most pitiful.' 

Then wise Pcnetope made answer to her: ' Dear nurse, it 
Is hard for thee, how wise soever, to spy out the purposes of 
the everlasting gods. None the less let ns go to my chik^ 
Uiat I may see the wooers dead, and him that slew tliem.* 
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With tfiatword she w«nt down from the upper chamber, 
and much her heart debated, whether ehe should stand apajt, 
and question her dear lord or draw nigh, and clasp and kiss 
his head and liancls. But when she had come wilhin and 
had crossed the threshold of stone, she sat down over 
against Odysseus, in the light of the fire, by the further wall. 
Now he was sitting by the tall pillar, looking down and wait- 
ing to know if perchance his nobl« wife would speak to him, 
when her eyes beheld lum. But she sat long in silence, anti 
amazement came upon her soul, and now she would look 
upon him steadfastly with her eyes, and now ag^ain she 
knew him not, for that he was clad in vile raiment. And 
Telemachus rebuked her, and spake and hailed her: 

' Mother mine, ill mother, of an ungentle heart, why 
tumest thou thus away from my father, and dost not sit by 
him and question him and ask him all ? No other woman 
in the wortd would harden her heart to stand thus aloof from 
her lord, who after much travail and sore had come to her in 
the twentieth year to his own country. But thy heart is 
ever harder than stone.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him, saying: 'Child, my 
mind is amazed within me, and I have no strength to speak, 
nor to ask him aught, nay nor lo look on him face to 
face, fiut if in truth this be Odysseus, and he hath indeed 
come home, verily we shall be ware of each other the more 
surely, for we have tokens that we twain know, even wc, 
secret from all others.' 

So she spake, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus smiled, 
and quickly he spake to Telemachus winged words : 'Tele- 
machus, leave now thy mother to make trial of me within 
the chambers ; so shall she soon come to a better knowledge 
than heretofore. But now I go filthy, and am clad in vile 
raiment, wherefore she has mc in dishonour, and as yet will 



nw allow ihat I am be. Let os then advise us how all ma; 
be for the very best. For whoso lias slain bat one man is a 
land, even one that leaves not many behind him to lake up 
Uie Teud foi him, rams outlaw and leaves his kindred and Hs 
own country ; but we have slain the very &tay of the city, the 
men who were far the best of all ihe noble youths In Ithaca. 
So this I bid thcc consiilcr.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, saj-ing : ' FatfacTt 
see thou to this, for ihey say ih-it thy counsel is far the best 
among men, nor might any otlier of mortal men contend 
wiih iliee. But right eagerly will wc go with thee now. 
and I think we shall not lack prowess, so far as might 
is ours.' 

And Od)-sseus of many counsels answered him saying: 
'Yea now, I will tell on what wise melhinks it is best Fint, 
go ye to the bath and array you in your doublets, and tnit 
the maidens in the chambers to tike to them their garmecls. 
Then let the divine minstrel, with his loud lyre in liand, lead 
off for OS the measure of llie aiiithful dance. So shall any 
man that hears the sound from without, whether a wayfutr 
or one of those that dwell around, say that It is a vedding 
feast. And thus ihc slaughter of the wooers shall not be 
noised abroad through the town before wc go forth to our 
well-wooded farm land. Thereafter shall we consider what 
gainful counsel the Olympian may vouchsafe us.' 

So he spake, and they gave good ear and hearkened to 
him. So first they went to the hath, and arrayed them in 
doublets, and the women were iippareUed, and the divine 
minstrel took the hollow harp, and aroused in them Uie 
desire of sweet song and of Ihe happy dance. Then the great 
liall rang round them with the sound of the feet of daaclog 
men and of fair-girdled women. And whoso beard it from 
without would eay : 



ODYSSSV XXIII^ M9->79- 



381 



' S«rely som? one has wedded the qaecn of many wooere. 
Hard of heart was she, nor had she courage to keep 
the great house of her wed<]e(] lord conlinualiy till his 
coming.* 

Even so men spake, and knew not how these things were 
ordained. Meanwhile, the house-dame Eur/nome had bathed 
the great-hearted Ody^seiiswitbin his house, and anointed him 
with olive-oil, and cast aboui him a goodly mantle and a 
doublet. Moreover Athene shed great beauty from his head 
downwards, and made him greater and more mighty to behold, 
and from his head caused deep cuiling locks to flow, hke 
[he hyacinth flower. And as when some skilful man over- 
lays gold upon silver, one that Hephaestus and Pallas 
Athene have tauglit all manner of craft, and full of grace is 
his handiwork, even so did Athene shed grace about his 
head and sliouldcrs, and forth from the bath iie came, in 
form like to the Immortals, Then he sat down again on the 
high seat, whence he had arisen, over against his wife, and 
Epake to her, sa)'ing : 

'Strange lady, surely to thee above al! womankind Ihe 
Olympians have given a heart that cannot be softened. No 
other woman in the world would harden her heart 10 stand 
thus aloof from her husband, who alter much travail and sore 
had come to her, in the twentieth year, to his own country. 
Nay come, nurse, slrcw a bed for me to lie all alone, for 
assuredly her spirit within her is as iron,' 

Then wise Penelope answered him again: 'Strange man, 
I have no proud thoughts nor do 1 think scorn of ihee, nor 
am 1 too greatSy aslonied, but I know right well what manner 
of man thou wen, when thou wentest forth out of Ithaca, on 
ibc long-oaied galley. But come, Eurycleia, spread for him 
the good bedstead outside the slablished biidat chamber 
L that he built himself. Thither bring }'c fortii the good 



bedstead and cut bedding th^too, even fleeces and ngt 
Bod sluoiog blankets.' 

So she spake and made trial of her lord, but Od^resem tn 
tore displeasure spaic to hiB true wife, saying : 'Verily a 
billet word is this, ladf, that thoo bast spoken. Who ha 
set m^ bed otherwhere ? Hard it would be for one, bov 
skilled BO erer, unless a god were to come that might casi^ 
set it iu another place, if ao he ^rould. But of men there is 
none living, howsoever strong in his youth, that could ligfaOjr 
upheave it, for a great marvel is wrought in the faahion of 
the bed. and it was I that made it and iMue other. There 
wa« growing a bush of oU>'<, Ion? of lca( and moat goodi; 
of growth, within the ioDcr court, and the stem as large as a 
pillar. Round about this I built the chamber, till I hail 
finished It, with stones close set, and 1 roofed it over well aod 
added thereto compacted doon fitting welL Next I abeam) 
otf all the light wood of the long-tcavcd olive, and rough- 
bewed the Ininic upwards &om the root, and smoothed it 
around with the sdie, well and skilfully, and niade straight 
the tine thereto and so fashtooed it into the bed-post, 
and 1 bored it all with the auger. Beginning from this bed- 
post, I wrought at the bedstead till I had finished it, and 
made it fair with inlaid work of gold and of silver and 
of ivory. Then I made fast therein a bright purple band 
of oxhide. Even so I declare to thee this token, and I know 
not, lady, if the bedstead be yet fast in his places or if some 
man has cut away the stem of the oUve tree, and set the 
stead otherwhere.' 

So be spake, and at once her knees were loosened, 
her heart melted within her, as she knew the sure tokens 
Odysseua sliowcd her. Then she fell a weeping, and ran 
straight toward him and cast her hands about bia iteck, 
and kiucd his head and itpakc^ aaying : 
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' Nrarmur not against me, Odysseus, for lho« wert ever 
at otiier limes ihe ■wisest of men. It is the gods that five us 
Borrow, the gods who were jealous that we shouid abide 
together and have joy of our youth, and come to lh« 
thrcEhold of old age. So now be not wroth with me hercat 
nor full of indig;nation, because I did not welcome ihce 
gladi; as now, when first I saw thee. For always my heart 
within my breast shuddered, for fear lest some man should 
come and deceive me with his words, for many they be that 
devise gainful Echemes and evil. Nay even Argive Helen, 
danghter of Zeus, would not have Iain with a stranger, and 
talcen him for n lover, had she known that the warlike sons 
of the Achaeans would bring her home again lo her own dear 
country. Howsoever, it was the god that set her upon this 
shaiuefol deed ; nor ever, ere that, did she lay up in her heart 
the thought of this folly, a bitter folly, whence on us too first 
cwnc sorrow. But now thai thou hast told all the sure tokens 
of our bed, which never was seen by morlal man, save by 
thee and me and one maiden only, the daughter of Actor, 
that my father gave me ere yet I bad come hither, she who 
kept the doors of our strong bridal chamber, even now dost 
thou bend my soul, all ungentle as it is.' 

Thus she spake, and in his heart she stirred yet a greater 
longing to lament, and he wept as he embraced his beloved 
wife and true. And even as when the sight of land is 
welcome to swimmers, whose well-wrought ship Poseidon halh 
smitten on the deep, all drivenwillilhewind and swelling waves, 
and hut a remnant hath escaped the grey sea-water and swum 
to the shore, and their bodies are all crusted with the brine, 
and gladly have they set foot on land and escaped an evil end; 
so welcome to her was the sight of her lord, and her white 
ftrms she would never quite let go from hia neck. And now 
wotild tb« losy-fingered Dawn have risen upon their weeping. 
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but the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, bad other thoughts. The 
nighi she held long in the utmost West, and on the other side 
she stayed the golden-throned Dawn by the stream Oceanus, 
and stifTered her not to harness the swif^-fooied steeds that 
bear light to men, Lampus and Phacthon, the steeds ever 
younjTi that bring the morning. 

Then at the last, Odysseus of ma.ny counsels splice to his 
wife, saying : ' Lady, we have not yet come to the issue of 
k11 our labours ; but still there will be toil unmea.<nired, long 
and difficult, that I must needs bring to s full end. Even so 
the spirit of Teiresias foretold to me, on that day when I went 
down into the house of Hades, to inquire after a returning; 
for myself and my company. Wherefore come, lady, let 09 
to bed, ihiit forthwith we may take our joy of rest beneath 
the spell of sweet sleep.' 

Then ■;\ise Penelope answered him : ' Thy bed verily 
shall be ready whensoever thy soul desires it, forasmuch 
as the gods have indeed caused thee to come back to 
thy stablished home and thine own country. But now 
that thou hast noted it and the god has put it into thy 
heart, come, tell me of this ordeal, for methmks the day will 
come when I must learn it, and timely knowledge is no hurt' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: 
■Ah, why now ait thou so Instant with me to declare it? 
Yet I will tell thee all and hide nought. Howbeit thy heart 
bhall have no joy of it, as even I myself have no pleajure 
therein. For Teiresias bade me fare to many cities of men, 
carrying a shapen oar in my hands, till I sliould come to such 
men as know not the i>ea, n>eithcr eat meat navoured with sak, 
nor have they knowledge of ships of purple cheek Dor of 
shapen oars, which serve for wings 10 ship*. And he told 
mc this with manifest token, which I will not hide from thee. 
In the day when another wayfarer shotild meet mc and say th 



1 had a winnowing fan on my stout shoulder, even then he bade 
me make fast my shapen oar in the earth, and do goodly sacri- 
fice to tlie lord Poseidon, even with a ram and a bull and a boar, 
the mate of swine, and depart for home, and offer holy heca- 
tombs to the deathless gods, thai keep the wide heaven, to 
each in order due. And fiora the sea shall mine own death 
come, the gcnllest death that may be, which shall end roe, 
foredone with smooth old age, and the folk shall dwell 
happily around. All this, he said, was to be fulfilled,' 

Then wise Penelope answered him sajing : ' If indeed the 
gods wi2I bring about for thee a happier old age at llie last, 
then is there hope that thou mayest yet have an escape 
from evil.' 

Thus they spake one to the other. Meanwhile, Eur)n,ome 
and l)ie nurse spread ihe t>ed witli soft coverlets, by ihe 
light of the torches burning. But when they had busied 
litem and epread the good bed, the ancient nurse went back 
to her chamber to lie down, and Eurynome, llie bower- 
maiden, guided them on their way to the couch, with torches 
ia her hands, and when she had led them to the bridal- 
chamber she departed. And so they came gladly to the 
rites of their bed, as of old. But Telemachus, and the 
neatherd, and the swineherd siayed their feet from dancing, 
and made the women to cease, and themaelves gat them 10 
rest through tlic bhadowy iiallg. 

Now whetk the twain had taken their fill of sweet love, 
they had delight in the tales, which they told one to the 
Other. The fair lady spoke of all that she had eiwliired 
in the halls at the si,?ht of the ruinous throng of wooers, 
who for her sake slew many cattle, kine and goodly sheep; 
and many a cask of wine was broached. And in turn, 
Odysseus, of the seed of Zeus, recounted all the griefs he 
bad wrought on men, and all hi^ own travail and sorrow, 
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ud she VF-as delighted vriU) ttic story, and sweet sleep fell 
not ujioii ber eyflids till the talc waft ended. 

He began by setting Corlli how lie overcame the Ci- 
cones, and next arrived at the rich land of the Lotus-eaters, 
and all lliat the Cyclops wrought, and what a price he got 
frota him for the good companions that he devoiued, and 
showed no pity. Then how he came to Aeolus, who re- 
ceived him gladly and sent him on his way; but it was not 
yet ordained that he should reach his own country, for the 
jtorra-wind seized bim ag:ain, and bare him over the teeming 
seas, nialiing grievous moan. Next liow he came to Tclc- 
pylus of the Laei^lrygoniaiis, who brake his ships and slew all 
his goodly-greavecl companions, and Odysseus only escaped 
with his black ship. Then he told sU ilie wiles and many 
connivances of Ciice, and how in a benched ship he fared 10 
ihe dank house of Hades, lo seek to ihe soul of Thcban 
Teiresias. There he beheld all those that had been his com- 
panions, and his mother who bore him and nurtnred him, while 
yet he was a little one. Then how he heard the sonji; of the 
full-voiced Sirens, and came to the Rocks Wandering, and 
lo terrible Charybdis, and to Scylla. that never yet haw men 
avoided scatheless. Kext he told how liJs company slew the 
kine of Helios, and how Zeus, that thunders on high, smote 
the swift ship with the flaming bolt, and the good crew 
perished all together, and he alone escaped from evil fcites. 
And how he came 10 the isle Ogy^pa, and to the n)Tnph 
Calypso, who kept him there in her hollow caves, longing to 
have him for her lord, and nurtured him and said that she 
would make him never to know death or age all his days: 
yet she neverwon his heart wilbin his breast. Next how with 
greal toil he came lo the Plueaciims, who gave him all wor- 
ship heartily, as 10 a god, and sent him with a ship to his own 
dear country, with gifts of bronze, and of gold, and raiment 



in plenty. This was the last word of the tale, when sweet 
deep came speedily upon him, sleep that loo&eas the limbs 
of men, unknitting the cares of his souL 

Then the goddess, grey-cjcd Athene, turned to nev 
thoughts. ^Vhen siie conceived that Odysseus had taken 
his fill of love and steep, slraig-hiway she aroused from out 
Oceanus the golden-thioned Dawn, to bear light to men. 
Then Odysseus gat him up fiom liis soft bed, and laid this 
charge on his wife, saying: 

' Lady, already have we had enough of labours, thou and 
I ; thou, in weeping here, and longing for my troublous 
return, I, ■while Zeus and the other gods bound me fast in 
pain, despite my yearning after home, away from mine own 
country. Bui now that we both have come to the bed of our 
desire, take thou thought for the care of my weaUh within the 
halis. But as for the sheep that the proud wooers have &lain, 
I myself will lift many more as spoil, and others the Achae:ins 
will give, till they fill all my folds. But now, behold, I go 
to the well-wooded farm land, to see my good father, who 
for love of me has been in sorrow continually. And this 
charge I lay on thee, lady, too wise though thou art to need 
it Quickly will the bruit go forth with the rising sun, the bruit 
concerning the wooers, whom I slew in the halla Wherefore 
ascend with the women thy handmaids into the upper chamber, 
and sit there and look on no man, nor ask any question." 

Therewith he girded on his shoulder his goodly armour, 
and roused Telemachus and the neatherd and the swine- 
herd, and bade them all take weapons of war in Iheir hands. 
So they were not disobedient to his word, but clad them- 
selves in mail, and opened the doors and went forth, and 
Odysseus led the way. And now there was light over all the 
earth; but them Athene hid in night, and quickly conducted 
out of the town, 
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The Itluuni iMBy (he tmMMn ud sitting in wtmcfl resoln an mvmji. 
And eomiag nttiJt the tiMlse o( Lnertet, are net by mjriuim. imd Latn* 
inilb T«l«iniKhu* And »crnu)t*. tie wboh (nmbm tnlve, mad m on- 
'fiooic, and ■ubtniL 



Now Cyllcnian Hcrmca called forth from the lulb Uic 
BOUls of ihe wooers, and tie held in his hand his wand 
that is fair and golden, wherewith he iuits ihe ej-cs of 
men, of whomso be vill, while otbcis again he evta 
vakcns out of sleep. Herewith he roused and led tbe 
eouls who followed gibbering. Am) even as bats flit E^ibbcT* 
ing in the secret place of a wondrous cax-e, when one 
has fallen down out of ihe roct from the duster, and they 
ding each to each up alof^ even go the souls gibbered as 
Ihey fared togcihcr, and H<rnies, tlie helper, led ilietn down 
the dank ways. Past the streams of Oceanus and the White 
Rodt, past the gates of the Sun they sped and the land 
of dreamg, and soon th^y catne to the mead of SEphodel, 
where dwell the souls, the phantoms of men outwon. 
There they found ihe aoul of Achilles son of Pelcus, and 
the souls of Patroclus, and of noble Aniilochus. and of Aia^ 
who in face and form was goodliest of all th«^ Danains after 
the noble son of PeVus. 

So these were floclcin;; round Achilles, and the spirit ol 
Agamemnon, son of At reus, drew nigh sorrowful; and 
about him were galhcivd all the other shades, as many as 
perished with him in the house of Aegisthus, and met their 
doom. Now the soul of ih« son of Pclcus spake to him 
first, saying: 

'Son of Atreus, verily we deemed thai thou above all 
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other heroes wasi evermore dear to Zeus, whose joy is in the 
(hunder, seeing that thou wast lord over warriors, many and 
mighty men, in the land of the Trojans where we Achaeans 
EuiTered affliction. But lo, Ihee too VfH deadly doom [o visit 
early," the doom that none avoids of all men born. Ah, 
would chat in the fulness of thy princely honour, thou hadst 
met death and fate in the land of the Trojans 1 So would 
all the Achaean host have buildcd t!iee a barrow, yea and for 
thy son thou woukist have won great glory in the aflcrtime. 
But now it Itas been decreed for thc< to perish by a most 
pitiful death.' 

Then the soul of ihe son of Atreus answered, and spalce: 
' Happy art thou son of Peleus. godlike Achilles, tliat didst 
die in Troy-land far from Argos, and about thee fell others, 
the best of the sons of Trojans and Achaeans, fighiing 
for ihy body; but thou in the whirl of duat layest mighty 
and mightily fallen, forgetful of thy chivalry. And we 
strove the livelong day, ncir would we ever have ceased ftom 
the fight, if Zeus had not stayed us with a ternpest. Anon 
when we had borne thee to Ibe ships from out of the battle, 
we laid thee on a bier and washed thy fair flesh clean with 
warm water and unguents, and around thee the Danaans 
shed many a hot tear and shore their hair. And forth 
from the aea came thy mother with the deathless maidens 
of the walei's, when they heard the tidings; and a wonderful 
wailing rose over the deep, and tremblin/j fell on the limbs of 
all the Achaeans. Yea, and they would have sprung up and 
departed to the hollow ships, had not one held them back 
that knew much lore from of old, Nestor, whose counsel 
proved heretofore the best. Out of his good wiU h« made 
harangue, and spa^e among them : 

• Remdint; nrSi. 




' " Hold, }v Aigu'cs, ilee not, young lords of ibe Acbaeans. 
Lo, his mother fiom ihe sea Is abe ihat comes, with the 
dcatlilcss maidens of tbe waters, to belioM tlie hce of ber 
dead son." 

' So be spake, and the bigh-heaitcd Acbacans ceased from 
tbetr fligltt. Then touiu) llice siood the daugliicrv of ilie 
aodcDl one of the sea, holding % pitifol lament, and thc^ 
clad thee about in raiment incorruptible. And all tbe nice 
Miues one to the otlicr rcpl^ins with sn-cet voices began ibe 
dirge ; tbere ihoa wooldest not have seen an Argive but wept, 
to mightily rose op the clear cbanL Thus for seventeen dap 
And nights conlinualt/ did we ail bewail tbce, imnuKlal 
gods and mortal meru On the eighteenth da/ we gave tb; 
bodjr (o the Bamcs, and m\ny wcll-fatted sheep wc slew 
MTOund thee, and kinc of shambling gait. So thou wot 
burned in the garments of the gods, and in much ungueois 
|.Uid in sweet honey, and nuny heroes of the Achaeaas 
moved m^-clad around the pyre when thou wast btimiogi 
both footmen and horse, snd great was the noi» lliat arose. 
But when the flame uf Hephaestus had utterly aboli^ed 
ihcc, lo, in the morning vc gathered together thy white 
bones, Achilles, and bestowed them in unmiited wiDc and in 
unguents. Thy mother gave a twy-liandled golden um, and 
said that it was the gift of Dionysus, and the wotl:manship 
of renowned Hephaestus. Therein lie thy white boncsv 
great Achilles, and mingled therewith (lie hones of Patro- 
citu son of ?>Icnoctias, that is dead, but apart is the dust of 
Antilachus, whom tliou didst honour above all thy otber 
companions, after Palroclus that was dead. Then over them 
&d we pile a great and goodly tomb '*, wc the holy host of 
Argive warriors, high on a jutting headland over wide 
Hellespont, that it might be far seen from ofi* the sea by 
men that now are, and by those that shall be hereafter. 



Then thy inotbcr uked the gods for glorious prizes in the 
games, and set them in ihe midst of the lists for the cham- 
pions of the Achaeans. In days pasl thou hast been at the 
funeral games of many a hero, wheoso, after some king's 
death, the young men gird themselves and make them ready 
for the meed of victory ; but couldst ihou have seen these gifts 
Ihou wouldst roost have marvelled in spirit, such glorious 
prizes did the goddess set there to honour thee, even Thetis, 
the silver-footed ; for very dear wert thoii lo the gods. Thus 
not even in death hast thou lost ihy name, but to thee shall 
there be a fair renown for ever amon^ all men, Achilles. But 
*(?hat profit have I now herein, that 1 have wound up the clew 
of war, for on my rclum Zeus devised for me an evil end 
St the hands of Aegislhug and my wife accursed I' 

So they spake one to the other. And nigh them came the 
Messenger, the slayer of Argos, leading down the ghosts of 
the wooers by Otiysseus slain, and the two heroes were 
amazed at Ihc sight and went straight toward them. And 
the soul of Agamemnon, son of Atreus, knew the dear son 
of Melaneus, renowned Amphimedon, who had been his 
faosi, having his dwelling in Ithaca The soul of the son of 
Atreus epate to him first, saying ; 

* Amphiraedon, what hath befallen you, that ye have come 
beneath the darkness of earth, all of you picked men and of 
like age f it is even as though oite should choose out and 
.gather together the best warriors in a city. Did Poseidon 
tmite you in your ahips and rouse up contrary winds and iha 
long waves? Or did unfriendly men, perchance, do you hurt 
upon the land as ye were cutting oif their oxen and fair 
flocks of sheep, or while they fought lo defend their city and 
the women thereof? Answer and tell me, for I avow me a 
friend of thy house. Rememberest thou not the d.iy when I 
came to youi house in Ithaca with godlike Menelaus, to urge 



Odjtxos to fellov wiih me to Dios on the decked ships f 
And it ih-as a full month ere we had sailed all across the 
wide sea. for scirce coold we win to our cause Odysseus, 
waster of cities.' 

Then the ghost of Ampliimcdon answered him, and 
Spoke : ' Most famous son of Atreos, king of men, Aga- 
memnon, I remember all these diings, O fosterling ofZeiu. 
as ibou dcclarest ihcm, and I in turn will tell thee all the tale 
well and truly, even our dealli and evil end. on what wise i: 
befell. We wooed the wife of CMysscus that was long afar, 
and she neither refused the hated bridal nor was minded to 
make an end, de\'isinj|f for ns death and black fate. AUo this 
other uiie she contii^vd in her heart She set up in her 
balls a mighty web, fine of woof and vcrj' wide, whereat she 
would weave, and anon slie spake among us : 

' " Ye princely youths, nay wooers, now that goodly Odys- 
seus is dead, do ye abide patiently, how eager soever to 
speed on this marriage of mine, iQl I finisb the robe. I 
would not that the threads perish to no avail, even this 
shroud for the hero I^ertcs, against the day when the ruinons 
doom shall brinj; him low, of death that lays men at 
their length. So shall none of the Achaean women in the 
land count it blame in me, as well might be, were bo 10 
lie wiiiiDut a winding-i^eet, a man that had gotten great 
poBsessJons." 

' So spaltc <Lhc, and our high hearts consented thereto. So 
then in the daytime she would weave the mighty web, and 
In the night unravel the same, when she had let place the 
torches by her. Thus for the space of tlirec years she hid 
the thing by guile and won the minds of the Achaeans; but 
when the fourth year arrived and the season<i came round, 
«$ the months waned and many days were accomplished, 
then it was that one of her women who knew all declared it. 



and we Tcmnd her unravelling ihe splendid web. Thus she 
finished it perforce and sore a.gainst her will. Now when 
she brought (he robe to light, after she had woven the great 
web and washed it, and it shone even as sun or moon, at that 
vcrj' hour some evil god led Odysseus, I know notwhence, to 
the upland farm, where the swineherd abode in his dwelling. 
Tlulhcr loo came the dear son of divine Odysseus out of 
sandy PyloSj voyaging with his black ship. These twmn 
rmtned an evil death for the wooers, and came to the 
renowned town. Odysseus verily came the later, and Telem- 
achus went before and led the way. Now the swineherd 
brought Odysseus clatl in vile raiment, in the likeness of a 
beggar, a wretched man and an. old, leaning on a. stufi, and 
behold, he was clad about in s&rry raiment. And none of us, 
not even the elders, could fenow him for that he was, on this 
his sudden appearing, but with oil words we assailed Iiim 
and htirled things at him. Yet for a wliile he hardened his 
heait (o endure both the hurlings and the evit words in his 
own halls ; but at the last, when the spirit of Zeus, lord of the 
aegis, arouiie'ii him, by the help of Telemachus he took up all 
the goodly weapons, and laid them by in the inner chamber 
ant! drew the bolts. Next in his great craft he bade his wife 
to offer his bow and store of grey iron to the wooers to be 
th« weapons of our contest, luckless that we were, and the 
beg;inning of death. Now not one of us could stretch the 
string of the strong bow; far short we fell of that might. 
But when the great bow came to the hsinds of Odysseus, then 
we all clamoured and forbade to give him the bow, how much 
soever he might speak, but Telemachus alone was instant with 
him and commanded him to take it. Then he took the bow 
into his bands, the steadfast goodly Odysseus, and lightly 
he strung it, and sent the arrow through the iron. Then 
straight he went to the threshold and theie took his stand, 
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and poured forth the swift arrows, glancing Icrribljr around, 
and smote the kmgAntinous. Theieafteron the othera he Ictfly 
his bolts, winged for <lealh, with straiglit aim, and ihe wooers 
fell thicit one upon another. Then was it known how that 
gome god was their helper, for pressing on as their passion 
drave ilictn, they slew ihe men riglit and left through itie haUs, 
and tlience there arose a hideous moaning, as heads were 
smitten and the floor all ran with blood. So wc perished, 
Agamemnon, and even now our bodies lie uncared for in the 
halls ofOdyeseuB, for the friends of each one at home as yet 
know nought, even they who might wash the black-cloited 
blood out of our woundg, and layout the bodies and wail the 
dirge, for that is the due of the dead.' 

Then the ghost of the son of Alreua answered hira : ' Ah, 
happy son of LaerteS, Odysseus of many devices, yea, for 
a wife moat excellent hast thou gotten, so good was the 
wisdom of constant Penelope daughter of Icarius, that was 
duly mindful of Odysseus, her wedded lord. WhercfoTC 
the fame of her virtue shall never perish, but tlw immortals 
will make a gracious song in the ears of men on earth to the 
fame of constant Penelope. In far other wise did the 
dawghter of Tyndareus devise ill dueds, and slay her wedded 
lord, and hateful shall the song of her be among men, and 
an evil repute hath she brought upon all womankind, evea 
on the upright.' 

Even 50 these twiiiti Spake One to the other, standing ia 
the house of Hades, beneath the secret places of ibe carlb. 

Now when those others had gone down from the city, 
quickly they came to the rich and well-ordered farm land of 
Laertes, that he had won for himself of old, as tbc prize of 
great toil in war. There was his house, and all about it ran 
the huts wherein the thralls ^-cre wont to cat and dwell and 
sleep, bondsmett that worked hU will. Aod In the bouse 



there was an old Sicilian woman, who diligently cared for the 
old man, in tlie upland far Trom the city. Tliere Odysseus 
spake to hia ihraUs and to his son, saying: 

'Do ye now get you witliin ihc well-builded house, and 
quickly Sacridce the liest of the Swine for the midday meiil, 
but ] will make iriat of my father, whether he will know me 
again and be aware of me wjien he sees me, or know roe 
not, so long have I been away.' 

Therewith he gave ihe tliralla hia weapons of war. Then 
lliey went speedily to the house, while Odysseus drew near 
to the fniitfu! vineyard to make trial of hia father. Now he 
found not Dolius there, as he went down into the great 
garden, nor any of the thralls nor of their sons. It chanced 
that they had all gone to gather stones for a garden fencej 
and the old man at their head. So be found his father alone 
in the terraced vineyAid, digging al>out a plant. He was 
clothed in a 6!thy doublet, patched and unseemly, with 
clouted leggings of oshlde bound about his legs, ag^nst the 
scratchsa of the thorns, and long sleeves over his hands b^ 
leason. of the brambles, and on his head he wore a goatskin 

,p, and 50 be nursed his sorrow. Now when the steadfast 
idly Odysseus saw his father thus wasted with age and 
in great grief of heart, he stood still beneath a tail pear tree 
and let fall a tear. Then he coninitined with his heart and 
soul, whether he sliotiM fall on bis father's neck and kiss 
liim, and tell him all, how he had returned and come to his 
own country, oc whctlicr be should first qucEtion him a-ud 
prove him in evfry word. And as be thought within himself, 
this seemed to him the better way, namely, first to prove his 
father and speak to him sharply. So with this intent the 
goodly Odysseus went up to him. Now he was holding 
his htati down and kept digging about the plant, while his 
renowned s&n stood by tiim and spake, saying : 






' Old man, iliou basL no l;ii,k ot aklll in tcDdiog » ^anim ; 
lo, ibou care»t veil for ^ ', DOT is there aught wbuaoever, eiihtr 
plant or fi^-tree, or vine, yea, or diw, or pear, or garden-bed 
in all the close, that U not veil seen to. Yet anoUier ifaa^ 
will I ten diee and Itf DOt up wraib tbereat in tli/ bein. 
Thyself srl aarcc so »«tl cared for, but a pitiful old ^c il 
on thee, and withal thou a/t withered and unkempt, and dad 
un^ecml)-. It cannol be to punish ih/ sloib that thy nuut 
cares not for dtee; there shows noihing of the slave ahoui ibj 
face and stature, for thou art like a kingly man. even like 
one vbo should lie soft, vben he has washed and eaten nil, 
as is the manner of the aged. But come declaim me litis 
and plainly tell tt all Whose [hrall art thou, and vhose 
garden dost thou tend i I'ell me moreover truly, that I nuj i 
surely know, if it be indeed to Ithaca that I am now come, at 
one yonder told me who met with me but now on the nai 
bitlier. He wiis hut of little understanding, for tic deigned 
not to tell me all nor to heed my saying, when I questioneO 
him concerning' my friend, whether indeed he is yet aliv% 01 1 
is even now dead ajid within ilie bouse of Hades. For I 
will declare it and do thou mark and listen : once did I kindlv 
entreat a man in mine own dear counlr)', who came to out 
home, and never yet has any mortal been dearer of all the 
strangers U1.1C have drawn to my bou£C from a^r. He de- 
clared him to be by lineage from out of Ithaca, and said Ibti 
his own father was Laertes son of Arceisiiis, So I led him 
to our balls und gave him good entertainment, with all 
loving-kindness, out of the plenty that was within. Such gifls 
too I g.ive him ss are the due of guests ; of well wrouglrt 
gold I gave him seven talents, and a mixing bowl of ' 
flowered woik, all of silver, and twelve cloaks of siogie 

• Supplying ^pxoroi- from tlio preceding cIauk m olgcct 10 ft«. 
Other Guiittiucli-oni ite jiutMblc. 
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fold, and aa many covcrleis, and as niRny goodly mantles 
tnd doublets to boot, and besides all ihese, four women 
skilled in all lair works and most comply, the women of his 
choice.' 

Th<n his father answered him, weeping ■ 'Stranger, thou 
arc verily come 10 that country whereof thou askest, hut 
outrageous men and froward bold it And these ihy gifts, thy 
countless gifts, thou (tid»t bcslow in vain. For if thou hadst 
found that man yet livmg in the land of Ithaca he would have 
sent thee on ihy way with good return of thy presents, and 
with all hospitality, as is due to the man that begins the 
kindness. But come, declare me this and plainly tell me all ; 
bow many years arc passed since thou didst entertain him, 
tliy guest ill'fated and my cliild, — ^if ever aucb an one there 
was, — hapless man, whom far from his friends and bis country's 
soil, the fishes, it may be, have devoured in the deep sea, or 
on the shore he has fallen the prey of birds and beasts. His 
mother wept not over him nor clad him for burial, nor his 
father, we that begat him, Nor did bis bride, whom men 
sought with rich gifts, the constant Penelope, bewail her 
lord upon the bier, as was meet, nor c1ot>ed his eyes, as is 
(he due of the departed. Moreover, tell me this Inity, that 
I may surely know, wlio art tbou and whence of the sons 
of men ? Where is thy city and where are they that begat thee? 
Where now is thy swift ship moored, that brought thee thither 
with thy godlike company ? Hast thou come as a passenger 
on another's ship, while iheyset thee ashore and went away? 

Then Odysseus of many counsels ansvvered him, saying ; 
'Yea now, I will tell thee all most plainly. From out of 
Alybas I come, where I dwell in a house renowned, and am the 
SOB of Apheidas the son of Polypemon, the prince, and my 
own name is Eperitus, Rut some god drave me wandering 
hither from Sicaiiia against mj- will, and yonder my ship is 
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moored toward the uplajiij away from the dty. But for 
Odysseus, (his is now the fifth year since he went thence and 
departed out of my country. Ill-faled was he, and yet he had 
birds of good omon when he fared away, birds on the right; 
wherefore I sped him gladly on his road, and gladly he 
departed, and the heart of us twain hoped y«I to meet in 
friendship on a day and to give splendid gifts.' 

So be spake, and on tbe old man fell a hlach cloud of 
sorrow. With both his hands he clutched the diut and 
asiies and showered ihem on his gray head, with ceaselesa 
groaning. Then the heart of Odysseus was moved, and up 
through his nostrils throbbed anon the keen sllng of sor- 
row at the sight of his dear father. And he sprang towards 
bim and fell on his neck and kissed him, saying : 

' Behold, I here, even I, nay father, am the lain of whom 
thou aslcest ; in the iwetitielh yesj am I come to mine own 
country. But stay thy weeping and tearful lamentation, for 
I will tell thee all clearly, though great need there ia of haste. 
I have slain the -wooers in our halls and avenged their bitter 
Bcorn and evil deeds.' 

Then Laertes answered him and spake, saying : 'If thou 
art indeed Odysseus, mine own child, that art come hither, 
show me now a manifest token, that I may be assured.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered bim saying! 
'Look first on this scar and consider it, that the boar dealt 
me with his while tusk on Paniassus, whither 1 had gone, and 
thou didst send me forth, thou and my lady mother, to 
Aulolycus my mother's faihcr, to get the gifts which when 
he came hither he promised and covenanted (o give me. Hut 
come, and I will even tcU thee the trees through all the ter- 
raced garden, which thou gavest me once for mine own, tnd 
I was bogging of thee this and that, being but a little child, and 
following thee through the garden. Through these very trees 
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we were going, and thou didst tell me (he names of <ach of 
tfaem. Pear-trees ihirteen thou gavest me and ten apple- 
trees and figs two-score, and, as we went, thou didst name 
the fifty row3 of vines ihou wouMest give mc, whereof each 
one ripened at divers limes, witli all manner of dusters on 
their boughs, when ihe seasons of Zeus wrought mightily on 
them from on high.' 

So he spake, and straightway his knees were loosened, and 
his heart melted within him, as he knew the sure tokens that 
Odysseus showed him. About his dear son he cast his 
arms, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus caught him fainting 
to his breast. Now when he had got breath and his spirit 
came to him again, once more lie answered and spake, 
saying : 

' Father Zeus, verily ye gods yet bear sway 6a high 
Olympus, if indeed the wooers have paid for their infatuate 
pride! But now my heart is terribly afraid, lest straightway 
all the men of Ithaca come up against us here, and haste to 
send messengers everywhere to the cities of the Cephal- 
lenians.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 
' Talce courage, and let not thy heart be careful about these 
matters. But come, lei us go 10 the house that lies near the 
garden, for thither I sent forward Tclemachus and the neat* 
bcrd and the swineherd to get ready the meal as speedily as 
may be' 

After these words the twain set out to the goodly halls. 
Now when diey had come to the fair-lying house, Ihey found 
Tclemachus and the neatherd and the swineherd carving 
much lleeh, and niixing the dark wine. Meanwhile the 
Sicilian bandmaid bathed high-hearted Laertes in his bouse, 
and anointed him with olive-oil, and cast a fair mantle about 
him. Then Athene drew nigh, and made greater the limbs 
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of the shepherd of ihc peo[)le, uller slie made him ihan 
before and mightier to hehold. Then he wcni forth from 
the bath, and lib dear son marveiled at him, beholding him 
like to the deathless gods in presence. And uttering^ hU 
voice he spake to him winged vroids: 

• Father, surely one of the gods that are from everlasting 
hath made ihee goodlier and greater to behold.' 

Then wise Lacrlcs answered him. saying ; ' Ah, vould to 
father Zeus and Athene and Apollo, that st:ch as [ was 
when I took NerictiB, the stiblished castle on the foreland ol 
the continent, being then the prince of the Cephallenians, 
would that in such might, and with mail aboui. my shoulders, 
I had stood to aid thee yesterday in our house, and to beal 
bnck the wooers ; so should I have loosened xh< kneea of 
many an one of them in the halls, and thou shouldest have 
been gladdened in thiite inmost heartl" 

So they spake each ivith tlie otlier. But when the others 
had ceased from their task and made ready the feast, they 
8at down all orderly on chairs atid on high seats. Then 
they began to put forth their hands on tlte meat, and 
the old man Dolius drew nigh, and the old man's sont 
withal came tired from their labour in the fickls, for their 
mother, the aged Sicilian woman, had gone forth snd 
called them, she that saw to their living and diligently 
cared for the old man, now that old age had hid hold on 
him. So soon as tliey looked on Odysseus and took 
knowledge of him, they »iood still in the litlls in great 
ama7.cmcat. But Odysseus addressed them in gentle nordst 
saying ; 

' Old man, sit down to meat and do j-e forget your mar- 
velling, for long have we been eager 10 put forth otir bandi 
on the food, as we abode in the hall alway expecting your 
coming.' 
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So he sp,ike, and DoHus ran sintighc toward him 
stretching forth both his hands, and he grasped the hanJ 
of Od>-sseus and kissed it on the wrist, and uttering bis 
voice spake to hJtn winged words ! 

' Beloved, forasmuch aa thou hast come back to us who 
aore desired thee, and no longer thought lo see thee, and 
the gods have led thee home again; — hail to thee and 
welcome manifold, and ma./ the gods give thee all good 
fortune ! Moreover cell me this truly, that I may be stssured, 
whether wise Penelope yet knows well that thou hust come 
back hither, or whether we shall dispatch a messenger.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered saying : 'Old 
man, already she knows all ; what ne^d to busy thyself 
berewith?' 

Thereon the other sat him down again on his polished 
5etUe. And in like wise the sons of Dolius gathered about 
the renowned Odysseus, and greeted him well and clasped his 
bands, and then sat down all orderly by Dolius their father. 

So they were busy with the meal in the halb. Now 
Rtimoar the messenger went swiftly all about the city, 
telling the tale of the dire death and fate of the wooers. 
And ihe people heard it all at once, and thronged toge- 
ther from every side with sighing and groaning, before the 
house of Odysseus. And each brought forth his dead from 
the halls, and buried them; but those that came cut of 
other cities they placed on swift ships, and sent to fisher- 
folk to carry, each corpse to his own home. As for 
them Ihey all fared logelher to the assembly-place, in 
sorrow of heart. Wlicn they were all gathered and come 
together, Eupcithes arose and spake among them, for 
a comfortless grief lay heavy on his heart for his son 
Anlinous, the first m.an that goodly Odysseus had slain. 
Weeping for him he made harangue and spake among ihcm: 
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' Friends, a grcAt deed trul)* hath this man dcvi»cd agal 
the Acbacans. Some with liis ships be l«d svzy. mn 
mea and noble, and bis hollow sbips haih he lost. And 
uu«rlf lost of liis comj[>vijr, aitd others again, and ihott 
far the best of the C^phancntans he hath sl^a on tiig 
coming home. Up nov, berorc ever he gets him nnbij 
either to Pyios or to fair Elis, where the Epeians bear sway, 
let us go fortli ; else evtn herca^er shall we have shame of 
face for ever. For a scorn this is even for the ears of men 
unborn to hear, if we avenge not ourselves on the slayen 
of our tons and of our brethren. Life woutd no more 
be sweet to mc, but rather would I die straight^vay and be 
with the departed. Up, let us be going, lest these felWi 
be beforehand with tis and get tliem over the sea.' 

Thus he spake weeping, and pitjr fell on all the Achaeansi' 
Then came near to tliem Mcdon and tlie divine minstrt^ 
forth from the halls of Od;«scus, for that sleep had kt 
them go. They stood in Uie cuidst of the gathering, ud 
amMcmenl seized every man. Then Medon, wise of heart, 
spftke among them, sa)ing: 

• Hearken to me now. ye men of Ithaca, for surelv 
Odysseus planned not these deeds wiiliout the -will of the 
gods. Nay I mjgelf beheld % god immortal, svho stood 
h&rd by Odysseus, in the perfect semblance of Mentor; 
now as a deathless god was he manifest in front of 
Odysseus, cheering him, and yet again scaring the woocil 
he stormed through tlie hall, and they fell tliicic one on 
another.' 

Thus he spake, and pale fear gat hold of th« lintbt of iL 
Then the old man, the lord Halitherses, spake among thenv 
the son of Master, for he alone saw before and after. 
Out of his good will he made harangue and &pake amoo^ 
ibem, saying : 
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' Hearken to me now, ye men of Ilhaca, lo llie word llia-t 
I will say. Through your own cowardice, my friends, have 
these deeds come to pass. For ye obeyed not me, nor 
Mentor, the shepherd of the people, to make your sons 
cease from their foolish ways. A j^real villainy they wrought 
in their evil inratualion, waeting the wealth and holding in 
no regard the wife of a prince, while ihey deemed that 
he would never more come home. And now let things 
be on this wise, and obey my counsel. Let us not go forth 
against him, les.! haply some may Eind a bane of tlieir own 
bringing.' 

So he spaie, but they leapt np with a great cry, the more 
part of ihcm, while tlie real abodt; there togeUicr: for his 
coun»c] was not to ihe mind of the more part, but they gave 
ear lo Eupeiihes, and swiftly thereafter they rushed for their 
armour. So when, they had arrayed them in shining mail, 
they assembled together in front of the spacious town, 
And Eupeithcs led them in his witlessness, for he thouglit 
10 avenge the slaying of his son, yet himself was never to 
return, but then and there to meet his doom. 

Now Athene spake to Zeus, the son of Cronos, saying : 
'O Father, out father Cronides, ilironcd in the highest, 
answer and tell me what is now the hidden counsel of thy 
heart? Wilt thou yet fuither rouse up evil war and the 
terrible din of batde, or art thou mind«d to eet them at one 
again in friendship i ' 

Then Zeus, the gatherer of ilie clouds, answered her 
saying: ' My child, why dost thou thus straitly question mc, 
and ask me this ? Nay didst rot thou thyself devise lliis 
very thought, namely, that Odysseus should indeed Like 
vengeance on these men at his coming? Do as (hou wilt, 
but I will lell thee of the better way. Now thai goodly 
Odysseus hath wreaked vengeance on the wooers, let thcra 
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maUe a rirni covenant wgeiiier wiih sacrifice, and let him 
kin?; all his days, and let us bring about oblivion of tlie 
staying of tbeir children and their bretUri;n; so may both 
sides lov« one another as of old, and let peace and wealth 
abundant be their portion.' 

Theiewith he roused Athene to yet greater eagerness, 
and from the peaks of Olympus she came glancing down. 

Now when they had put from them the desire of honey- 
Bweet food, the steadfast goodly Odysseus began to speak 
among them, saying : 

' Let one go forth and see, lest the people bo already 
drawing near against tis.' 

So he spake, and the son of Dolius went forth at Us 
bidding, and stood on tlie outer threshold and eaw tfacm 
all close at hand. Then slraightway he spake to OdysMUj 
winged words: 

•Here they be, close upon us I Quick, let us to annsi' 

Thereon they rose up and arrayed them in their harness, 
Ody.'iseus and his men being four, and the six sons of 
Dolius, and likewise Laertes and Dotius did on their ar- 
mour, grey-headed as ihey were, warriors through sirtss of 
need. Now when they had clad them ia shining mail, 
they opened the gates and went forth and Odysseus led 
til cm. 

Then Athene, d.-iiiglitcr of Zeus, drew near ihcm in the 
likeness of Jlentor, in fashion and in voice. And the Mead- 
fast goodly Odysseus beheld her and was gl-ld, and straight- 
way he spake to Telemachus his dear son : 

' Telemachus, soon shalt thou Icam this, when thou thyself 
art got Co the place of the battle where the best men try the 
issue, — namely, not to bring shame on thy father's house, 
on us who in time past have been eminent for might and 
hardihood over all the world.' 



Then wise Telemachus answered him, saying : * Thou 
ehalt see me, if thou wilt, dear fatlier, in this tny mooil no 
wliit diagracinj thy line, according to thy word.' 

So spake he, and Laerles was glad and spake, saying: 
'What a day has diwn«d for me, kind gods; yea, a glad 
min am 1 1 My son and my son's son are vying niih one 
another in valour.' 

Then grey-eyed Athene stood beside Laertes, and spake 
to him: 'O son of Arceisius that art far the dearest of all 
my (Hends, pray first to Ilie grey-eyed maid and to fatlier 
Zeos, then swing tliy long spear aloft and hurl it straight^ 
way.' 

Therewith Pallas Athene breathed into him great strength. 
Then he prayed to the daughter of mighty Zeus, and straight- 
way swung his long spear aloft and hurled it, and smote 
Eupeilhes through his casque with the cheek-piece of bronze. 
The armour kept not out the spear that went clean through, 
and he fell with a crash, and his arms rattled about his 
body. Then Odysseus and his renowned son fell on the 
fore-fighters, and smote them with swords and two-headed 
spears. And now wouSd they have slain them all and cut 
oiF their return, had not Athene called aloud, ihe daughter 
of Zeus lord of the aegis, and stayed all the host of the 
enemy, saying : 

• Hold your hands from lierce fighting, ye men of Ithaca, 
that so ye may be parted quickly, wiihout bloodshed.' 

So spake Athene, and pale fear gat hold of them all. 
The arms fiew from their hands in thdr terror and fell all 
Upon th< ground, as the goddess uttered her voice. To the 
citjr they tcmed their stops, as men fain of life, and the 
Bteadfast goodly Odysseus with a terrible cry gathered himself 
together and hurled in on ihcm, like an eagle of lofty flight. 
Then in that hour the eun of Cronos east forth a flaming 



bolt, wad it fell at ihe feet of tbe grty-tyGd goddess, the 
daughter of Uw mighty Sire. Th«n gny'tyed Athene spoke 
to Odyswus. saying : 

' Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseas of maoy 
devices, refrain thee now and stay ihc sirirc of even-handed 
var, lest perchance the son of Cronos be angry with thee, 
evon Zeus of tbe far-bome voice.' 

So spake Athene, and he obeyed and was glad at heart. 
And tbereaftei Palhs Athene set a covenant between tfaem 
with sacrifice, she, the dauj^hicr of Zeus k>rd of tbe aegis, 
in ibe bkeness of Mentor, both in fashion and in voice. 



NOTES. 



Jton ', Pass i ; Book 1. ), 

Upit. 

It it diflicnit to deUmune wheLhei Itpii in Homer does oot somrlimes 
retain ili primiiive inea.aing of strong {set Curtius, Etym. No. 6n): in 
certain ptirosea tliis may peibaps be accepted, as an ardiuism. It is not 
obvious how else to explain, e.g. II. m-ii. 464 I<^ ii'ppv. II. n- S6 

f-uf^iAeaf Ifpif riKot, Od. Xuv. 81 tfp^a o-r/oriSi. Comlii nations hotrever 

sucb %s Upiv no\!t6por m llie text. ukI Itpir ^iiap Od. x. 56. easily admit 
tlie onJinaiy Miise. So loo in Itpdv jiivat, Upif Ti. pbrits«B which. >.re 
applied to princes, one may, iw in the epithet tfciot, trace llie i4ea oi 
laccc^ne^ wlLich attached to the kingly office. On the whole we have 
not felt %o sure of the mchiic usage as to ailopt It in our tnLntUlion. 



tfcTK ', PAUR T ; Book i. 14. 

The oHginal meaning of STdi was irig^Al (see Curtius, Eiym. No. i6g), 

and tiiTvivals of tbii aic round in the phrsKS /(iu STav, alSipa Nar. Tlie 
word ii coQiinOLily tdlteu to denote noble birth, but tills inleipretation 
often fttib. e.g. when Che term is used a? an epilhet of Philoetius the 
ncatbccd (Od. xxi, i^o), ^nd ft$an<pitjiet of placti. The gccat majoiliy 
of iiiilaiicrs where it is ^^«i, wlitllier of persons or places, seem best 
satisfied by under si an(ting it of the extemnl qunlity, biauly. It has vety 
lately, perbap^ never, a. m to! lefciei'^ce ; soracliniea the context directly 
excludes any snch nieMiiuj;. The difTituIly of translating afoi lies in this, 
that it was pfobalily more vague anil fiuctustirig than uny cO'n^poqdbg 
adjective in English. Special kinds of exoellence »'crc less iharply 
leparaled off from one another in tlie early pt-riod of the Greek language 
than they were later. The UWs of a/ivfunv illuitrote lliis. Similarly 
Froiswrt and Biantome apply rrapeclfiil icnni of moral c.icellenw to 
kulghtt and ladies whom they deuribe ai anything but mnral. 
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NOTES. 



KoTE ', Faob 3 ; S40K I 64. 
fpKOt &SJvngv, or tttlli-fud^ 

This phrtse, whidi regards tlie teelli as the hedge or ffflce wWcli 
piTOtccts the mouLh, is a precis patallc! to the Icvtanilit laia-gartr, i.e. 
leeth-gnrlh (Old English gartA, cncloiute). The Aitfeieace, howerer, 
b«iw«en the two «ii]'>i-cigionB is that the Icelandic is the common prose 
pHiAse in Qsc up to this day, while the Cteck b aickiiic and poelicaL 
The Icelmidic phiaic is of loo old a date in the langungc to be directly 
borrowed from the Greek ; it is the genuine metnphof o( a mililaty tge, 
in which the leelh were looked upon u the wall guarding the attie, 
thill is. the nidutlj. A long list miglil be drawn up of mtlaphoriol 
ripreKsion^ common lo tlouier and the Icelandic (sg^*, bat ir>ilep<rtdenl 
in origin, and pointing to similar uustoics »iid coiidiiioiit of life. 

For this rote we are indebted to tir. E. Mngniitson, tnnUaloi of 
'legends ai Iceland,' etc 



NoTi *. Pads 6; Book 1. im. 
Rtvcngi and Alonrmtnl. 

N^iroivDclBfO-flai, to 'devour without atonement.' The mtvti Uthe 
price paid for any oUkmx. from mere ra&eniss, tike thai of Etityalui (Od. 
viii. J£S), to man slaughter. Jt i« true thai Euijaltti (.Od. vlii. 400} b 
bidden lo make ameiuli to Oily^icus for liis insolence, ' with words and 
a gift' (Myjy, not roifp). Comimring Northern with Cre«k naiuiert, 
we find that a. braggart who has itiillcd Gictilr's Icmper it bidden, jtut 
like Euryaliti, to make atoiiemcot with a gift: but ihii, unlike Euiyalu^ 
he refuses to do, Avith f»tnl consequence*. So too. when Candoa bai 
been insulted in the camp of M.irsilc, Ving of ihc infidels, be rcorivGS 
a ioti of ■ atonement ' in the foim of a ptewnl of taJt.^Ckaniem J* 
Roland. 

To retiim to llie ' livcUhood unatcni:d for,' we tee what due atone- 
ment would have been, if Ody^scns Itdd cboicn the price rather than 
vongfiinee, in the speech of EiirymftchM (Od, yaA. jj), 'we will 
eodi pay thee lo the aniounl of Ihc worth frf twenty oxco, and give thtc 
bron»e and j^U, til! ihy heart be coijiforted.' In ilieevcnt of a nuf 
(Uying, the bind;cU took up the blood-feud, or, if they prefentd it, 
fttccpted ihc imr^i tbua Iliad ix. 633:^ 



Km fir tf» r« llaa•^t^^>lv ipoy^oi 
roii'^v 1^ nu nniGSi ISliaro rtCvijSiTor 
mi f' i iilv If ifiiif iiivti airov, w6XX' Amrtffni, 

' many ». man has taken a ^e for the slaying of Lu biollter or his son 
and the mBiulaj'er abidei at home, when he has paid a great price.* 
As A rale, however, blocd called for blood, nnd the manalayer hid to 
flee from the kindred who tools np the feud. Thos, lu take an Ice- 
landic example, even Cunuar af Lithend could not aiTord lo ' slay twice 
in llie same sloclt,' twice lo imCor Ihe anger of the same kindred. Thus 
Gunnar, oa the second slayuig in the same stoelt, had both to pay % 
price, and flee abroad Jor three ye-iri. and, if be did not fiee, ' then he 
was lo be iHain by [be kinsmen (if those he had killed.' Same shadow 
ofdiscrcdit fell, it appcais, on men who took a price instead of pm-suing 
Ibe feud, ciccjit in rare osm, as whsn the slaio man was violently and 
pCTVCTKly ill tlie wrong. As lo the July of vengeance compare NjftI 
(who will not Icnwc his biiming house when his sons arc slain) willi 
Xlupeithrt. Kjd snid, 'I will not go out, for I am aii old naD and 
little Slled lo avenge my sons, but iii shanie I will tiol live.' Old Eup- 
cilh>es said, ■ This would he a shame for men to hear, if ive avenged not 
ottr tons; for me I would not choose to live.' Heroic customs did not 
justify laying a a^A to avenge an injary less than mansUughter, ianicted 
on B kinsman. Thus Poseidon 'does not indeed liay Oilysscu^. for 
blinding the Cyclops, his son. but drives hi in wandering.* No Greek 
poet of the hetoic age could have ended the Odyssey without recon- 
ciling Odysseus and the kin of the w-oocrs. Il required the goJs' 
interference to abate the f^ud in this notable ease. This ia worth 
remembeting when the authorily of Book xiciv. is in question. Critics 
thought It superRnous wlien. they had lost tlie old sentiinent of revenge. 
It is m^ierlluous to icmaik that thc'piice.'asan alleniative to vengeance, 
ll n wide-spread ciisiom. Toiyff is (he tilii of the Maoris. 

Many tracs of these customs are foiind in Attic criminal law, which 
retaiced down to a late pcTLod mufb pf its primitive chataclcc. The 
Speech of Demosthenes against Arisiocrctn (55 '3-Ss) is especially 
B&tewarthy for the information it supplies about the ^oi'ival vi/coi, or 
laws of homicide. W'c lactt (he plirase rTjvoiyfl rfSfiyat in a law there 
cited (i Co) : we find that the duty of talcing up the feud still devolves 
upon the next of kin, ol if(Mcr^KDyT« (within the degree of second consin- 
sliip, Denn. ?p, iitJi), thtnigh the lighi of private vengeanee is abolished, 
and two tribunali, Ihe Areopagas and the Ephelx, inllict the penalty. 



Id c«K« of inrolunluy m nnptaoeditUed bomicide, ^riva* ditoi^ioi, ibt 
m«i»laf CT j£o«3 into exile uaiil he htt ajipcsEed (he kindred of tbe da4 
er unlil tht tUtcd lenn of tuch exile <■ yeM, ai vre leata from odia 
sources,) b*> ob[>t«<l. The ut of reooccilUlioa u deoMtd bj aUanrfo^ 
ilriiloe. I 77, cp. $ 71, ffaialnt. } ai. Stucart. ) (7 (simitaHjr oiMsu. 
MiJiai, i 43)- It may be aditctl that in Altic law ll)« price of bio) 

Nora ', pAoe la; Book i. 377-8, 
Tkt f*8va or &r»ilf/rw(. 

The /<Sra in Homer are bvariabljr gifn made bjr the nrooen lo tte 
hlhet Of kmgmcR of Ilit britle, (hut ia, the bHd^-pricc; tbr> toivmriutt 
dweller* on the Volga. The Grcd» of Ihe Homeric o^e virtually bon^t 
Ihtlr wlrn: cp. Amtollc, Pol. ii. 8, 4 19. t|xakmg of Ihc barbaric cslomi 
of ancient Gieeee. rit yvaJaai tMnmrwa vap' iiVA^\aa>. The Gilberof the 
bfide wai thxtitaii IttrvSs^iu 6iJjaTpa (OJ. li. i^;]), to accept certain Mbe 
at tlie price for hU daughier,— what b cillud 'coming to tcrnis aboBt 
l)ir n»nut|,-«' in Tliad liii. jAr {'nfipa . . . vvriifuBa . . . d/t^ 'Av'^- 
As a rule the woman would go to (be liighul bidder, hot in the cue of 
a &voiircd wooer it Geems to have brcn not imntitnl cither (o reenit (ic 
price and give the bride dFiiitt^i- (cp. A^memiioti't oiler to Achillea H, 
Ix. 141% or to retam a portion of the fdira after nuina£e (Od. i. 179, 
ii. 196), ai ti ittit the cu«(om Iti similar drcumstaocea anoi^ tb< 
Kanckaa b Ncv Caledonia. 

In PiiLclar tira is already uied in il3 later xait of ^if^ or demy 
(Pind Pjih, iif. 94: O!. K. lol. 

In Itomcrf«)ra, gifts from the wooera to the rather of the bride, arc 
dlilbgiilBhed on Ihe one hand from SUpa, glfii (lom the woom la tbt 
bride, Bitd on the other from fitikta, {ifU ttoai the &ther of the bride Is 
his dtufhtcr. 

Nore*,pAei ti; BookI. 349. 

The etymology and roeaiiiii^- of (hij word are not yet placed bcyood 
doutit. Two dcrivmtioni sie ofTered. 

I. From root AMH-whioh«pi»«r«inGr lU^vwi*. L*t. /aB-or, Ccna. 
Art-til. This dcriraticn i^liei rite (o Iwo uplanAttoni of (he word, 
which arc Rol eenernlly di&tinguiihed :— 



(o) ' Gnin-Ecttinf,' ' entcrpmae ;' ■ very »ppropriate *«isc if liX^i)- 
crai is a special epilhct of sn'fiiriiig men or Imilers. And so some 
c«inmenUtors lake il (e.g. Nitiseh on Odyss, i. 3(5, Pnley on Aesch. 
Thebt J70). But tw© out of the three passa^ci where it occur) io 
llomcr Icrtr^ rather to Cbcconclu&ion that, whatever bctlic exact mcaniiig 
»f the word, it is an epithet descriptive of mankind at large, not of 
merchantmen only. Such h the canteiit of OJ, i. 349, ' it it a9l miaiUcU 
vrho tsc in t~4Ult, but Zens, mcthinks. is in lault:*^ 

avipiatv i\^ari)aiv, Snoui lOiK^aiv, triarfi. 
Again, Od. siii, j6i, ' Oisilcichua who in wiiJc Crete' 

iytfoi ilvfrtiaiat rlita raxiio* Malioaiv, 
The context of the tliird pas=age, Oi vi, S, hartliy helps us to determine 
ubcChcr the woril has ihe wiiler or the narroiver application: 'Nauil* 
Uloui pUnicd thtm (the Pliaeacians) in Scherin ' 
litdi irSpSiif iXifiiiUT&iav. 

Aiivm\Rg. then, that it is a gecteric epithet of mAiiItind, we seem to 
lequii'e some more obvious and pHmilive description than ■ gaJa-gettingi* 
'cntcrpiiiing.* 

(fr) The KCOiid explanation supjilies us u-ith such s description. 
Those who adopt it fiorf in iht lOot i^^lLenolionof winning by effort: 
thus £^^70*7x1! wunlJ mean 'toilsome.' 'living by llie sweat of their 
brow," This interpret atioa b open to a different objection from Die 
lost. The sense thus given, is esccllent, but il is very questionable 
whelho' the proposed eiymology will yield it. The root dXip- in Greek 
sliowG no truce of the iJen of aciiviiy or l/iboyr^ which appears in the 
vognnlc word^in other InngiWEts. In Greek. UAifdi-m means 'lo bring 
ill, to fetch, a price.' and other derivalivci of the root aKtp- must bs 
tnlerpreieil mainly by the usage of this verb, and not by the primnry 
lacaaing of the root as it is revealeJ by comparative philology, a mean- 
ing which, while it is found elsewhere, is piiiely hypothetical iu Greek. 

t. The otber derivation, to which oa Ihe whole we iticliite. is from 
oA^ (Horn, Hym. Cer. loS), in the sen^e of dKijHToy, and tSai, 'barley- 
meal eating.' Thns we should have a vivid Homeric epithet, which 
teiMV on a striking and difTerenlialbg inatk of men. Its pitopcr place 
would he alonfiiiilc of AvSpl -yt aneifiayqi (Od. in, igi). Of the descrip- 
linn of men ai inl xOavl stray Unvrit (Od. vlii, ill. \x. fig, t TOI), 
*llil Ab Ipot'p'jt sapiriy ISa'-Tit (11 Kxl. 4''5). Civiliied DICQ IkS jA-f^VToi 
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ve thus ilbliiiguuhed from bouts Mid frora nvagct, who ste iiitganl, 
'rtw-il^h ealing." 

The use of ii-fpat Inst tad of irifinKvt or Sp«r«tii ia combbatioo with 
^ijiijiTT^ need not create b difficulty. Com^iare dA^ra ft^tAor iirifSa 
(Od. li. 390). vhetv avSpM is cciext«niitf« wilh d*ff^ir&n>. 

The word soon fcU oat tat Greek. It eocun once in the Homeric 
Ilyrnn to Apollo. 45S. where tLe caalext leaves it as clotibtful u in Od. 
vi. S; [liiee licaes in Ite^iod, Appitrcnll^ fts ft geneial cpitlitl of min- 
Iiitid. bul not so as to pve any duo as to ita iJieoning. It is found 
twice in tragedy, in Acsch. Tlieb. i^o, and Soph. PhUocl. 709. add in 
Cftcli case it would t^cta to be lui BicbiLiam adopted from Epic language; 
j£sdiylus probably understood it,^-an(1, if ive are tigbt, mUundeatood 
it,— as 'gainful,' 'iradiug,* wiiefeat ' barley- meal entiug 'is better anited 
lo tlic passage in SopKoclc;. 

In a frafnicnl of Epichamius [Png. 10, ed. LorcQiX quoted by 
iltheiuftua, vil. 8r, are the following lines:— 

jufit [fr^ dA^ffOTdf Ti mofOKWin re nyiixiS/n 

Here jtCit iXtpitsrat is not (as otie scnolar hac sappoied from C n- 
ietcnce to the firil line, which is ({uoted by itfelf to AlhcnRtis, *ti. J5) 
' Larley-dting mice,' but ^ei, dA^ijiTTni, and nOfOMivoi are tliree kimi* 
offish, pain being ' miiEcle-fisli.' Piobnbly aXif'ijmaf, as the natae ol 
« (iabi tvas so culled from the bait of meal wilh vMch tbe fiab was 
Caugbc. This use of (U-^i^sTal as a subilantivc conliniit to tome extcU 
the derivation of the adjective dx^jroj wbidi is given above under 1 1 
aiheiwise we must suppose dA^^YoI ibe sabslautlvc to b< quite dif 
ferent m elyraology from the Homeric ndjeolive As^tnai. 

It may be worth mentionlrg thit the tinrtilional iiilcrprctatioo tH 
itJ^'qeial, now however discarded, is 'inventive.' Eujiaihiufc the 
scholiasts on the Odyssey, sjid the ^'mmmnrinni^ agree in pamphraAif 
it by liftTiiiol. ItjitvpmKet, •mfoij^isuf, addiiif* that ttplaKtor is synoDT- 
mous wilh dfi-ptTr (see, for tn«tance. Sctiol. D and E on Od. L 340, aad 
Etym. Mn^n). This at fust sight is aninlelligible. for beyond all doubt 
iAiffcv never meant to ' invent.' I3iit there wax one idiomatic uac of 
dA^oi'eiv in which it was equivalent to tlipSimur. il dhifianti ; 'vibal dees 
i( fctcb}' at a public auction, was the older cspresEion for the later Attic 
ri tiplaisti ; sec Bckk. Anccd. p. jSii S, Lcaic. Seij. and the qnotatioos 
there fioni Aristoph.-iocs and Etipollx. Stniibrly rifi^v dAi^A>, 'to fetch 
■ I>rice ' (cf. rifoki^i). ii the t-ime as Ti>i^i- iL^tti: U !t poaaihle that 




llie equivalency of ttrpfiv and iXipttf in tijese iechnical expressions mifr- 
Led tbe grammarinns into explaining dXipijarai hy tlptTimi 1 

For on interesting ■disftussi'Oti of this woid sse aa srliclc by Mr, F. F. 
Fltlclier in Hennathena, No. i, 1873, where the view wMdi is matn- 
lained above, *nd which seems to have «rig;inated witli K. F. Hennann, 
is enforced at length, Wc hare adopted some of the argumcDti put 
forward m that aiticle. 

NoTB '. PxoK 14 ; Qooc S, 3j(4-g. 

Tlie« are here two maia linoi of inleiprelntion. (l) taVing d^Sfxiiri 
wKi^rfaai (fl be gi>verne<l by/'oi;^'"'^'''"'-'* '" ^^ text, la iTiii cai$ it is 
best to regard the lone of Leocritas as dtjiant. He answers the taunt of 
Mentor, who in n^ had called the wooers navptnit. by retorting il. So 
far from being irov^tn. he would say, wc af« koJ tXJoi-ii. we actually out- 
number yoo. Tbc subject to pjx'5'"wSni will be Mentor and his patty. 

(j) Taking nKiivtaat with &pyaXiev: — "it would be hard for y oil, even 
[f yon were more in nmiib«i then yovarc, toG^lit with us about a fcmt.* 
According to this, vXfiwtaai is suggested by «oXAi>( iivru at the end ol 
Mentor's tpeeth in 341, The sense is deddeilly improved by this ren- 
dering: bnt there is one fatal objection agaiiisl It as our text stands. If 
Ihe received reading, ft nKf&teaai paxoiro, in ajt, be right, it seems 
decisive in favour of jrAftivfinri in 345 being similarly govemeiJ by Ihe verb, 
lULX^vaaSai. This difficulty is avoided by the readinE of tbe Schol. in 
351, «t BXiovlf d( l-raivTo, •even if Odysseiis had the larger following,' 

We have not ventured to btroduw this into the teict, as beipg de- 
ficient in authority, though it certainly lulda point as well as Hmplidly 
to the passage- 

Anothei suggestion of the Scholiast is to retain the MSS. reading in 
>{i. and regard ji\*iiitaai in each case as equivalent to aJn ii\t6iifaat. 
' fight with more men on your side." The general sense would then be 
iniHih the iume as in (a), bnt su^ s u^e of the dative may be pro- 
nounced impossible, and is not jusiificd by Ihs Attic phrases aipa.t^. 



Nora* Pass j6 j Book iil, id*. 

Slil|^ thus dnci ibcil had probably a curved hcak at either extremity, 
raiKctl hi);;!) out of the water. In tlie reliefs at Medinet flobou, there is 
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■ pi>etitre of a se* light b«tvreen the Egyptians tinder Ramuk III. ( I Ido- 
1 iti6 B.C.) tttd lhas« manCime p«nples of the Meditemitcnn, amonK 
«-tiom it has been ususl to recogniie \he nncestore of the Achxani, 
£lruHBii3, and SicQiaut. 



The khipsot tliue ^ic-l)omcric ^ca•kin)^» uii^ht be called i.)fpti>^vfl 
they arc loFty in piow and &lcni, and cither micmiiy is fiDlihal off wiib 
■ curved bird's beak, wlilch rixt ii\^h out of ihe water. The nsteli of 
itie Egyptians circ low at prt^w Lud atern, aad have not that nbcd aod 
fenced half-deck on which the warrlui stands lit our a>£iairine. TUl 
iillie place wheie Ddyseus posted himielf when he meaitl to oRef 
battle to Scylla <jI the lock. <0d. ui. 119, ijo);^ 
(ti JMpia rrfii IBaivov 

Tf iIiU he the correct explanation of Jfi^ifAtirvni. (t mcfl be re- 
menbered thai the term would no longer apply to Oreek veueU of the 
ftiilli centuiy. as repicMiitcd in the raics of that period. The piov vu 
by that lime conitiactcd for ranamingpuqiotes. for nhicb the Ugh blidt' 
bealcE of the early Mediterranean vetielt «-ere not at all adapted. An 
example of the Homeric skip, or aomelhii>c like it, U poioLcd on a very 
old vase in the Cewola collection. (C«twla'K Cyfrut, pi. «!*■.) Lilce 
the veweli in the tjiyptian reliefs, thit Baney hat in prew and (tent 
re^unoiat.hxuU high oiit of the water and pcotectcd liy lofty bohraika. 
(^n Ihe whole subject consult M. Chabas. t.tudtt uir CAnti'jviti Ha- 
ttiriiji*, pp, 305-515 (Pari* i37j), horn which our sketch U borrowed. 
We may recogiiire the voseli of ciily Mcdlienanenn sca-rorcrs in iBe 
Kgyjitian reliefs, without committing ounetret la the ethnole^cal 
tlieorick either of Dc Rook^ or BingKls. 
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NoT« *. pAOE 38 ; Book iii. 144. 

Nealor, as a very o!d man, wid one wbo hu been reigning In lliice 
eenetationj.U credited wilhgreal knowledge of cuilomary Inw. There 
is «J yet, just as in Iceland, ne glass of men who have n moiiopoty «f 
this knowlciif^e, like Uie Ttiah Ur-chona. but probity, kiDdlin^s. anJ 
cxperieace, give certaia persons a reccignisRl <ia(i« a$ expounders ef 
custom. Thus of the aged Njal it U said; ' Of good counsel he was, 
and ready lo give it. and all thai he advised men was sure to be the best 
for them t« do. Gentle and eeneroos, he unravelled eveiy man'* knotty 
{Mints wbo came to see him about them-' Kor tbc »rae reason, Ncator 
is ihe best adviser of Telcmachus. 

This sense of Ktaj, 'doomB,' 'judgmenU,' may b? patallcled by eertain 
Bsages at iura in Latin. 



Note'", Paob 4J ; Book ill. $j8, 

Ttli Is a hiciailc epithet of which llie nact meaning may peiliap* 
lisve been unlidown lo Homer himself. The ' honour.gi-viiig names ' o! 
the Eoda ar« probably of the utmost antiquity, According to one 
theory current among the aiiirients Tpiroxlviia means • bom ftom th« 
head,' [Tpiri, cnfiut, m Cretan), This explanation connects Athene wilh 
the very old legend of her birth from the hcid of Zeus, ' Aniiquilatem 
arynii ipsa figmenti cruda, indtgKla et agrtstis iodoles.' says Heyne 
{ApoUoilor Sibl, Obss. f. iti). The Martken of en armed ajid beautiful 
maiden who tprang la the li^ht from the body of a Icing ia still 
ciitretil in Zacyitlhna (OriwA/wAj Marc\in, von Bemhnjdt Schmidt, 
LeipKii;. 1S77). The Zacyotliian fniry tule may be a lingering ver^ioa 
of the old myth, or the old myth, cruda tl agresiii. msy hflvc been 
borrowed by the higher mythology from & Mdrtjitn like thai wliich 
survives in Zacynthus. Aucoidlng to another dossicnl hypothesis, 
Athene was called TpiToylvtca because she was bom betide Ihe itreani 
Trito, in Breotii, or in TheiSdJy, or by Ihe lake Trito in Libya. It has 
been pointed out ihalTrito h the Sanscrit irtm, 'water,' and thusT^irn- 
Y^Mia may originall/ have meaitf'hom from the water.' It is worib 
icinaihini; thai the local name Trito, in Greece, tuid tn Libya alike, 
mutt originally b^Tc meant no moit than the water,' like oiif 
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Amm. It tMBi Mt b^nbaUe tkkt Uic white naa of tili7a.tbt 
TUnw, ■■; litvc feCM lUi ty stock and Isngnage to iIm tsa\j 
Ciiif*t Ttttm, «Wr die pert-lloMrie Gn«ks m*^ the acinunbact 
orikaXifaiM^ Ac; food ibcti own local nana b Aftica. 

Kan". Pm 50; Boec fv. 66. 

ZiMMraUf JKmm ^ Mnrf. 

ne ^ef na ia the Odj'ttcT' aie kanamd villi a [nrticalar poito 
of ibi ■oL Coapan Ite aaeicat IfiA catf om of tbe Br««ry'» caUfoa 
(SowAu Jfir, L49),'IlBOwn[Koperkiad of Tood i» fn>t out of U fbi 
cwJh pcfsoa : as. fat exaiaiihk Um kanech lot ibe kng. bisbof^ and 
titcwj «)octor ; a leg (or dw foaagditef; thfbcftd fee Ac dranolfctl. 
a sink for ilKqwca, »~o«I(Act*'iac s UasoppoMd ia hii eo^xm* 
locBt, « a Unia of a BOoaich,' Mb 

Nan ". P*oa 95 j Boob rL loi. 

Bait^aaet and Somg. 

Frosi ^Ir. CiT* *Sone> and ll^ki of tlie South Tactfic,' It appears 
thu a ihipwTtckcd waodocr sucht ctcb now have the forlune of Odp> 
MSI, aad OMflt naidna fiU]nBe ^onl B*nm of ball, to the acoompani- 
meat of ray pvtttjr nasi S?*^''^ >*> '''> ^^** t'ook. 



NoTs ", P«ia 177; iboa xi. 15(1. 

7*4* LiWirf nmoiijr '^ I^*^- 
TtKvov ^li*. wut ^U«i £m £6^ov fiip^tcra 

Tbe difli<iiltj which Aniic!(U fioda in accouating for the pres«ac« of 
a Itvinc man among the dead is prcci^ty thai of the Daughters of 
Death, la tbe Kalrwala, wbeo the livLng WalDamolnco lrie« to enter 
Tuooela, the I'ui&Uh Uadca. W« tiaiulate their ipecch in Ihc oKlre of 
the orislnal: — 

Th«n the daughter* of Tconi, 

Then die tkughtcra of Miui.k, 

Took the wnM xnr] njiakc in answer 

To the old Wolnonioliieii, 

Haw liait thau come to Manolal 



How cora'at thou to Tuwela. 

Dcith came not on thee through tiduicK 

Thou wast never slain by s/otcavi, 

U tbe iron sent thee hither. 
If Eleel sc-nt tbcc to M>iiialii, 
Then thy raiment would, be Woody, 

What bas scat thee to Manila? 

Nora ". pAOB 195 ; Bom xH Sp- 

Wc have m the text followed Curtiiu (Elym. No. 516] ia supposine 
Aupoi to be connected wiih dcfpoi, Sl.Aftp, and to mean 'dangling.' 
This agrees with ore of the explnnctiaas of Schol. B, uptpaimi. Mr. 
D. B. MoiiiD of Oiicl CoU, ha£, however, pointed out to us the philo- 
logical objection to the combinafion aw. where wc should expect either 

tVf as in ^frioipvVf or 1741, a£ \i\ fii-njupov, Ot r^ai, as in ainjojpo-s ^Od. xit- 
4365' ^1= ihcnfote would take dupnt in the usual sen.;e, ' unnpe.' 
■ uiifanned,' aiid see a. conltast between the dwa.rred feet nnd tbe gieat 
i;rowtb •>! neck, the contrast being marked by 17 rai . . . . li t«. Com* 
p*rc line 86 - — 

T^t ^ TO! ifMlffj fir Off!) (H(lXa«0> VIO~flk!fl 

■fiTurai nurJf 8' atrt w4\aip tteJtvv, 
whet* there i* a similar contraKt between the feeble voice tnd the 
monstroui form, avrui in often the liody. a& opposed to iiitiutgiblc 
thinj;s like the voice or the souL 

This would give a very s»tis/«ctory sfose to the passnge. But the 
philolocical objection abo ve men lioiieil ought not, we think, to lie counted 
decisive againit the other expkruiion. The diflietilly of caimecting iho 
Hoiiiciic form Sa^ptti with itip-ai, utr^apo-t, ett. is not greater than 
tbe tlifficully of cotuiecting llic Attic form alaifia) with the ^nmc words ; 
jet it is impouible to sepnnle aioip-iu ftoni Atlp-ai tiiA jitr-Tjnpa't. 



Kan", Paob t^j \ Boox xt. tij. 

Tiu Saga rj Mtiampiis. 

NcLeiis. Poseidon's son, hnd a tlaughtet, Peto, the fairest of women, 
Lnd to none nuulil he t^ive hci but to the ninii th.it vvoulil lift the Itiiic 
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ortilsmolhcr, Tyro, and drive tliem out of Phylio^ wheie 1phiclti% held 
Ihon. New, ail men ftiMng. Bias Talsus' son alone ofTcred to do a 
mud), and penuadcd bu lirolhcr Melampiis to achieve thU odvcnltire, 
who, thoDgh he knew by his (kill in piopliecy that he ^oukl be 
Vept priioner for n yesr, yet went to Othrys after the kbe. Theic the 
WAtchntcn and llie ahcphctds took him \a the thcA, and gave him up to 
Iphidns. There was be bnuad and put in dureue. will) two tervsnti 
to watch hiin, a man and 3 woman, \hi laan gentle, but the woman on- 
gentlc and unkind. Now when the year was almost run nut, Melarojnn 
heard certain wood-worms ovetliciul talking among thcmiclvcf, and 
telling how 'the (oof-beamwas now well nigh eaten through,' Thereon 
he called Ihem that wailed on him, and bade them cairy him out : and 
they look up his bed and walked forTb, the woman at the foot, nnri the 
loan at the head going out foieaost. In llmt moment the beam fcU on 
the woman and kiUed her; but the ntin told Phylacus, and £'hy[acus 
told IphiduE what had come to pa«s, who thereupon, as knowing Me- 
lampus to be a soolhsayci, offered to get bim free if he would mpooud 
the reason wherefcie Iphiclus was chiidleai. And this was cocfiimed by 
oath. So Melampcs sacriliced to Zem, and set out a poition (or all lh« 
fowb of the air. And they all came, save one vuliuic only, and he 
cjiiestioneit them all. and none kn«w of the cause ; and so Ihcy inquired 
of the vulture, who- etpounded the matter, which was atrangc. but liero 
1 say no more of it. So thctcaficr Iphiclus begat Podarc^; but Meknw 
pus. who got the cattle for the bride-price of Poro, gave her la hll 
biothei Bias. The story is told by Fhciecydes, in his Seventh B»ok. 



I 



NoTji', P/c« 3)8; Book six. 578. 



J 



It te Bot ngf to mderBtand the exact natnra of tha feat here describal. 
As to the meaning of the words ipvi-x«vt Stt, the exptanattoo of A. 
Gocbel {NriM ynhrfiitclitr fiir Phllologit. 1876, p. 171) icay be tuxtpM 
as correct- So Merry. Od. xix. 57a 'The axea were set upright in 
t^ic ground, in a long Irencb dug foi their iccc|)tloii; in this potition 
they resembled a row of Spioxm, which seem lo be the [resiles or bloclia 
with a centra! notch, en which the kKl of a ship was laid, when 
bcr huildi:ie tint began." There is a greater difScnlty m to the fonn 
of the axes, and the meaning of «r;]drn]t cmiAa^f (ud. 4M). Goebd'a . 
trsAtlatlon comes lo diis,— 'he did not miss the handle-tip of all 
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The (jenitive will then be ui ablative genitlw, not tmeommon in Homer. 
(0) Tliat we are not a«qunintcd with »»y cxunpic* oTiinctMf deck uiei 
like Ihfll dnwD bj Goebel. The double-headed axe which is teiireienteil 
ir mini«ntre an some ornaments from the MyceuAui graves (Schlle- 
num's P'fycsitae und Tiryra, pp, jiS, >5J. s6t) and in B hcniMic dolgn 
on n ring, found near Mycenae, is hammer-beadei], as in figure i. There 
wonld he na difficulty in merely shooting over Ihe topi of the hAndlei 
of axes like the^-c. 

Many com men I at ors have supposed that the axe-besda were stack fn 
llic jjround by (licir edges, without the handle*, and tli«l Odj^seus shot 
through the hondlc-holc. But even if axc». in Honer't time, were 
attached to the budle by the method lamillu to us, and to later 
Greece, the Lolet could aot have been rxitcd mora than a few inches 
above Ihe earth, Thu» an arrow could scartel)' have been sent thiooKh 
lliein. whether by 8 »(aaditig (icix, 57S)» ^^ ''X " *e*ted archer {ad. ^ioy 
The liifficultj i» lo fmd an ancieut aKe/irouf* a Itoltiittlu mwc/cf which 
il was possible lo shoot. Probably if we could see the weapon with 
which Homer was familiar the punlo would instantly disigipear. We 
engrave {jigoTH 3 and 4) two Egj-ptian ^es (now in the British Mueom) 
merely to »liow that axes with open-work blades wc-te not luiluiown in 
■atiqalty, thai they are not, as Mr. Menysiyi, 'a pure inventioD-' If the 
CroteBtjue figure were removed Uom within the blade of figure 5. it wmld 
be easy to shoot through the apening, and the same would be ibe caw 
if the openings in hgwie 4 were enlarged, ai they mijjbt be in another 
exDtnpIc. Deiipitc the Iiitctcoaise bctweca iCgypt aud ptt-hiilaiiic 
Greece, >I would be the heiglit of lashiios lo allege that Ibe Achzini 
were familiar with aies (shaped tike these. Prohtbly Ihe axa of 
OdysKus were like that whidi wc engrave (fig. f,"^. This wci|iai 
b used by an Amaaon in n confficl with Herades on a metop* of 
a temple in Selina». The probtble date is about {oo B.o- It it cwj 
to see how the feat of Odysseus might have been performed itilh 
axes of this pattern. For tbi* llltistntiDO we ate indebted Is 
Mr. A S. Murray. (BenndorfB Mtloftn vtm StUnunl, fL 7.) 

If ne would combine thb rtew a* to the dinpe ol the axes witb ihe 
explanation of ipioxoi given above, we most mppoce Ihat the eo»- 
parUon with tfuox" b not intended to be carried oat into every detail. 
The general point of resemblance consists in the anangiauai ta astin^ 
line, at rt^lar intervals ;— !*»«*;(" iit'fjt i/tix"" ''' t*'*- 174)- TIu 
word Jftf^r fc«ic itrileg the key-note of the coinpariion. TMaibly, too. 
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tfaeie is some correipondence tnggested betv««ti the apenings in the tix«- 
bladcs and the notchci in ibc ipioxoi' i but it ivouH Iw rash to coaclude 
Ihil the ihaiKof the axe-blade* coafflxnueiiictly to that of the JJpdoxoi. 



Kora ", Pacm 341; Book xx. 354, 
J'Ar Stttmt-agilfd Man. Omem and Porfenti. 

The oama seen hy the aecond-siEhled ThcQdjrmciLus, a tnui who 
inlierits with the blood of Metompus the gift of soothsaying, nrc tfaoK 
which everywhere bode ileiith mil doom. The shroud of mist covciilM' 
not oaly the feet aiid knet-s, the sign of approaching but distant dc*ih, 
bat reaching to the heul so as to foreshow that deRtb i« even nt the 
door), i* fntniliar to readers of Martin's book on the Wetterti Itla of 
Scotlanii, The dripping of blood fiom the walk is illaatmled b>- the 
visions of Beigthora, and Njal. 011 the night of the slaughter of their 
family. Stiry 0/ Hiirnl Njat, ii, t$7 : — 

' That same CTcniug BerElhora spnkc to ha household and said. 
"Now thalt ye dioose your meat to-night, to that each may have what 
be likca best, foi lliis creniag is the last that I shall set meat bcfoic my 
booKhoId." 

' Aftftr thai she set meat on the board, and ^fjal said, " Wondrously 
aw it seems to me. Methinki I see all round the room, and it scrma 
as though the gable wall weic Uiriiufti doini. but the whole bowd aud 
ihe meal on U is one gore of blood, "' 

aliAO^ipuitta S( N) mpia (leBiev. 

la the aame way tlie comb of Lemiakaincn, in the Finnish ejnc, which 
he hits left at home with his mother, buMti out bleeding, when the 
hero's life Is cndnngered. Another Greek example of the omen of th,9 
Weeding wall* is to be found in the oracle given at Delphi to the 
Atheaioas, at the beginning of the invasion of Xerx« (HcTOd. vii, 140)1 
car^ 8' (tjcpsTiiroi > &puipiu9i al^a lii/uair icixi'Tat. 

Mr. Morris has made use of the superstition in T/t* Siwye/ Sigurd 

Iht Voliung:— 

• Woe's me for Che tireless hearlli-stooes, and the hangings of delight, 
Thai the women dure not look on Icsi they see ihem sweil with biood I' 




KoTX '*, Pjtaa } j^ ; Book xoL k. 
TA* Uomu of OUFftHM. 

It b « most difficnli thing to underuand tb« arrangements af th« hill 
of 0«l}»«tts in whidi itM iri>ocn were lUv^htcmL Let ua Iostc iu 
one tide Ibe qnotiont which do aot immedutcl; coaccni at, ud foOov 
the montmeaia <tf Odjmnia himiell. In Book xrii. ayj, he itaodi by 
Ar^o^ tbe dog, vhKh lie* 'fx^J^M^ fr^^i 'bcfon tfcc dooni'dlba 
tbe doon vhicb opes &oin the oata court into the public way, or from 
tho home into tlw oMcr etnxrt. The iwinehcH ftco ea!«Tt tbe boow, 
■nd OdjnoB kmm followi, hambly enooj;!!, X(< S 1>1 ittiJirwi oUav 
iwn&9* 9tfiam, 'be ut down on the Rshni ihroliold wltbiB the doon.* 
ThcM Telemachm spied him, ead sent tum a mc«s. My iiapitsdoa iii 
tliat he «M dttlnc j>ut within the doon of thu baU. Probably he 
looked, from his lowly tent. kU tbe way up to the chieTs table at the 
njiper end, wbeie Tdnoackiu ironld sit. Ni^w behind Tcknacfan*, 
befaind hi» tatilc, were the doon opening on tbe paaaages which 
led to the woiaen'a rootns, and to ifaa $aXiftc$, or Itore-ehamber when 
TckpuchDi hod hiddca the weapooi. We can eaaly caaceive »cli 
doon in the wall behind a high Ublo la tfao halt of a oolh^. He 
iaen« mUfemeDl of high table, of vomen'a looma, and of tton- 
diaiitber laay be acca (ii the plaos of the liaH, or chiefs hall, in Sir G. 
W, Duect't Story o/ flum; ffjal (toI. i. p, cj. TliMe plans ihoaU atR 
be neglected by itaiJenIs intertst^ii in the arcliitecture of Uia HoDMifa 
age, aa the corrcspoadeace bctweea the titili and the facrolc botue ii 
dngnlarly cI(M. Whether in the home of Odyneoi a pauage ton 
osbidc tbe wait of the holt to the store-chaiBben, w that a mm 
might go ihithci from the chief door, without (talking tbroagii the 
hell, i* not Ignite certain. 

We left Odyatciu juit wttUji hia o>ni door, on tbe aibco threaboU. 
There he diil not remain. Oo tbe momiog of the day wttea tbe wooeia 
Vfttv ilain, Teiemachu furf«uly (xiflita viw>«vv, zs. 9j7) >— iiM him to 
oDoCbci place. Tclcnucbna would felt at his own table at the nppet 
crid of tbe room. He w-ouM Uae tbe entrance, and jnat baUnd Ua 
wouM be tbe doon Ipadiog to th« nomc&'it chanben. Here he plaead 
Odyueoa, 

and there Odj-uens remaiacd, *ad thcJicc he >bot (be wooeis. But wa 
thli Aiiifui oOSiit really at the apper end of the loom, where the dab of a 
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college hsU it raised? Many Ihings may be taken to point Uie oilier 
way. Let il be ohaerved, howeveT, th\t >^&lint tniUi was, not impic- 
bably, a pielty higli dais, fic«d with stone, above the level of the hall. 
uid on A level with the Aoon leading to the women's rooms. Thai it 
vriLi near the woinea's looins, not at the ether extremity of the hall, 
nuiy pcihaps be iufcned bom xxi. 134: — 

that is. Odysseus Idli^ EumneiiE \t> biing Ilie bow lo him vp to hU end 
o{ the hall, by the threshold of stone, ofid tlicn to tcU tlic women (who 
nic close by, inside the door) to make their doors fast. Agsia, (ni. 
380.) when Odysseus getj the bow, EuTnaens calls Enrycleiti cnt. and 
bidi het shut the door, s,nA la!kv no hc«d If she heara a noise cf groau- 
ing in tlie hills. Now lo tctl Emycleia as much as this, he inn*t have 
been near hu i^uailers ; he could not hove shoclcd from the further end 
of the hall. The strongest proof, however, that the stone threshold waa 
between the inner chamber and the hull is to be found in xxiii. SB. 
Penelope comes into the hall, from the iiuier ehambeis, 

4 ^ itX tltrifWtv Koi vvipfiti AdiVof oCiMv, 
The Airpoe oiKt is also known as that which Agamemnon croMed, wbca 
he inquired of the orncLe at Pytho, or Delphi ; and again, is spoken oE 
b the Eiad a^ having behind it the countless treaauie* of Delphi. In 
liotb places it may mean the thie^old tielween the nave of the Cod's 
house, or hail, and the BaXifies, oc inner chamber o-f the Pythones, 
where she prophesied, and where the treasures were kept, just as in a 
man's house the women and trensurei loy behind the halL It is certain, 
at all eveats, that Odysseus shot from neat the Etoite threshold. His 
settle was placed near it (xx. 25,3), from this settle he shot through the 
iron. And then (xxlj. 3), SKra S' M piyiv oMv, ' he leaped on. to the 
great threshold,' and began to slay the woocra- I conceive Chat the height 
of th-c threshold made It a fil.sce of strengtlk, and that he had the 
coinmiuid of the armoury where the weapons lay, because the duoi of 
il was dose behind him. riainly the wooers had not the command of 
the dooi giving on the paua^e to the store chamber 01 annoury, 
Olbeiwisc they would not have sent Melaothius through the clcrcttui y 
Openings. Now we are never told that tfiit door bad bceii faitcned by 
Eniycleia from within, as the doors leading to the women'i chatnbcn 
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had been. Orfysseus then «ho^T«fcd hi< diroTt^ from abow tht high 
tabic townr^ the cctrsnce of the hitU. If till* U « miaUliCD view, 
tieie must have bten mote than cue ' ihreiboU of stone,' and Te)en>- 
ach.ut matt have »ached the armoury by mMiu of a pMUigtt runtunf^ 
the whole loij.'th of tlia house. &om tbe outer doni. In Boole sxii. 
line 7ti certainty leaJs as if Odjisseut were guarding the outer door. If 

he reaJl V ktood abdve the chief's tnblf, then in line 113, /Luf^aror Zi ra/F 

o£8A>, oiiij (uolnsi u in the text, wc take it to be the thieahold of Clic 
ApffoOwpi] itself) would be the broad ixiscd place where i have tuppoMd 
OdynKvs t-} stand. At the edge of it, next the wall, wa» a potlem, 
guaidcd by the swineherd, vha would indeed bare been an ' ttnenriable 
sAwncherd,' as Mr. Buclcley calls him, if he had beer obligpd to 
guard the postern as it is placed in some plans, that in, at the tipper e»d 
of the halt aniorig the ejicmics, while Odysseus is siippoted to be at the 
lower end. There wnaashuit door behind Odysseus, for (nti. 158, 1^5) 
the speara thn^wn at him stnick it. On the whole, the balatioe Menu 
tomewhat to leau to the theory that Od]^sens ihot from the aiKt above 
the high table, with his bacic to the slore-chamlMr (with which he ooold 
cummuiiicate) and to the women's rooau(of which the door was locked), 
and with his face lo the nitrance ofthehnlt. On the other hand, the 
ip^ech of MelacthioB (xxii. 136) ^yx* ')^|>al>^ auK^t aaAd 9vfrrfa, Is 
tin intelligible on lhi« theory. 

The theory of Mr. Watkiss Lloyd {A rtUuri Aug. 4 and 1 1, 1 877) it 
the same as mine up to the mronnent wheii Oiiyssms o^ra I*j lU-tw 
viiZir, where Mr. WatltisJ Lloyd snppoies that the hero bu tratcaed 
the whole leogth of the halt. Btii it Is not in (he Homeric nunner la 
lc»ve thia important movemertt umncotioned. 

A. U 



Nors*. Faqb 390 ; Qoqk nrir. Ba 
Swnol. 

Burial in the Htrmeric age is described most minutely in thbpatsa^ 
and in Iliad vi!. 4^0, niii. 135, Judr. 785,81*0 in Odya»eyxil.8-tS- After 
tbe&ieads of the dead have bewuled hiia and shorn tltdr hair ia tolraa of 
lonow, they bnild n vast fiineral pyre of wood. On ihU the corpse ft 
laid, eovered with the fat of vietimi slftin in uenliee, Ungtxnts and 
honey ate added to the pyrctand probably, as is now the custooB b Btir> 
mfih. the dead wxieinbalined In botiey, if it was desirable lo keep the body 
for (ome daya before the funeral. Victirai of varioiB aorts were ilaki, 




« Ihe hftrses and hounds of Patrocltis-. ind the c>ptive TTojan youths, 
This last s^t icems to b&Tc been reprobated by tbe gcneraJ feeling of 
Homeric Crecce. ^Vlien the flame had consumed the corpie, the isbcs 
were itortd in ■ gulden VAse, and that was deposited in a Teceplicle dug 
in ibc flooi of the bartow. Last a rounded barrow of stones and ealth 
was built above the dust of tlie dead, and (ia3:Uy 'a pillar was dragged 
up tbereapoii.' (Od. icii. 14.) The •tt^Xi^ is jutrticulaily meDtioned ia 
Iliad xvii. 434, 'as a pillar firmly abidet that ie set an the barrow of 
woman or man.' aud again (Iliad xvi. 457, 675) it is called 'the due of 
the dead.' These facts suggest two condusions. Firit, the famous 
tombs of the MyceniEan acropolis cannot beof the Homericage. for they 
do not coafonn to Homer':i repeated deseriptiona. Secondly, no anti- 
^luuiaa dUGOvcry coald be inoie valuable than tbat of a real Homeric 
trr^Ki). It is mo^t probable tlut they were Dot plain slonis, but that, 
as la later Greece, th*y were engraved with some hieratic and con- 
ventional desi^. Tbc earliest known Greek tithe (leaving those of 
MycenK out of the question) were excavated at Sparta, On these 
are represented two crowned figures, male aad femalt^ seated on 
the same throne, and approached by a much sraaller Eigsre of tbc llv-ingi 
who bean in bis hands n cocl:, the victim conimouly sacrificed after a 
death by all races iiom Siberia to Ccjl'On, — the cock that Socrates 
'owed lo Asclqiius.' The sealed figures are doubtless intended for the 
ance&tial Dead, receiving gifts from descendants. See Percy Gardner, 
y^itn. Bdl. Slud,, », i04-i4}> Pici;iselj siiailar tttiiu, wilh caplana- 
toty inscriptions, occnr under the eleventh and dghteenth Egyptiaa 
dynasties. (Maspero, Mmf* de Bou'aj, pp. 34, 35). Interesting as 
tbe&e sltlot are, they cannot, from the character of the art, be much 
eatUer than the sixth ceniuiy. If the Mycnijean graves arc pre- 
Uameri^ we may Sappose that the nide dci^ign on. the ittla, the king 
fighting from his chariot, ia a faint memory of Egyptian arL The 
discovery of a gennme Homeric tumulus will clear up many archxu* 
logical problems. The absence of writing on an ancieat memoriBl 
pillar would be far from proving that writing was unlcnown, Uninscribed 
monoliths have been raised in oietnory of great events by Scotch High- 
'landers ia the present century. On the anbject of the sttta*, tee 
JUitlhiHungeii iltr dtutichm ArehixiOlogisektit Imtilvtti in Alhen. vol ii, 
pp. 10- H- 
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A. THE RAFT. 

Book T. i45-i;7, p. 84. 

A complice and highly iaieresting desciiption of the BniMiag; of tho 
Raft will be found in Itie Journal of tkt Hiittnic Sociily, vol. v, pp. 
aoa-jij. The jpajm i$ by tlie t^v. C, Wane, Head Master of Eton, 




KAFT Otr 0DVSSED3. 



whose isgige^ABS we have already tckaowledged tn ocr IVelace. Bj 
the coarte&y of the Hellecie Societj ve aie alli-iwed to priat pa 
iUoatntliou &om Dr. Wane's pnper. 
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Homer, thy song men liken to the sea, 
With every note of music in his tone, 
With tides that wash the dim dominion 

Of Hades, and light waves that laugh in glee 

Around the isles enchanted; nay, to me 

Thy verse seems as the River of source unknomn 
Thai glasses Egypt s temples overthrown, 

In his shy-nurtur'd stream, eternally. 

No wiser we than men of heretofore 

To find thy mystic fountains guarded fast; 

Enough — thy flood makes green our human shore 
As Nilus, Egypt, rolling down his vast. 

His fertile waters, murmuring evermore 

Of gods dethroned, and empires of the Past. 




oxroan: homce ha>t 

ntNTEB 10 THB UMVERSnT 
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